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Bush Rangers — those political supporters who raised $200,000 or more for President George W. 
Bush’s 2004 re-election campaign — have long been generous donors to federal and state parties 
and candidates. Recently, however, they’ve been holding back when it comes to national 
campaigns, with some even donating to a few Democrats. 

As for their reasons for stepping back from the national scene, Rangers point to “discontent with 
the war in Iraq, anger at the performance of Republicans in Congress and a general lack of 
enthusiasm.”1 While some Rangers have remained interested in state-level political campaigns 
only two of the top-10 Rangers in 2002 — Alex G. Spanos and William R. Timken, Jr. — gave 
enough to state-level candidates and party committees to warrant a place in the top 10 in 2006. 

Rangers contributed significantly more to state political parties and candidates in 2006, but not 
without changes in who gave and who got the political donations. 

RANGER C ON TR IBU TIONS  TO S TA TE-LEV EL COMM ITTEES,  2002-2006 2 

 ELECTIONS  
COMMITTEES 2002 2004 2006 TOTAL 

Party Committees $2,563,778 $1,986,998 $7,513,351 $12,064,127 
Governor & Lt. Governor  $2,430,530 $273,838 $1,499,813 $4,204,181 
Other Statewide Offices $1,133,908 $193,725 $812,048 $2,139,681 
Legislative Campaign Committees $570,127 $453,249 $464,875 $1,488,251 

TOTAL $6,698 ,343 $2,907 ,810 $10 ,085 ,087 $19 ,896 ,240 
 

A study of Ranger giving in states found: 

 Ranger contributions to state parties nearly tripled between the 2002 
and 2006 elections. 

 In 2006 Rangers gave 74 percent of their overall contributions to state 
parties — up from 68 percent in 2004 and 38 percent in 2002. 

 Republican party committees received 99 percent of the $12 million 
Rangers gave to state parties. 

 Over the three cycles, state Republican parties in 33 states received 
contributions from 80 Rangers, their families and/or their businesses. 

 2002 was the only election in which Rangers gave more money to the 
election campaigns for governor, legislative races or other elected 
officials than they gave to party committees. 

                                                             
1 Chris Cillizza and Matthew Mosk, “Many GOP Donors Yet to Open Wallets: Even Bush ‘Rangers’ Are Staying 
Away,” Washington Post [newpaper on-line]; available from http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2007/10/16/AR2007101602294.html; Internet; accessed on Oct. 17, 2007. 
2 Odd-year election contributions have been included in subsequent even-year election totals in all tables and 
text. Because the process of gathering, augmenting and analyzing data is ongoing, there are differences 
between these figures and those in an earlier Institute report, “Sharing the Wealth.”  
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 Rangers focused giving in their home states — only 13 percent of their 
donations went to out-of-state committees. 

 Alex Spanos — a wealthy California real estate developer — led all 
givers in every cycle, giving a total of $6.4 million and accounting for 
32 percent of all Ranger contributions. 

 California Ranger contributions account for almost half the money 
given by Bush Rangers between 2002 and 2006. And, California 
campaigns and party committees reaped the benefits by garnering 47 
percent of the overall total. 

 Between the 2002 and 2006 elections contributions to gubernatorial 
campaigns dropped by 38 percent and contributions to legislative 
campaigns dropped 28 percent. 

In a 2004 report, “Sharing the Wealth,” the National Institute on Money in State Politics used the 
Bush/Cheney ’04 Web site to identify a group of national-level contributors called Pioneers or 
Rangers and then researched who was also giving to state-level candidates and parties.3 An elite 
group of President George W. Bush’s supporters, the Pioneers began raising money in 2000 for 
then-Gov. Bush’s bid for the White House. This group of backers would gather checks from their 
circles of family and friends, business associates and colleagues and present them as a “bundle” to 
the Bush/Cheney committee. When bundle reached $100,000 or more, the supporter was given the 
title of Pioneer. During President Bush’s 2004 re-election bid, the bar was raised to $200,000; 
when that goal was reached, the supporter was bestowed the title of Ranger. 

