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THE MONEY
Total 1998 dollars: $15,541,737
Statewide Total: $7,962,594
Legislative Total: $7,579,144
Incumbent candidates total dollars: $4,238,766
Challengers to incumbents total dollars: $2,557,390
General election winners total dollars: $8,834,028
General election losers total dollars: $5,466,676

Overall, Republicans won 53% of the legislative races in the1998 election cycle in Iowa. In
House races, Republicans ended the 1998 elections with a majority, winning 55 of 100 seats. Of
the 26 Senate seats up for election, Republicans won 14, giving the party a majority in Iowas 78th
General Assembly. Republicans how fill 30 of the 50 Senate seats.

WHO GETS?
The table below shows the average amounts raised by candidates in 1998. Collectively, all
candidates for the Senate raised $2,201,396 , while candidates for the House raised $5,377,747 .
All 100 House seats were up for election in 1998 and 25 odd-numbered Senate seats were up for
election. One exception was Senate District 46, which also was up for election since the
incumbent for that office was elected to a statewide seat. [1]

The graph to the right shows, on average,
what incumbent candidates raised
compared to challengers. For statewide
races, incumbents raised $26,935 more,
on average, than did challengers.
In legislative races, the incumbent
candidates raised $17,640 more, on
average, than did the challengers.

Winners of statewide races raised, on
average, $85,530 more than did losers of
the general election and $466,800 more,
on average, than did the primary election
losers.
The legislative winners raised, on
average, $15,760 more than did the
general election losers and $35,780 more,
on average, than did the primary election
losers.

The table below shows the average amount candidates in each party received in contributions.
Democratic candidates in statewide races raised almost twice as much on average as did
Republican candidates. However, in legislative races, Republican candidates raised about twice
as much on average as did Democratic candidates. Consequently, Democrats won five of the six
statewide seats and Republicans won 55% of the legislative seats.

(The total dollars used for this analysis, $15,541,737 , excludes money raised by candidates in
the 1998 election cycle that did not run. Many of these candidates were incumbents with an open
committee that continued to collect contributions for the 2000 races. Money that fell into this
category totaled $506,589 .)

Of the 132 races in Iowa in 1998, the candidate raising the most money won 86% of the time.
Only 18 candidates won without the monetary advantage.

Of the 109 races in which an incumbent was running against challengers, incumbent candidates
won 75% of the time. And, 27 candidates won without the advantage that comes with
incumbency.
Only 14 candidates in 132 statewide and legislative races won with neither incumbency nor the
most money, while 89% of all winning candidates in Iowa had at least one or both of these
advantages.

WHO GIVES?
The source of funds, by economic sector, is shown in the graph below. The total in contributions
for 1998 was $15,541,737. Of that total, $4.2 million could not be categorized by the economic
or political affiliation of the contributor.

The following pie charts show the percentage that each sector contributed to candidates, broken
down by the candidates political affiliation.

This category contains
contributions from candidates,
political party PACs, and
party leadership committees.
Republican candidates
received more than two-thirds
of these contributions, $2.3
million. Democratic
candidates received more than
$955,000 from party sources.
Reform party candidates gave
$717 to their own campaigns.
The business sector with the
largest share of contributions
represents finance, insurance
and real estate. Here, too,
Republicans received almost
two-thirds of the sectors
contributions, $938,700.
Democrats received $582,000.
The single largest contributor
in this sector was the Iowa
Realtors PAC, which gave
$75,385.
Labor contributions were
made almost exclusively to
Democrats. Only 4%, or
$31,760 , was given to
Republican candidates. The
largest contributor in this
sector was the Iowa State
Education Association, which
gave $161,702 . The second
largest contributor was the
Iowa Council 61 of the
American Federation of State,
County & Municipal
Employees, which gave
$98,003.

Almost three-quarters of the
contributions from lawyers
and lobbyists were given to
Democrats. Democratic
candidates received $567,600
and the Republican candidates
received $207,000. The largest
contributor in this sector was
Justice for All (Trial Lawyers)
PAC with $121,650. The
second largest giver was the
Iowa Law PAC, which gave
$60,935.
The Over 2/3 of the
contributions from the
construction sector, $522,948 ,
went to Republican
candidates. Democratic
candidates received $253,642 .
The largest contributor of this
sector was the Associated
General Contractors of Iowa
PAC, which gave $185,220 .
The second largest contributor
was the Master Builders of
Iowa PAC giving $78,012.
The communications and
electronics sector was another
strong supporter of
Republican candidates. Two
individuals were the largestgiving contributors in this
sector. Richard McCormick,
past US West chairman, gave
$152,000 , all to his brother,
Mark McCormick, a
Democratic gubernatorial
candidate. Clark McCleod of
McLeodUSA Inc. gave
$130,400 . The Iowa
Telephone Association PAC
was a distant third, giving
$37,900.

The pie chart below depicts data from the table on page 4 in a graph. The category All Other
comprises the other 10 sectors in that table and excludes the $4.2million in unknowns. Of the 16
economic sectors, the top six sectors gave 68% of the 1998 total contributions.

The sectors the Institute uses to help identify contributors economic interest are subdivided into
specific industries. For example, the Finance, Insurance & Real Estate sector includes many
separate industries: accounting, banking, real estate, securities and investment, etc.
The table of top 10 industries shows the total contributed, and what percentage of the 1998 total
those contributions were. This table excludes political party money and contributions by
contributors whose economic or political affiliation the Institute could not identify.2

The chart below displays the percentage of 1998 contributions that were given by the top five
industry contributors. These five industries together accounted for 23% of all 1998 contributions.

The category all other is made up of the 104 other different industries that gave 77% of 1998
contributions and includes political party contributions but does not include $4.2 million in
unknowns.

The table below lists the top 10 contributors and their total contributions. This list excludes
contributions from candidates, political parties and political party PACs. In Iowa, the top 10
individuals or organizations contributed 12% of the total.

Iowa law prohibits contributions by corporations and anonymous parties. Otherwise, the state has
no limits on how much may be given, how many times contributions are made or by whom. No
regulations exist for accumulated campaign funds, or war chests, except for provisions regarding
the dissolution of a committee. 3

[1]

Patty Judge, elected to Senate District 46 in 1996, won the race for Secretary of Agriculture in
1998.
[2]
Unknown contributions for the 1998 Iowa database total $4,190,247 . The party money total is
$3,245,934 .
[3]
Money & Politics Iowa newsletter Volume 2, Issue 3; July, 1999.

