World Jewish Population, 1989
Updated Estimates

T

HIS ARTICLE PRESENTS UPDATES, for the end of 1989, of the Jew
ish population estimates for the various countries of the world. 1 The estimates
reflect some of the results of a prolonged and ongoing effort to study scientifically
the demography of contemporary world Jewry.: Data collection and comparative
research have benefited from the collaboration of scholars and institutions in
many countries, including replies to direct inquiries regarding current estimates.
It should be emphasized, however, that the elaboration of a worldwide set of
estimates for the Jewish populations of the various countries is beset with diffi
culties and uncertainties.
About 96 percent of world Jewry is concentrated in ten countries. The aggregate
of these ten major Jewish population centers virtually determines the assessment of
the size of total world Jewry, estimated at 12.8 million persons in 1989. The country
figures for 1989 were updated from those for 1988 in accordance with the known
or estimated changes in the interval-vital events (i.e., births and deaths), identifi
cational changes (accessions and secessions), and migrations. In addition, correc
tions were introduced in the light of newly accrued information on Jewish popula
tions. Corresponding corrections were also applied retrospectively to the 1988
figures, which appear below in revised summary (see table 1), so as to allow adequate
comparison with the 1989 estimates.
During the year 1989 under review here, data-collection projects relevant to
Jewish population estimates were in planning or already under way in several
countries. Some of this ongoing research is part of a coordinated effort to update
the sociodemographic profile of world Jewry that was undertaken at the outset of
the 19905. J Two important sources have already yielded results on major Jewish

'The previous estimates, as of 1988. were published in AJYB 1990, vol. 90, pp. 514-32.
lMany of these activities have been carried out by. or in coordination with, the Division of
Jewish Demography and Statistics at the Institute of Contemporary-Jewry, the Hebrew Uni
versity of Jerusalem.
IFollowing an international conference in 1987 on Jewish population problems, sponsored
by the major Jewish organizations worldwide, an International Scientific Advisory Committee
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populations: the official population census of the Soviet Union held in 1989, and the
National Jewish Population Survey (NJPS) in the United States, completed in 1990:
The respective results basically confirm both the estimates reported by us in previous
AlYB volumes and, perhaps more importantly, our interpretation of the trends now
prevailing in the demography of world Jewry. At the same time, these new data
highlight the increasing complexity of the sociodemographic and identificational
processes underlying the definition of Jewish populations-hence the estimates of
their sizes. While we address below some of these conceptual problems, users of
population estimates should be aware of these difficulties and of the consequent
limitations of the estimates.

Concepts and Definitions
In many respects Jewish populations are subject to the general difficulties involved
in trying to define, identify, and enumerate minority groups. These difficulties are
augmented by the uniquely blended character of Jewry, with its religious, ethnic,
cultural, historical, and other components as well as the wide geographical scatter
and distinctive socioeconomic structure of Jewish groups.
In contemporary societies experiencing intense processes of secularization, accul
turation, and social interaction, the ideational (and statistical) boundaries between
different religious, ethnic, or cultural groups are no longer clearly and rigidly
defined, as they may have been in the past. Multiple bases of identification between
individual and community can coexist. Since group identity is not regulated by legal
provisions, individuals may change their preferences during their lifetimes. In
dividuals of Jewish origin may feel varying degrees of personal attachment to
Judaism or the Jewish community and may choose to cut the respective links,
whether or not formally adopting another group identity. These identificational
changes are reversible: persons who disclaim being Jews at some stage of life may
change their minds later. Even at the same time, some may admit or deny their
Jewishness under different circumstances. Another element in this general picture
is the growing frequency of mixed marriages. Some of the partners in interfaith
marriages prefer to unify the home, one of them adopting the group identity of the
other; others do not. Children of these marriages are likely to be exposed to the
different religious and cultural backgrounds of their parents, out of which their own
eventual identities will be shaped.
(ISAC) was established. Cochaired by Dr. Roberto Bachi of the Hebrew University and Dr.
Sidney Goldstein of Brown University, ISAC's function is to coordinate and monitor Jewish
population data collection internationally.
'The 1989-1990 National Jewish Population Survey was conducted under the auspices of
the Council of Jewish Federations with the supervision of a National Technical Advisory
Committee chaired by Dr. Sidney Goldstein of Brown University. Dr. Barry Kosmin of the
North American Jewish Data Bank and City University of New York Graduate School
directed the study.
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These fluid and voluntaristic patterns of group identification imply that the
concept of Jewish population is no longer simple and uniform, but one that offers
ground for alternative interpretations and even some confusion and misunderstand
ing--especially when large and heterogeneous amounts of data are handled and
compared. In an attempt to clarify these matters, we briefly outline here one concep
tual framework-applied throughout this article-that appears useful in the socio
demographic study of contemporary Jewries.
Core Jewish population. In contemporary social-scientific research on Jews, in
cluding demography, it is usual to consider as Jews all those who, when asked,
identify themselves as such; or, if the respondent is a different person in the same
household, are identified by him/her as Jews. We define this aggregate as the "core"
Jewish population. It includes all those who converted to Judaism or joined the
Jewish group informally. It excludes those of Jewish descent who formally adopted
another religion, as well as other individuals who did not convert out but currently
refuse to acknowledge their Jewishness. This categorization is intentionally compre
hensive, reflecting subjective feelings rather than halakhic (Rabbinic) or other legal
definitions.! Our definition of a person as a Jew does not depend on any measure
of that person's Jewish commitment or behavior-in terms of religiosity, beliefs,
knowledge, communal affiliation, or otherwise. The "core" Jewish population is the
conceptual target of our population estimates. In estimating the size of a Jewish
population, we include, in principle, all marginal individuals who have not ceased
to consider themselves Jewish.
Extended Jewish population. We adopt the term "extended" for the sum of the
"core" Jewish population and all other persons of Jewish parentage who are not
Jews currently (or at the time of investigation). These non-Jews with Jewish back
ground, as far as they can be ascertained, include: (a) persons who have themselves
adopted another religion, even though they may claim still to be Jews ethnically;
(b) other persons of Jewish parentage who disclaim to be Jews currently. In survey
taking it is usual, for both conceptual and practical reasons, to consider in this
context parentage only and not any more distant ancestry.
Enlarged Jewish population. We designate by the term "enlarged" the sum of the
"core" Jewish population, all other persons of Jewish parentage included in the
"extended" Jewish population, as well as their non-Jewish household members
(spouses, children, etc.). For both conceptual and practical reasons, this definition
does not include any other non-Jewish relatives living elsewhere.
These various definitions point to the importance of the household as the priIThe definition of "Who is a Jew?" according to Halakhah constituted the cardinal criterion
of Jewish identification across history. Normatively, it continues to bind all Orthodox and
many other Jewish communities in contemporary times. The constraints typical of empirical
research do not allow for ascertaining on a case-by-case basis the halakhic identity of each
individual included in surveys. Therefore. it is usual in most social-scientific research to rely
on the subjective criteria defined here.
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mary-and in social terms truly significant-reference unit for the study of Jewish
demography. For demographic research purposes, "eligible Jewish households" are
all those including at least one individual who is either currently Jewish or of Jewis~.
parentage. 6 Ideally, information should be collected on all the members of Jewish
households, Jews and others, to enable researchers to apply the above-and perhaps
additional-<iefinitions and to estimate the respective sizes of the various groups and
subgroups involved.
Clearly, while in the past "core," "extended," and "enlarged" Jewish populations
tended to overlap, today the respective sizes and characteristics may be quite differ
ent. The time perspective employed in these definitions mainly relates to the two
generations of the surveyed individuals and their parents. Other, more extended
generational or time perspectives might be considered in the attempt to estimate the
size of populations of Jewish origin, based on prolonged genealogical reconstruc
tions. Such approaches, albeit of some interest for historical research, will not be
considered here.
Another definitional framework stems from the special position of Israel as a
country of destination for Jewish international migration, nowadays chiefly from the
Soviet Union. Israel's most distinctive legal framework for the acceptance and
absorption of new immigrants is provided by the Law of Return (Hok Hashvut),
first passed in 1950 and amended in 1954 and 1970. That basic law awards Jewish
new immigrants immediate citizenship and other civil rights in Israel. According
to the current, amended version of the Law of Return, a Jew is any person born to
a Jewish mother, or converted to Judaism (regardless of denomination-Orthodox,
Conservative, or Reform). Conversion from Judaism, as in the case of some "ethnic"
Jews who currently identify with another religion, entails loss of eligibility for Law
of Return purposes. Significantly, the law extends its provisions to all current Jews
and to their Jewish or non-Jewish spouses, children, and grandchildren, as well as
to the spouses of such children and grandchildren. It can readily be seen, therefore,
that due to its three-generational time perspective and lateral extension, the Law of
Return applies to a wide population. This population is of wider scope not only than
the "core" but even than the "enlarged" Jewish population, as defined above.
Finally, it should be noted that the actual contents and patterns of Jewish identity
and behavior may vary widely within the "core" Jewish population itself, from
strongly committed to very marginal. The respective differentials are associated with
sociodemographic trends that may ultimately affect Jewish population size. These
issues are, however, beyond the scope of the present article, which is mostly con
cerned with the bare attempt to estimate the size of "core" Jewish populations in
the countries of the world.

