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Executive Summary 

Jews of different ages and backgrounds have participated in a variety of Israel 

educational experience programs over the last 20 years. These programs differ in terms of 

their ideological approach to Judaism, the kinds of activities they offer, and the length of 

the program.  

 This study, commissioned by the Alliance for Educational Programs in Israel, 

surveyed alumni from five long-established Israel education programs (Nesiya, 

Alexander Muss High School, Livnot U’Lehibanot, Pardes Institute, and the World 

Union of Jewish Students Institute in Arad), distinguished by their independent status and 

intensive, alternative approaches to Jewish and Israel education.  

 The analysis compared program participants with specially designed sub-samples 

of the National Jewish Population Study 2000-01 (NJPS), weighted so as to approximate 

the Israel program participants in terms of Jewish upbringing. The results point to several 

very large gaps between the higher-scoring participants and the lower-scoring NJPS 

quasi-control group, as follows: 

1. The alumni outscored their NJPS counterparts with respect to Jewish 

engagement, including such matters as ritual observance, synagogue 

involvement, organizational belonging, charitable giving, and friendship 

networks. That is, in almost all instances, the levels of current Jewish 

involvement of the program alumni were greater than those found in 

comparable American Jews. 

2. Of those program participants who have married, the vast majority have 

married Jews. Even the programs with the highest rates of intermarriage 

report rates that are much lower than those found among comparable Jews 
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who themselves had been to Israel in their adolescent and young adult 

years. 

3. All program alumni reported high levels of attachment to Israel, marked 

by emotional attachment, frequent travel, and pro-Israel endorsement with 

friends. 

While from a strict methodological perspective, it is not possible to attribute these 

differences solely to the Israel experience program, it is fair to say that these educational 

programs clearly played an important role in their participants’ on-going Jewish growth 

that has certainly taken place before, during, and after their participation in these Israel 

educational programs. 
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Introduction 

In the last two decades, thousands of Jewish youngsters from North America have 

visited Israel on organized, educational programs. As a direct consequence, a plethora of  

Israel educational programs  have emerged providing diverse alternatives with respect to 

educational style and content, duration of program, mix of activities (touring, studying, 

volunteering, etc.) and Jewish ideological approach. Among the more popular programs 

are those that emphasize touring the country; opportunities to study Hebrew, Judaism, 

Israel, and academic subject matter; and volunteer frameworks such as in kibbutzim or in 

service to the Israeli army. Sponsoring agencies are myriad as well. They include youth 

movements, camps, religious denominations, JCCs, yeshivas, day schools, universities 

and independent agencies. Duration of the stay in Israel can be as little as ten days, or as 

much as a year (with possibilities for extension), with many summertime programs for 

teens and young adults lasting 4-7 weeks.  

These programs appeal to participant populations who differ in terms of age, 

gender distribution, interests, and Jewish identity backgrounds. But even as they differ 

among themselves, as a group they also differ from other American Jews who have never 

been to Israel. Very simply, they are more Jewishly engaged and Israel-oriented than 

American Jews generally.  

An extensive social scientific literature provides strong evidence that for North 

American Jews, time spent in Israel as an adolescent or young adult does indeed exert a 

significant positive impact upon adult Jewish identity (Rolnik, 1965; Bubis & Marks, 

1975; London & Hirshfeld, 1989; Kafka, London, Bandler & Frank, 1990; S. M. Cohen, 

1991a, b; E. H. Cohen, 1993, 1994, 1995a, b; Mittleberg, 1994; Chazan, 1997; Sales 

1998; Saxe, Kadushin, Pakes, Kelner, Horowitz, Sales, & Brodsky, 2000; Saxe, 

Kadushin, Kelner, Rosen, & Yereslove, 2001, 2002; Saxe, Kadushin, Hecht, Phillips, 

Kelner, & Rosen, 2004). The studies’ qualitative and quantitative findings are reasonably 

uniform on the following points: 

1) Israel experience programs appeal to youngsters with relatively strong 

Jewish backgrounds initially, as exhibited in more observant parents, more 
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intensive forms of Jewish education, and more extensive patterns of 

institutional affiliation. 

2) They generate high levels of satisfaction and considerable enthusiasm both 

about the programs specifically and toward Israel more generally. 

3) They produce, for many, a life-long attachment to Israel, especially for 

those who manifest and strengthen such attachment through repeated 

subsequent visits to Israel. 

4) These programs produce, net of all confounding factors, changes in 

several measures of Jewish engagement, although the precise outcomes 

and their magnitude have yet to be fully examined. 

 

The Questions: Until now, the research has yet to examine how and why specific 

Israel experience programs differ in terms of either constituency or impact. That is, we 

have little systematic evidence (albeit lots of impressionistic testimony from sponsors and 

participants) as to the diversity of Israel experience participants associated with different 

programs. The more educationally sophisticated Israel experience programs seek not 

merely to enhance Jewish and Zionist identity generally, but to achieve very specific 

educational objectives distinctive to these programs. Moreover, by investing considerable 

expertise and resources in the educational experience, the more educationally 

sophisticated programs may well produce even more powerful effects than those 

produced by the more standard Israel experiences. It is these assumptions that this 

research seeks to examine.  

In particular, with respect to those who choose various Israel experience 

alternatives… 

1) What specific sorts of Jewish identity outcomes can be associated with 

participation in these diverse Israel educational experiences? 

2) How do they differ with respect to Jewish background? Surely not all 

are equally endowed with high rates of Jewish familial, communal, and 

educational experiences. 
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Additionally, we ask: 

3) How do they view the programs in which they participated? 

4) What sorts of emotional and other ties to Israel do they evince after 

returning to their Diaspora origins? 

In a variety of ways, at the heart of the mission of each of these programs is the 

aspiration to contribute to the growth in Jewish identities of their participants in some 

fashion. The programs may, for example, seek to deepen their participants’ attachment to 

being Jewish; or to enhance their connection with Israel; or impart skills related to the 

practice of Judaism; or to encourage them to participate more fully in the life of 

organized Jewish communities. The extent to which these elements of Jewish “impact” in 

fact can be observed among former program participants is the central question this 

research seeks to address: Did these programs indeed enhance the Jewish identities of 

their participants, and in what ways, and to what extent?  

The principal research strategy we adopt is to compare each of the program 

participants with suitably constructed and individually tailored quasi-control groups 

drawn from the recently conducted National Jewish Population Study (NJPS) of 2000/01, 

sponsored by the United Jewish Communities (see www.ujc.org/njps for more details). 

We examine rates of Jewish engagement measured in a variety of ways among each 

programs’ alumni, comparing them with those reported by a subset of respondents from 

the NJPS. These NJPS sub-samples, in their youth or young adult years, also visited 

Israel and are currently about the same age as the alumni surveyed.  

From a strict methodological point of view, the sort of evidence we collected from 

the former participants in each program can, at best, only strongly suggest, but cannot 

“prove,” that the experience with each program actually produced growth in Jewish 

identity. We surveyed the respondents at only one point in time, rather than several times 

over a long period. Insofar as we observe unusually high levels of Jewish and Zionist 

identity among the alumni of given programs, in a technical sense, any of a number of 

factors may have contributed to these high levels. That said, we do believe the results can 

point to the growth in Jewish engagement that may well have occurred as a result of 

participation in the programs.  
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Five Israel Experience Programs: Elements of Distinctiveness 

To address the research questions articulated above, the Alliance for Educational 

Programs in Israel, a consortium of independently operated Israel experience educational 

programs commissioned this study. The five constituent agencies that participated in this 

study are as follows: 

• Nesiya  

• Alexander Muss High School in Israel (AMHSI) 

• Livnot U'Lehibanot (or, “Livnot”) 

• Pardes Institute  

• World Union of Jewish Students Institute in Arad 

(WUJS) 

 

These programs vary widely in so many ways, including the character of their 

prime participant-constituencies, as well as in the key educational aspects of their 

programs. The principal age-ranges of their participant audiences range from the teen 

years (Nesiya and HIS) to twenty-somethings (Pardes and WUJS). The duration of their 

main programs may last from a few weeks (Nesiya), to a few months (AMHSI and 

Livnot), to a year (Pardes, WUJS). For these reasons alone we would anticipate 

substantial differences in the Jewish identity profiles of the alumni, both at the current 

time, and in their childhood years, as reported retrospectively. 

 The central program components and educational philosophies vary as well. In 

the slightly edited words of the programs themselves, drawn from their websites and 

publicity materials, we find the following presentations: 

 

Nesiya 

The word Nesiya means “journey” in Hebrew. The Nesiya experience 

(www.nesiya.org), in the view of the program, leads participants on journeys, both 

literally and figuratively. Nesiya’s teen-age participants, in groups of North Americans 
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and Israelis, explore Judaism and Israel through a combination of travel, outdoor 

adventure, workshops in the performing and visual arts, community service projects, and 

creative study. These summertime programs that last for several weeks allow participants 

to experience Israel in an environment that reflects the diversity and vitality of the Jewish 

people today.  

 

Alexander Muss High School in Israel (AMHSI) 

For eight weeks, AMHSI (www.amhsi.com), located in K’far Shmaryahu, invites 

junior and senior high school students to experience Israel, combining touring and 

classroom study. AMHSI sees itself as "synonymous with experiential academics, 

outdoors fun and challenges, where Israel itself is your classroom.” AMHSI “offers 

students a chance to discover Israel and its people, learn its history in a unique, hands-on 

way, and have a life-changing experience while connecting with their own heritage." 

Students pursue their regular coursework with AMHSI faculty while experiencing Israel 

and connecting to Judaism.  

 

Livnot U'Lehibanot 

Livnot U'Lehibanot (www.livnot.com), with facilities in Safed and Jerusalem, 

means "To Build and To Be Built. Livnot accepts young Jewish adults between the ages 

of 21-30 with minimal to no Jewish background. Participants “discover the connection 

between Judaism, nature, and the environment- because we believe that there is no better 

way to understand our nation's past than through being intimate with the land itself." 

Livnot’s program offerings last from a few weeks to several months and are built around 

four common elements: touring and hiking, studying, community service, and Shabbat. 

Livnot's active alumni community, maintained by intensive follow-up efforts on the part 

of the staff, allows participants to build upon their learning experience once they return 

home. It is comprised of more than 3200 people, and they continue to experience Livnot 

through Shabbatons, retreats, hiking, music events and solidarity missions.  
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Pardes 

Pardes (www.pardes.org.il) offers participants the opportunity to engage in 

serious text study in Israel, focusing upon Torah, Talmud, Halacha and Jewish 

philosophy. Pardes describes itself as "much more than a co-ed yeshiva. Pardes in 

Jerusalem offers a variety of educational Israel programs for post-college young people 

interested in Jewish studies in an open environment." Pardes, whether in summer 

programs lasting a few weeks or in its “flagship” program lasting a year (or more, for 

those who so elect), is committed to giving its students the skills for in-depth Jewish 

learning through religious text study. It seeks to challenge students to grow as 

individuals, as well as members of the Jewish community, in a religiously diverse and 

tolerant atmosphere.  

 

 WUJS  

The World Union of Jewish Students (www.wujs-arad.org) provides a learning-

and-living experience in Arad (an isolated town in the Negev) where young Jewish 

adults, many of whom may be contemplating immigrating to Israel, with an ulpan 

(Hebrew instruction immersion experience) and extensive courses in Jewish and Israel 

studies over the period of several months. WUJS offers "young Jewish graduates and 

professionals from all over the world an opportunity to come and experience Israel in the 

most exciting and creative manner possible." Its stated aim is to “foster the unity of 

Jewish students worldwide and to strive to ensure their participation in the fulfillment of 

the aspirations of the Jewish people, its continuity, and the development of its religious, 

spiritual, cultural and social heritage.” 

