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This paper is based upon a monograph in preparation which draws upon data on the Jewish 
family from almost every country where 5000 or more Jews reside. Social work, sociological 
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A N U M B E R of generalizations can be 
drawn which describe factors af­

fecting the Jewish family world-wide 
outside of Israel. While Israel has not 
escaped some of the trends, it also pre­
sents some yet to be appreciated unique 
and problematical complications which 
may in turn affect fu ture Israel -
Diaspora relations beyond our present 
understandings. 

First, let us review the generalizations 
which confirm a remarkable profile of 
common characteristics regardless of 
where Jews reside outside the state of 
Israel. 

1. Jewish families in most countries 
are most frequently nuclear in nature 
and, obversely, extended families are 
rarely the norm in any of the Diaspora 
communities. 

2. Almost all Jewish families, except 
for a growing, but still small number of 
traditional famil ies , ( n e o - O r t h o d o x 
a n d / o r u l t r a O r t h o d o x ) , h a v e 
"achieved" zero population growth, and 
in some communit ies have reached 
negative zero population growth. Until 
recently, there seemed to be a "floor" 
below which most families had not de­
scended and as a result, the size of 
families world-wide has remained at a 
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level slightly below the replacement rate 
needed to maintain the present popula­
tion. 

3 . A g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f J e w s 
worldwide are postponing their mar­
riages until later in life and a measura­
ble and growing minority are planning 
on not marrying at all. This growing 
number of non-marrieds portends a 
further drop in birth rates in the future. 

4 . Jews as an identifiable group have 
a higher proportion of elderly than any 
other racial, ethnic, and/or religious 
group in the world. T o put this in an­
other way, the median age of Jews out­
side of Israel is considerably higher by a 
range of four to thirteen years than that 
of the general populations of the coun­
tries in which the Jews live. 

5 . Divorce is on the rise among Jews 
world-wide and, in a growing number of 
instances, may even be at a higher rate 
than a m o n g non-Jews. T h e conse­
quences of dealing with new "blended 
families," with "extra" sets of parents, 
children and other relatives are just be­
ginning to be identified as a legitimate 
area for concern within families, educa­
tional and communal service institu­
tions. 

6. There is an upward trend in the 
number of mixed marriages in all Dias­
pora communities. While the rate con­
tinues to increase in some countries, it 
may have stabilized in a few. A growing 
number of studies indicate that the de-
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g r e e o f loss to the J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y 
t h r o u g h m i x e d m a r r i a g e is l o w e r t h a n 
o n c e f e a r e d b e c a u s e a s i g n i f i c a n t 
n u m b e r o f n o n - J e w s c o n v e r t to J u d a i s m 
a n d an e v e n g r e a t e r n u m b e r o f m i x e d 
m a r r i e d s raise their c h i l d r e n as J e w s 
e v e n w h e n t h e r e has b e e n n o c o n v e r ­
s ion. T h i s c o n c l u s i o n s e e m s sus ta inable 
e v e n t h o u g h t h e r e is e v i d e n c e o f a 
g r o w i n g p h e n o m e n o n o f J e w i s h w o m e n 
m a r r y i n g n o n - J e w i s h ma le s , wh ich has 
re su l t ed in c h i l d r e n w h o , wh i l e halachi­
cally J e w i s h by v ir tue o f matr i l ineal de f i ­
n i t i on , are m a r g i n a l to J e w i s h life be­
c a u s e t h e y are i d e n t i f i e d soc io logica l ly 
as n o n - J e w s . 

7. Mobil i ty o f J e w s has resu l ted in 
major a n d radical p o p u l a t i o n shifts p o s ­
sibly u n e q u a l e d in h u m a n his tory , with 
radical ramif icat ions that g r o w o u t o f 
d i scont inu i ty . T h e r e is a l m o s t n o c o u n ­
try in t h e wor ld e x c e p t the U n i t e d States 
a n d Eas tern E u r o p e w h e r e t h e majority 
o f J e w s is 3rd g e n e r a t i o n n a t i v e b o r n 
a n d t h e r e is but a h a n d f u l o f c o u n t r i e s 
w h e r e t h e majority o f J e w s is nat ive-
b o r n . T o p u t this a n o t h e r way, m o s t 
J e w s in t h e w o r l d live in o t h e r t h a n the ir 
nat ive c o u n t r y a n d may , as a resul t , h a v e 
a h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n o f minimal verbal 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n first a n d third 
g e n e r a t i o n s than is t h e case with any 
o t h e r p e o p l e in t h e w o r l d . W h e n 
g r a n d p a r e n t s a n d g r a n d c h i l d r e n don ' t 
fully mas ter ident ica l l a n g u a g e s , the ro le 
o f the m i d d l e g e n e r a t i o n is m o r e p r o b ­
lemat ic . 

8. W h i l e J e w s r e m a i n a pr imar i ly 
u r b a n p e o p l e , t h e r e is g r o w i n g evi ­
d e n c e , w o r l d - w i d e , o f m o v e m e n t to 
smal l er u r b a n areas , away f r o m t h e 
great cities o f the w o r l d . T h i s is c r e a t i n g 
a crisis in m a n y c o u n t r i e s a m o n g a g e n ­
cies a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s wh ich are n o t 
able easily to rep l i ca te a n d o f f e r a c o m ­
p r e h e n s i v e n e t w o r k o f cul tural , e d u c a ­
t ional , a n d social services in t h e s e areas 
o f n e w g r o w t h . 

9 . O u t s i d e o f t h e U n i t e d States a n d 

t h e Brit ish Isles a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n o f 
D i a s p o r a famil ies h a v e b e e n s e a r e d by 
the H o l o c a u s t . As a c o n s e q u e n c e , atti­
t u d e s t o w a r d c h i l d r e n , f o r m i n g o f sec­
o n d fami l i e s , m e m o r i e s o f t h e m a r t y r e d , 
gui l t o f t h e surv ivors , a n d h a u n t i n g e v o ­
ca t ion o f past h o r r o r s i m p i n g e u p o n t h e 
family m e m b e r s in d i f f e r e n t ways with a 
v o l a t i l i t y a n d i m p a c t w h i c h o t h e r 
famil ies c a n n o t truly f a t h o m or a p p r e ­
ciate. 