6This approach was followed in the two U.S. National Jewish Population Studies of 1970
1971 and 1989-1990.
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Jewish Population Trends
The world's Jews are highly dispersed. In most countries their number is now
rather small, and they constitute no more than a minute fraction of the entire
population. Consequently, though Diaspora Jews tend to cluster in large cities, they
are greatly exposed to assimilation. While the major thrust of the assimilatory
process tends to be associated with secessions from the Jewish population (whether
formal or informal), there also are gains through accessions of non-Jewish-born
persons. It is the net balance of these identificational changes that matters demo
graphically. Outmarriages may involve demographic losses to the Jewish population
if less than half of the children are themselves Jews. Moreover, in the longer run,
the overall cohesion of a Jewish community may be affected, with consequences for
its population size as well. What counts in the demographic balance of Diaspora
Jewries is "effectively Jewish" fertility and birthrate, including only those newborn
who are Jews. '
The Jews in most countries of the Diaspora are characterized by very low fertility,
which is the major cause for great population aging. An increased proportion of
elderly in the population actually implies not only many deceased and a higher death
rate, but also a reduced proportion of persons of reproductive age and therefore a
relatively lower birthrate. While there are differences in the levels of these demo
graphic factors between the Jews in various regions and countries, in all major
Diaspora populations the joint balance of the natural and identificational changes
is now close to nil or outrightly negative, with Jewish deaths frequently outnumber
ing Jewish births. These negative tendencies have been taken into account in updat
ing the estimates of the Jews in many countries.
A notable paradox of Diaspora Jewish demography is that growth of an "en
larged" Jewish population-following intense outmarriage and an increasing num
ber of persons in households with both Jewish and non-Jewish members-may go
hand in hand with stagnation or even diminution of the respective "core" Jewish
population. A case in point is provided by the recent demographic transformations
of the Jewish population in the United States (see below).
With regard to the balance of external migrations, there is no regularity among
the various Diaspora populations or even in the same population over time. Where
the migratory balance is positive-e.g., in North America-it counteracts or even
outweighs any numerically negative influence of internal demographic develop
ments. Where the migratory balance is negative, as in Eastern Europe, it may cause
or aggravate the decrease of a Jewish population. In 1989, the overall volume of
international migrations of Jews was higher than in previous years, though the
outflow of Jewish emigration from the Soviet Union was still restricted.
'A fuller discussion of the subject can be found in V.O. Schmelz, "Jewish Survival: The
Demographic Factors," AJYB 1981, vol. 81, pp. 61-117. See also Aging of World Jewry
(Jerusalem, 1984), by the same author.
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In contrast, in Israel the impact of outmarriage and secessions from Judaism is
statistically negligible. The fact that Israeli society has a Jewish majority encourages
accessions (formal or informal) of non-Jewish members in mixed immigrant house
holds. A positive net balance of accessions and secessions results. Moreover, until
the early 1980s and again in 1990 Israel had a positive migration balance.
Jewish fertility levels in Israel are comparatively high, and the Jewish age struc
ture is significantly younger than among Diaspora Jews and the general populations
of the other developed countries. The previously substantial fertility differentials
between Jews ingathered in Israel from Asia-Africa and Europe-America are no
longer in evidence. Remarkably, European Jews in Israel have not participated in
the drastic fertility decline that has characterized the developed nations and particu
larly the Diaspora Jews during the last few decades, but have actually raised their
fertility somewhat. In recent years, both major origin groups among Israel's Jews
have displayed a fertility level surpassing not only the vast majority of Diaspora
Jewry but also the general populations in other developed countries.
In the overall demographic balance of world Jewry, the natural increase ofIsrael
has, so far, made up for the losses in the Diaspora. But such compensation will not
be possible for much longer. As a consequence of the intensifying demographic
deficit in the Diaspora, a trend toward some reduction in the total size of world
Jewry is probably setting in. The relative share of Israel in that total is on the
increase, regardless of aliyah and yeridah (immigration to, and emigration from,
Israel), which obviously constitute only internal transfers within the global Jewish
framework.