 

  In light of the very different feeling-tones these statements convey, one would not 

be surprised to learn of differences in the Jewish life experiences of respective programs’ 

participants, of different reactions to the programs, and different outcomes in Jewish 

identity measures. At the same time, given the overall common themes in research on 

Israel experience programs in the past, we would also expect certain shared  

characteristics that distinguish these programs’ participants in the aggregate from other 

American Jews, even those who have been to Israel in their young adult years.
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Methods 

The Survey and Sample 

 The survey questionnaire consisted of items covering a wide range of areas: 

• Social and demographic characteristics (gender, age, family status, 

education) 

• Jewish identity indicators from childhood and adolescence, replicating 

many found on the 2000/01 National Jewish Population Study (to allow 

for comparison with NJPS quasi-control groups) 

• Current indicators of Jewish involvement (also to allow for comparison 

with NJPS quasi-control groups) 

• Questions relating to inter-dating and inter-marriage, both attitudes and 

behaviors 

• Measures of Israel attachment 

• Perceptions of the strengths and drawbacks of the Israel experience 

program 

• Evaluation of program components 

• Reports of ongoing contact with the programs after their formal 

conclusion. 

 

We administered the survey via the Web. Each of the participating programs 

assembled e-mail addresses for their participants extending back several years. We then 

repeatedly contacted these participants, seeking their cooperation in completing the Web-

based survey.  

We received 2,254 completed and usable survey questionnaires in all. For the 

purposes of the analysis, we assigned 2,155 (96%) to the program they last attended, with 

99 (or 4%) unassigned due to incomplete information.  
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A small number of respondents participated in two programs. Most notably, about 

17% of those who first attended a Livnot program went on to participate in Pardes, 

WUJS, or other programs (to which they were assigned for the purposes of analysis). 

While their inclusion with the Livnot participants for tabulation purposes would hardly 

affect the Livnot results statistically, we should note that they do represent prime 

examples of ongoing Jewish growth among alumni of Livnot and other programs in 

which they participated. 

All analyses presented are conducted separately and in parallel for the five groups. 

The results reported below for the total population reflect the usable responses from all 

2,254 respondents, while those results specific to the five programs are limited to the 

2,155 respondents who could be identified unambiguously with one of the five programs.  

Program Most Recently Attended 

 
 Frequency

   

Nesiya 93 

AMHSI 644 

Livnot 641 

Pardes 344 

WUJS 433 

Valid 

Total 2155 

Missing  99 

Total 2254 

 

 

The programs’ varying coverage of their participants e-mail addresses is 

incomplete and non-uniform. Their records were far more complete and more accurate 

for recent participants than for those who participated in the more distant past, generating 

more returns from the more recent alumni. Over time, the program graduates, obviously, 

move, change their e-mail addresses and increasingly lose contact with the programs. 

Insofar as programs undertake efforts to stay in touch with their alumni (such as by way 

of newsletters, reunions, or other programs), they do work to maintain and refresh their 
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lists. However, they do so in a way that is inevitably selective, retaining contact with 

those who are more favorably inclined toward the program, as some alumni make sure to 

retain contact with their former programs, just as others may, for whatever reason, want 

nothing to do with them. In addition, to an unknown extent, we would expect that Israel-

based alumni would probably stand a better chance of appearing on the e-mail lists than 

those living elsewhere (about 20% of the respondents who most recently attended Pardes 

and WUJS were living in Israel as compared with fewer than 3% for the other three 

groups). On an impressionistic basis, Livnot, of all the groups, seems to invest the 

greatest effort in maintaining e-mail contact with its alumni, and, in addition, made 

special efforts to update its lists for this study. 

These considerations suggest a sample bias whose extent and precise nature is 

unknown. Sample coverage is, as noted above, weighted toward more recent participants. 

We can also assume that it is also weighted to those who have been somewhat less 

mobile (and thereby maintaining more constant e-mail addresses over time), as well as 

toward those who are more interested in maintaining contact with their programs 

(perhaps reflecting a more positive view of their Israel experience specifically or of their 

orientation to Israel or being Jewish more generally). 

 

 

An Analytic Strategy: Comparisons with the NJPS “Control” Groups 

 To address the first two (more critical) research objectives outlined above, this 

analysis addresses two fundamental questions of the data. To re-state these two questions 

in data-analytic terms: 

1) With respect to Jewish engagement (measured in terms of communal 

affiliation, ritual observance, and subjective identity), how do alumni from 

each of the five programs differ from other American Jews who have been 

to Israel in their adolescence and young adult years? Here we are seeking 

to measure and extract “selection bias,” the extent to which participants 

already experienced a Jewish identity “head start” by virtue of choosing to 

come to Israel in the first place. 
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2) More critically, how do they differ in terms of Jewish identity outcomes – 

are they, in fact, more Jewishly engaged than comparable individuals, with 

similar Jewish upbringing? Here we are asking the question of “impact,” 

or more precisely the extent of Jewish identity growth associated with 

each program. As noted, the one-shot nature of the survey (we assessed 

respondents at only one point in time), we cannot truly assess impact. 

Rather, given the methodological constraints, this study can only 

approximately discern the extent of Jewish growth that is associated with 

the experience in each group.  

 

In the ideal world of research, we would have selected a group of test subjects 

some thirty or forty years ago and randomly divided the group in two. We would have 

assigned one half (the “treatment” groups) to participate in Nesiya, AMHSI, Livnot, 

Pardes or WUJS, and assigned the other half (the “control” group) to travel to Israel in 

their young adult years in some other capacity. We would then compare treatment groups 

(program alumni) with the control group (Israel visitors) to assess the Jewish identity 

impact of attending one or another program. 

Of course, we lack the ability either to reconstruct history or, for the sake of good 

social science, to control young people’s Jewish educational experiences. Instead, we 

approximate the controlled experiment in another way. The National Jewish Population 

Survey of 2000/01, which interviewed 4,523 Jewish adults across the country, ascertained 

which adult Jewish respondents had traveled to Israel in their younger years. 

Accordingly, we selected an artificially constructed quasi-control group consisting of 

respondents sharing two characteristics:  

• they had been to Israel (whether on an organized trip or 

not) between the ages of 14-26; and, 

• they were between the ages of 18 and 49 at the time of the 

survey (an age distribution roughly comparable to that 

found among the alumni). 
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By virtue of having been to Israel as adolescents and young adults, this NJPS sub-

sample differs sharply from other American Jews. They derive from more observant 

Jewish homes, attended more extensive and intensive Jewish educational experiences, 

and maintained more friendships with Jews in those years. As a direct consequence of 

these differences, in turn, as well as perhaps the very fact that they traveled to Israel when 

age 14-26, they also report higher levels of Jewish engagement than other Jews as 

contemporary adults. It is this group (or, more precisely, somewhat adjusted versions of 

this group, as we explain below) that will serve as the source for benchmark comparisons 

with the program alumni. Insofar as the Israel program alumni differ from the NJPS sub-

sample who had also been to Israel in their younger years, we can impute evidence of 

Jewish growth associated with participation in the respective program. (Of course, to 

reiterate a point made earlier and one we shall make several times again, that Jewish 

growth may itself be part of the reason why participants selected the program as well as 

ensuing directly from their experience in the program and in subsequent developments.) 

By comparing the Israel program graduates with the NJPS visitors to Israel, we 

are, in effect, stripping away the impact of a youthful visit to Israel per se. We are asking 

NOT how the alumni differ from American Jews in general. Rather, we are asking how 

the alumni now differ from those who earlier in their lives chose to visit Israel, but not 

necessarily in an educationally intensive program such as those sponsored by the five 

programs in this study. 

The NJPS sub-sample presents a rather demanding basis for comparison against 

which to assess the program alumni. By virtue of having traveled to Israel at least once in 

their youth, they tend to emerge as relatively engaged in Jewish life years later, as adults. 

In addition, the NJPS respondents are, on the whole, both older and more likely to be 

married with children than the typical alumni in our sample. Since age, marriage, and 

parenthood are all associated with higher rates of Jewish involvement, the NJPS 

benchmarks are set at even higher levels than they would be otherwise. 

As will be demonstrated presently, alumni surveyed differ with respect to their 

Jewish upbringing. Participants in some programs report higher levels of home 

observance, Jewish education, and Jewish friendship circles than those in other programs. 

This circumstance means that the NJPS control group may only approximate the Israel 
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program participants in terms of Jewish upbringing. It cannot precisely match the 

distinctive distributions associated with each program. 

To more finely tune the comparisons between the alumni and NJPS control 

groups, we weighted the NJPS data for each of five comparisons, so that the Jewish 

upbringing of the NJPS control groups would approximate the Jewish upbringing of the 

appropriate program for which it is serving as a baseline. 

To illustrate, the Livnot participants reported the least intensive levels of Jewish 

upbringing of all five groups in terms of Jewish schooling, observance, and Jewish 

friends in childhood and adolescent years. In contrast, Nesiya alumni reported the most 

intensive such Jewish socialization experiences. To take account of these variations (and 

those for each of the five groups), we constructed program-specific weights for the NJPS 

controls. In effect, when analyzing, say, the Livnot results, we gave more weight (or 

“votes”) to those NJPS respondents raised in less intensive Jewish environments. For the 

comparisons with Nesiya alumni, on the other hand, the weighting procedure gave more 

weight to the NJPS respondents who reported more numerous and more intensive Jewish 

socialization experiences in their younger years. Thus, Livnot alumni are compared with 

NJPS adults who experienced a weaker Jewish socialization than did those use in 

comparisons with the Nesiya alumni. As will be explained in further detail, NJPS 

synthetic and specifically weighted control groups were similarly constructed for the 

alumni of AMHSI, Pardes, and WUJS. 
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Findings 

Demographic Background Characteristics 

 Preliminary to the analysis is an understanding of the basic socio-demographic 

contours of the respondents. 

Demographic Characteristics 

Program  Male Mean
Age Married Children Graduate

 Degree 

Nesiya 27 21 7 0 14 

HIS 38 28 41 26 41 

Livnot 43 29 39 4 54 

Pardes 41 36 60 8 78 

WUJS 46 41 73 57 63 

Total 41 32 48 22 54 

 

 Standard gender differential- predominantly female: Women outnumber men 

by almost a 3:2 ratio overall (more precisely, 41% are men, and 59% women), and they 

predominate in every program. Only among WUJS participants is the gender balance 

nearly even (but women still pre-dominate). At the other extreme we find Nesiya alumni 

(27% male; 73% female). 

These five Israel programs are no exception to larger patterns and a significant 

body of research. These findings are consistent with a wide range of studies 

demonstrating that women out-score men with respect to religious participation and piety 

in the West, in the United States, and in American Judaism. The only area in Judaism 

where men outscore or outnumber women is in the performance of certain gender-related 

practices among the Orthodox, and in positions of governance, communal leadership, and 

liturgical leadership. In these areas we find more Jewish men, despite the predominance 

of women in adult education, synagogue activities, communal volunteering, and the mid- 

to lower ranks of professional and educational service. Even more specifically related to 

the point at hand, previous examinations of American Jewish youth have found more 

girls than boys in youth groups and Israel experience programs.  
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Young adults: At the time of the survey, respondents averaged 32 years of age, 

with fairly wide variations in the average age of alumni from the five groups. Nesiya 

graduates were the youngest (mean age= 21), and WUJS the oldest (average = 41). 

Current age (at time of survey) is a function both of the number of years that have elapsed 

since participation in the program, as well as the average age of participants at the time 

they attended the program. Nesiya and AMHSI are the two programs geared for teen-

agers, but AMHSI respondents are older owing to predominantly more responses from 

alumni who participating years prior to administration of the survey. 

Half married, most without children (yet?): Less than half the respondents 

(48%) are married, and less than half of these (or 22% of the total) have children at home. 

These patterns reflecting both the respondents’ age distribution as well as the tendency 

for American Jews, especially the most highly educated, to delay family formation.  

In this regard, of special note are the family formation patterns among the Pardes 

alumni who, more than others, report a wide gap between the proportion married (60%) 

and the number who have already had children (8%). In other words, most Pardes alumni 

are married without children, a figure more than double that of participants in the other 

programs. Notably, Pardes alumni report the highest levels of (“secular”) educational 

achievement of all five programs (and who, anecdotally, are reported by Pardes staff to 

have studied disproportionately at highly selective institutions of higher learning).  