This technique, known as bundling, was once considered an under-the-table, clandestine or even 
coercive method of fund raising; however, it has become an accepted means of campaign fund 
raising. In fact, the so-called bundlers are rewarded with titles, such as Ranger, and even gifts.  
But above the public recognition and the awarded titles, the value for the bundlers comes from the 
considerable rewards gained from influencing policy to federal appointments or federal contracts.4 

WHERE DO ES  TH E MON EY  CO ME F RO M? 

Rangers from 37 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico gave $19.9 million, with 48 
percent of that figure coming from California. California Rangers out-raised their counterparts in 
other states — Ohio placed a far second, accounting for 18 percent of the overall contributions, 
with New York at a distant 8 percent. Rangers from President Bush’s home state of Texas were 
responsible for only 3 percent of the total given. See page 7 for a table detailing Rangers’ 
contributions by home state. 

WHERE DID  THE MON EY  GO ? 

Bush Rangers spread $19.8 million to state-level candidates and committees in 49 states between 
2002 and 2006, with contributions totals ranging from more than $9.3 million in California to just 
$100 in West Virginia. California campaigns and party committees received the most in every 
election, accounting for 47 percent of the money Rangers gave across the country with the second 
                                                             
3 Linda Casey, “Sharing the Wealth,” National Institute on Money in State Politics, Oct. 29, 2004, p. 4. 
4 “Payola Pioneering: Exposing the Bush Pioneer/Ranger Networks,” Texans for Public Justice [on-line]; 
available from http://www.tpj.org/pioneers/pioneers04/summary.html, Internet; accessed Oct. 25, 2007. 
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highest percentage going to Ohio candidates and party committees at 15 percent. See page 8 for a 
table detailing Ranger contributions given in each state. 

A LOOK  A T TH E TO P 10  RANG ERS  IN  THE 20 02 TO  2006  ELECTIO NS 

Since 2002, some Rangers have remained interested in state-level political campaigns. And, 
although the total dollars contributed by Rangers increased dramatically between 2002 and 2006, 
the contributors holding spots in the top 10 list changed. In fact, only two of the original top 10 
Rangers in 2002 — Alex G. Spanos and William R. Timken, Jr. — gave enough to state-level 
candidates and party committees to warrant a place in the top 10 in 2006. 

TOP 10 RAN GERS GIVIN G TO S TA TE-LEV EL COMM ITTEES,  2002-2006 

RANK RANGER/FAMILY 2002 2004 2006 TOTAL 
 Alex G. Spanos* $1,746,890 $1,104,505 $3,410,150 $6,261,545 
 Faye G. Spanos $26,000 $19,500 $59,006 $104,506 

1 Alex G. & Faye G. Spanos     
 Real Estate Developer, California $1,772,890 $1,124,005 $3,469,156 $6,366,051 
 Carl H. Lindner, Jr.* $108,900 $89,500 $1,578,892 $1,777,292 
 Edyth B. Lindner $6,900 $65,500 $195,500 $267,900 
 S. Craig Lindner $0 $24,500 $72,500 $97,000 
 Carl H. Lindner, III* $0 $33,000 $63,500 $96,500 
 Martha S. Lindner $0 $27,000 $52,500 $79,500 
 Carl Lindner, Sr. $0 $5,000 $0 $5,000 
 Lindners     

2 Insurance, Ohio $115,800 $244,500 $1,962,892 $2,323,192 
 Friends of Pataki (George)     

3 Candidate Committee, New York $120,416 $100,000 $549,200 $769,616 
 Richard T. Farmer* $109,400 $65,000 $426,500 $600,900 
 Joyce E. Farmer $0 $17,000 $62,000 $79,000 

 Scott D. Farmer $0 $8,500 $14,850 $23,350 
 Richard T. & Joyce E. Farmer     

4 Clothing & Accessories, Ohio $109,400 $90,500 $503,350 $703,250 
 Jim Brulte campaign committees $495,321 $111,000 $70,600 $676,921 
 Sen. Jim Brulte $0 $990 $0 $990 
 Sen. Jim Brulte     

