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Total 1998 dollars: $17,647,388  

Statewide Total: $12,195,027  
Legislative Total: $5,452,361  

Incumbent candidates total dollars: $2,918,780  
Challengers to incumbents total dollars: $2,034,538  
General election winners total dollars: $5,284,632  

 

General election losers total dollars: $7,512,980  

 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY  

Minnesota is divided into 67 Senate districts, each having a population of about 60,000 people. 
Each district is divided into A and B to designate the House districts. All 134 House seats were 
up for election in 1998. Representatives serve for two years and senators serve for four. The last 
Senate elections were in 1996.  

Republicans won control of the Minnesota House in 1998 for the first time in 14 years. As a 
result, the 1999 Legislature saw Republicans with 71 seats and Democrats (DFL) with 63. Since 
the 1996 elections, the DFL have had control of the Senate, holding 39 seats. Republicans hold 
26 seats and one senator is an independent. One seat is empty, due to the death of Sen. Janet 
Johnson.  

STATEWIDE SUMMARY  



The 1998 statewide races in Minnesota turned the tables on popular campaign-finance wisdom. 
When taken as a whole, the winners of the statewide races raised less than the primary- and 
general-election losers. Conventional wisdom holds that the candidate who raised the most 
money almost always wins. To explain the apparent anomaly, one need look no further than the 
race for governor, in which Reform Party candidate Jesse Ventura upset the hopes of more 
seasoned politicians and big-money candidates to win the race. The win also made Ventura the 
highest-ranking elected official in the Reform Party in the United States.  

In every other 1998 statewide race the candidate who raised the most money won.  

 

 
 
 

WHO GETS?  

The table below shows what winning and incumbent candidates raised, on average, compared to 
losing candidates and challengers. It is interesting to notice that the statewide average of winners 
is smaller than the average of general election losers. Averages for winners are lower than losers 
because of Gov. Venturas successful race in which he raised less than half the amount raised by 
his opponents.  

 

 

 
 
   
   
   



 

 The table on the left shows what candidates for each office 
raised as a group. The Minnesota gubernatorial race was by 
far the most expensive. To emphasize this point: the total 
raised by gubernatorial candidates who lost, $8,834,101, is 
more than the total money raised by all other candidates, 
winners or losers for all other offices combined, $8,812,027.  

 

 
 
 

WHO GIVES?  

The source of funds, by economic sector, is shown below. The total contributions to candidates 
in 1998 was $17,647,388. Contributions that could not be categorized totaled $1,616,177. The 
difference between these two totals is the $16 million displayed below.  

 

These charts illustrate what candidates in each party received from the top five sectors in the 
table above. These top five sectors account for 80% of the 98 total.  
   
   



 
Party contributions contain contributions from candidates, party PACs, and other party 
leadership. Democratic candidates and caucuses received 77% or $3.1 million. Republicans 
received $621,000, and third-parties combined received $ 320,874. The largest contributor in this 
sector was Mark Dayton, a DFL gubernatorial candidate, who gave a total of $ 2,151,500. Of 
that total, $2,140,000 went to his own campaign.  
   
   

 
Of the small contributions, Republican candidates received $1,791,356. Democratic candidates 
received $1,717,727 and third-party candidates received $377,987. The four largest recipients of 
these small contributions were gubernatorial candidates. Norm Coleman, the Republican 
nominee, received $385,000; Jesse Ventura received $339,000; Hubert Humphrey III, the 
Democrat nominee, received $319,000; and Mike Freeman, a Democrat who lost in the primary, 
received $203,000.  
   
   

 
The third largest source of candidate funds was from State of Minnesota Public campaign 
funding. Democrats received the most public funding $1,801,142. Republicans received 
$911,784 and third-party candidates received $359,739. Democratic gubernatorial candidate 



Hubert Humphrey III received the most with $603,544. Jesse Ventura received the next largest 
amount, $326,821.  
   
   

 
Lawyers and lobbyists gave overwhelmingly to Democrats, a total of $830,545. Republicans 
received $194,423 and third-party candidates received $245. The largest contributor from this 
sector was Minnesota Trial Lawyers PAC, which gave $21,421.  
   
   

 
Democrats received a majority of the contributions from this sector with a total of $442,503. 
Republicans received $ 399,898 and third-party candidates received $3,445. The largest 
contributor from this sector was the Minnesota Realtors PAC, which gave $17,000.  

The sectors the Institute uses to help identify contributors economic interest are subdivided into 
specific industries. For example, the Finance, Insurance & Real Estate sector includes many 
separate industries: accounting, banking, real estate, securities and investment, etc. One sector is 
not subdivided, Lawyers & Lobbyists.  
   
   

 



The table of top 10 industries below shows the total contributed by each industry and what 
percentage those totals represent of the overall 1998 total. The table excludes party money, 
public subsidies, and unknown contributions.  

The table below lists the top 10 individual contributors and their total contributions. This list 
excludes candidates, political parties, and party PACs.  

 

CAUCUSES & CONTRIBUTION LIMITS  

Total received by party caucuses in the 1998 cycle: $10,795,898  

 

 
 

"1998 was a record setting year for fund-raising by the DFL and Republican caucuses. The 
caucuses have become increasingly attractive targets for campaign cash in recent years, partly 
because laws enacted in 1993 greatly restricted contributions to individual candidates.  

"Candidates face tight controls on contributions by large givers, but the caucuses are free of such 
limits. While legislative candidates may receive no more than $500 from any individual 
contributor, Education Minnesota gave a whopping $118,000 to the DFL caucus, which could 
use that money in a variety of ways to help elect its candidates.  

"The House caucuses distribute money directly to candidates, and they help them in more 
indirect ways, with multi-candidate advertising campaigns, direct mail and telephoning. In 1998, 
the Republican House caucus put $125,000 into independent spending on crucial races."  
   



The table below shows what the parties and caususes received in the 1998 cycle. Much of the 
$10.7 million total ended up in the coffers of candidates who ran in Minnesota in 1998 and raised 
$17.6 million. In other words, these caucuses received large contributions, parts of which, in turn, 
were given directly to candidates. Other portions of this $10.7 million were spent indirectly to 
help candidates.  
   
   

 

 
 

It is important to analyze separately who gave and how much was given to the caucuses since 
contribution limits dont apply to this type of contribution. What follows is a sector breakdown of 
money given to the party caucuses. It is interesting to compare this sector breakdown to the one 
on page 3 for candidate reciepts. The total below, $10,392,388, excludes $403,510 in caucus 
receipts that could not be categorized.  

 

 

CONCLUSION  



In all, Minnesota voters saw 139 races for statewide and legislative seats. Of those races, 99% 
were won by a candidate with some type of advantage. These advantages were either that of 
being the incumbent of the seat they were running for or being the candidate that raised the most 
money. The chart below illustrates which advantages the 139 winners had.  

 

- 73% of winning candidates, or 101, were both the incumbents and the candidate raising the 
most money.  

- 13% of winning candidates, or 18, had only the advantage of raising the most money.  

- 13% of winning candidates, or 18, had only the advantage of incumbency.  

- 1% of winning candidates, or 2, were not incumbents and did not raise the most money.  

 