Methodological implications: The relative absence of children is of 

methodological interest for this analysis in that it can be said to exert a “downward drag” 

on the Jewish identity indicators among alumni of the five programs. That is, over time, 

as more of these respondents marry and have children, we can reasonably expect their 

Jewish engagement to rise. Accordingly, in the comparisons presented below, contrasting 

the alumni with respondents from the National Jewish Population Survey, the relatively 

small number of parents among the alumni constitutes a conservative bias, that is, it 

produces lower levels of Jewish engagement than would otherwise be the case were 

children present in their homes. Nevertheless, as we shall soon see, the alumni do, in fact, 

display significantly higher rates of Jewish engagement than those displayed by the NJPS 

respondents who function as a simulated control group. 
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Jewish Identity Indicators in the Childhood and Teen Years 

 Somewhat weaker Jewish upbringing: How intensive were the Jewish home 

and community environments of the program alumni and NJPS respondents when they 

were growing up? To address this question, we focus on eight indicators of Jewish 

socialization. On four of these (High Holiday service attendance at age 10-11, day school 

attendance in the elementary years, Jewish youth group participation, and dating only 

Jews in high school), the alumni in the aggregate (taking all of them together), 

approximate the levels found in the NJPS sub-sample. On the other four measures 

(entailing day school attendance at the high school level, Jewish friendships, service 

attendance, and Sabbath observance as a child), the alumni surveyed actually trail the 

NJPS sub-sample. For example, while 52% of the NJPS sub-sample attended Sabbath 

services at least monthly at age 10-11, just 30% of the Israel program participants did so. 

That is, in general, the alumni actually experienced somewhat weaker Jewish 

socialization experience than did the “average American Jewish counterpart” who visited 

Israel in their younger years. 

Selected Jewish Identity Indicators found in NJPS 
Program most recently attended  

 Nesiya HSI Livnot Pardes WUJS Total NJPS 

Attended HiHoliday Services, 10-11 97 95 86 92 87 90 90 

Went to Jewish Youth group as teen 55 68 35 57 55 53 47 

Most friends Jewish, 10-11 46 48 28 47 43 41 49 

Sabbath candles always lit, 10-11 43 32 18 38 36 30 45 

Services more than monthly, 10-11 46 35 16 36 33 30 52 

Dated only Jews in HS 39 20 10 30 21 20 24 

Attended day school 42 18 8 18 11 15 18 

Day School High School 26 4 2 9 5 5 19 
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Variations in Jewish upbringing: Nesiya emerges as the program whose participants 

were most Jewishly engaged in their childhood years. As many as 42% of Nesiya 

participants attended day school on the elementary level, as contrasted with 15% for the 

entire alumni sample. Livnot alumni, in contrast, uniformly score lower than all other 

groups’ participants on all eight measures. For example, just 18% of the Livnot graduates 

reported Sabbath candles lit in their home, as contrasted with from 32% to 43% among 

the other groups. AMHSI alumni are distinguished by rather high rates of Jewish youth 

group involvement and rough equivalence with the other alumni on all other measures. 

The Pardes alumni report Jewish socialization experiences whose frequencies are slightly 

higher than those reported among the other groups, though resembling the NJPS sub-

sample. (For example, Sabbath candle lighting at age 10-11 reaches 30% for all five 

groups, 38% for the Pardes alumni, and 45% for the NJPS sub-sample.) The WUJS 

participants report levels very similar to the five groups taken as a whole. 

 We combined the eight Jewish socialization indicators to form an aggregate index 

of Jewish socialization ranging in value from 0 to 8. By stratifying into four layers 

ranging from “low” to “very high,” we can appreciate the differences between and among 

the five groups, as well as their differences with the NJPS sub-sample. For example, 

among the low-scoring Livnot alumni, 42% rank low on the index and just 3% qualify as 

“very high.” In contrast are the respective scores for the NJPS (17% for both the low and 

very high strata) and Nesiya (14% low and 29% very high). 

Summary Index of Jewish Identity Indicators, Programs vs. NJPS 
Program most recently attended 

 
 Nesiya AMHSI Livnot Pardes WUJS 

 
Total NJPS 

Low 14% 12% 42% 20% 22% 24% 17% 

Moderate 34% 48% 46% 39% 45% 45% 37% 

High 23% 33% 10% 27% 24% 23% 30% 
Jewish Socialization as a 
Youngster 

Very 
High 29% 7% 3% 14% 9% 8% 17% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
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 To construct NJPS control groups tailored to each of the five groups, we weighted 

the NJPS data such that the distribution on the index of Jewish socialization would match 

that for the respective Israel program. Thus, to construct the NJPS control group for 

Livnot, we more than doubled the weight of those with low levels of Jewish socialization 

(so that they went from 17% to 42% of the respondents), and considerably down-

weighted those with very high socialization (so they went from 17% in the original NJPS 

distribution to as little as 3% in the weighted distribution, matching the 3% in the Livnot 

group). We followed this procedure for all five program alumni. 

 The results in the key comparisons that follow contrast current levels of Jewish 

engagement for the program alumni with the respective levels of Jewish engagement for 

the NJPS sub-sample, re-weighted so as to resemble the alumni in terms of Jewish 

experiences in childhood and early teen years. In a sense, for each of the five sets of 

comparisons, we are looking at two groups with equal Jewish starting points in 

childhood, and contrasting their eventual Jewish destinations in adulthood. 
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Comparison of Jewish Identity Measures for  
Program Participants and NJPS “Control” Group 

 

 NESIYA AMHSI LIVNOT PARDES WUJS
      

Married to a Jew 100 87 87 98 97 
    NJPS 84 78 76 80 79 
      

Most friends are Jewish 47 57 47 86 75 
    NJPS 52 42 39 45 43 
      

Fasts on Yom Kippur 91 83 86 95 87 
    NJPS 81 78 73 78 77 
      

Synagogue member 80 65 50 75 63 
    NJPS 64 56 51 58 56 
      

Attends High Holiday 
services 

96 92 92 99 93 

    NJPS 82 78 72 79 77 
          

Attends synagogue more 
than monthly 

45 21 28 72 36 

    NJPS 33 23 16 25 22 
      
      

Volunteered for a Jewish 
org. 

57 54 52 72 59 

    NJPS 42 37 31 38 36 
      

Contributed to UJA or 
Federation 

66 57 49 58 57 

    NJPS 31 32 28 31 31 
      

Has visited Israel 2+ times 64 65 60 97 93 
    NJPS 41 35 27 36 33 
      

Very attached to Israel 63 68 67 87 87 
    NJPS 56 50 45 51 49 
      

Being Jewish is very 
important 

84 84 86 97 92 

    NJPS 69 62 57 64 61 

 

The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 25           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 26           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



 

 

 

The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 27           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



 

The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 28           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



 

The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 29           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 30           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



 

Surpassing the NJPS Sub-samples on Jewish engagement: For the alumni and 

NJPS respondents we examine ten key indicators of current Jewish engagement: in-

marriage, Jewish friendship, Yom Kippur fasting, synagogue membership, High Holiday 

service attendance, monthly synagogue attendance, volunteering for a Jewish 

organization, contributing to the local UJA/Federation campaign, feeling very attached to 

Israel, and feeling that being Jewish is very important. For all five sets of comparisons, in 

almost all instances, the program alumni report Jewish engagement scores exceeding 

those found in their respective NJPS control groups. (The two exceptions occur in the 

case of Jewish friendship networks for the Nesiya comparison, and attending synagogue 

more than monthly for the AMHSI comparison.) 

 In other words, in almost all instances, the levels of current Jewish engagement of 

program alumni exceed those we find among comparable American Jews. These are 

American Jews who had also been to Israel in their young adult years and who had 

experienced roughly similar levels of Jewish socialization in terms of their home, 

educational experiences, and friendship patterns. 

 Although the gaps in Jewish engagement scores are nearly uniform in direction 

(with the program alumni exceeding the NJPS sub-samples), the groups do vary in the 

relevant patterns. Some groups are associated with far larger gaps in general, and far 

larger gaps on some indicators rather than others. The indicators where the gaps between 

alumni and NJPS control groups are especially pronounced are listed below: 
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Program Indicators with especially large gaps vs. NJPS control groups 

(unusually large gaps are marked with an asterisk *) 

Nesiya Contributed to UJA/Federation 

AMHSI Contributed to UJA/Federation* 

Very attached to Israel 

Being Jewish is very important 

Livnot High Holiday services 

Monthly synagogue attendance 

Volunteered for a Jewish organization 

Visited Israel 2+ times 

Contributed to UJA/Federation 

Very attached to Israel 

Being Jewish is very important* 

Pardes In-married 

Most friends are Jewish* 

High Holiday services 

Monthly synagogue attendance** 

Volunteered for a Jewish organization* 

Contributed to UJA/Federation* 

Very attached to Israel** 

Being Jewish is very important* 

WUJS In-married 

Most friends are Jewish* 

Monthly synagogue attendance** 

Volunteered for a Jewish organization 

Contributed to UJA/Federation 

Very attached to Israel** 

Being Jewish is very important 
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 The gaps between the Jewish identity indicators of the alumni and their 

appropriate comparison group from the NJPS are, in some instances, rather substantial 

and especially noteworthy. For example, as many as 86% of Livnot alumni say that being 

Jewish is very important to them, as contrasted with just 57% for their respective NJPS 

control group. A similar comparison for the AMHSI on the matter of contributing to the 

UJA/Federation finds a contrast of 57% among AMHSI graduates versus only 32% for 

the NJPS sub-sample. For Pardes, several large gaps emerge with its NJPS control group, 

as follows: most friends Jewish (86% for Pardes versus 45% in the NJPS); monthly 

synagogue attendance (72% vs. 25%); volunteering (72% vs. 38%); feeling very attached 

to Israel (87% vs. 51%); and stating that being Jewish is very important (97% vs. 64%). 

The WUJS Institute displays exceptional gaps in several areas as well. Among these are 

Jewish friendship (75% vs. 43%), and, as we would both hope and expect for a program 

specializing in socializing young adults into Israeli society: feeling very attached to Israel 

(87% vs. 49%). 

 The import of these findings needs to be appreciated. The former participants 

from the five Israel programs are being compared with a sample of adult American Jews 

who also went to Israel in their young adult years. Moreover, the control groups have 

been adjusted so as to approximate the Jewish socialization experiences of each group of 

Israel program participants.  

 The comparisons reveal nearly consistent, and sometimes quite dramatic, 

differences between the program participants’ Jewish engagement today and that of their 

statistically constructed counterparts. These differences suggest the operation of three 

processes: 

1) At some point prior to their entry into the Israel program, these 

participants may well have already embarked on personal Jewish journeys 

that would take them to higher levels of engagement than their peers, even 

their Jewishly well-educated peers. 

2) The program in which they enrolled provoked growth and intensification 

of their Jewish identity. 
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3) Subsequent to their participation in their program, they continued to grow 

as Jewishly committed individuals. 

 

Strictly speaking, the current data do not allow us to tease out the extent to which 

each process – self-selection, impact, and post-program growth – are operating. Thus, 

with the evidence at hand, we cannot say that the gaps we have observed are due solely to 

program impact. We can say that the Israel programs, in different ways, for different 

constituencies are ASSOCIATED with Jewish identity growth. At bare minimum, they 

facilitate a Jewish growth process that in many cases was underway before participation 

in these programs, advanced further during (and due to) participation in these programs, 

and, in all likelihood, continued upon the conclusion of the program.  

 

Low intermarriage, but higher inter-dating: As reported above, of those 

alumni who have married, relatively few have married non-Jews. Just 8% of all such 

respondents have done so, with Pardes and WUJS reporting infinitesimal intermarriage 

rates (2% and 3% respectively). Even the programs with the highest rates of 

intermarriage (Livnot and AMHSI) report rates that are remarkably low (13%) in the 

current American environment.  