Sources of Data and Estimation Problems
Available demographic information on Jews is deficient in both quantity and
quality. Besides the conceptual problems discussed above, difficulties involved in
estimating the size of Jewish populations reflect the substantive complexity of Dias
pora demography. Relevant aspects are the great geographical scattering ofJews-a
factor that makes multiple data collection mandatory but also hinders its feasibility;
and the Jews' unusually strong demographic dynamics in many respects-migra
tions, social mobility, family formation patterns (including outmarriage), etc.. More
specific difficulties in estimating the up-to-date size of Jewish populations are due
to measurement problems.
Particular difficulties exist with regard to the countries of Eastern Europe, whose
Jewish populations were drastically reduced during and after World War II. Pro
longed antireligious policies in these countries have had a negative effect on the
identity of genealogically Jewish persons, many of whom may have severed, insofar
as it depends on themselves, all links with Jewishness. The resulting uncertainties
have led to wishful thinking in terms of exaggerated estimates, and account for the
widely differing numbers of Jews that have been circulated for these countries.
Figures on Jews from population censuses are unavailable for most Diaspora
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communities, though they do exist for some important ones. In general, the practice
of self-determination is followed in relevant censuses and surveys which inquire into
religion or ethnicity, thus providing results close to our definition of a "core" Jewish
population. Even where census statistics on Jews are forthcoming, they are usually
scant, because the Jews are a small minority of the total population. There have been
instances where detailed tabulations on Jews were undertaken, through Jewish
initiative, from official census material; examples are Canada, Argentina, and South
Africa. In some countries where Jewishness is associated with actual or feared
discrimination. individuals may prefer not to describe themselves as Jews. Else
where, as has happened in some Latin American countries, non-Jews may be errone
ously included as Jews. These problems require statistical evaluation whose feasibil
ity and conclusiveness depend on the relevant information available. Reliable figures
are currently forthcoming for the Jews of Israel from official statistics.
Surveys are the major way of obtaining comprehensive information on Jewish
populations in the absence of official censuses. In the Diaspora, Jewish-sponsored
surveys have the additional advantage of being able to inquire into matters of
specifically Jewish interest, e.g., Jewish education, observances, and attitudes. How
ever. since they address themselves to a small and scattered minority with identifi
cation problems, surveys are not easy to conduct competently and may encounter
difficulties with regard to both coverage and response, especially from marginal
Jews. Again, these aspects require evaluation. Over the last decades, countrywide
Jewish population surveys were undertaken in the United States. South Africa,
France, Italy, and the Netherlands. Local surveys have been carried out in many
cities of the United States, the United Kingdom, Argentina. Brazil, Australia, and
some smaller communities. However, these several initiatives have so far been
uncoordinated with regard to content and method.
In certain countries or localities, Jewish community registers include the largest
part of the Jewish population. Often the same communities keep records of Jewish
vital events-especially marriages performed with a Jewish ceremony and Jewish
burials. However. communal registers tend to cover mixed households insufficiently.
In addition. although the amount and quality of updating varies from place to place,
communal registers generally lag behind the actual situation of the respective Jewish
populations.
Finally. many estimates of Jewish Diaspora populations for which no solid data
from censuses or surveys exist are regrettably of unspecified or dubious source and
methodology. This situation contrasts with the amount and quality of demographic
information available for Jews in Israel. Israel took its latest census in 1983, but has
constantly updated statistics of its Jewish population size and characteristics.
Besides the conceptual and measurement difficulties affecting baseline figures on
Jewish population size, similar problems recur with regard to the updating informa
tion which should account for all the various types of changes in the time elapsed
since that base date. Age-sex-specific models can be of use for vital events and
identificational changes. They may be applied after studying the evolution of the
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respective or similar Jewish populations. With regard to the migratory balance in
any updating interval, concrete information must be gathered, because of the above
mentioned irregularity, over time, in the intensity of many migratory streams.
Not a few Jews have some residential status in more than one country. This may
be due to business requirements, professional assignments in foreign countries,
climatic differences between countries, periods of prolonged transit for migrants,
etc. The danger of double-counting or omissions is inherent in such situations. This
is particularly critical regarding some countries in Central and tropical South Amer
ica, Africa, and East Asia, where the relatively few Jews living permanently may
be outnumbered by a floating population of temporary Jewish residents or tourists.
As far as possible, we have tried to account for such persons only once, giving
precedence to the usual country of residence.
The problem is even more acute with regard to residential status in more than
one locality of the same country. This may adversely affect-through omissions, or
more likely, double-counting-the accuracy of national Jewish population estimates
obtained by summing up reports for individual localities.

Presentation of Data
The detailed estimates of Jewish population distribution in each continent (tables
2-6 below) aim at the concept of "core" Jewish population as defined earlier in this
article. The reader will. recall that "extended" or "enlarged" Jewish populations,
including Jews, non-Jews of Jewish parentage. and respective non-Jewish household
members, may result in significantly higher estimates. Separate figures are provided
for each country with at least 100 resident Jews. Residual estimates of "other" Jews
living in smaller communities, or staying temporarily in transit accommodations,
supplement some of the continental totals. For each of the reported countries, the
four columns in the following tables provide the United Nations estimate of mid
year 1989 total population, ~ the estimated end-1989 Jewish population, the propor
tion of Jews per 1.000 of total population, and a rating of the accuracy of the Jewish
population estimate.
There is wide variation in the quality of the Jewish population estimates for
different countries. For many Diaspora countries it would be best to indicate a range
(minimum-maximum) rather than a definite figure for the number of Jews. It would
be confusing. however, for the reader to be confronted with a long list of ranges;
this would also complicate the regional and world totals. Yet, the figures actually
indicated for most of the Diaspora communities should be understood as being the
central value of the plausible range of the respective core Jewish populations. The
relative magnitude of this range varies inversely to the accuracy of the estimate.

'See United Nations, Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, Statistical
Office, World Population Prospects /988. Population Studies, no. 106 (New York, 1989). The
figures are projections for 1989 based on latest estimates available in 1988.
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ACCURACY RATING

The three main elements affecting the accuracy of each estimate are the nature
and quality of the base data, the recency of the base data, and the method of
updating. A simple code combining these elements is used to provide a general
evaluation of the reliability of the Jewish population figures reported in the detailed
tables below. The code indicates different quality levels of the reported estimates:
(A) base figure derived from countrywide census or relatively reliable Jewish popula
tion surveys; updated on the basis of full or partial information on Jewish population
movements in the respective country during the intervening period; (B) base figure
derived from less accurate but recent countrywide Jewish population investigation;
partial information on population movements in the intervening period; (C) base
figure derived from less recent sources, and/or unsatisfactory or partial coverage of
Jewish population in the particular country; updating according to demographic
information illustrative of regional demographic trends: (D) base figure essentially
conjectural; no reliable updating procedure. In categories (A), (B), and (C), the
years in which the base figures or important partial updates were obtained are also
stated.
For countries whose Jewish population estimate of 1989 was not only updated but
also revised in the light of improved information, the sign .. x.. is appended to the
accuracy rating.

Distribution of World Jewish Population by Jfajor Regions
Table I gives an overall picture of Jewish population for 1989 as compared to
1988. For 1988 the originally published estimates are presented along with some
what revised figures that take into account, retrospectively, the corrections made in
1989 in certain country estimates, in the light of improved information. These
corrections resulted in a net decrease of world Jewry's estimated size by 166,500,
primarily due to the new estimate for the United States. Some explanations are given
below for the countries whose estimates were revised.
The size of world Jewry at the end of 1989 is assessed at 12,810,300. According
to the revised figures, the change between 1988 and 1989 was almost negligible-an
estimated loss of 8.200 people, or about - 0.06 percent. Despite all the imperfections
in the estimates, it is clear that world Jewry has reached "zero population growth,"
with the natural increase in Israel compensating for the demographic decline in the
Diaspora.
The number of Jews in Israel rose from a figure of 3,659,500 in 1988 to 3,717,100
at the end of 1989-an increase of 57,600 people, or 1.6 percent. In contrast, the
estimated Jewish population in the Diaspora declined from 9,159,500 (according to
the revised figures) to 9,093,200-a decrease of 66,300 people, or 0.7 percent. These
changes were almost entirely due to internal demographic evolution, since in 1989
the estimated net migratory balance between the Diaspora and Israel amounted to
about 11,000 (Israel gained migrants on balance).
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TABLE 1.

ESTIMATED JEWISH POPULATION, BY CONTINENTS AND MAJOR GEO
GRAPHICAL REGIONS,

1988 AND 1989

1988
Region

World
Diaspora
Israel
America,
Total
North a
Central
South
Europe,
Total b
ECb
West,
other b
East and
Balkansd
Asia, Total
Israel
Rest d
Africa, Total
North
Central
South
Oceania

199 1

Original
Abs. N.

12,979,000 12,818,500
9,320,000 9,159,500
3,659,000 3,659,000

% Change
1988-1989

1989

Revised
Abs. N.
Percent

Abs. N.