10. T h e p e r c e n t a g e o f J e w i s h work­
i n g w o m e n s e e m s t o b e i n c r e a s i n g 
w o r l d - w i d e at a g r e a t e r rate t h a n is t h e 
case for n o n - J e w i s h w o m e n . T h i s is a 
f u n c t i o n o f b o t h e c o n o m i c necess i ty a n d 
g r o w i n g o p p o r t u n i t y for w o m e n with 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n to e n t e r in to the work 
force at h i g h e r leve ls o f c o m p l e x i t y a n d 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m . 

F e m i n i s m is at its h e i g h t in m a n y o f 
the W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s w h e r e J e w s re­
s ide , a n d , as has b e e n t h e case in t h e 
past , w h e n radical at t i tudinal c h a n g e s 
h a v e t a k e n p l a c e in a s o c i e t y , t h e 
midd le -c la s s is o f t e n at t h e fore front in 
e x p r e s s i n g t h e s e c h a n g e s . S u c h s e e m s to 
be t h e case a m o n g a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e 
n u m b e r o f J e w i s h w o m e n . T h i s t r e n d is 
at t h e heart o f t h e c o n f l i c t i n g role e x ­
p e c t a t i o n s w h i c h m o d e r n i t y a n d 
J u d a i s m put u p o n w o m e n a n d h e l p s e x ­
plain the c h a n g i n g n a t u r e o f family 
f o r m a t i o n , natal ity rates , a n d fami ly 
s t ruc ture d i s c u s s e d e l s e w h e r e in this 
p a p e r . 

11 . Most J e w s o u t s i d e o f Israel are 
m a n a g e r s , p r o f e s s i o n a l s o r b u s i n e s s 
p e o p l e a n d t h u s t e n d to b e l inked to 
m i d d l e - c l a s s a s p i r a t i o n s a n d v a l u e s , 
b o t h in W e s t e r n and Eas tern E u r o p e a n 
c o u n t r i e s . 

12 . J e w s a r e at t h e u p p e r s o c i o ­
e c o n o m i c level w i th in the ir re spec t ive 
c o u n t r i e s in a l m o s t all in s tances , a n d , as 
a result , h a v e a g r e a t e r stake in the 
status q u o . C o u n t r i e s with stable re­
g i m e s are t h u s s e e n by J e w s as a m o r e 
des irab le p lace to l ive. Destabi l izat ion 
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of the status quo, rather than distaste 
for authoritarian regimes, per se, con­
tributes to Jewish mobility to a greater 
d e g r e e than is o f t en a p p r e c i a t e d . 
Further, when perceived demographic 
differences between Jews and non-Jews 
are weighted for socio-economic dif­
ferences, there is a marked neutraliza­
tion of these perceived differences. 
T h u s , demographical ly , upper-class 
Jews are more comparable to upper-
class non-Jews than they are to Jews in 
lower social economic groups. 

13. Most Jews throughout the world 
draw upon western secular values to 
shape their lifestyles more frequently 
and extensively than they utilize Jewish 
values or sources. Functionally, one can 
conclude that, while most Jews and 
Jewish families spend the bulk of their 
free hours with other Jews, there is little 
to distinguish them as Jewish families in 
their behaviors. 

14. Many of the phenomena iden­
tified a m o n g contemporary Jewish 
families as being new are often not as 
new as commonly believed. For exam­
ple, trends toward smaller families are 
first identified in the 19th Century. In 
spite of efforts to romanticize about the 
Jewish family of old, there is a growing 
body of research which suggests that 
wife abuse, child abuse and alcoholism 
may be increasing today but were more 
prevalent in time past than we are com­
fortable in admitting. The extent of 
these realities in present-day Jewish 
families everywhere, including Israel, is 
far more extensive than appreciated. 

T h e conclusions listed above describe, 
in thumbnail summary fashion, Jews 
throughout Diaspora. A great number 
of these descriptions fit the majority of 
Jews in Israel while d e v e l o p m e n t s 
unique to Israel and the United States 
can also be delineated. 

T o deal with the United States first, 
all of the trends previously identified as 
present in the Diaspora communities 

are present with the exceptions previ­
ously noted, especially with reference to 
the impact and import of the Holocaust. 

Additionally, two phenomena seem to 
be unique in their extent in the United 
States. T h e first is homosexuality among 
Jews. It is now quite clear that a sub­
stantial minority of Jewish men and 
women in the United States are avowed 
homophilics. There is even a growing 
possibility that more males than females 
are homosexual which may be resulting 
in fewer Jewish males being available in 
the marriage pool. At the same time, 
preliminary research suggests that a 
growing minority of Jewish homophilics 
desires to establish some kind of Jewish 
family life style and in some instances 
this includes the desire to be parents. 

T h e second unique attribute seems to 
be the extent to which there are four 
generation families. This temporary 
reality has great implications for the 
present and near future because one 
generation is called upon to give major 
or supplemental economic support to 
the other three generations. This seems 
to result in a shift in priorities for the 
involved families which has been par­
ticularly exacerbated by the inflationary 
pressures of the economy. Once discre­
tionary income, which may have been 
earmarked for Jewish general contribu­
tions, will probably be used for serving 
the needs of the four generations to an 
increasing degree in the next decade. 

Comparisons between Jews in Israel 
and in Diaspora sustain the following 
conclusions: 

1. Extended families are to be found 
more frequently in Israel than in Dias­
pora. Further, the size of the country 
results in more frequent occasions for 
members of families to come together, 
to be affected by, and to affect, each 
other, and as a result values between 
generations, while changing, are not 
radically different. 