 

Intermarriage and Inter-dating: Attitudes and Experiences 

Program 

Currently 
In-married 

(of those 
married) 

Greatly 
committed to 

finding a Jewish 
spouse 

 
Dated only 

Jews in 
college 

Dating Jews 
only now 

Very 
important  

child's  
spouse Jew 

Agree that Jews 
should marry 

Jews 

Nesiya -- 73 24 100 62 62 

AMHSI 87 63 27 34 62 66 

Livnot 87 65 11 27 62 69 

Pardes 98 92 35 62 87 84 

WUJS 97 79 20 44 76 78 

Total 92 70 22 38 69 72 

 

The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 34           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



Those who are now unmarried report varying commitments to in-marriage, albeit 

at levels that seem to dramatically exceed those in the Jewish population more generally 

(we have no solid data on such matters in the larger American Jewish population). Over 

two thirds (70%) of the unmarried alumni say they are greatly committed to finding a 

Jewish spouse, ranging from relative lows among AMHSI (63%) and Livnot (65%) 

alumni up to 92% for Pardes graduates. We find similar frequencies and patterns with 

respect to views on the importance of their children marrying Jews (69%) and concerning 

the simple normative statement that Jews should marry Jews (72%).  

In contrast with the high rates of in-marriage and of endorsement of its 

importance, significant numbers of alumni are dating non-Jews. Just 38% say they are 

dating only Jews. In this respect, the programs vary dramatically, ranging from just 27% 

for Livnot to 62% for Pardes. Current dating patterns reveal sharp increases in in-group 

dating from the college years, both overall and for each program. At the same time, they 

certainly point to the lack of widespread commitment to endogamy that all the program 

sponsors regard as critical to contemporary Jewish identity. 

 

High levels of Israel attachment, especially among Pardes graduates:  

Previous research has documented the importance of travel to Israel as both an expression 

of and a contributor to a deep and abiding attachment to Israel. These programs, known 

for their educational intensity, apparently are associated with former participants who 

display extraordinarily high levels of Israel attachment. 

In addition to the survey question on emotional attachment to Israel reported in 

the comparisons with the NJPS findings, the survey examined several other such 

measures. All the findings suggest relatively high levels of attachment to Israel. As many 

as 61% plan to visit Israel within the next three years, 78% have encouraged a friend to 

visit, and 79% talk about Israel with their friends. On these and other measures, the 

Pardes alumni significantly out-pace the graduates of the other programs (for the 

measures reported immediately above: 80%, 82%, and 93% respectively). 
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 Israel Involvement 
Program most recently attended  

 Nesiya AMHSI Livnot Pardes WUJS Total 

Planning to visit Israel in next 3 years 57 50 61 80 70 61 

Encouraged friend to visit Israel 75 71 79 82 85 78 

Talk about Israel with Jewish friends 84 70 76 93 88 79 

Very emotionally attached to Israel 63 68 67 87 87 74 

 

 

 

 

 

Subjective Assessments of the Programs 

 The evidence reviewed above speaks, in various ways, to the question of how the 

programs may have contributed to Jewish identity growth on the part of the participants. 

In a manner of speaking, these maybe regarded as “objective” measures insofar as we are 

assessing levels of Jewish engagement as reported by the respondents. In addition, the 

survey asked the respondents for “subjective” measures of program impact. That is, we 

asked them to assess the extent to which their programs (the one they most recently 

attended) influenced them in one way or another, as the table below reports. 
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Self-report impact of the program (“to a great extent”) 
Program most recently attended 

 
Nesiya AMHSI Livnot Pardes WUJS Total 

improved knowledge of Judaism 42 72 62 76 47 63 

new skills to study Jewish 
text                                       16 11 18 82 21 27 

        

better understanding of Israel 70 92 77 37 77 75 

enhanced attachment to Israel 75 79 72 44 71 70 

enhanced appreciation for being part of the J 
people 53 74 72 46 55 64 

feel more connected with something larger 71 67 66 46 47 59 

enhanced Jewish commitment 49 54 57 50 47 52 

enhanced appreciation of Shabbat 51 15 70 47 28 41 

new Jewish friends 43 33 35 40 53 39 

enhanced appreciation for observance 30 12 48 45 15 29 

new skills to practice Judaism 34 12 36 53 19 28 

enriched appreciation of prayer 27 9 28 42 12 21 

        

increased interest in working in Jewish 
community 16 21 25 24 21 23 

made you feel more spiritual 43 20 34 17 11 23 

improved Hebrew 4 7 3 18 64 19 

more uncomfortable with intermarriage 3 11 29 19 13 18 

deepened your faith in God 16 11 22 19 9 15 

made you feel more 
religious                                                  8 6 19 26 4 13 

 

 Among the areas of impact eliciting the most widespread concurrence among the 

respondents were those related to understanding of Israel and attachment to Israel. Other 

high-scoring items referred to improved knowledge of Judaism, appreciation for being 

part of the Jewish people, feeling more connected with something larger than oneself, and 

enhanced Jewish commitment.  

 The low-scoring items are of interest as well. Of the seven items evoking the 

lowest levels of endorsement, four touched upon religiosity: made you feel more 

religious, deepened your faith in God, enriched appreciation for prayer, and made you 

feel more spiritual. The three others related to very specific issues: greater discomfort 

The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 37           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



with intermarriage, improved Hebrew, and increased interest in working with the Jewish 

community. 

 The summary table below lists those items where alumni from particular 

programs provided results that distinguished their program from the others: 

 

The programs’ distinctive contributions to Jewish identity growth, 

as assessed by the participants 

(percent responding “to a great extent” for items where programs’ alumni scored 

appreciably higher than other programs) 

Program Area of self-assessed impact 

Nesiya Feel more connected with something larger (71%) 

Made you feel more spiritual (43%) 

AMHSI Better understanding of Israel (92%) 

Enhanced attachment to Israel (79%) 

Livnot Enhanced appreciation of Shabbat (70%) 

Enhanced appreciation for observance (48%) 

Made you feel more spiritual (34%) 

More uncomfortable with intermarriage (29%) 

Pardes New skills to study Jewish text (82%) 

New skills to practice Judaism (53%) 

Enhanced appreciation for observance (45%) 

Enriched appreciation of prayer (42%) 

WUJS Improved Hebrew (64%) 

New Jewish friends (53%) 
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 Note that the items selected were not always endorsed by the largest number of 

participants. Rather, they represent those items where the frequencies associated with 

particular program participants distinguished themselves from reports by other groups.  

 To those familiar with these programs, these results should come as no surprise.  

Nesiya emphasizes spiritual journey and exploration, as these findings clearly suggest. 

AMHSI focuses upon the study of Israel as its primary educational mission. Livnot places 

heavy emphasis on encountering Shabbat and learning to appreciate a life of ritual 

observance. Its stated educational philosophy is to encourage participants “to find their 

own path in Judaism and place in the Jewish community.” Pardes is, if nothing else, a 

place to learn Jewish texts with the purpose of enabling one to practice and better 

appreciate Judaism and its practices. WUJS, in paving the way to become Israeli for 

many, teaches Hebrew and provides the friends that will help many become successfully 

absorbed in Israeli society. 

Taken together, these items begin to give some flavor to the ways in which each 

program bears distinguishing features, at least in terms of the ways in which their own 

participants perceive them. As we shall see, the programs are distinguished in other ways 

as well. 
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How they educate: the staff, touring, “just being in Israel,” and more 

 We asked the participants to assess the contribution of different elements of their 

programs. Among the items that received the most widespread endorsement were (in 

descending rank order): “just being in Israel,” trips and touring, the staff, classes, and the 

other participants. Among the less widely cited elements were the administrators, 

spiritual experiences and religious experiences. 

Elements of the program that contributed to the experience “a great extent” 
Program most recently attended  

Who/what contributed? Nesiya AMHSI Livnot Pardes WUJS Total

Just being in Israel  88 95 92 90 94 93 

Staff  72 89 90 80 60 81 

Classes  46 86 69 87 68 76 

Text study contributed 25 38 36 86 19 41 

        

Trips and touring 80 99 92 48 87 86 

Other participants  84 68 68 64 73 69 

Personal conversations with teachers & counselors 65 71 70 56 42 62 

Shabbat experiences  66 29 83 47 34 51 

Religious experiences  54 31 70 45 24 44 

Administrators  29 24 53 40 32 37 

        

Israelis you met  81 44 66 20 54 50 

Spiritual experiences  66 42 66 32 20 44 

 

 While these represent general patterns characterizing the sample as a whole, 

participants in specific programs cited certain elements substantially more often than did 

alumni from other programs. The following chart summarizes those distinctive features. 
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The programs’ distinctive educational elements,  

as assessed by the participants 

(percent responding “to a great extent” for elements where programs’ alumni scored 

appreciably higher than other programs) 

Program Elements of the program that contributed to the experience 

Nesiya Other participants (84%) 

Israelis you met (81%) 

Spiritual experiences (66%) 

AMHSI Trips and touring (99%) 

Just being in Israel (95%) 

Staff (89%) 

Classes (86%) 

Personal conversations with teachers and counselors (71%) 

Livnot Trips and touring (92%) 

Staff (90%) 

Shabbat experiences (83%) 

Personal conversations with teachers and counselors (70%) 

Religious experiences (70%) 

Spiritual experiences (66%) 

Administrators (53%) 

Pardes Classes (87%) 

Text study (86%) 

WUJS Just being in Israel (94%) 

Other participants (73%) 

 

 

 Clearly, the programs bring together different and distinctive mixes of educational 

instruments. Thus, not only does each address a distinctive constituency, with distinctive 

educational objectives; in addition, each has honed a distinctive educational approach 
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reflecting its philosophy and suited to its circumstances. Nesiya alumni particularly note 

other participants (“other Israelis” may well refer to the Israelis who are also participants 

on the program along with North Americans). AMHSI, with its emphasis on learning 

about Israel, especially resonates with the respondents in terms of trips and touring and 

being in Israel. Livnot’s educational philosophy explicitly emphasizes Shabbat and 

religious experiences, many of which take place in the homes of observant Israelis, and 

the survey results certainly reflect these emphases. Pardes prides itself on its classes that 

teach the study of Jewish texts, consistent with the results reported here. And WUJS, by 

taking Diaspora Jews and providing an entry way into Israeli society, relies on Israel 

itself and the bonds among participants to accomplish its educational mission. 

 

Many strengths, some shortcomings 

 We provided respondents with a list of nearly two dozen modifiers, both positive 

and negative in connotation, with which to describe their programs. In the table below we 

report the extent to which participants held positive views of their programs. For 

modifiers with positive connotations, we report the per cent responding, “to a great 

extent.” For modifiers with negative connotations, we report the per cent responding, “not 

at all.”  

 The former participants held largely very positive views of their program. Taken 

together, the entire sample heavily rejected such critical terms as anti-religious, 

unfriendly, boring, hypocritical, sexist, closed-minded and anxiety-producing. Rather, 

almost as large majorities saw their programs as intellectually engaging, inspiring, safe 

and comfortable, and Zionist. 