5 Candidate & Committees, California $495,321 $111,990 $70,600 $677,911 
 Duane R. Roberts* $264,470 $62,000 $116,300 $442,770 
 Kelly Roberts $0 $0 $55,800 $55,800 
 Duane R. & Kelly Roberts     

6 Real Estate Developer, California $264,470 $62,000 $172,100 $498,570 
 Richard J. “Dick” Caruso* $12,694 $11,200 $298,800 $322,694 
 Tina P. Caruso $0 $0 $135,600 $135,600 
 Richard J. & Tina P. Caruso     

7 Real Estate Developer, California $12,694 $11,200 $434,400 $458,294 
 Peter Finley Secchia* $157,175 $52,753 $218,050 $427,978 
 Joan Secchia $5,000 $2,600 $13,700 $21,300 

 Peter Finley & Joan Secchia     
8 Timber Companies, Michigan $162,175 $55,353 $231,750 $449,278 
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RANK RANGER/FAMILY 2002   2004 2006 TOTAL 

 Ward J. “Jack” Timken $50,400 $1,930 $103,125 $155,455 
 Ward J. “Tim” Timken, Jr. $0 $650 $80,700 $81,350 
 Mary J. Timken $73,900 $5,000 $0 $78,900 
 William R. Timken, Jr.* $48,500 $6,500 $13,950 $68,950 
 Sue P. Timken $29,000 $0 $0 $29,000 
 Joy A. Timken $4,000 $1,100 $6,500 $11,600 
 Timkens     

9 Manufacturing & Distributing, Ohio $205,800 $15,180 $204,275 $425,255 
 James H. Click, Jr.* $70,820 $59,870 $276,972 $407,662 
 Vicki M. Click $1,670 $0 $11,768 $13,438 
 Margaret L. Click $1,400 $100 $296 $1,796 
 Chris Click $700 $0 $200 $900 
 James H. Click, Sr. $560 $0 $0 $560 
 Clicks     

10 Auto Dealers, California $75,150 $59,970 $289,236 $424,356 
* Where more than one family member is listed, an asterisk denotes the actual Bush Ranger. 

 

BEHIND  THE N A MES 

ALEX G. SPANOS: California real estate developer, and founder and chairman of A.G. 
Spanos Co. — Alex Spanos, his wife Faye and their four children manage a real estate 
development company that began as a construction company, building apartment 
communities. A.G. Spanos also owns the San Diego Chargers, a professional football 
team. 

Alex and Faye Spanos remained the top state-level contributors among Bush Rangers for 2002 
through 2006. They contributed generously to the Republican Party in 2002, with 20 percent of 
their total contributions in that year going to parties, but they increased their party contributions in 
2004 and 2006, giving 97 percent and 96 percent of their totals, respectively, to parties. 

While not included in the totals reported in this study, the A.G. Spanos Co. itself has given almost 
$1.5 million — $1 million to the California Republican Party in 2006; $71,750 to candidate 
committees in 2002; and another $33,300 in 2004. Gubernatorial candidate campaigns in three 
states split $37,000 — $5,000 in Georgia in 2006, $22,000 in Nevada 2002 and 2004, and $10,000 
in New York in 2002. 

WILLIAM R. TIMKEN, JR: chairman of the board for the Timken Co., an Ohio manufacturing 
firm — Timken, along with members of his family, contributed $425,255 to state-level 
committees between 2002 and 2006. The family ranked ninth overall among Ranger contributors, 
down from the fifth spot it held in the 2002 election cycle. 

The Timken Co. also contributed to state-level committees. Although not included in the totals 
reported above, the company gave $730,570 — $94,250 in 2002, $171,070 in 2004 and $436,250 
in 2006. 
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Two Ohio Republican caucus committees and the state party have received $37,000 from Timken 
since 2002. Candidates running for legislature, governor and other statewide offices received 
$239,570 from Timken Co. between 2002 and 2006. 

The company gave to 10 different South Carolina candidates between 2002 and 2006 for a total of 
$9,500. In 2002 it gave $500 to a North Carolina candidate. 