Percent

100.0
71.5
28.5

12,810,300
9,093,200
3,717,100

100.0
71.0
29.0

-0.1
-0.7
+ 1.6

-0.0

6,447,600
6,010,000
46,500
392,100

6,263,600
5,825,000
46,500
392,100

48.9
45.4
0.4
3.1

6,261,700
5,825,000
46,700
390,000

48.9
45.5
0.4
3.0

+0.4
-0.5

2,607,500
1,010,400

2,622,800
1,01O,900c

20.4
7.9

2,558,400
1,019,200c

20.0
8.0

-2.5
+0.8

43,200

43,200

0.3

52,300

0.4

+21.1

1,553,900

1,568,700

12.2

1,486,900

11.6

-5.2

3,692,400
3,659,000
33,400

3,692,600
3,659,000
33,600

28.8
28.5
0.3

3,750,700
3,717,100
33,600

29.3
29.0
0.3

+ 1.6
+ 1.6

141,900
12,700
14,100
115,100

149,900
12,700
22,100
115,100

1.2
0.1
0.2
0.9

149,900
12,700
22,100
115,100

1.2
0.1
0.2
0.9

89,600

89,600

0.7

89,600

0.7

aU.S.A. and Canada.
blncluding Jewish migrants in transit.
cUnified Germany included in the EC.
dThe Asian regions of USSR and Turkey are included in "East Europe and Balkans."
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About half of the world's Jews reside in the Americas, with 45 percent in North
America. Twenty-nine percent live in Asia, excluding the Asian territories of the
USSR and Turkey-nearly all of them in Israel. Europe, including the Asian
territories of the USSR and Turkey, accounts for one-fifth of the total. The propor
tions of the world's Jews living in Africa and Oceania are very small.
Among the major geographical regions listed in table I, the number of Jews in
Israel-and, consequently, in total Asia-increased in 1989. By the end of 1989,
Israel's Jews constituted 29 percent of total world Jewry. The (revised) total number
ofJews estimated for North America was not changed. Most other regions remained
stable or sustained decreases in Jewish population size.
World Jewry constitutes about 2.5 per 1,000 of the world's total population. One
in about 406 people in the world is a Jew.

Individual Countries
THE AMERICAS

In 1989 the total number ofJews in the American continents was somewhat more
than six and a quarter million. The overwhelming majority (93 percent) resided in
the United States and Canada, less than 1 percent lived in Central America (includ
ing Mexico), and about 6 percent lived in South America-with Argentina and
Brazil the largest Jewish communities (see table 2).
United States. The 1989-1990 National Jewish Population Survey (NJPS), spon
sored by the Council of Jewish Federations and the North American Jewish Data
Bank (NAJDB), provided the much awaited benchmark information about size and
characteristics of U.S. Jewry and the basis for subsequent updates. According to first
releases of the results of this important national sample study.~ the "core" Jewish
population in the United States comprised 5,515,000 persons in 1990. Of these,
185,000 were converts to Judaism. An estimated 210,000 persons not included in
the previous figures were born or raised as Jews but converted to another religion.
A further 1,115,000 people, thereof 415.000 adults and 700,000 children below 18,
were of Jewish parentage but followed a religion other than Judaism at the time of
the survey. All together, these various groups formed an "extended" Jewish popula
tion of 6,840,000. NJPS also included 1,350,000 non-Jewish-born members of eligi
ble (Jewish) households. The study's "enlarged" Jewish population thus consisted
of about 8,200,000 persons.
Comparison with the results of the previous National Jewish Population Study,
conducted in 1970-1971, is complicated by the following: various versions of the
'Council of Jewish Federations, news release, New York, Nov. 9. 1990; Barry A. Kosmin
and Jeffrey Scheckner, "Jewish Population in the United States, 1990," AJYB 1991, vol. 91,
pp. 204-224.
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TABLE 2.

199 1

ESTIMATED JEWISH POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN THE AMERICAS,

1989

Total
Population

Jewish
Population

Jews per
1,000
Population

Canada
United States

26,310,000
247,341,000

310,000
5,515,000

11.8
22.3

Total Northern America

273,770,oooa

5,825,000

21.3

257,000
2,941,000
10,237,000
7,018,000
8,935,000
2,483,000
86,737,000
191,000
2,370,000
3,658,000
111,000
23,234,000

300
2,000
700
100
800
300
35,000
400
5,000
1,500
300
300

1.2
0.7
0.1
0.0
0.1
0.1
0.4
2.1
2.1
0.4
2.7
0.0

Total Central America

148,172,000

46,700

0.3

Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Ecuador
Paraguay
Peru
Suriname
Uruguay
Venezuela

31,930,000
7,113,000
147,399,000
12,960,000
31,192,000
10,490,000
4,157,000
21,790,000
397,000
3,104,000
19,245,000

218,000
600
100,000
15,000
6,500
900
900
3,500
200
24,400
20,000

6.8
0.1
0.7
1.2
0.2
0.1
0.2
0.2
0.5
7.9
1.0

Total Southern America

290,892,oooa

390,000

1.3

Total

712,834,000

6,261,700

8.8

Country

Bahamas
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominican Republic
Guatemala
Jamaica
Mexico
Netherlands Antilles
Panama
Puerto Rico
Virgin Islands
Other

aIncluding countries not listed separately.