 Following the procedures used earlier, we present those modifiers where the 

response patterns pointed to areas where programs were especially distinguished, in the 

eyes of their alumni. 
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  Perceptions of the program (“to a great extent” or “not at all”) 
Program most recently attended  

 Nesiya AMHSI Livnot Pardes WUJS Total 

not at all anti-religious 82 93 99 99 98 96 

not at all unfriendly 86 96 96 91 91 94 

not at all boring 85 97 95 93 85 93 

not at all hypocritical 64 90 91 86 89 88 

not at all sexist 88 95 84 71 87 86 

not at all closed-minded 82 80 79 75 83 80 

intellectually engaging 72 89 74 96 62 79 

Inspiring 80 87 84 70 52 76 

not at all anxiety-producing 48 72 78 69 82 74 

safe & comfortable 70 82 78 63 67 74 

Zionist 39 64 66 68 81 68 

not at all judgmental 60 67 70 59 76 68 

Honest 56 66 75 66 59 67 

accepting 72 64 69 60 62 65 

not at all manipulative 44 60 67 59 75 64 

open 74 52 59 53 56 56 

sensitive 55 36 56 45 29 43 

spiritual 75 33 75 30 15 43 

egalitarian on gender issues 49 46 31 23 40 37 

multi-denominational 65 37 21 30 38 32 

religious 14 9 52 61 9 30 

pluralist 65 21 18 38 39 28 

denominational 2 3 21 19 8 12 
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The programs’ distinctive features,  

as assessed by the participants 

(percent responding “to a great extent” for positive features, where programs’ alumni 

scored appreciably higher than other programs) 

Program Distinguishing features of the program  

Nesiya Spiritual (75%) 

Open (74%) 

Accepting (72%) 

Multi-denominational (65%) 

Pluralist (65%) 

Sensitive (55%) 

AMHSI NOT sexist (95%) 

Inspiring (87%) 

Safe and comfortable (82%) 

Livnot Inspiring (84%) 

Honest (75%) 

Spiritual (75%) 

Sensitive (56%) 

Religious (52%) 

Pardes Intellectually engaging (96%) 

Religious (61%) 

WUJS Zionist (81%) 

NOT judgmental (76%) 

NOT manipulative (75%) 
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 Again, as with the other sets of questions summarized earlier, we see evidence of 

distinctiveness. Nesiya is seen by its alumni as especially open and accepting. AMHSI, 

among other things, is especially inspiring. Livnot also gets high marks for being 

inspiring and honest. Pardes is especially intellectually engaging and religious (as is 

Livnot). WUJS, with its emphasis on helping its participants enter Israeli society, is seen 

as Zionist more often than other programs. 

While the findings point to several very highly appreciated features of these 

programs, some patterns suggest areas that may require the attention of program 

managers. Three patterns are of particular interest in this regard.  

First, compared to the other programs, Livnot alumni were relatively unlikely to 

refer to their program as “pluralist” (18%), or “multi-denominational” (21%), and were 

more likely than those from any other program participants to see their program as 

“denominational” (21%). These findings suggest that at least some significant number of 

alumni see Livnot as promoting a particular denominational approach to Jewish living. 

Second, of all programs, Pardes scores lowest on being seen as egalitarian on 

gender issues, and correlatively, the highest among those who see it as in any way sexist. 

These findings point to the struggles inherent in the Pardes approach, one which appeals 

often to academically qualified Jewish young adults with strong commitment to feminism 

and egalitarianism, while at the same time bringing them into contact with a traditional 

Jewish approach that is far from fully egalitarian. The Pardes community continually 

struggles with these issues in several aspects of prayer, study, and social life. 

Third, Nesiya alumni are more likely than all others to see their program as at 

least somewhat manipulative and at least somewhat hypocritical. Nesiya is known for its 

intensive approach to group-building and provoking personal exploration. Inevitably, 

some participants react somewhat negatively to these educational methods. 

Clearly, all five programs generate both praise and criticism. But, to be sure, the 

praise and appreciation for their strengths far outweigh and outnumber the expressions of 

concern or criticism for their shortcomings. 
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Conclusion: Diversity in Participants, Goals and Methods –  

Alternative Paths to Excellence 

 

 Previous research has documented that Israel educational experience programs 

serve constituencies whose Jewish engagement and Israel attachment exceed norms in the 

larger Jewish population, both before and after participation in such programs. Insofar as 

it is possible to assess impact, the evidence in that earlier research points consistently to 

the general inference that the Israel experience does enhance Jewish identity.  

 In going beyond the prior research, this study demonstrated several important and 

distinguishing features of five very distinctive approaches to Israel education. Nesiya, 

AMHSI, Livnot, Pardes and WUJS each appeals to different constituencies. They differ 

not only in terms of age, but also in terms of Jewish socialization and interests.  

The programs also differ widely in terms of educational objectives. The 

respondents themselves offer very distinctive portraits of the programs in which they 

participated. Thus, if we make appropriate inferences from the responses, we do see 

evident that Nesiya, indeed, emphasizes personal Jewish journeys for adolescents. 

AMHSI teaches high school students about Israel through history and physical contact 

with the land. Livnot emphasizes Shabbat, observance, spirituality, and Jewish 

community and peoplehood, in a program especially designed for those with relatively 

low levels of Jewish socialization. For Pardes, in its programs of intensive study for 

multi-denominational Jews in their young adult years, Jewish text study is at the core of 

its educational approach and of its very understanding of the educated Jew. WUJS sees 

itself as on a Zionist mission to facilitate the aliyah and absorption of young adults 

contemplating living in Israel, be it for a year or a lifetime.  

 These programs undeniably leave their imprint on their participants. In this study, 

the alumni report levels of Jewish engagement that significantly exceed those reported by 

Jews their age, or even older, who also traveled to Israel as young people. The graduates 

of the programs cite the experiences, objectives, and features that do, in fact, distinguish 

the programs from one another. The cardinal educational features of each program – be it 
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spirituality, or Shabbat, or knowing Israel, or observance, or texts, or learning Hebrew – 

come across loud and clear in these reports. 

 All of these findings, then, strongly point to Israel educational programs that 

succeed in attracting distinctive target groups, and that succeed in achieving their very 

particular educational objectives. The evidence is consistent with the two-fold conclusion 

that 

1) these educationally sophisticated programs go beyond the more standard 

touring programs in their overall impact upon Jewish identity; and  

2) that they induce very specific changes in skills, attitudes and behavior that are 

distinctive to each program and consistent with its specific educational mission.  

Jewish educational offerings are undoubtedly enriched by the variety and 

diversity presented in programs such as these and by the many others with distinctive 

philosophies of Jewish and Zionist education. The Jewish community clearly has an 

interest not only in advancing the Israel experience in general, but in assuring that 

educationally sophisticated programs can continue to appeal in diverse ways, to a diverse 

constituency, with distinctive educational objectives. 
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Appendix: The Survey Instrument 
 

International Survey of Israel Program Graduates 
  
FFoorr  yyoouu  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy,,  hhooww  mmuucchh  ddooeess  yyoouurr  sseennssee  ooff  bbeeiinngg  JJeewwiisshh  iinnvvoollvvee  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  
ffoolllloowwiinngg??  WWoouulldd  yyoouu  ssaayy::  nnoott  aatt  aallll,,  aa  lliittttllee,,  ssoommee,,  oorr  aa  lloott??  
  
  NNoott  aatt  AAllll  AA  LLiittttllee  SSoommee  AA  LLoott  

11..  AAtttteennddiinngg  ssyynnaaggoogguuee??  11  22  33  44  

22..  CCaarriinngg  aabboouutt  IIssrraaeell??  11  22  33  44  

33..  MMaakkiinngg  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aa  bbeetttteerr  

ppllaaccee??  

11  22  33  44  

44..  RReemmeemmbbeerriinngg  tthhee  HHoollooccaauusstt??  11  22  33  44  

55..  HHaavviinngg  aa  rriicchh  ssppiirriittuuaall  lliiffee??  11  22  33  44  

66..  BBeelliieevviinngg  iinn  GGoodd??  11  22  33  44  

77..  WWoorrkkiinngg  ffoorr  ssoocciiaall  jjuussttiiccee??  11  22  33  44  

88..  CCoouunntteerriinngg  aannttii--SSeemmiittiissmm??  11  22  33  44  

99..  BBeeiinngg  ppaarrtt  ooff  aa  JJeewwiisshh  

ccoommmmuunniittyy??  

11  22  33  44  

1100..  FFeeeelliinngg  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  

ppeeooppllee??  

11  22  33  44  

1111..  SSttuuddyyiinngg  JJeewwiisshh  tteexxttss??  11  22  33  44  

  
TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  iiss  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  iimmppoorrttaanntt  iinn  yyoouurr  lliiffee??  
  
  NNoott  aatt  aallll  

iimmppoorrttaanntt  
AA  lliittttllee  

iimmppoorrttaanntt  
SSoommeewwhhaatt  
iimmppoorrttaanntt  

VVeerryy  
iimmppoorrttaanntt  

NNoott  
ssuurree  

1122..  SSppiirriittuuaalliittyy  11  22  33  44  99  

1133..  RReelliiggiioonn  11  22  33  44  99  

1144..  BBeeiinngg  JJeewwiisshh  11  22  33  44  99  

  
1155..  AAmmoonngg  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  yyoouu  ccoonnssiiddeerr  yyoouurr  cclloosseesstt  ffrriieennddss,,  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  ssaayy  tthhaatt....  
  11  NNoonnee  aarree  JJeewwiisshh  
  22  SSoommee  aarree  JJeewwiisshh  
  33  AAbboouutt  hhaallff  aarree  JJeewwiisshh  
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  44  MMoosstt  aarree  JJeewwiisshh  
55  AAllll  oorr  aallmmoosstt  aallll  aarree  JJeewwiisshh  

The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 51           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



1166..  RReeffeerrrriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  rreelliiggiioouuss  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnss,,  ddoo  yyoouu  ccoonnssiiddeerr  yyoouurrsseellff  ttoo  
bbee……((sseelleecctt  oonnee  aannsswweerr  oonnllyy))::  
  11  OOrrtthhooddooxx  
  22  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee  
  33  RReeffoorrmm  
  44  RReeccoonnssttrruuccttiioonniisstt  
  55  TTrraannss--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall,,  ppoosstt--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall  
  66  SSoommeetthhiinngg  eellssee  JJeewwiisshh  
  77  NNoott  JJeewwiisshh  
  
1177..  AAbboouutt  hhooww  oofftteenn  ddoo  yyoouu  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  aatttteenndd  ssyynnaaggoogguuee  oorr  tteemmppllee  sseerrvviicceess??  
  11  NNoott  aatt  aallll,,  oorr  oonnllyy  oonn  ssppeecciiaall  ooccccaassiioonnss  ((BBaarr  MMiittzzvvaahh,,  aa  wweeddddiinngg))  
  22  OOnnllyy  oonn  HHiigghh  HHoolliiddaayyss  ((RRoosshh  HHaasshhaannaahh,,  YYoomm  KKiippppuurr))  
  33  AA  ffeeww  ttiimmeess  aa  yyeeaarr  
  44  AAbboouutt  oonnccee  aa  mmoonntthh  
  55  TTwwoo  oorr  tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess  aa  mmoonntthh  
  66  AAbboouutt  oonnccee  aa  wweeeekk  oorr  mmoorree  
  
WWhhiicchh  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aappppllyy  ttoo  yyoouu??  ((YYeess,,  NNoo,,  NNoott  aapppplliiccaabbllee))  
  YYeess  NNoo  NNoott  

AApppplliiccaabbllee  
1188..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  YYoomm  KKiippppuurr,,  ddiidd  yyoouu  ffaasstt  aallll  oorr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ddaayy??  11  22  33  

1199..  AArree  yyoouu  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  aa  ssyynnaaggoogguuee  oorr  tteemmppllee??  11  22  33  

2200..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ppaasstt  yyeeaarr,,  hhaavvee  yyoouu  aatttteennddeedd  aannyy  pprrooggrraamm  oorr  aaccttiivviittyy  
aatt            aa  JJCCCC  ((JJeewwiisshh  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeenntteerr))??  

11  22  33  

2211..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ppaasstt  yyeeaarr,,  ddiidd  yyoouu  ppaayy  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  dduueess  ttoo  aannyy  
JJeewwiisshh  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  ootthheerr  tthhaann  aa  ssyynnaaggoogguuee  oorr  JJCCCC??    

11  22  33  

2222..  IInn  tthhee  ppaasstt  22  yyeeaarrss,,  hhaavvee  yyoouu  sseerrvveedd  aass  aann  ooffffiicceerr  oorr  oonn  tthhee  
bbooaarrdd  oorr  ccoommmmiitttteeee  ooff  aa  JJeewwiisshh  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  oorr  ssyynnaaggoogguuee??  