2. While Jews in Israel represent ap-
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p r o x i m a t e l y 2 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e w o r l d 
J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 0 
p e r c e n t o f all J e w i s h babies b o r n a n ­
nual ly are b o r n in Israel . E v e n s o , t h e 
birth-rate in Israel is in a d o w n w a r d 
t r e n d , a n d as early as t h e 1920's a n d 30's 
J e w i s h d e m o g r a p h e r s i d e n t i f i e d this as 
a, or poss ibly the, major c o n c e r n for all 
J e w s a n d a c o n c e r n o f h i g h e s t pr ior i ty 
for t h e J e w i s h state w h e n e v e r it c a m e 
i n t o e x i s t e n c e . 

3 . Marr iages in Israel , whi l e still tak­
i n g p l a c e at a n e a r l i e r a g e t h a n 
e l s e w h e r e , are m o v i n g in t h e d i rec t ion 
o f J e w i s h m a r r i a g e s e l s e w h e r e wi th later 
m a r r i a g e s b e i n g m o r e d i scern ib le t h a n 
in t h e past . 

4 . W h i l e t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y in Is­
rael has a y o u n g e r m e d i a n a g e t h a n a n y 
o t h e r J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y in t h e w o r l d , 
the a g i n g p o p u l a t i o n in Israel is c a u s i n g 
major d i s locat ions a n d c o m p l i c a t i o n s in 
moshavim a n d kibbutzim. T h e r e will p r o b ­
ably b e g r o w i n g p r o b l e m s for famil ies 
l iv ing in m a n y u p p e r s tory a p a r t m e n t s 
w h e r e t h e r e are n o e l eva tors . Israel was 
built by the y o u n g for t h e y o u n g a n d 
will b e faced with t h e i m p a c t o f a g i n g 
u p o n f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e s in t h e n e x t 
d e c a d e - a n d - a - h a l f . 

5 . W h e n c o m p a r e d t o J e w s 
e l s e w h e r e , t h e J e w s o f Israel p r e s e n t a n 
a n o m o l y vis a vis the ir s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
status. A s prev ious ly m e n t i o n e d , t h e 
e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t level o f J e w s has 
p l a c e d t h e m pr imar i ly in an u p p e r 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c status wi th a d i s p r o p o r ­
t ionate ly h i g h p e r c e n t a g e b e i n g in t h e 
m a n a g e r i a l , p r o f e s s i o n a l or b u s i n e s s 
class. Project ions s u g g e s t that this p e r ­
c e n t a g e , n o w i n o r d i n a t e l y h i g h , will in­
crease s l ightly or at least b e m a i n t a i n e d , 
e v e r y w h e r e , e x c e p t in Israel . 

For in Israel , in terna l e c o n o m i c a n d 
soc io log ica l real i t ies will resul t in a re­
versal o f this t r e n d . C u r r e n t l y , 8 0 per ­
cent o f Israeli J e w s are in t h e a f o r e m e n ­
t i o n e d c a t e g o r i e s o f m a n a g e r i a l , p r o f e s ­
s ional , o r bus iness pos i t i ons . Markedly 

f e w e r Israelis a t t e n d univers i t i e s t h a n 
J e w s e l s e w h e r e . O f t h o s e a t t e n d i n g , t h e 
g r e a t e r p e r c e n t a g e by far ar e Ashkenazic 
J e w s , t h e n u m e r i c a l minor i ty ; whi l e t h e 
grea t majority o f J e w s e n t e r i n g the labor 
f o r c e early ar e Edot Hamizrach (Or ienta l 
J e w s ) . B e c a u s e t h e y e n t e r as w o r k e r s in 
ski l led a n d unsk i l l ed pos i t i ons , a n d as 
t h e y c o n t i n u e t o g a i n in n u m e r i c a l 
super ior i ty , they tilt d o w n w a r d the total 
p e r c e n t a g e s w o r k i n g in t h e so-ca l led 
u p p e r - c l a s s p o s i t i o n s . It is p r o j e c t e d that 
by 1 9 9 0 o n l y 6 0 p e r c e n t o f Israel i J e w s 
will b e in t h e m a n a g e r i a l , pro fe s s iona l 
or b u s i n e s s c lass i f icat ions as c o m p a r e d 
to 8 0 p e r c e n t at p r e s e n t . T h e e c o n o m i c 
status o f t h o s e in "blue col lar" pos i t ions 
will probab ly e x c e e d t h e "white col lar" 
g r o u p s , but p r o b l e m s o f status a n d so ­
cial p o w e r will r e m a i n . 

T h i s will h a v e a grea t e f fec t u p o n t h e 
n a t u r e o f t h e J e w i s h fami ly in Israel a n d 
also m a y b e a s o u r c e o f i n c r e a s e d polar i ­
z a t i o n b e t w e e n I srae l a n d D i a s p o r a 
J e w r y . T h e r e l i g i o u s , c u l t u r a l a n d 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c d i f f e r e n c e s will i n c l u d e 
l inguist ic d i f f e r e n c e s a n d thus the s e n s e 
o f i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e a n d c o m m o n a l i t y o f 
o u t l o o k a n d h u m a n c o n c e r n b e t w e e n 
I srae l i s a n d D i a s p o r a J e w s m a y b e 
great ly m i n i m i z e d . 

6. J e w s in I s r a e l a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y 
u r b a n , but the t r e n d s s e e n e l s e w h e r e 
t o w a r d s u b u r b a n a n d smal l er u r b a n 
c e n t e r s are a lso in e v i d e n c e . A s a result , 
t h e e f for t s o f Project R e n e w a l to reverse 
u r b a n b l ight a n d h o p e l e s s n e s s will l o o m 
g r e a t e r in i m p o r t a n c e . 