CARL H. LINDNER, JR. and CARL H. LINDNER III: American Financial Group, an Ohio 
insurance company — These two Rangers and the Lindner family gave $2.3 million to state-level 
committees in 13 states between 2002 and 2006, but nearly $2 million of that was contributed in 
2006, with $1.3 million going to four Ohio Republican party committees and $200,000 to 
California, Kentucky and New Jersey. Of the total given by the Lindner family members, $1.7 
million went to state parties in eight  states. 

Not included in the totals in this report, but discussed in the Institute’s “Indecent Disclosure” 
report, are contributions the Lindners made to a nonprofit organization called Common Sense 
Ohio. Because of its nonprofit status, Common Sense Ohio is not allowed to engage in political 
activity but can pass money to its electioneering committee (Common Sense 2006) which then 
foots the bill for political activity.5  

WHERE A RE THEY N OW ? 

The top 10 Rangers during the 2002 election accounted for 56 percent of the overall total given by 
Bush Rangers and their families at the state level. While some of the faces changed over the next 
two elections, some of the 2002 top 10 still made up the lion’s share of money, accounting for 51 
percent of the overall Ranger total in 2004 and 43 percent in 2006. 

The following table shows the top 10 Rangers in 2002 and their position in a top-contributing 
Ranger list for subsequent elections. 

Michigan real estate developer C. Michael Kojaian ranked eighth in 2004 but shows no 
contributions in 2006. In 2002 and 2004, Kojaian contributed to Republican parties in his home 
state of Michigan ($165,000), as well as Florida ($20,000), South Dakota ($3,000) and Arkansas 
($5,000).  

H. Gary Morse, a Florida real estate developer, gave just $1,500 in 2004 after ranking fourth in 
2002, when he and his family gave $226,000 to the Florida Republican Party. 

Universal Forest Products’ former Executive Chairman, Peter Finley Secchia, and his wife Joan, 
have continued to rank high, but fell to the eleventh spot in 2004. 

In 2002, the California Republican Party received $125,000 of the $157,000 given by David 
Hanna, president of Hanna Capital Management. Hanna did not contribute to party committees in 
2004 or 2006.  However, he did give a combined $22,050 to legislative, gubernatorial and other 
elected office campaigns. 

                                                             
5 Linda King, “Indecent Disclosure,” National Institute on Money in State Politics, Aug. 1, 2007, p. 10. 



National Institute on Money in State Politics © 2007  
 

6 

2002 TOP 10  RA NGERS /FA MILY  RAN KING IN SU BS EQU EN T Y EARS 

 
 

ORIGINAL TOP 10  
RANGER/FAMILY 

R
A
N
K 

 
2002 

 
AMOUNT 

R
A
N
K 

 
2004 

 
AMOUNT 

R
A
N
K 

 
2006 

 
AMOUNT 

 
 
 