11  22  33  

2233..  IInn  22000022,,  ddiidd  yyoouu  oorr  aannyyoonnee  iinn  yyoouurr  hhoouusseehhoolldd  mmaakkee  aa  mmoonneettaarryy  
ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoo  aa  UUJJAA--FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ccaammppaaiiggnn??  

11  22  33  

2244..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ppaasstt  yyeeaarr,,  hhaavvee  yyoouu  ddoonnee  aannyy  vvoolluunntteeeerr  wwoorrkk  ffoorr,,  oorr  
ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  aa  ssyynnaaggoogguuee,,  FFeeddeerraattiioonn,,  oorr  ootthheerr  JJeewwiisshh  
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn??  

11  22  33  

2255..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  yyeeaarr,,  hhaavvee  yyoouu  eennggaaggeedd  iinn  rreegguullaarr  ssttuuddyy  ooff  aa  
JJeewwiisshh  ssuubbjjeecctt  mmaatttteerr,,  ssuucchh  aass  iinn  aa  ccllaassss  oorr  iinn  aann  iinnffoorrmmaall  ssttuuddyy  
ggrroouupp??  

11  22  33  
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TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  ddoo  yyoouu  ffeeeell……    
  NNoott  

aatt  AAllll  
  

AA  LLiittttllee  
TToo  SSoommee  

EExxtteenntt  
TToo  aa  GGrreeaatt  

EExxtteenntt  
NNoott  
SSuurree  

2266..  CClloossee  ttoo  ootthheerr  JJeewwss  11  22  33  44  55  

2277..  CClloossee  ttoo  IIssrraaeelliiss  11  22  33  44  55  

2288..  CClloossee  ttoo  nnoonn--JJeewwiisshh  
AAmmeerriiccaannss  ((oorr,,  nnoonn--JJeewwss,,  iinn  
yyoouurr  hhoommee  ccoouunnttrryy))  

11  22  33  44  55  

2299..  CClloossee  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  PPeeooppllee  
wwoorrllddwwiiddee  

11  22  33  44  55  

  
3300..  IIff  yyoouu  hhaadd  aa  cchhiilldd  wwhhoo  wweerree  ttoo  mmaarrrryy,,  hhooww  iimmppoorrttaanntt  wwoouulldd  iitt  bbee  ttoo  yyoouu,,  iiff  aatt  aallll,,  tthhaatt  
yyoouurr  cchhiilldd’’ss  ffuuttuurree  ssppoouussee  bbee  JJeewwiisshh??  WWoouulldd  iitt  bbee……    
  11  NNoott  aatt  aallll  iimmppoorrttaanntt  
  22  NNoott  vveerryy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  
  33  SSoommeewwhhaatt  iimmppoorrttaanntt  
  44  VVeerryy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  
  
3311..  NNooww  wwee’’dd  lliikkee  ttoo  kknnooww  tthhee  eexxtteenntt  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  aaggrreeee  oorr  ddiissaaggrreeee  wwiitthh  aa  

vvaarriieettyy  ooff  ssttaatteemmeennttss::    
  
  SSttrroonnggllyy  

DDiissaaggrreeee  
DDiissaaggrreeee  MMiixxeedd,,  

NNoott  SSuurree  
AAggrreeee  SSttrroonnggllyy  

AAggrreeee  

3322..  JJeewwss  sshhoouulldd  mmaarrrryy  JJeewwss  11  22  33  44  55  

3333..  II  hhaavvee  aa  ssttrroonngg  sseennssee  ooff    
bbeelloonnggiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  
ppeeooppllee  

  
11  

  
22  

  
33  

  
44  

  
55  

3344..  JJeewwss  hhaavvee  hhaadd  aann  
iinnttiimmaattee  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  
LLaanndd  ooff  IIssrraaeell  ffoorr  cceennttuurriieess  

  
  
11  

  
  
22  

  
  
33  

  
  
44  

  
  
55  

3355..  TThhee  HHeebbrreeww  llaanngguuaaggee  
hhoollddss  aa  ssppeecciiaall  ppllaaccee  aass  tthhee  
llaanngguuaaggee  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  
ppeeooppllee  

  
  
11  

  
  
22  

  
  
33  

  
  
44  

  
  
55  

3366..  IIssrraaeell  iiss  ccrriittiiccaall  ttoo  
ssuussttaaiinniinngg  JJeewwiisshh  lliiffee  iinn  
AAmmeerriiccaa  

  
11  

  
22  

  
33  

  
44  

  
55  

3377..  IIssrraaeell  iiss  aa  ddaannggeerroouuss  
ppllaaccee  ttoo  vviissiitt  

  
11  

  
22  

  
33  

  
44  

  
55  
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3388..  HHooww  eemmoottiioonnaallllyy  aattttaacchheedd  aarree  yyoouu  ttoo  IIssrraaeell??  
  11  NNoott  aatt  aallll  aattttaacchheedd  
  22  AA  lliittttllee  aattttaacchheedd  
  33  SSoommeewwhhaatt  aattttaacchheedd  
  44  VVeerryy  AAttttaacchheedd  
  55  NNoott  ssuurree  
  
3399..    WWhheerree  aarree  yyoouu  ccuurrrreennttllyy  lliivviinngg??  

  11  UUSSAA  
  22  CCaannaaddaa  
  33  UUKK  
  44  IIssrraaeell  
  55  OOtthheerr  

  
4400..    IIFF  YYOOUU  LLIIVVEE  IINN  IISSRRAAEELL  PPLLEEAASSEE  SSKKIIPP  TTOO  QQUUEESSTTIIOONN  5588..  
  
    YYeess  NNoo  NNoott  SSuurree  

4411..  DDoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  ffaammiillyy  oorr  cclloossee  ffrriieennddss  lliivviinngg  iinn  IIssrraaeell??  11  22  33  

4422..  DDoo  yyoouu  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  IIssrraaeell  wwiitthh  JJeewwiisshh  ffrriieennddss??  11  22  33  

4433..  DDoo  yyoouu  oofftteenn  rreeaadd  aann  IIssrraaeellii  nneewwssppaappeerr  ((iinn  EEnngglliisshh  oorr  
HHeebbrreeww))  eeiitthheerr  ddiirreeccttllyy  oorr  oonn  tthhee  iinntteerrnneett??  11  22  33  

4444..  AArree  yyoouu  ppllaannnniinngg  ttoo  vviissiitt  IIssrraaeell  iinn  tthhee  nneexxtt  33  yyeeaarrss??  11  22  33  

4455..  HHaavvee  yyoouu  eevveerr  sseerriioouussllyy  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  lliivviinngg  iinn  IIssrraaeell??  11  22  33  

  
4466..    AAllttooggeetthheerr,,  hhooww  mmaannyy  ttiimmeess  hhaavvee  yyoouu  bbeeeenn  ttoo  IIssrraaeell??  
  11    OOnnccee  
  22    TTwwoo  oorr  tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess  
  33    FFoouurr  ttiimmeess  oorr  mmoorree  
  44    II  hhaavvee  lliivveedd  iinn  IIssrraaeell  ffoorr  tthhee  ppaasstt  66  mmoonntthhss  
  55    II  wwaass  bboorrnn  iinn  IIssrraaeell  
  
4477..  TToo  ddaattee,,  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  lloonnggeesstt  ppeerriioodd  ooff  ttiimmee  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ssppeenntt  iinn  IIssrraaeell  oonn  aa  ssiinnggllee  ttrriipp?? 
  11  LLeessss  tthhaann  aa  mmoonntthh  
  22  TTwwoo  mmoonntthhss  
  33  TThhrreeee  mmoonntthhss  
  44  FFoouurr  ttoo  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss  
  55  SSeevveenn  ttoo  eelleevveenn  mmoonntthhss  
  66  aa  yyeeaarr  oorr  mmoorree  
  77  nnooww  lliivviinngg  iinn  IIssrraaeell((SSkkiipp  nneexxtt  qquueessttiioonn))  
  
4488..  WWhheenn  wwaass  yyoouurr  llaasstt  ttrriipp  ttoo  IIssrraaeell??  EEnntteerr  yyeeaarr  ______________________  
  
4499..  IIff  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  ttrriipp……  
  WWhheenn  wwaass  yyoouurr  ffiirrsstt  ttrriipp  ttoo  IIssrraaeell  aafftteerr  tthhee  aaggee  ooff  1133??  EEnntteerr  yyeeaarr  ______________________  
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5500..  IIff  mmoorree  tthhaann  ttwwoo  ttrriippss……  
  IInn  wwhhaatt  ootthheerr  yyeeaarrss  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  ttoo  IIssrraaeell??  ________________    __________________    __________________  
  ________________    __________________    __________________________  
      
  
PPlleeaassee  rraattee  yyoouurr  HHeebbrreeww  pprrooffiicciieennccyy::  
  NNoott  aatt  aallll  

pprrooffiicciieenntt  
AA  lliittttllee  

pprrooffiicciieenntt  
SSoommeewwhhaatt  
pprrooffiicciieenntt  

  
PPrrooffiicciieenn

tt  

VVeerryy  
pprrooffiicciieenntt  

5511..  SSppookkeenn  HHeebbrreeww  11  22  33  44  55  

5522..  RReeaaddiinngg  HHeebbrreeww  11  22  33  44  55  

  
DDuurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  1122  mmoonntthhss,,  hhaavvee  yyoouu……  
  YYeess  NNoo  

5533..  AAtttteennddeedd  aa  rraallllyy  oorr  mmeeeettiinngg  iinn  ssoolliiddaarriittyy  wwiitthh  IIssrraaeell??  11  22  

5544..  MMaaddee  aa  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoo  aann  IIssrraaeell--rreellaatteedd  cchhaarriittyy??  11  22  

5555..  TTrriieedd  ttoo  ddiissccoouurraaggee  ssoommeeoonnee  ffrroomm  vviissiittiinngg  IIssrraaeell??  11  22  

5566..  EEnnccoouurraaggeedd  ssoommeeoonnee  ttoo  vviissiitt  IIssrraaeell??  11  22  

  
57.  QUESTIONS FOR EVERYONE: 
  
    BBoorrnn  JJeewwiisshh  CCoonnvveerrtteedd  

ttoo  JJuuddaaiissmm  
NNoott  JJeewwiisshh  

5588..  AArree  yyoouu  11  22  33  
5599..  IIff  yyoouu  aarree  mmaarrrriieedd,,  iiss  yyoouurr  ssppoouussee  11  22  33  
  
6600..    IIFF  YYOOUU  WWEERREE  NNOOTT  BBOORRNN  JJEEWWIISSHH  PPLLEEAASSEE  SSKKIIPP  TTOO  QQUUEESSTTIIOONN  7711..  
  