Accuracy
Rating
B 1981-86
A 1990 X

C
C
D
D
B
B
C
D
C
C
C
D

C
C
C
C
C
C
C
B
B
D
D

1973
1986

1983
1988
1980
1989 X
1986
1986

1960-89
1986
1980
1988
1986
1985
1984
1985
1986
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results were published;lo time and circumstances did not allow for detailed
analysis of the 1990 results before these lines were written; there are margins of error
when two sample studies are compared, especially if they were conducted under
differing circumstances 20 years apart. Still, it is sufficiently clear-and very relevant
to the assessment of trends-that the "core" Jewish population hardly grew, if at
all, whereas the "extended," and especially the "enlarged" Jewish population in the
United States increased significantly. This attests numerically to the strengthening
of assimilatory trends and to intensifying sociodemographic integration of Ameri
can Jews with the general population. The new data also reflect the use of more
systematic random surveying methods, and the somewhat wider definition of eligible
households in the 1989-1990 NJPS, in comparison to the 1970-1971 study.
Our previous estimate of the size of U.S. "core" Jewish population, relating to
end 1988, was 5,700,OOO-a figure we had kept steady for several years, explicitly
waiting for the results of the new survey. The new estimate essentially confinns the
order of magnitude of U.S. Jewry, but is lower by 185,000 persons ( - 3.3 percent).
By reporting for the end of 1989 the NJPS figure, which actually refers to mid-1990,
we assume that the current balance of demographic changes in the U.S. "core"
Jewish population is close to nil. It is actually possible that in the most recent past
the influence of internal evolution on the size of U.S. Jewry may have been negative
(though there is no consensus with regard to this assessment). Indeed, several local
surveys taken in recent years provide evidence oflow "effectively Jewish" birthrates,
increasing outmarriage rates, declining rates of conversion to Judaism, and increas
ing aging among the Jewish population. 11
Over the whole 1970-1990 period, several hundred thousand Jews migrated to
the United States, especially from the USSR, Israel, Iran, and Latin America. In
the earlier years, the international migration balance of U.S. Jewry must have
generated an actual increase of Jewish population size. The volume of Jewish
international migration during most of the mid- 1980s was small, but toward the end
of 1988 signs of increase began to appear. In 1989, about 40,000 immigrants from
the Soviet Union were admitted to the United States. 12 The fact that the expected
"'The 1970-1971 NJPS results were reported by the study director. Fred Massarik, in
"National Jewish Population Study," AJYB 1974-75, vol. 75, pp. 29fr.97; and, by the same
author. "The Boundary of Jewishness: Some Measures of Jewish Identity in the United States,"
in U.O. Schmelz, P. Glikson, S. DellaPergoJa, eds., Papers in Jewish Demography 1973 (Jerusa
lem. 1977), pp. 117-39. A different set of estimates was prepared by the 1970-1971 NJPS chief
statistician, Bernard Lazerwitz, in "An Estimate ofa Rare Population Group: The U.S. Jewish
Population," Demography, vol. 15, 1978, pp. 389-94. The matter was summarized in U.O.
Schmelz, World Jewish Population: Regional Estimates and Projections (Jerusalem, 1981), pp.
32-36.
IIU.O. Schmelz and Sergio DeliaPergola. Basic Trends in u.s. Jewish Demography, Jewish
Sociology Papers, American Jewish Committee (New York. 1988); and Sidney Goldstein,
"American Jewish Demography: Inconsistencies That Challenge," in U.O. Sc'hmelz and S.
DellaPergola, eds., Papers in Jewish Demography 1985 (Jerusalem, 1989), pp. 23-42.
uU.S. Department of Justice. Immigration and Naturalization Service, 1990, unpublished
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influence of international migration did not show up in the size of U.S. "core"
Jewish population according to NJPS indicates that the balance of other factors of
."core" population change over that whole 20-year period must have been somewhat
negative. Referring again to our conceptual and definitional framework, it is worth
noting that in 1990 the "core" Jewish population comprised about two-thirds of the
"enlarged" Jewish population; conversely, the latter exceeded the fonner by roughly
one-half.
The research team of the NAJDB, which is responsible for the primary handling
of NJPS data files, has also continued its yearly compilation of local Jewish popula
tion estimates. These are reported elsewhere in this volume. I] NAJDB estimated the
U.S. Jewish population in 1986 at 5,814,000, including "under 2 percent" non
Jewish household members. This was very close to our own previous estimate of
5,700,000. The NAJDB estimate was modified to 5,943,700 for 1987, to 5,935,000
for 1989, and to 5,981,000 for 1990. These changes do not reflect actual sudden
growth or decline, but rather corrections and adaptations made in the figures for
several local communities. It should be realized that compilations of local estimates,
even if as painstaking as in the case of the NAJDB, are subject to a great many local
biases and tend to fall behind the actual pace of national trends. This is especially
true in a context of vigorous internal migration, as in the United States. The new
NJPS figure, in spite of sample-survey biases, provides a more reliable national
Jewish population baseline.
Canada. In Canada the 1981 census enumerated 296,425 Jews according to
religion. By adding 9,950 persons who reported "Jewish" as their single reply to the
census question on ethnic origin, while not reporting any non-Jewish religion (such
as Catholic, Anglican, etc.), the figure rises to 306,375. There were additional
persons who did not report a non-Jewish religion but mentioned "Jewish" as part
of a multiple response to the question on ethnic origin. It is likely that some of them
were merely thinking in tenns of ancestry and did not actually consider themselves
as Jews at the time of the census. Yet, after including a reasonable portion of the
latter group, a total "core" Jewish population of 310,000 was suggested for 1981.
A further 5,140 Canadians, who reported being Jewish by ethnic origin but identi
fied with another religion, were not included in our estimate.
The population census held in Canada in 1986 provided new data on ethnic
origins but not on religious groups. A total of245,855 persons reported being Jewish
as a single reply to the question on ethnic origin, as against 264,020 in the same
category in 1981. A further 97,655 mentioned a Jewish origin as part of a multiple
(ISAC) was established. Cochaired by Dr. Roberto Bachi of the Hebrew University and Dr.
Sidney Goldstein of Brown University, ISAC's function is to coordinate and monitor Jewish
population data collection internationally.
IlThe first in a new series of yearly compilations of local U.S. Jewish population estimates
appeared in Barry A. Kosmin, Paul Ritterband, and Jeffrey Scheckner, "Jewish Population
in the United States, 1986," AJYB 1987, vol. 87, pp. 164-91. The 1990 update appears
elsewhere in the present volume.
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response to the 1986 question on ethnic origin, as compared to apparently 30,000
40,000 in 1981. Thus, a substantial increase in the number of Canadians reporting
partially Jewish ancestry seemed to offset the decline in the number of those with
a solely Jewish identification according to the ethnic criterion. Besides actual demo
graphic and identificational trends, changes in the wording of the relevant questions
in the two censuses may have influenced these variations in the size of the Canadian
"ethnically" Jewish population.
The 1986 census data indicated that about 9,000 Jews migrated to Canada be
tween 1981 and 1986; more immigration arrived in the following years. In the light
of this admittedly partial evidence, and considering the increasingly aged Jewish
population structure, it is suggested that a migratory surplus may have roughly
offset the probably negative balance of internal evolution since the 1981 census.
Consequently, the 1981 figure of 310,000 was kept unchanged throughout 1989. The
next census, in 1991, is again expected to include questions on both religion and
ethnic origin and will thus provide a new baseline for the estimate of Canada's
Jewish population.
Central America. The estimate for Mexico was kept unchanged at 35,000. The
official Mexican censuses have given widely varying figures-17,574 in 1950;
100,750 in 1960; 49,277 in 1970; 61,790 in 1980. It is generally admitted that the
last three censuses mistakenly included among the Jews many thousands of non
Jews living outside the known regions of Jewish residence in that country. In 1990
a new census was undertaken, but the reported figure of Jews was not available at
the time of this writing. A Jewish-sponsored population survey of Mexican Jewry
was launched at the end of 1990, and results are expected in 1991. Panama's Jewish
population-the second largest in Central America-is estimated to have grown to
5,000.
South America .14 The Jewish population of Argentina, the largest in that geo
graphical region, is marked by a negative balance of internal evolution. Since the
196Os, the balance of external migrations was strongly negative; after the restoration
of a democratic regime in the early 1980s emigration diminished and there was some
return migration. In 1989, emigration increased again. Accordingly, the estimate for
Argentinian Jewry was reduced from 220,000 in 1988 to 218,000 in 1989.
The official population census of Brazil in 1980 showed a figure of91,795 Jews.
Since it is possible that some otherwise identifying Jews failed to declare themselves
as such in the census, a corrected estimate of 100,000 was adopted for 1980 and has
been kept unchanged through 1989, assuming that the overall balance of vital events
and external migrations was close to zero. The 100,000 figure fits the admittedly
I'For a more detailed discussion of the region's Jewish population trends, see V.O. Schmelz
and Sergio DelIaPergola, "The Demography of Latin American Jewry," AJYB 1985, vol. 85,
pp. 51-102. See also Sergio DelIaPergola, "Demographic Trends of Latin American Jewry,"
in J. Laikin Elkin and G. W. Merks, eds., The Jewish Presence in Latin America (Boston, 1987),
pp. 85-133.

TABLE 3.