TOTAL 
Alex G. Spanos*  $1,746,890  $1,104,505  $3,410,150 $6,261,545 
Faye Spanos  $26,000  $19,500  $59,006 $104,506 
Alex G. & Faye Spanos        
Real Estate Developer, California 1 $1,772,890 1 $1,124,005 1 $3,469,156 $6,366,051 
Jim Brulte campaign committees  $495,321  $111,000  $70,600 $676,921 
Sen. Jim Brulte*    $990   $990 
Sen. Jim Brulte*        
Candidate & Committees, California 2 $495,321 3 $111,990 17 $70,600 $677,911 
Duane R. Roberts*  $264,470  $62,000  $116,300 $442,770 
Kelly Roberts  $0  $0  $55,800 $55,800 
Duane R. & Kelly Roberts        
Real Estate Developer, California 3 $264,470 9 $62,000 11 $172,100 $498,570 
H. Gary Morse*  $150,600  $1,000  $0 $151,600 
Renee B. Morse  $43,500  $500  $0 $44,000 
Mark Morse  $41,000  $0  $0 $41,000 
Morses        
Real Estate Developer, Florida 4 $235,100 74 $1,500 --   $0 $236,600 
Ward J. Timken (Jack)  $50,400  $1,930  $103,125 $155,455 
Ward J. Timken, Jr. (Tim)  $0  $650  $80,700 $81,350 
Mary J. Timken  $73,900  $5,000  $0 $78,900 
William R. Timken, Jr. *  $48,500  $6,500  $13,950 $68,950 
Sue P. Timken  $29,000  $0  $0 $29,000 
Joy A. Timken  $4,000  $1,100  $6,500 $11,600 
Timkens        
Manufacturing & Distributing, Ohio 5 $205,800 31 $15,180 9 $204,275 $425,255 
Bradford M. Freeman        
Securities & Investment, California 6 $186,700 22 $22,700 49 $14,500 $223,900 
Patrick G. Ryan*  $163,285  $12,500  $142,796 $318,581 
Shirley Ann Ryan  $0  $0  $2,546 $2,546 
Patrick G. & Shirley Ann Ryan        
Insurance, Illinois 7 $163,285 38 $12,500 14 $145,342 $321,127 
Peter Finley Secchia*  $157,175  $52,753  $218,050 $427,978 
Joan Secchia  $5,000  $2,600  $13,700 $21,300 
Peter Finley & Joan Secchia        
Forestry & Forest Products, Michigan 8 $162,175 11 $55,353 8 $231,750 $449,278 
David W. Hanna*  $157,000  $1,000  $11,900 $169,900 
Virginia Hanna  $0  $0  $8,900 $8,900 
Violet Hanna  $0  $0  $250 $250 
Hannas        
Securities & Investment, California 9 $157,000 82 $1,000 38 $21,050 $179,050 
C. Michael Kojaian*  $142,350  $70,500  $0 $212,850 
Elizabeth Kojaian  $10,200  $0  $0 $10,200 
C. Michael & Elizabeth Kojaian        
Real Estate Developer, Michigan 10 $152,550 8 $70,500 -- $0 $223,050 

* Where more than one family member is listed, an asterisk denotes the actual Bush Ranger member. 
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APPENDIX A  —  RA NGERS ’ C ON TR IBU TIONS BY  HOM E S TA TE 

STATE 2002 2004 2006 TOTAL 
California $3,249,923  $1,429,942  $4,882,098  $9,561,963  
Ohio $457,950  $387,255  $2,730,867  $3,576,072  
New York $494,386  $187,525  $832,700  $1,514,611  
Michigan $454,324  $191,674  $353,150  $999,148  
Florida $402,369  $28,000  $168,409  $598,778  
Texas $363,680  $98,555  $135,473  $597,708  
Illinois $165,535  $38,000  $148,742  $352,277  
North Carolina $126,150  $75,600  $79,272  $281,022  
New Jersey $163,400  $37,200  $71,399  $271,999  
Arizona $76,956  $17,750  $158,604  $253,310  
Missouri $61,500  $90,875  $65,600  $217,975  
Virginia $46,846  $11,150  $124,113  $182,110  
Colorado $64,000  $23,400  $87,850  $175,250  
Pennsylvania $93,752  $18,400  $45,200  $157,352  
Tennessee $63,200  $19,100  $48,700  $131,000  
Georgia $15,165  $28,904  $80,911  $124,980  
Massachusetts $33,200  $36,750  $41,005  $110,955  
Louisiana $75,413  $10,500  $25,000  $110,913  
Indiana $14,933  $80,421  $15,525  $110,879  
Delaware $55,600  $14,400  $28,500  $98,500  
New Mexico $54,700  $1,750  $7,450  $63,900  
South Carolina $28,250  $14,250  $18,893  $61,393  
Connecticut $28,350  $10,550  $16,000  $54,900  
District of Columbia $19,592  $9,200  $17,422  $46,214  
Wisconsin $23,618  $1,350  $10,100  $35,068  
Nebraska $17,600  $1,590  $14,600  $33,790  
Nevada $1,000  $1,015  $30,500  $32,515  
Maryland $7,660  $13,125  $1,910  $22,695  
Hawaii $11,815  $3,880  $4,455  $20,150  
Minnesota $3,675  $6,000  $8,275  $17,950  
South Dakota $3,000  $6,650  $7,450  $17,100  
Wyoming $1,500  $4,000  $11,250  $16,750  
Alabama $2,700  $0  $12,950  $15,650  
Kentucky $8,550  $3,000  $0  $11,550  
Vermont $2,000  $5,850  $900  $8,750  
Oklahoma $3,750  $0  $0  $3,750  
Arkansas $800  $200  $2,413  $3,413  
Maine $0  $0  $2,400  $2,400  
Puerto Rico $1,500  $0  $0  $1,500  