6611..  IInn  wwhhiicchh  JJeewwiisshh  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonn  wweerree  yyoouu  rraaiisseedd??  
  11  OOrrtthhooddooxx  

22  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee  
  33  RReeffoorrmm  
  44  RReeccoonnssttrruuccttiioonniisstt  
  55  TTrraannss--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall,,  ppoosstt--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall  
  66  SSoommeetthhiinngg  eellssee  JJeewwiisshh  
  77  NNoott  JJeewwiisshh  
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6622..  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ttyyppee  ooff  JJeewwiisshh  sscchhoooolliinngg  yyoouu  rreecceeiivveedd  aass  aa  cchhiilldd  ((ggrraaddeess  11--77))??  
SSeelleecctt  oonnee  aannsswweerr  oonnllyy..  
  11  NNoonnee  
  22  SSuunnddaayy  SScchhooooll  
  33  HHeebbrreeww  SScchhooooll  oorr  ootthheerr  ppaarrtt--ttiimmee  JJeewwiisshh  sscchhooooll  
  44  YYeesshhiivvaa  oorr  DDaayy  SScchhooooll  
  
6633..  FFoorr  hhooww  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss  ddiidd  yyoouu  rreecceeiivvee  tthhiiss  ssoorrtt  ooff  JJeewwiisshh  eedduuccaattiioonn??  ((uussee  wwhhoollee  
nnuummbbeerrss))        ______________________  
  
6644..  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ttyyppee  ooff  JJeewwiisshh  sscchhoooolliinngg  yyoouu  rreecceeiivveedd  aass  aa  tteeeenn--aaggeerr  ((ggrraaddeess  88--1122))??  
SSeelleecctt  oonnee  aannsswweerr  oonnllyy..  
  11  NNoonnee  
  22  SSuunnddaayy  SScchhooooll  
  33  HHeebbrreeww  SScchhooooll  oorr  ootthheerr  ppaarrtt--ttiimmee  JJeewwiisshh  sscchhooooll  
  44  YYeesshhiivvaa  oorr  DDaayy  SScchhooooll  
  
6655..  FFoorr  hhooww  mmaannyy  yyeeaarrss  ddiidd  yyoouu  rreecceeiivvee  tthhiiss  ssoorrtt  ooff  JJeewwiisshh  eedduuccaattiioonn??  ______________________  
  
6666..  WWhheenn  yyoouu  wweerree  aabboouutt  1100  oorr  1111  yyeeaarrss  oolldd,,  hhooww  oofftteenn,,  iiff  aatt  aallll,,  ddiidd  aannyyoonnee  iinn  yyoouurr  
hhoouusseehhoolldd  lliigghhtt  SSaabbbbaatthh  ccaannddlleess  oonn  FFrriiddaayy  nniigghhtt??    
  11  NNeevveerr  
  22  SSoommeettiimmeess  
  33  UUssuuaallllyy  
  44  AAllwwaayyss  ((eevveerryy  wweeeekk))    
  55  DDoonn’’tt  kknnooww,,  nnoott  ssuurree  
  
6677..  WWhheenn  yyoouu  wweerree  aabboouutt  1100  oorr  1111  yyeeaarrss  oolldd,,  aabboouutt  hhooww  oofftteenn,,  iiff  aatt  aallll,,  ddiidd  yyoouu  
ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  aatttteenndd  ssyynnaaggoogguuee  oorr  tteemmppllee  sseerrvviicceess??  
  11  NNoott  aatt  aallll  
  22  OOnnllyy  oonn  tthhee  hhiigghh  hhoolliiddaayyss  ((RRoosshh  HHaasshhaannaahh  aanndd  YYoomm  KKiippppuurr))  
  33  AA  ffeeww  ttiimmeess  aa  yyeeaarr  
  44  AAbboouutt  oonnccee  aa  mmoonntthh  
  55  TTwwoo  oorr  tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess  aa  mmoonntthh  
  66  AAbboouutt  oonnccee  aa  wweeeekk  oorr  mmoorree  
  
  
6688..  DDiidd  yyoouu  eevveerr  aatttteenndd  aa  sslleeeepp  aawwaayy  ccaammpp  tthhaatt  hhaadd  JJeewwiisshh  rreelliiggiioouuss  sseerrvviicceess  oorr  ootthheerr  
JJeewwiisshh  ccoonntteenntt??  
  11  NNoo  
  22  YYeess  
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6699..  [[IIff  yyeess]]  WWhhiicchh  JJeewwiisshh  ccaammpp((ss))  ddiidd  yyoouu  aatttteenndd??  ((CChheecckk  aallll  tthhaatt  aappppllyy..))  
  11  YYoouunngg  JJuuddaaeeaa  

22  aannootthheerr  ZZiioonniisstt  mmoovveemmeenntt  ccaammpp  
  33  AAnn  OOrrtthhooddooxx--ssppoonnssoorreedd  ccaammpp  
  44  RRaammaahh  
  55  UUAAHHCC  CCaammpp  
  66  JJCCCC  CCaammpp  
  77  OOtthheerr  JJeewwiisshh  ccaammpp  
  
7700..    WWHHEETTHHEERR  YYOOUU  WWEERREE  BBOORRNN  JJEEWWIISSHH  OORR  NNOOTT,,  PPLLEEAASSEE  CCOONNTTIINNUUEE  
WWIITTHH  TTHHEE  RREEMMAAIINNIINNGG  QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS::  
  
7711..  DDuurriinngg  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll,,  hhooww  mmaannyy  ooff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  yyoouu  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ttoo  bbee  yyoouurr  cclloosseesstt  ffrriieennddss  
wweerree  JJeewwiisshh??  
  11  NNoonnee  
  22  SSoommee  
  33  AAbboouutt  hhaallff  
  44  MMoosstt  
  55  AAllll  wweerree  JJeewwiisshh  
  
7722..  DDuurriinngg  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll,,  ddiidd  yyoouu  ddaattee……    
  11  oonnllyy  nnoonn--JJeewwss  
  22  MMoossttllyy  nnoonn--JJeewwss  
  33  BBootthh  JJeewwss  aanndd  nnoonn--JJeewwss    
  44  OOnnllyy  JJeewwss  
  55  DDiidd  nnoott  ddaattee  aatt  aallll  
  
7733..  DDiidd  yyoouu  rreegguullaarrllyy  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  aann  oorrggaanniizzeedd  JJeewwiisshh  yyoouutthh  ggrroouupp  dduurriinngg  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll??    
  11  YYeess  
  22  NNoo  
  
  7744..  [[IIff  yyeess]]  IInn  wwhhiicchh  JJeewwiisshh  yyoouutthh  ggrroouupp((ss))  ddiidd  yyoouu  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  aass  aa  tteeeennaaggeerr  ((ttiicckk  aallll  tthhaatt  
aappppllyy))??  
  11  NNaattiioonnaall  CCoouunncciill  ooff  SSyynnaaggoogguuee  YYoouutthh  ((NNCCSSYY))  oorr  aann  OOrrtthhooddooxx  yyoouutthh  ggrroouupp  

22  UUnniitteedd  SSyynnaaggoogguuee  YYoouutthh  ((UUSSYY))  oorr  aa  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee//MMaassoorrttii  yyoouutthh  ggrroouupp  
NNaattiioonnaall  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ooff  TTeemmppllee  YYoouutthh  ((NNFFTTYY))  oorr  aa  RReeffoorrmm//LLiibbeerraall//PPrrooggrreessssiivvee  
yyoouutthh  ggrroouupp  

  33  AA  JJCCCC  yyoouutthh  ggrroouupp  
  44  BB’’nnaaii  BBrriitthh  YYoouutthh  OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn  ((BBBBYYOO))  
  55  YYoouunngg  JJuuddaaeeaa  
  66  AAnnootthheerr  ZZiioonniisstt  yyoouutthh  ggrroouupp  
  77  AAnnootthheerr  JJeewwiisshh  yyoouutthh  ggrroouupp  

The Alumni of Five Israel Experience Programs and  Page 57           October 15, 2004 
Their Distinctive Jewish Identity Profiles  
 



7755..    IIFF  YYOOUU  HHAAVVEE  NNEEVVEERR  //  NNOOTT  YYEETT  AATTTTEENNDDEEDD  CCOOLLLLEEGGEE,,  PPLLEEAASSEE  SSKKIIPP  
TTOO  QQUUEESSTTIIOONN  8811  ((OONN  WWHHEETTHHEERR  YYOOUU  AARREE  MMAALLEE  //  FFEEMMAALLEE))  
  
7766..  WWhheenn  yyoouu  wweerree  iinn  ccoolllleeggee,,  ddiidd  yyoouu  ttaakkee  aannyy  ccoouurrsseess  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  ffooccuussiinngg  oonn  JJeewwiisshh  
ssuubbjjeeccttss,,  ssuucchh  aass  JJeewwiisshh  hhiissttoorryy,,  HHeebbrreeww  oorr  tthhee  HHoollooccaauusstt??  
  11  NNoo  
  22  YYeess,,  oonnee  ccoouurrssee  
  33  YYeess,,  ttwwoo  oorr  mmoorree  ccoouurrsseess  
  
7777..  WWhhiillee  iinn  ccoolllleeggee,,  ddoo//ddiidd  yyoouu  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  HHiilllleell  ((oorr  ssiimmiillaarr  ggrroouupp))??    

11  YYeess      
22  NNoo      

  
7788..  WWhhiillee  iinn  ccoolllleeggee,,  hhooww  mmaannyy  ooff  yyoouurr  cclloosseesstt  ffrriieennddss  aarree//wweerree  JJeewwiisshh??  

11  NNoonnee  
22  SSoommee  
33  AAbboouutt  hhaallff  
44  MMoosstt  
55  AAllll  oorr  aallmmoosstt  aallll  wweerree  JJeewwiisshh  
  

7799..  DDuurriinngg  ccoolllleeggee,,  ddoo//ddiidd  yyoouu  ddaattee……    
11  oonnllyy  nnoonn--JJeewwss  
22  MMoossttllyy  nnoonn--JJeewwss  
33  BBootthh  JJeewwss  aanndd  nnoonn--JJeewwss  
44  MMoosstt  JJeewwss  
55  DDiidd  nnoott  ddaattee  aatt  aallll  
  

  
8800..    QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS  FFOORR  EEVVEERRYYOONNEE..    YYOOUURR  BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD::  

  
8811..  PPlleeaassee  iinnddiiccaattee  yyoouurr  sseexx::    11  MMaallee  22  FFeemmaallee  
  
8822..  PPlleeaassee  eenntteerr  tthhee  yyeeaarr  yyoouu  wweerree  bboorrnn,,  uussiinngg  44  ddiiggiittss..  ________________  
  
8833..  IIff  aapppplliiccaabbllee,,  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  UUSS  zziipp  ccooddee  oorr  CCaannaaddiiaann  PPoossttaall  CCooddee  wwhheerree  yyoouu  ccuurrrreennttllyy  
lliivvee??  ________________  
  
8844..  AArree  yyoouu……  
11  NNeevveerr  mmaarrrriieedd          22  MMaarrrriieedd//PPaarrttnneerreedd            33  DDiivvoorrcceedd  oorr  sseeppaarraatteedd  44  WWiiddoowweedd  
  
8855..  PPlleeaassee  eenntteerr  tthhee  ttoottaall  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  yyoouu  hhaavvee  hhaadd,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  aannyy  tthhaatt  aarree  aaddoopptteedd  
aanndd  aannyy  tthhaatt  mmaayy  bbee  ddeecceeaasseedd::  __________________  
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8866..  PPlleeaassee  eenntteerr  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ffoorrmm  ooff  JJeewwiisshh  eedduuccaattiioonn  yyoouu  ppllaann  ttoo  pprroovviiddee,,  oorr  wwaass  
eexxppeerriieenncceedd  bbyy,,  yyoouurr  ffiirrsstt//oollddeesstt  cchhiilldd??    ((iiff  yyoouu  aarree  ggeennuuiinneellyy  nnoott  ssuurree,,  pprroovviiddee  yyoouurr  bbeesstt  
gguueessss  oorr,,  iiff  nneecceessssaarryy,,  sskkiipp  ttoo  qquueessttiioonn  8877,,  aanndd  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  sstteepp--cchhiillddrreenn,,  ffeeeell  ffrreeee  ttoo  
ddeecciiddee  wwhheetthheerr  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  tthheemm  wwhheenn  aannsswweerriinngg  tthhiiss  qquueessttiioonn))..    

11  NNoonnee  
22  SSuunnddaayy  SScchhooooll  
33  HHeebbrreeww  sscchhooooll  oorr  ssoommee  ootthheerr  ppaarrtt--ttiimmee  JJeewwiisshh  sscchhooooll  
44  YYeesshhiivvaa  oorr  ddaayy  sscchhooooll  
55  WWiillll  nnoott  hhaavvee  cchhiillddrreenn  
  

8877..  IInn  tthhiinnkkiinngg  aabboouutt  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  yyoouu  ccuurrrreennttllyy  ddaattee,,  oorr  hhaavvee  rreecceennttllyy  ddaatteedd,,  oorr  ddaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  
33--55  yyeeaarrss  bbeeffoorree  mmaarrrryyiinngg,,  ddoo//ddiidd  yyoouu  ggoo  oouutt  wwiitthh……  

11  OOnnllyy  nnoonn--JJeewwss  
22  MMoossttllyy  nnoonn--JJeewwss  
33  BBootthh  JJeewwss  aanndd  nnoonn--JJeewwss  
44  MMoossttllyy  JJeewwss  
55  OOnnllyy  JJeewwss  

  
  
8888..  [[IIff  nnoott  nnooww  mmaarrrriieedd]]  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  aarree  yyoouu  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  ffiinnddiinngg  aa  JJeewwiisshh  ssppoouussee??  