7. T h e rate o f d i v o r c e in Israel is o n 
t h e rise . T h i s c o n f i r m s t h e p r e s e n c e o f 
a n o t h e r i n d e x w h i c h fo l lows t r e n d s in 
t h e d e v e l o p e d c o u n t r i e s and a m o n g 
J e w s e l s e w h e r e . ( W h i l e t h e d i v o r c e rate 
is l o w e r a m o n g the Dati c o m m u n i t y , 
t h e r e i s p r e l i m i n a r y e v i d e n c e in 
A m e r i c a i n d i c a t i n g a m a r k e d increase in 
d i v o r c e rates a m o n g o b s e r v a n t J e w s . 
T h i s c o u l d l ead o n e to at least s p e c u l a t e 
that t h e d i f f e r e n c e s in d i v o r c e rates 
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b e t w e e n var ious J e w i s h g r o u p s m a y wel l 
n a r r o w in t h e f u t u r e ) . 

8 . A s w o u l d b e e x p e c t e d , o f all J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t i e s in t h e w o r l d , t h e m i x e d 
m a r r i a g e rate is t h e l owes t in Israel . 
T h e r e is, h o w e v e r , a smal l b u t d i s c e r n ­
ible u p w a r d t r e n d in m i x e d m a r r i a g e s 
b e t w e e n A r a b s a n d J e w s w h i c h his tor i ­
cally is no t a n e w p h e n o m e n o n . W h i l e 
o u t s i d e o f Israel t h e majori ty o f m i x e d 
m a r r i a g e s i n v o l v e J e w i s h m e n , t h e r e is 
an o p p o s i t e t e n d e n c y in Israel . A s l o n g 
as t h e s t r u c t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 
m e e t i n g are m i n i m a l , as s e e m s t o b e t h e 
p r e d i c t a b l e case in Israel , t h e m i x e d 
m a r r i a g e r a t e s h o u l d r e m a i n r e ­
markably low for t h e f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e . 
O u t s i d e o f Israel , t h e J e w w h o marr i e s a 
n o n - J e w is n o t inev i tably "lost" to t h e 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y a n d as n o t e d p r e v i ­
ous ly , in s o m e c o u n t r i e s , a r e m a r k a b l y 
l arge minor i ty o f c h i l d r e n are raised as 
J e w s . In Israel , this is rarely the case , 
b e c a u s e t h e n o n - J e w rarely c o n v e r t s t o 
J u d a i s m . I n t h e D i a s p o r a , h o w e v e r , t h e 
loss rate is as low as o n e - t h i r d o f t h e 
m i x e d m a r r i a g e rate in s o m e c o u n t r i e s . 

10. T h e rami f i ca t ions o f mobi l i ty for 
Israel are o f a d i f f e r e n t n a t u r e t h a n is 
t h e c a s e in D i a s p o r a . T h e bulk o f Olim in 
t h e last 3 0 years c a m e as family un i t s , i f 
t h e y w e r e intact , after W o r l d W a r II. 
F e w p e o p l e m o v e d to Israel in t h e past 
3 0 years for t h e i d e o l o g i c a l r e a s o n s 
w h i c h o f t e n split fami l ies a s u n d e r in 
ear l i er days . T h e m a s s e v a c u a t i o n f r o m 
t h e A r a b c o u n t r i e s a c c o u n t s for Israel's 
p r e s e n t m a j o r i t y p o p u l a t i o n . T h i s 
m o v e m e n t c r e a t e d , a lmos t o v e r n i g h t , a 
soc ie ty o f e x t e n d e d fami l i e s in a c o u n t r y 
o f s i n g l e s a n d n u c l e a r fami l ies , for t h e 
p r e - s t a t e Halutzim c a m e to bu i ld t h e 
l a n d w i t h f e w t h r e e g e n e r a t i o n a l 
fami l i e s a m o n g t h e m . 

T h e r e c e n t p h e n o m e n o n ofYerida h a s 
b r o u g h t t h e real it ies o f mobi l i ty a n d its 
i m p a c t u p o n the Israel i family to t h e 
fore . It has b e e n e s t i m a t e d that m o s t 
Israel is a b r o a d visit Israel at least o n c e 

every t h r e e years . T h e n a t i o n a l po l i cy 
r e q u i r i n g a r m y service o f t h o s e w h o 
m o v e d a b r o a d , will u n d o u b t e d l y c a u s e 
m o r e a n d m o r e di f f icul t ies f o r t h o s e 
fami l ies w h o c a n n o t visit o u t s i d e o f Is ­
rael f o r e c o n o m i c r e a s o n s . O n e c a n but 
c o n j e c t u r e w h a t t h e l o n g t e r m p s y c h o ­
logical a n d e m o t i o n a l c o n s e q u e n c e s m a y 
b e as t h e i n t e n s e fami ly ties s o fre ­
q u e n t l y assoc ia ted wi th Israel are at­
t e n u a t e d as a resu l t o f g o v e r n m e n t p o l ­
icy a n d c o n t i n u i n g e m i g r a t i o n . 

11 . A s in m o s t c o u n t r i e s o f t h e w o r l d , 
a l a r g e p e r c e n t a g e o f Israel i w o m e n a re 
in t h e w o r k force . A s is a l so t h e case in 
m o s t socialist c o u n t r i e s , t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
has bui l t in m a n y bene f i t s w h i c h e n ­
c o u r a g e w o m e n to h a v e c h i l d r e n w h i l e 
r e m a i n i n g in the w o r k force . At t h e 
s a m e t i m e , a t t i tudes t o w a r d w o m e n in 
Israel are m u c h m o r e tradi t ional t h a n in 
m o s t W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s a n d this a m ­
b i v a l e n c e b e c o m e s a p p a r e n t w h e n o n e 
ana lyzes t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f w o m e n in 
var ious f ie lds o f e n d e a v o r . I n Israel , still 
a d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r y , t h e e c o n o m i c 
r e a l i t i e s , c o m b i n e d w i t h a t t i t u d i n a l 
rea l i t i e s , a c c o u n t for a m u c h m o r e 
"tradit ional" set o f e x p e c t a t i o n s o f w h a t 
is " p r o p e r " w o m a n ' s w o r k . F u r t h e r 
c o m p o u n d i n g t h e i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s is t h e 
h i g h i l l i t e r a c y r a t e a m o n g J e w i s h 
w o m e n f r o m A r a b c o u n t r i e s . T h i s h e l p s 
a c c o u n t for t h e g r e a t e r p r o p o r t i o n o f 
Israeli w o m e n in m o r e work ing -c la s s 
re la t ed j o b s . 