ESTIMATED JEWISH POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN EUROPE, 1989

Country
Belgium
Denmark
France
Germanya
Great Britain
Greece
Ireland
Italy
Luxembourg
Netherlands
Portugal
Spain
In transit b

Total
Population
9,931,000
5,120,000
55,979,000
77,271,000
56,861,000
10,031,000
3,685,000
57,290,000
367,000
14,700,000
10,264,000
39,193,000

Jews per
Jewish
1,000
Population Population
31,800
6,500 .
530,000
35,000
320,000
4,900
1,900
31,400
700
25,700
300
12,000
19,000

3.2
1.3
9.5
0.5
5.6
0.5
0.5
0.5
1.9
1.7
0.0
0.3

340,692,000

1,019,200

3.0

7,493,000
4,963,000
30,000
4,200,000
8,343,000
6,514,000
976,000

6,300
1,300
600
1,000
15,000
19,000
100
9,000

0.8
0.3
20.0
0.2
1.8
2.9
0.1

32,519,000

52,300

1.6

Albania
Bulgaria
Czechoslovakia
Hungary
Poland
Romania
Turkeyd
USSRd
Yugoslavia

3,190,000
9,003,000
15,632,000
10,569,000
38,210,000
23,161,000
54,564,000
285,861,000
23,711,000

300
3,100
7,900
58,000
4,100
19,000
20,000
1,370,000
4,500

0.1
0.3
0.5
5.5
0.1
0.8
0.4
4.8
0.2

Total Eastern Europe and
Balkans

463,900,000

1,486,900

3.2

Total

837,111,000

2,558,400

3.1

Total European Community
Austria
Finland
Gibraltar
Norway
Sweden
Switzerland
Other
In transitC
Total other Western Europe

Accuracy
Rating
D
C 1988
C 1972-88
C 1987-89
B 1988
B 1986
B 1988
B 1986
C 1970
C 1988
B 1986
D
A 1989

B
A
B
A
C
B
D
A

1986
1987
1981
1987
1986
1980
1989

DX
D
D
D
D
B 1988
C 1988
B 1989 X
C 1986

aIncluding the German Democratic Republic, formerly listed in Eastern Europe.
bIn Italy.
cIn Austria.
dIncluding Asian regions.
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rough estimates that are available for the size of local Jewish communities in Brazil.
On the strength offragmentary information that is accumulating, the quite tentative
estimate for Uruguay was slightly reduced, while those for Venezuela, Chile, Co
lombia, and Peru were not changed.
EUROPE

Of the estimated over two and a half million Jews in Europe, 42 percent lived in
Western Europe and 58 percent in Eastern Europe and the Balkan countries
including the Asian territories of the USSR and Turkey (see table 3).
European Community. The 12 countries that form the European Community
(EC) had a combined Jewish population of 1,019,200. Economic integration be
tween these countries is expected to increase after the end of 1992, following the
implementation of existing treaties. This will most likely stimulate some geographi
cal mobility in response to occupational needs and opportunities, with possible
effects on the distribution of Jews among the EC's different countries. France has
the largest Jewish population in Western Europe, estimated at 530,000. Monitoring
the plausible trends of both the internal evolution and external migrations of Jews
in France-including a study conducted in 1988 at the initiative of the Fonds Social
Juif Unifie-suggests that there has been little net change in Jewish population size
since the major survey that was taken in the 1970s.1 5
Periodic reestimations of the size of British Jewry are carried out by the Commu
nity Research Unit (CRU) of the Board of Deputies. Based on an analysis of Jewish
deaths during 1975-1979, a population baseline for 1977 was set at 336,000 with
a margin of error of +/ - 34,000. 16 An excess of deaths over births is clearly shown
by the vital statistical records regularly compiled by the Jewish community. Allow
ing for some assimilatory losses and emigration, the update for 1984, as elaborated
by the CRU, came to 330,000. The update for 1986 was 326,000; continuation of
the same trends suggests an estimate of 320,000 for 1989.
West Germany, Belgium, Italy, and the Netherlands each have Jewish popula
tions ranging around 30,000. There is a tendency toward internal shrinkage of all
these Jewries, but in some instances this is offset by immigration. In 1989 the
momentous process of German political unification began. Although it was formally
completed only in 1990, our 1989 estimate is for the reunited country. In the
German Federal Republic, the 1987 population census reported 32,319 Jews. Jewish
community records-which are among the most complete and up-to-date availa
15Doris Bensimon and Sergio DellaPergola, La'populationjuive de France: socio-demographie
et identite (Jerusalem and Paris, 1984); Erik H. Cohen, Le point de vue du grand public juif.
Avril-Juillet J988 (Paris-Jerusalem, 1989).
"Steven Haberman, Barry A. Kosmin, and Caren Levy, "Mortality Patterns of British Jews
1975-79: Insights and Applications for the Size and Structure of British Jewry," Journal of
the Royal Statistical Society, ser. A, 146, pt. 3, 1983, pp. 294-310.
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ble-pointed to over 27,500 affiliated Jews, with minimal changes between 1986 and
1989. From the scarce information that existed about the number of Jews in the
former German Democratic Republic, we gave an estimate of 500 for 1988. Our
1989 estimate for unified Germany is 35,000, the increase over the sum of Jewish
populations in the previous West and East Germanys reflecting assumed recent
immigration.
In Belgium, the size of Jewish population is probably quite stable owing to the
comparatively strong Orthodox element in that community. In Italy, until 1984,
Jews were legally bound to affiliate with the local Jewish communities. Since then,
membership in the communities has been voluntary. Although most Jews recon
firmed their membership, the looseness of the new legal framework may reduce both
the completeness of the communal registers and, in the long run, the cohesion of
Italian Jewry.
Other EC member countries have smaller and, overall, slowly declining Jewish
populations. An exception may be Spai.n, whose Jewish population is very tenta
tively estimated at 12,000.
Other Western Europe. Countries which are not EC members together account
for a Jewish population of 52,300, including migrants in transit in Austria. Switzer
land's Jews are estimated at below 20,000. While there is evidence of a negative
balance of births and deaths, connected with great aging and frequent outmarriage,
immigration may have offset the internal losses. The Jewish populations in Scandi
navian countries are, on the whole, numerically rather stable.
USSR. East European Jewry is characterized by very low levels of "effectively
Jewish" fertility, connected with a frequent and prolonged practice of outmarriage,
and by heavy aging. Therefore, the shrinking of the Jewish populations there must
be comparatively rapid. By far the largest Jewish population in Eastern Europe is
still concentrated in the USSR, including its Asian territory.
Data on "nationalities" (ethnic groups) from the Soviet Union's official popula
tion census, carried out in January 1989, were released in 1990,'1 The new figure
for Jews, 1,450,000, confirmed the declining trend already apparent in the previous
three population censuses: 2,267,800 in 1959; 2,150,700 in 1970; and 1,810,900 in
1979. Our own estimate for Soviet Jewry, relating to the end of 1988 and projected
from the 1979 population census, was 1,435,000. It thus deviated by only 1 percent
from the new official baseline figure.
Our reservation about Soviet Jewish population figures in previous AJYB
volumes bears repeating: some underreporting is not impossible, but it cannot be
quantified and should not be exaggerated. Indeed, the official census figures appear
to be remarkably consistent with one another-in view of the known volume of
"No detailed publication of the 1989 census results by "nationalities" has yet been issued.
First data appeared in "Po dannym goskomstata SSSR," Gazeta Soyuz, Mar. II, 1990; Mark
Kupovetzky, "Yidish-dos mame-Ioschen fun 150 toysent Sovetische yiden," Sovetisch Heim
land, 1990. no. 3, p. 131.
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emigration, on the one hand, and the internal demographic evolution of the Jewish
population in recent decades, on the other. The latter was characterized by very low
fertility and birthrates, high frequencies of outmarriage, a preference for identifica
tion with non-Jewish nationalities among the children of outmarriage, aging, and
a clear surplus of Jewish deaths over Jewish births. IS Viewed conceptually (see
above), the census figures represent the "core" Jewish population in the USSR. They
actually constitute a good example of a large, empirically measured "core" Jewish
population in the Diaspora, consisting of the aggregate of self-identifying Jews. 19
The respective figures for the "enlarged" Jewish population-including all cur
rent Jews, any other persons of Jewish parentage, and their non-Jewish household
members-must be substantially higher in a societal context like that of the USSR,
which has been characterized by high intermarriage rates for a considerable time.
It is not possible to provide an actual estimate of this "enlarged" Jewish population
in the USSR, for lack of appropriate data. It is obvious, though, that its size is
exceeded even by the wider provisions of Israel's Law of Return (see above), which
apply to virtually the maximum emigration pool. Any of the high numbers at
tributed recently to the size of Soviet Jewry, insofar as they are based on demo
graphic reasoning, do not relate to the "core" but to the various components of the
"enlarged" Jewish population. zo
Just as the numbers of declared Jews in successive censuses remained consistent,
the numbers of persons of Jewish descent who preferred not to be identified as Jews
were also rather consistent, at least until 1989. However, recent developments,
especially the emigration urge so impressively illustrated by the exodus of 1990, have
probably led to cases of self-identification as Jews by persons who did not describe
themselves as such in the returns to the 1989 census. In terms of demographic
accounting, such persons constitute net increments to the numbers of Soviet as well
as world Jewry.
With regard to updating the January 1989 census figure to the end of the same
year, it must be noted that Jewish emigration from the USSR increased significantly
during that year. An estimated 71,000 Jews left-including non-Jewish family mem