TOTAL $6,698 ,343   $2,907 ,811   $10 ,290 ,086  $19 ,896 ,240  
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APPENDIX B — R ANGERS C ON TR IBU TION S GIV EN  IN  EAC H S TA TE 

STATE 2002 2004 2006 TOTAL 
California $3,079,723  $1,336,592  $4,926,490  $9,342,805  
Ohio $377,009  $316,905  $2,347,475  $3,041,389  
New York $443,336  $193,025  $704,900  $1,341,261  
Michigan $423,324  $191,674  $388,450  $1,003,448  
Florida $675,607  $22,400  $216,050  $914,057  
Texas $327,405  $102,155  $112,973  $542,533  
Virginia $188,846  $0  $313,863  $502,710  
North Carolina $177,650  $78,850  $75,110  $331,610  
Arizona $97,556  $66,250  $148,696  $312,502  
Pennsylvania $94,852  $17,300  $188,329  $300,481  
New Jersey $110,867  $36,400  $149,399  $296,666  
Illinois $126,250  $12,000  $139,600  $277,850  
Missouri $30,000  $97,425  $25,600  $153,025  
Colorado $64,500  $23,600  $57,900  $146,000  
Georgia $15,165  $28,904  $97,953  $142,022  
Indiana $14,433  $111,671  $14,025  $140,129  
Tennessee $58,700  $19,100  $43,850  $121,650  
Massachusetts $29,300  $37,850  $38,805  $105,955  
Nevada $41,000  $34,015  $25,500  $100,515  
New Mexico $64,700  $1,750  $24,450  $90,900  
South Carolina $36,500  $14,000  $34,315  $84,815  
Hawaii $42,315  $21,280  $13,455  $77,050  
Delaware $13,000  $14,400  $32,850  $60,250  
Connecticut $34,250  $10,550  $15,100  $59,900  
Maryland $20,660  $31,275  $7,010  $58,945  
Wisconsin $36,403  $1,850  $11,100  $49,353  
Louisiana $0  $10,500  $22,500  $33,000  
Nebraska $16,500  $590  $14,600  $31,690  
Kentucky $13,550  $6,000  $10,500  $30,050  
Minnesota $2,675  $4,650  $15,325  $22,650  
Alabama $3,867  $0  $18,450  $22,317  
Oklahoma $10,100  $3,250  $7,500  $20,850  
Washington $0  $20,000  $0  $20,000  
North Dakota $2,000  $7,000  $10,500  $19,500  
New Hampshire $8,000  $11,250  $0  $19,250  
South Dakota $6,000  $6,650  $4,650  $17,300  
Arkansas $5,800  $200  $10,913  $16,913  
Wyoming $3,500  $4,000  $6,250  $13,750  
Vermont $2,000  $4,650  $900  $7,550  
Oregon $0  $0  $6,250  $6,250  
Utah $0  $6,000  $0  $6,000  
Iowa $1,000  $250  $1,500  $2,750  
Kansas $0  $0  $2,500  $2,500  
Mississippi $0  $0  $2,500  $2,500  
Idaho $0  $0  $1,000  $1,000  
Maine $0  $0  $1,000  $1,000  
Rhode Island $0  $1,000  $0  $1,000  
Montana $0  $500  $0  $500  
West Virginia $0  $100  $0  $100  

TOTAL $6,698 ,343   $2,907 ,811   $10 ,290 ,086  $19 ,896 ,240  
 