12 . Li t t le c o m p r e h e n s i v e r e s e a r c h 
has yet a p p e a r e d o n rates o f ch i ld a b u s e , 
w i f e a b u s e , a n d a l c o h o l i s m in Israel . 
D i s c u s s i o n s w i t h , a n d e s t i m a t e s by , 
c o u n s e l o r s , social w o r k e r s a n d o t h e r of­
ficials s u g g e s t that t h e rates may b e as 
h i g h as in the D i a s p o r a J e w i s h c o m ­
m u n i t i e s . I n m a n y i n s t a n c e s t h e cu l tur ­
ally re la t ed p a t t e r n s p r o v i d e a f r a m e f o r 
t h e s e b e h a v i o r s wi th in m a n y fami l i es . 

13 . Final ly , Israel has n o t b e e n i m ­
m u n e f r o m t h e secu lar iza t ion o f J e w s 
a n d , as e l s e w h e r e , o u t s i d e o f s t r o n g l y 
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observant enclaves, the family has been 
"successful" in taking on the best and 
the worst of the secular values repre­
sented in the West in commerce, cul­
ture, and family life styles. 

P a t t e r n s o f D i f f e r e n t i a t i o n i n 
E u r o p e a n d E l s e w h e r e 

While the trends of acculturation and 
assimilation are palpable everywhere, 
some Diaspora communities seem to be 
coping more creatively and positively 
than others. One of the great variables, 
aside from government policies and 
other geo-political realities, is numbers. 

Critical mass becomes more than a law 
of physics. T h e synergistic interaction of 
family and community creates support 
networks which sustain individuals, 
families and communities as Jews. T h e 
most creative and comprehensive pos­
sibilities are only possible where sub­
stantial numbers of Jews reside with 
some sense of, and commitment to, 
community building and of course, the 
f reedom to pursue the communi ty 
building enterprise. This very process 
enhances the likelihood of providing 
educational, cultural, religious and so­
cial services most likely to enrich or rein­
force the very values which inform 
Jewish family life. 

Increasingly, some communities in 
Europe will be enfeebled in their at­
tempts because of the shrinking number 
of Jews and Jewish families. There is 
thus every likelihood that Jewish family 
life and community structures will atro­
phy in a number of these countries 
within the next 4 or 5 decades. 

T h e brutally repressive and unremit­
tingly "successful" destruction of Jewish 
c o m m u n i t y ins t i tu t ions in Russ ia , 
coupled with the near total disappear­
ance of Jews in yet other Eastern Euro­
pean countries, also portends a great 
numerical loss to our people there 
within the next 4 or 5 decades. Ironi­

cally, in Russia, there may remain Jews 
who are Jews in name only because of 
the government's definition of Jews as a 
nationality. T h e "amnesiacs" of our 
people will not be a life force for Jewish 
families in the future, and unless a 
radical change in government policy 
takes place within the next decade, those 
Jews both living in and leaving Russia in 
the future will be highly unlikely candi­
dates for leading "Jewish" lives. 

II 

Having spent the bulk of the paper on 
a review of negative trends, it is impor­
tant to highlight the hopeful signs and 
their policy ramifications which face us 
in our respective jobs and countries. 

With all that has been reviewed to 
date, it remains an urgent requirement 
to note the simultaneous renaissance of 
Jewish life in many corners of the world. 
The list will be familiar but remains im­
portant so that a balance is maintained 
when reviewing policy options. 

Worldwide all the available evidence 
suggests that by far most Jews marry, 
stay married, have children, function 
reasonably well as parents, live long 
lives, enjoy life, work hard, behave re­
sponsibly and have a sense of pride 
about being Jews. Most of them con­
tinue to want their children to be raised 
knowing they are Jews and even though 
they aren't sure how to do this, or why to 
do this, they want Jews to continue as a 
group in this world of ours and in most 
cases even want their children to marry 
other Jews. Most Jews remain more 
comfortable socializing with other Jews, 
and are sympathetic to, and concerned 
about, Israel. 

Yet, for better or worse, most Jews in 
the world, when given the chance, will 
not move to Israel, even as they maintain 
an often near-mystical and non-national 
relation to Israel. 

Many Jews find little positive about 
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b e i n g J e w s but accept the ir ex i s tent ia l 
reality as J e w s . T h e r e is g r o w i n g evi­
d e n c e o f a r e a d i n e s s to j o i n in c o r p o r a t e 
e x p r e s s i o n s re la t ing to t h e s e real i t ies by 
t a k i n g part publ ic ly in d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 
aga ins t a n t i - S e m i t i s m or in s u p p o r t o f 
Israel . 

W h i l e n o re search has a t t e m p t e d t o 
corre la te t h e i m p a c t o f t h e s e publ ic ac­
t ions u p o n J e w i s h fami ly l ife, I w o u l d 
s p e c u l a t e that it e n h a n c e s J e w i s h i d e n ­
tity in t h e h o m e a n d h e l p s to c e m e n t 
i n t e r - g e n e r a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w h i l e 
e n h a n c i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r t h e 
t r a n s m i s s i o n o f va lues . 

F u r t h e r , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f p e e r 
s u p p o r t n e t w o r k s in A m e r i c a s u c h as 
Havurot, w i d o w s ' g r o u p s , s ingles ' a n d 
s ing le p a r e n t s ' g r o u p s , s t e p - p a r e n t s ' or ­
g a n i z a t i o n s , J e w i s h m a r r i a g e e n c o u n t e r , 
fami ly c a m p i n g , a d o p t a g r a n d - p a r e n t 
p r o g r a m s , a n d t h e l ike , p o r t e n d wel l as 
trans i t ional s y s t e m s . T h e y m a y in s o m e 
i n s t a n c e s c o m e to s u b s t i t u t e for e x ­
t e n d e d a n d e v e n n u c l e a r famil ies a n d 
p r o v i d e n e w s o u r c e s for va lue b u i l d i n g 
a n d stabi l iz ing J e w i s h fami l i e s , albeit 
s o m e t i m e s in n e w f o r m s . 