Jlu.a. Schmelz, "New Evidence on Basic Issues in the Demography of Soviet Jews," Jewish
Journalo/Sociology, 16, no. 2, 1974. pp. 209-23. See also Mordechai Altshuler. Soviet Jewry
Since the Second World War: Population and Social Structure (Westport, 1987). Indeed. the
consistency between the censuses, i.e.. the respective declarations of self-identification by Jews,
was such that our estimate for 1975 fit neatly as a demographic interpolation between the
results of the 1970 census and the subsequent one held in 1979. See Schmelz, World Jewish
Population: Regional Estimates and Projections.
"Though one should cautiously keep in mind the possible effects on census declarations of
the prolonged existence of a totalitarian regime as well as societal preferences for other than
Jewish nationalities in the various parts of the Soviet Union.
20'J'he statistics of immigrants to Israel offer no help in determining the ratio between Jews
and non-Jews in an "enlarged" Soviet Jewish population. Due to the highly self-selective
character of aliyah, non-Jews constitute a small minority of all new immigrants from the
USSR.
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bers-as against 19,300 in 1988; 8,100 in 1987; and only 7,000 during the whole
1982-1986 period. (The spectacular upsurge in 1990--0ver 225,000 migrants-is
not dealt with here, since the present article covers 1989.) Assuming that not all of
the migrants were themselves Jewish, we deducted a figure of only 60,000 from the
"core" Jewish population remaining in the USSR at the end of 1989. In view of the
intervening political developments, we also assumed a greater readiness to declare
their ethnicity on the part of some Jews in the USSR who previously had preferred
to conceal it. These "returnees" imply an actual growth in the "core" Jewish
population in the USSR. At the same time, the heavy deficit of internal population
dynamics must have continued and even intensified, due to the great aging which
is known to have prevailed for many decades. Aging cannot but have been exacer
bated by the significantly younger age composition of the emigrants. 21 On the
strength of these considerations, our estimate of the "core" Jewish population in the
USSR was reduced from the revised figure of 1,450,000 at the end of 1988lbeginning
of 1989 (according to the recent census) to 1,370,000 at the end of 1989.
In 1989 the choice of country of destination by Jews leaving the Soviet Union
followed the same pattern as in the preceding few years. A minority went to Israel
(13,000 or roughly one in each 5-6 emigrants), while a majority chose to settle in
Western countries. However, because of the strong preference for settling in the
United States and that country's selective immigration policies, there were more
would-be immigrants than available immigration pennits (40,000 in 1989). Conse
quently, the number of Soviet Jews in transit in temporary accommodations in
Europe increased from 10,000 at the end of 1988 to about 28,000 at the end of 1989:
of these, 19,000 were living in Italy and 9,000 in Austria. The relevant figures are
shown separately in table 3. It was only in the large emigration wave of 1990 that
the destination again changed dramatically, the great majority moving to Israel.
Other Eastern Europe and Balkans. The Jewish populations in Hungary and
Romania and the small remnants in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and Yugo
~lavia are all reputed to be very overaged and exhibiting frequent outmarriage. Their
inevitable numerical decline is reflected in reduced estimates. The size of Hungarian
Jewry-the largest in Eastern Europe outside the USSR-is quite insufficiently
known. Our estimate only attempts to reflect the declining trend that prevails there
too, according to the available indications. Comparatively large emigration of Jews
continued to take place from Romania, which was reflected in the detailed commu
nity records available there. Romania's Jewish population declined to 19,000 in
1989.
The Jewish population of Turkey, where a surplus of deaths over births was
reported, was estimated at about 20,000.

Z'Age structures of Jewish migrants from the USSR to the United States and to Israel in
1989 are available, respectively, from: HIAS, Statistical Abstract, vol. 30, no. 4 (New York,
1990); Israel Central Bureau of Statistics, unpublished data.
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ASIA

Israel accounts for 99 percent of all the three and three-quarter million Jews in
Asia, excluding the Asian territories of the USSR and Turkey (see table 4). Israel's
Jewish population grew in 1989 by about 58,000. About 81 percent of this growth
was due to natural increase; 19 percent was due to the net migration balanceY It
is difficult to estimate the Jewish population of Iran for any given date, but it
continues to dwindle. The estimate for 1989 was kept at 20,000. In other Asian
countries with small long-standing communities-such as India and Syria-the
Jewish populations tend to decline slowly. Very small communities, partially of a
transient character, exist in several countries of Southeast Asia.
AFRICA

About 150,000 Jews are estimated to remain now in Africa. The Republic of
South Africa accounts for 76 percent of total Jews in that continent (see table 5).
In 1980, according to the official census, there were about 118,000 Jews among
South Africa's white population.~J Substantial Jewish emigration since then has been
compensated in good part by Jewish immigration. Considering a moderately nega
tive migration balance and an incipient negative balance of internal changes, the
Jewish population estimate for 1988 was reduced to 114,000. In 1989, the numbers
ofemigrants, on the one hand, and immigrants and returning residents, on the other,
possibly balanced-suggesting no considerable changes in Jewish population size
compared to the previous year. A Jewish-sponsored survey of South African Jewry
was launched in 1990, and results will be forthcoming in 1991.
According to recent reports, the Jews remaining in Ethiopia at the end of 1989
were estimated very roughly at 20,000, instead of 12,000 as was previously assumed.
The remnant of Moroccan and Tunisian Jewry continued to shrink slowly through
emigration. It should be pointed out, though, that not a few Jews have a foothold
both in Morocco or Tunisia and in France, and their geographical attribution is
uncertain.
OCEANIA

The major country of Jewish residence in Oceania (Australasia) is Australia,
where 95 percent of the estimated total of nearly 90,000 Jews live (see table 6).
The 1986 census of Australia, where the question on religion was optional,
2lFor a comprehensive review of sociodemographic changes in Israel. see U.O. Schmelz.
Sergio DellaPergola. and Uri Avner, "Ethnic Differences Among Israeli Jews: A New Look,"
AJYB 1990, vol. 90, pp. 3-204.
ZlSergio DellaPergola and Allie A. DUbb, "South African Jewry: A Sociodemographic
Profile," AJYB 1988, vol. 88. pp. 59-140.

