
1998 GEORGIA CAMPAIGN-FINANCE ANALYSIS  

By Mark Dixon 
September 25, 2000 

The Georgia 1998 elections covered nine statewide offices and the entire General Assembly. The 
General Assembly consists of 180 seats in the House of Representatives, and 56 seats in the 
Senate. 

The following table shows the breakdown of total money raised for the 1998 races by office. 

 

LEGISLATIVE CANDIDATES 

The following table shows the makeup of the Assembly and totals raised by party.  

 

Numbers from the two previous tables were averaged to create the graphs below. 



 

 

LEGISLATIVE WINNERS & LOSERS 



 

 

 

The last two tables above, which show total dollars raised and total number of candidates in each 
category, were used to create the averages shown in the graph below. The graph shows how 
much was raised, on average, by candidates who won, lost in the general and lost in the primary 
in the House and Senate. 

 

THE HOUSE 

Democrats controlled the House in Georgia after the 96 elections by a margin of 106 seats to the 
Republicans 74 seats. Republicans won back four seats in 1998. After the 98 elections, 
Republicans held 78 seats and the Democrats held 102 seats. 

Of the 180 House races, 23 were open and 78 were uncontested. Two of those uncontested races 
were open and all the rest were won by the only candidate running, the incumbent. Candidates 
running in the uncontested races raised, on average, $25,223. Candidates running in the 
contested races raised $30,431 on average. 

The table below details the top five fund-raising candidates in the House. 



 

Republican candidates for the House, as a group, raised $4,425,325 and won 78 seats. 
Democratic candidates for the House together raised $4,815,207 and won 102 seats. 

THE SENATE 

Democrats gained one Senate seat in the 1998 elections. The Democratic majority after the 98 
elections was 35 to the Republicans 21 seats. 

Of the 56 Senate races in 1998, 12 were open and 21 races were uncontested. The incumbents 
were re-elected in all the uncontested races. Candidates in the uncontested races raised, on 
average, $52,674. Candidates in the contested races raised $59,578, on average. 

The table below details the top five fund-raising candidates in the Senate. 

 

Republican candidates for the Senate, as a group, raised $3,051,760 and won 21 seats. 
Democratic candidates for the House together raised $4,190,948 and won 35 seats. 

THE GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION 

The race for governor of Georgia was open in 1998, which encouraged many candidates to run. 
The table below lists the candidates and how much money each raised. 



 

The following two tables show which five economic sectors gave the most to Roy Barnes and 
Guy Millner, and what percentage of their totals those top five sectors represented. 

 

 

THE STATEWIDE ELCTIONS 

Along with the gubernatorial contest, candidates ran for eight other statewide offices. Four of the 
eight races were open, as is shown in the table below. The other four races were incumbent vs. 
challengers and are shown in the table on the next page. Notice that in the open races, fund-
raising was closer between candidates, and in the incumbent races, the incumbent generally out-
raises the competition significantly. Also the open races tend to encourage more candidates to 
run. 



 



 

SOURCES OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

The following table shows which economic sectors gave the most money, and how much each 
party received. Contributions in the database that could not be identified are not included in this 
table. Also not included is $14,215,567 of balance forward and interest money that candidates 
received. 

 

The graphs that follow are industry or party breakdowns of the economic sectors, which show 
the various industries that make up each general sector. 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

MAPPING THE MONEY 

The maps that follow are county-by-county comparisons of contributions made during the 
Georgia 1998 elections. 

The first two green maps compare the population of Georgia to the total money given from 
within Georgia to the 1998 races. Notice that in the money map, Fulton County, the heart of 
downtown Atlanta, towers over the other counties. Of the $65,559,729 in contributions reported 
with ZIP codes in Georgia, $32,757,085 came from Fulton County. Distribution of contributions 
only vaguely mirrors distribution of population. 

POPULATION  GA 1998 CONTRIBUTIONS 

  

  



The next two maps of Georgia, shown in red, compare contributions to Democrats and 
Republicans by county. To make the relief between counties stand out more, Fulton County data 
was removed from these maps. If Fulton Co were mapped, it would be the tallest by far in each 
case. Republicans raised $18,923,182 from contributors in Fulton County and Democrats 
received $13,821,157 there. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DEMOCRATS $34,551,942 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO REPUBLICANS $30,705,660 



 

The top 10 contributors to Georgia 1998 elections are shows below. Party money and candidate 
contributions were not included. 

 

INCUMBENCY & CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 

• Out of 245 winners in the gubernatorial and legislative races, only 16 candidates or 6 
percent won without the advantage of incumbency or of raising the most money. 

• 217 of 245 winners or 89 percent raised the most money. 
• 203 of 245 winners or 83 percent were incumbents. 
• 229 of 245 winners or 94 percent had the advantages of incumbency, the most money, or 

both. 

CONTRIBUTION LIMITS 



The contribution limits in place during the 1998 elections were as follows: 

Statewide and gubernatorial candidates can receive $1,000 per non-election year from a single 
contributor and $5,000 from a contributor during an election year. That means that during the 
four-year term of a statewide office holder, $8,000 could be collected from each contributor. 

Candidates running in House and Senate races can raise $1,000 during off years and $2,000 
during election years. In a two-year term a legislator could raise a total of $3,000 from a single 
contributor. 

A contributor can be an individual, a PAC, or a business. 

 