S o m e s m a l l b e g i n n i n g s in e x p e r ­
i m e n t i n g w i t h t h e s e t o o l s f o r 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e J e w i s h fami ly are evi ­
d e n t in I s r a e l a n d m a n y c o u n t r i e s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . 

V i e w i n g t h e pos i t ives in an historical 
c o n t e x t it c o u l d wel l b e c o n c l u d e d that , 
in sp i t e o f the p r o b l e m s a n d di f f icul t ies 
that h a v e b e e n e n u m e r a t e d , t h e p r o b ­
l e m s t o d a y are m o r e contro l lab le t h a n 
w e r e m a n y o f t h e c a u s e s o f fami ly dis­
i n t e g r a t i o n in t i m e past; for t h e grea t 
d e s t r o y e r s a n d e n e m i e s o f fami l ies in 
the p a s t — f a m i n e , war , in fant a n d m a ­
t e r n a l m o r t a l i t y , e p i d e m i c s , m a s s i v e 
e c o n o m i c c o l l a p s e — a r e mat ters for r e m ­
i n i s c e n c e ra ther t h a n p r e s e n t real ity. 

Thus there is much to be optimistic about 
precisely because so much of the destiny of 
most Jews in the world is now in the hands of, 
and up to the will of, Jews to live as Jews. 

What then of portents for policy and action ? 
Paradox ica l ly p e r h a p s , t h e J e w s w h o 

s e r v e J e w i s h fami l i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
w o r l d c a n m o r e eas i l y e s t a b l i s h a n 
a g e n d a o f c o m m o n c o n c e r n t h a n veh i ­
cles for c o n c e r t e d ac t ion . For , w h i l e a p ­
p r o x i m a t e l y 4 5 p e r c e n t o f w o r l d J e w r y 
l ive as J e w s t h r o u g h totally v o l u n t a r y 
aff i l iat ion a n d / o r s t r u c t u r e s , t h e o t h e r s 
fall in to a n u m b e r o f c a t e g o r i e s w h i c h , 
b e c a u s e o f the ir status , r e p r e s e n t dif­
f e r i n g po l icy i m p l i c a t i o n s . J e w s in Israel 
r e p r e s e n t near ly 2 5 p e r c e n t o f w o r l d 
J e w r y a n d , o f c o u r s e , t h r o u g h t h e g o v ­
e r n m e n t , c a n c r e a t e f a m i l y p o l i c i e s 
w h i c h h a v e i m m e d i a t e a n d l o n g r a n g e 
ramif i ca t ions u p o n the ir psych ic , reli­
g i o u s e d u c a t i o n a l , cu l tura l a n d phys ica l 
l ives . O u t s i d e o f Israe l , r o u g h l y 2 0 p e r ­
c e n t o f J e w s re s ide in c o u n t r i e s w h e r e 
the ir s tatus is at bes t m a r g i n a l , o r at 
wors t , d e s p e r a t e . As s u c h , t o s p e a k o f 
po l i cy pr ior i t ies is t o c o n c l u d e that any 
pol icy o r s tra tegy w h i c h c a n r e s c u e J e w s 
f r o m t h e s e c o u n t r i e s will b e s e e n as re ­
d e m p t i o n o f t h e capt ives . A n d f u r t h e r , 
if that w e r e to c o m e t o pass , w e c o u l d 
say, A m e n . 

T h e r e m a i n i n g 10 p e r c e n t m o s t o f t e n 
h a v e s o m e off icial s tatus as a c o m m u n i t y 
in the ir r e s p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s . T h e e x t e n t 
to w h i c h t h e o r g a n i z e d J e w i s h c o m m u ­
nity c a n r e s p o n d to t h e n e e d s o f its J e w s 
d e p e n d s o n a c o m b i n a t i o n o f g o v e r n ­
m e n t a n d pr ivate f u n d i n g , c o u p l e d w i t h 
a m i x t u r e o f J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y ac t ion 
with g o v e r n m e n t s u p p o r t o r s a n c t i o n . 
T h e s e c a n h a v e , o f c o u r s e , e i t h e r a pos i ­
tive o r s o m e t i m e s a n e g a t i v e e f fec t . 

A s an e x a m p l e , t h e S w e d i s h J e w m u s t 
first ident i fy h i m s e l f as a J e w to t h e g o v ­
e r n m e n t . T h u s , t h e tax m o n i e s set a s i d e 
for J e w i s h p u r p o s e s c a n b e t r a n s f e r r e d 
to t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y t o u n d e r p i n 
t h e e d u c a t i o n a l , cu l tura l , social a n d reli­
g i o u s serv ices avai lable to S w e d i s h J e w s 
u n d e r J e w i s h a u s p i c e s . T h o s e serv ices 
are n o t , h o w e v e r , avai lable to J e w s w h o 
h a v e not s o i d e n t i f i e d t h e m s e l v e s . 
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C o n v e r s e l y , in F r e n c h C a n a d a l o n g 
e s tab l i shed J e w i s h a g e n c i e s h a v e b e e n 
a b s o r b e d in to a g o v e r n m e n t - s p o n s o r e d 
" n o n - s e c t a r i a n " n e t w o r k . F u r t h e r , 
J e w i s h s c h o o l s c o n t i n u e to g a r n e r f i n a n ­
c ia l s u p p o r t by a c c e p t i n g " F r e n c h 
C a n a d i a n i z a t i o n " as part o f the ir J e w i s h 
e d u c a t i o n a l a g e n d a . T h e m e c h a n i s m s 
for d e a l i n g with t r e n d s , b o t h pos i t ive 
a n d n e g a t i v e , will p e r f o r c e vary c o u n t r y 
to c o u n t r y . 