TABLE 4.

ESTIMATED JEWISH POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN ASIA,

Total
Population

Jewish
Population

Jews per
1,000
Population

Hong Kong
India
Iran
Iraq
Israel
Japan
Korea, South
Philippines
Singapore
Syria
Thailand
Yemen
Other

5,768,000
835,812,000
54,889,000
18,279,000
4,561,oooa
122,933,000
43,107,000
60,927,000
2,674,000
12,062,000
54,916,000
7,770.000
1,773,347,000

1,000
4,900
20,000
200
3,717,100
1,000
100
100
300
4,000
300
1,400
300

0.2
0.0
0.4
0.0
815.2
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.1
0.3
0.0
0.2
0.0

Total

2,997,045,000

3,750,700

1.3

Country

1989

Accuracy
Rating

D
C 1981
D
D
A 1989
C 1988
D
D
C 1984
D
D
DX
D

aEnd 1989.

TABLE 5.

ESTIMATED JEWISH POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN AFRICA,

Country

Total
Population

Jewish
Population

Jews per
1,000
Population

Egypt
Ethiopia
Kenya
Morocco
South Africa
Tunisia
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Other

52,757,000
45,687,000
24,097,000
24,521,000
34,492,000
7,990,000
34.853,000
8,148,000
9,419,000
386,353,000

200
20,000
400
10,000
114,000
2,500
400
300
1,100
1,000

0.0
0.4
0.0
0.4
3.3
0.3
0.0
0.0
0.1
0.0

Total

628,317,000

149,900

0.2

1989

Accuracy
Rating
C 1988
DX
B 1988
D
C 1980
D
D
D
B 1988
D
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enumerated 69,065 declared Jews. However, it also indicated that about 25 percent
of the country's whole population either did not specify their religion or stated
explicitly that they had none. This large group must be assumed to contain persons
who identify in other ways as Jews. In addition, Australian Jewry received migra
tory reinforcements during the last decade, especially from South Africa. At the
same time, there are demographic patterns with negative effects on Jewish popula
tion size, such as strong aging, low or negative natural increase, and some assimila
tion. Therefore, for 1989 we repeated a provisional estimate of 85,000. The new
census in 1991, as well as a Jewish survey now being planned, will hopefully provide
firmer data on Jewish population trends since previous censuses. The Jewish com
munity in New Zealand-now estimated at 4,5QO-attracted some immigrants but
incurred a negative migration balance with Australia.
TABLE 6.

ESTIMATED JEWISH POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN OCEANIA,

1989

Country

Total
Population

Jewish
Population

Jews per
1,000
Population

Accuracy
Rating

Australia
New Zealand
Other

16,553.000
3,353,000
6,203,000

85,000
4,500
100

5.1
1.3
0.0

C 1986
C 1988
D

Total

26,109,000

89,600

3.4

Dispersion and Concentration
Table 7 demonstrates the magnitude of Jewish dispersion. The individual coun
tries listed above as each having at least 100 Jews are scattered over all the conti
nents. In 1989, more than half (42 out of 74 countries) had fewer than 5,000 Jews
each.
In relative terms, too, the Jews are now thinly scattered nearly everywhere in the
Diaspora. There is not a single Diaspora country where they amount even to 3
percent of the total population. In most countries they constitute a far smaller
fraction. Only three Diaspora countries have more than 1 percent Jews in their total
population; and only nine countries have more than 5 Jews per 1,000 of population.
The respective nine countries are (in descending order of the proportion of their
Jews, regardless of the absolute numbers): United States (22.3 per 1,(00), Gibraltar
(20.0), Canada (11.8), France (9.5), Uruguay (7.9), Argentina (6.8), Great Britain
(5.6), Hungary (5.5), and Australia (5.1). The other major Diaspora Jewries having
lower proportions of Jews per 1,000 of total population are the USSR (4.8), South
Africa (3.3), and Brazil (0.7 per 1,000).
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TABLE 7.

1991

DISTRIBUTION OF THE WORLD'S JEWS, BY NUMBER AND PROPORTION
(PER 1,000 POPULATION) IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES, 1989

Number of
Jews in Country

Total
Below 1,000
1,()()()...4,900
5,000-9,900
10,()()()...49,900
50,000-99,900
100,000-999,900
1,000,000+

Total

74
24
18
5
16
2
6
3

Jews per 1,000 Population
5-9.9
1-4.9
Below 1
10-24.9

49
19
17
3
9

Number of Countriesa
15
6
4
1
2
6
1
2
3

25+

3
1

~

~'

Jewish Population Distribution (Absolute Numbers)
Total
12,810,300b 374,200 1,628,200 1,235,400 5,825,600 3,717,100
Below 1,000
9,700
7,400
1,700
600
1,()()()...4,900
48,200
4,500
43,700
5,000-9,900
32,200
11,500
20,700
1O,()()()...49,900
24,400
353,300 202,400
126,500
143,000
50,000-99,900
143,000
100,000-999,900 1,592,000
100,000
114,000 1,068,000 310,000
1,370,000
5,515,000 3,717,100
10,602,100
1,000,000+

Total
Below 1,000
1,()()()...4,900
5,000-9,900
1O,()()()...49,900
50,000-99,900
100,000-999,900
1,000,000+

Jewish Population Distribution (Percent of World's Jews)
lOO.Ob
3.0
12.7
9.6
45.5
29.0
Ql
Ql
QO
QO
0.4
0.3
0.0
0.1
0.3
0.2
2.8
1.6
1.0
0.2

1.1

1.1
12.4
82.8

0.8

0.9
10.7

8.3

2.4
43.1

29.0

aExciuding countries with fewer than 100 Jews and Jews in transit in Europe.
bIncluding countries with fewer than 100 Jews and Jews in transit in Europe.
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TEN COUNTRIES WITH LARGEST JEWISH POPULATIONS, 1989

% of Total Jewish Population
Rank
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Country

Jewish
Population

United States
Israel
Soviet Union
France
Great Britain
Canada
Argentina
South Africa
Brazil
Australia

5,515,000
3,717,100
1,370,000
530,000
320,000
310,000
218,000
114,000
100,000
85,000

%

In the Diaspora
Cumulative %

60.6

60.6

-

-

15.1
5.8
3.5
3.4
2.4
1.3
1.1
1.0

75.7
81.5
85.0
88.4
90.8
92.1
93.2
94.2

%
43.1
29.0
10.7
4.1
2.5
2.4
1.7
0.9
0.8
0.7

In the World
Cumulative %
43.1
72.1
82.8
86.9
89.4
91.8
93.5
94.4
95.2
95.9

In the State of Israel, by contrast, the Jewish majority amounted to 81.5 percent
in 1989, compared to 81.7 percent in 1988-not including the Arab population of
the administered areas.
While Jews are widely dispersed, they are also concentrated to some extent (see
table 8). In 1989, nearly 96 percent of world Jewry lived in the ten countries with
the largest Jewish populations; 83 percent lived in the three countries that have at
least a million Jews each (United States, Israel, Soviet Union). Similarly, nine
leading Diaspora countries together comprised over 94 percent of the Diaspora
Jewish population; two countries (United States and Soviet Union) accounted for
76 percent, and the United States alone for over 61 percent of total Diaspora Jewry.
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