In a d d i t i o n , t h e status o f p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
will af fect the s e r i o u s n e s s with w h i c h 
s trateg ies are e f f e c t u a t e d . A l t h o u g h t h e 
c o m m u n a l p r o f e s s i o n a l s are not a m o n g 
t h e m o s t h i g h l y r e s p e c t e d p r o f e s s i o n s , 
t h e i r s t a t u s is, n e v e r t h e l e s s , m u c h 
h i g h e r i n N o r t h A m e r i c a t h a n 
e l s e w h e r e . 

T h e p o w e r , s a n c t i o n a n d author i ty o f 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s are wide ly variable . T h i s 
in turn crea tes p r o b l e m s o r poss ibi l i t ies , 
d e p e n d i n g o n t h e s t r e n g t h o f the pro ­
fes s ions in J e w i s h c o m m u n a l service . 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , t h e status o f t h e J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y itself is an i m p o r t a n t vari­
able w h e n t h e pol ic ies are e n a c t e d in a 
c o u n t r y . G o v e r n m e n t pol ic ies vis-a-vis 
t h e family as an ins t i tu t ion are s h a p e d 
t h e n by t h e p h i l o s o p h i e s o f t h e r e s p e c ­
tive J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s , the p h i l o s o ­
p h i e s o f the g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e status 
o f the c o m m u n i t y a n d its p r o f e s s i o n a l s 
in a g i v e n c o u n t r y . 

I n l ight o f the variety o f real it ies d e ­
scr ibed t h u s far, s trateg ies n e e d e d t o 
s t r e n g t h e n J e w i s h f a m i l i e s c a n b e 
l i m n e d but faintly. 

I will h o w e v e r , s u g g e s t t h e f o l l o w i n g 
d i rec t ions a n d / o r e m p h a s e s given that 
the feasibil ity o f i m p l e m e n t a t i o n can 
n e v e r be r e m o v e d f r o m t h e fabric a n d 
c o n t e x t o f the soc ie ty in w h i c h J e w s re­
s ide . 

1 . T h e e c o n o m i c barriers for l iv ing 
ful f i l led a n d creat ive J e w i s h lives m u s t 
b e l o w e r e d s o that n o J e w is p r e v e n t e d 
f r o m tak ing part in J e w i s h l ife a n d b e n ­
e f i t t ing f r o m its serv ices by r e a s o n o f t h e 

cost o f t h o s e serv ices . I n s o m e c o u n t r i e s 
the h i g h cost o f J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n a l e x ­
p e r i e n c e s a n d o f aff i l iat ion has a d d e d to 
the d o w n w a r d t r e n d in f o r m a l affilia­
t ion. It calls for i n n o v a t i v e , s o m e t i m e s 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y , ways o f f u n d i n g a n d p r o ­
v i d i n g t h e s e serv ices . T h i s m a y h a v e to 
i n c l u d e t r a n s f e r r i n g the i d e a o f Israel 
B o n d s to D i a s p o r a as one f u n d i n g t e c h ­
n i q u e . 

2. T h e t e c h n o l o g i c a l r e v o l u t i o n m u s t 
b e c h a n n e l e d a n d b e p u t m o r e a n d 
m o r e to J e w i s h p u r p o s e . In A m e r i c a 
t h e r e are the b e g i n n i n g s o f a J e w i s h 
te lev i s ion n e t w o r k , t h e g r o w t h o f l ow-
cost " H o w to b e J e w i s h " b o o k s , e x p e r ­
i m e n t a l s u b s c r i p t i o n services for g a m e s , 
r e s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s , m u s i c , c a s s e t t e s , 
c o m i c b o o k s , d ige s t s , l a n g u a g e s t u d y 
m a t e r i a l s , v i d e o t a p e s all g e a r e d t o 
J e w i s h c o n c e r n s , life style, va lues , c o n ­
tent a n d t e a c h i n g s . All t h e s e m u s t b e 
e x p a n d e d a n d m a d e avai lable w h e r e v e r 
J e w s l ive a n d in as m a n y d i f f e r e n t lan­
g u a g e s as poss ib le . 

3 . E v e r y m e a n s p o s s i b l e m u s t b e 
u t i l i z e d to e n c o u r a g e J e w i s h y o u n g 
p e o p l e to marry J e w s a n d h a v e c h i l d r e n . 
T h i s e f for t m u s t b e g i n at an early a g e 
t h r o u g h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f special cur­
ricular mater ia l s for ins t i tut ions a n d 
y o u n g p a r e n t s . M a t e r i a l g e a r e d t o 
e l e m e n t a r y p r e - a d o l e s c e n t a n d a d o l e s ­
c e n t a g e s m u s t b e f u r t h e r c r e a t e d wh ich 
w o u l d i n c l u d e specia l m o v i e s , d i scuss ion 
g u i d e s , m a g a z i n e articles , v i d e o tapes , 
pos ters , c a m p i n g t h e m e p r o g r a m s a n d 
the l ike. T h e e x p e r i m e n t i n g in E n g l a n d 
with t h e A m e r i c a n Coa l i t i on o n Al ter­
nat ives for J e w i s h E d u c a t i o n is a h e a l t h y 
s tep in this d i r e c t i o n . 

In short , t h e m o s t sophi s t i ca ted a p ­
p r o a c h e s m u s t b e i d e n t i f i e d , ut i l ized 
a n d s u s t a i n e d in o r d e r to h e l p J e w s 
h e e d t h e c o m m a n d m e n t "to b e fruitful 
a n d mul t ip ly ." 

4 . In s o m e c o u n t r i e s , a l l iances with 
o t h e r g r o u p s wi th s h a r e d c o n c e r n s will 
b e n e e d e d . In t h e U n i t e d States , this 
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may hasten redefinitions of under­
standings and expectations regarding 
"church-state" relations and the place 
and responsibility of government in 
granting tax credits, incentives and sup­
port for sectarian purposes. 

5 . In the last ten years up to ten per­
cent of world Jewry has migrated, 
mostly to America. Therefore, outreach 
to all manner of Jew, to embrace them 
as Jews, wherever they choose to live, 
must be seen as a matter of high prior­
ity. Ideological differences and conclu­
sions arise from disparate premises vis­
a-vis the future of Jewish life in Dias­
pora and in Israel and they will continue 
to permeate policy decisions wherever 
they are made. If the result of these 
decisions is to deny services to Jews and 
Jewish families because of the reality of 
where they live, it should not blur the 
reality that u l t imate ly how J ewi sh 
families live as Jews remains as impor­
tant today as it has been in the past. 
Therefore, the quality of that life style 
must be enhanced without regard to 
where they live. 

Those Jews not living in Israel repre­
sent too large a number to be treated as 
Jewish pariahs, left to fend for them­
selves and kept outside the pale. T h e 
future health of their families as Jews 
will assure positive long range pos­
sibilities for all Jews, everywhere. That 
health is best assured through energetic 
efforts to respond to their needs on all 
of the levels discussed here. As painful 
as this may be for some, the history of 
Jewish life suggests the rectitude of this 
position. It is clear that the traditional 
Jewish families, while not immune from 
the weakening of Jewish family life and 
values, have fared better to date in 
dealing with the buffeting to which the 
family as an institution is being sub­
jected. 

It is also apparent that most Jewish 
families in the world will not return to 
traditional Jewish life style, roles, and 

behaviors as a way of dealing with their 
difficulties. There are many, however, 
who are turning to the body of history 
and experience we call the tradition, in 
order to find some connection to tradi­
tion, though not to be bound by it. 

Tradi t iona l Jews and tradit ional 
Judaism offer some insights which can 
be used as broad guidelines in evolving 
public policies and private commitments 
to further encourage enriched Jewish 
living. Not all traditional Jews personify 
the application of these guidelines but 
when they are present among tradi­
tional Jews they constitute a model for 
the principles which follow. 

There are, it seems to me, four in­
forming principles at the heart of 
traditional Jewish life. 

1) a sense of destiny 2) a sense of 
discipline 3) a sense of delineation of 
time and roles and 4) a sense of dif­
ference. 

1) T h e covenental imperative gives 
purpose and focus to traditional Jews. 
This anchoring in a belief system pro­
vides faith in a time of questioning and a 
frame of sense and sensitivity in a time 
when both are too frequently absent 
from our modern minds and lives. A 
sense of destiny brings a different per­
spective to the search for values and 
purpose for its timeless nature gives a 
sense of the infinite to the mind and 
heart of the finite human. 

2) Out of this sense comes the readi­
ness and capacity to accept a life of dis­
cipline with a sense of discipline. T h e 
p r e s c r i b e d a n d p r o s c r i b e d g i v e s 
structure to the purposes and at its best 
informs the behaviors which grow out of 
the acceptance of the discipline with joy 
and wonderment. 

3) In turn, as a result of this combin­
ing of destiny and discipline, there has 
evolved an approach to time and func­
tions which delineates the holy from the 
profane, the abiding from the mun­
dane, and in doing so, helps humans 
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a p p r o a c h t h e u s e o f t i m e , i n t e r ­

g e n e r a t i o n a l r e la t i onsh ips a n d r e s p o n ­

sibilities with predic tabi l i ty , famil iarity 

a n d respons ib i l i ty . 

4) In o r d e r to k e e p t h e s e t h r e e pr in ­

c ip les al ive, t h e n e e d to b e d i f f e r e n t be­

c o m e s p a r a m o u n t . T h i s s e n s e o f b e i n g 

d i f f e r e n t p e r m e a t e s l ife style , h o m e l i fe , 

e a t i n g habits , u s e o f t i m e a n d t h e very 

n a t u r e o f assoc ia t ions o n a p e r s o n a l a n d 

c o m m u n i t y p l a n e . 

It is m y p r e m i s e that m o s t J e w s today 

will n o t r e t u r n to tradi t ional J u d a i s m as 

an a l l - p e r m e a t i n g l i fe force . T h o s e J e w s , 

h o w e v e r , w h o are m o s t success fu l ly e n ­

g a g e d in b u i l d i n g o r s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

J e w i s h l ife in h o m e a n d c o m m u n i t y are 

m a k i n g u s e o f t h e s e f o u r pr inc ip l e s e v e n 

t h o u g h they may n o t h a v e art iculated 

t h e m as s u c h . 

So it m u s t b e as t h o s e o f us w h o are 

not tradi t ional e v o l v e po l i c i e s , s trateg ies , 

pr ior i t ies a n d c o m m i t m e n t s , we m u s t d o 

so t h r o u g h b r i n g i n g n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l a n d 

i n n o v a t i v e a p p r o a c h e s to b e a r in re­

d e f i n i n g or , r e - s h a p i n g , r e - c o n s t r u c t i n g , 

r e - f o r m i n g o u r s e n s e o f des t iny , disci­

p l i n e , d e l i n e a t i o n a n d d i f f e r e n c e . 

W e J e w s h a v e m u c h to g ive to e a c h 

o t h e r . W e h a v e m u c h to l earn f r o m e a c h 

o t h e r . O u r past t e a c h e s us t h e reality o f 

o u r a b i d i n g o p t i m i s m c o u p l e d with o u r 

capaci ty to c o p e , adjust , c rea te , r e s p o n d , 

ant ic ipate , r e c o v e r a n d p r o c e e d wi th t h e 

b u s i n e s s o f b e i n g j e w s a n d b e i n g j e w i s h . 

With all w e h a v e d o n e , with all w e h a v e 

b e c o m e a n d are b e c o m i n g , w e l i v e — a n d 

will c o n t i n u e to l ive in f a m i l i e s , — s o m e 

n e w in f o r m — a n d in c o m m u n i t i e s — 

s o m e yet to b e c r e a t e d . But l ive w e will, 

b e c a u s e w e h a v e the will to l ive. Kadima. 
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