11  TToo  aa  ggrreeaatt  eexxtteenntt  
22  TToo  ssoommee  eexxtteenntt  
33  AA  lliittttllee  oorr  nnoott  aatt  aallll  
44  NNoott  AApppplliiccaabbllee  ––  II’’mm  mmaarrrriieedd,,  oorr  II''mm  nnoott  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  ffiinnddiinngg  aa  

ssppoouussee      
  
8899..  WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  aaccaaddeemmiicc  ddeeggrreeee  yyoouu  hhaavvee  eeaarrnneedd??  

11  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  ddiipplloommaa  
22  BBAA//BBSS  eeqquuiivvaalleenntt  
33  MMaasstteerrss  DDeeggrreeee  
44  LLaaww  DDeeggrreeee  
55  MMDD  
66  OOtthheerr  ddooccttoorraattee  
77  OOtthheerr  ggrraadduuaattee  oorr  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  ddeeggrreeee  
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9900..  PPlleeaassee  iinnddiiccaattee  tthhee  jjoobb  ccaatteeggoorryy  tthhaatt  mmoosstt  cclloosseellyy  rreesseemmbblleess  yyoouurr  ccuurrrreenntt  ooccccuuppaattiioonn..  
11  SSttuuddeenntt  
22  PPhhyyssiicciiaann,,  ddeennttiisstt  
33  OOtthheerr  hheeaalltthh  ccaarree  pprroovviiddeerr  
44  LLaawwyyeerr  
55  FFiinnaannccee//AAccccoouunnttiinngg  
66  RReeaall  EEssttaattee  
77  TTeeaacchheerr,,  ootthheerr  eedduuccaattiioonn  
88  PPrrooffeessssoorr,,  hhiigghheerr  eedduuccaattiioonn  
99    MMaannaaggeerr  
1100  BBuussiinneessss  OOwwnneerr  
1111  SSoocciiaall  wwoorrkkeerr  
1122  RRaabbbbii,,  JJeewwiisshh  eedduuccaattoorr  
1133  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmuunnaall  sseerrvviiccee  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  
1144  OOtthheerr  

  
9911..  WWiitthh  rreessppeecctt  ttoo  yyoouurr  ppoolliittiiccaall  vviieewwss  oonn  mmoosstt  iissssuueess,,  ddoo  yyoouu  rreeggaarrdd  yyoouurrsseellff  aass……  

11  VVeerryy  lliibbeerraall  
22  LLiibbeerraall  
33  SSlliigghhttllyy  lliibbeerraall  
44  MMooddeerraattee  
55  SSlliigghhttllyy  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee  
66  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee  
77  VVeerryy  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee  

  
9922..  [[IIff  yyoouu  aarree  ccuurrrreennttllyy  wwoorrkkiinngg  2200  hhoouurrss  oorr  mmoorree  ppeerr  wweeeekk]]  WWhhiicchh  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  bbeesstt  
ddeessccrriibbeess  yyoouurr  ttoottaall  ppeerrssoonnaall  iinnccoommee??  
11  UUnnddeerr  $$2255,,000000  22  $$2255,,000000--4499,,999999  33  $$5500,,000000--7744,,999999  

55  $$7755,,000000--110000,,000000  66  $$110000,,000000--114499,,000000  77  $$115500,,000000++
    

99  II''mm  nnoott  wwoorrkkiinngg  2200  hhoouurrss  ppeerr  wweeeekk  

  
9933..  TThhee  nneexxtt  ttwwoo  qquueessttiioonnss  aappppllyy  ttoo  IIssrraaeell  EExxppeerriieenncceess  wwhheenn  yyoouu  wweerree  iinn  hhiigghh  
sscchhooooll..    IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  hhaadd  nnoo  ssuucchh  eexxppeerriieenncceess,,  pplleeaassee  sskkiipp  ttoo  QQuueessttiioonn  9966..  
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9944..  DDuurriinngg  yyoouurr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  yyeeaarrss  ddiidd  yyoouu  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  aannyy  IIssrraaeell  eexxppeerriieennccee  pprrooggrraamm??  
IIff  yyeess,,  iinn  wwhhiicchh  pprrooggrraamm((ss))  ddiidd  yyoouu  ppaarrttiicciippaattee??  
  
    

aa..  BBBBYYOO      ____________________  
bb..  CCaammpp  RRaammaahh  ____________________  
cc..  FFZZYY  ____________________  
dd..  AAlleexxaannddeerr  MMuussss  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  iinn  

IIssrraaeell  
____________________  

ee..  NNCCSSYY  ____________________  
ff..  NNFFTTYY  ____________________  
gg..  NNeessiiyyaa  ____________________  
hh..  SShhoorraasshhiimm  ____________________  
ii..  UUSSYY  ____________________  
jj..  YYoouunngg  JJuuddeeaa  ____________________  
kk..  OOtthheerr  ______________________  

    
      
9955..  AAtt  wwhhiicchh  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  ddiidd  yyoouu  aatttteenndd  tthhiiss  pprrooggrraamm  ((iiff  yyoouu  aatttteennddeedd  mmoorree  tthhaann  
oonnccee,,  pplleeaassee  aannsswweerr  wwiitthh  rreessppeecctt  ttoo  yyoouurr  mmoosstt  rreecceenntt  pprrooggrraamm  eexxppeerriieennccee))  
    

11  AA  ssuummmmeerr  
  22  OOtthheerr  sshhoorrtt  tteerrmm  ((22  mmoonntthhss  oorr  lleessss))  
  33  FFaallll  sseemmeesstteerr  oonnllyy  
  44  SSpprriinngg  sseemmeesstteerr  oonnllyy  
  55  AA  ffuullll  aaccaaddeemmiicc  yyeeaarr  
  66  AAnnootthheerr  lloonngg  tteerrmm  ppeerriioodd  ((mmoorree  tthhaann  22  mmoonntthhss))  
  77  OOtthheerr  ppeerriioodd  
  
9966..  SSiinnccee  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll,,  hhaavvee  yyoouu  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  aannyy  IIssrraaeell  eexxppeerriieennccee  pprrooggrraammss??  IIff  yyeess,,  iinn  
wwhhiicchh  pprrooggrraamm((ss))  ddiidd  yyoouu  ppaarrttiicciippaattee??  
  

aa..  bbiirrtthhrriigghhtt  IIssrraaeell  ____________________  
bb..  LLiivvnnoott  ____________________  
cc..  NNaattiivv  ____________________  
dd..  PPaarrddeess  ____________________  
ee..  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  pprrooggrraamm  ____________________  
ff..  YYeesshhiivvaa  ssttuuddyy  ____________________  
gg..  YYoouunngg  JJuuddeeaa  ____________________  
hh..  WWUUJJSS  ____________________  
ii..  OOtthheerr    ____________________  
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9977..  AAtt  wwhhiicchh  ttiimmee  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  ddiidd  yyoouu  aatttteenndd  tthhiiss  pprrooggrraamm  ((iiff  yyoouu  aatttteennddeedd  mmoorree  tthhaann  
oonnccee,,  pplleeaassee  aannsswweerr  wwiitthh  rreessppeecctt  ttoo  yyoouurr  mmoosstt  rreecceenntt  pprrooggrraamm  eexxppeerriieennccee))  
    

11  AA  ssuummmmeerr  
  22  OOtthheerr  sshhoorrtt  tteerrmm  ((22  mmoonntthhss  oorr  lleessss))  
  33  FFaallll  sseemmeesstteerr  oonnllyy  
  44  SSpprriinngg  sseemmeesstteerr  oonnllyy  
  55  AA  ffuullll  aaccaaddeemmiicc  yyeeaarr  
  66  AAnnootthheerr  lloonngg  tteerrmm  ppeerriioodd  ((mmoorree  tthhaann  22  mmoonntthhss))  
  77  OOtthheerr  ppeerriioodd  
9988..  TThhee  rreemmaaiinniinngg  qquueessttiioonnss  aappppllyy  ttoo  yyoouurr  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  
pprrooggrraammss..  PPlleeaassee  rreessppoonndd  wwiitthh  rreessppeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm  iinn  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd..  IIff  
yyoouu  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee,,  aannsswweerr  wwiitthh  rreessppeecctt  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm  iinn  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  
mmoosstt  rreecceennttllyy  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd,,  aanndd  mmaakkee  ssuurree  aallll  tthhee  pprrooggrraammss  yyoouu  aatttteennddeedd  aarree  lliisstteedd  
iinn  QQuueessttiioonn  9966..  

••  LLiivvnnoott,,  
••  AAlleexxaannddeerr  MMuussss  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  iinn  IIssrraaeell,,    
••  NNeessiiyyaa,,    
••  PPaarrddeess,,    
••  SShhoorraasshhiimm,,  oorr    
••  WWUUJJSS..    

  
  
9999..  PPlleeaassee  sseelleecctt  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm  iinn  wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  mmoosstt  rreecceennttllyy  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd    
  11  LLiivvnnoott    
  22  MMuussss  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  iinn  IIssrraaeell    
  33  NNeessiiyyaa    
  44  PPaarrddeess  
  55  SShhoorraasshhiimm    
  66  WWUUJJSS  
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WWiitthh  rreessppeecctt  ttoo  yyoouurr  eexxppeerriieennccee  oonn  tthhaatt  pprrooggrraamm,,  ttoo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  ddiidd  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm……  
  
  
  

NNoott  aatt  
aallll  

TToo  
SSoommee  
EExxtteenntt  SSoommeewwhhaatt  

TToo  aa  ggrreeaatt  
eexxtteenntt  

NNoott  
ssuurree  

110000..  IImmpprroovvee  yyoouurr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  JJuuddaaiissmm  11  22  33  44  55  
110011..  EEnnhhaannccee  yyoouurr  JJeewwiisshh  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  11  22  33  44  55  
110022..  GGiivvee  yyoouu  aa  bbeetttteerr  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  
IIssrraaeell  11  22  33  44  55  
110033..  EEnnhhaannccee  yyoouurr  aattttaacchhmmeenntt  ttoo  IIssrraaeell  11  22  33  44  55  
110044..  EEnnrriicchh  yyoouurr  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  ooff  pprraayyeerr  11  22  33  44  55  
110055..  DDeeeeppeenn  yyoouurr  ffaaiitthh  iinn  GGoodd  11  22  33  44  55  
110066..  EEnnhhaannccee  yyoouurr  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  ffoorr  bbeeiinngg  
ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  ppeeooppllee  11  22  33  44  55  
110077..  MMaakkee  yyoouu  ffeeeell  mmoorree  ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwiitthh  
ssoommeetthhiinngg  llaarrggeerr  tthhaann  yyoouurrsseellff  11  22  33  44  55  
110088..  GGiivvee  yyoouu  nneeww  sskkiillllss  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  JJeewwiisshh  
tteexxtt  11  22  33  44  55  
110099..  GGiivvee  yyoouu  nneeww  sskkiillllss  ttoo  pprraaccttiiccee  
JJuuddaaiissmm  11  22  33  44  55  
111100..  EEnnhhaannccee  yyoouurr  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  ooff  SShhaabbbbaatt  11  22  33  44  55  
111111..  MMaakkee  yyoouu  ffeeeell  mmoorree  uunnccoommffoorrttaabbllee  
wwiitthh  iinntteerr--ddaattiinngg  aanndd//oorr  iinntteerrmmaarrrriiaaggee  11  22  33  44  55  
111122..  IImmpprroovvee  yyoouurr  ccoommmmaanndd  ooff  tthhee  
HHeebbrreeww  llaanngguuaaggee  11  22  33  44  55  
111133..  GGiivvee  yyoouu  nneeww  JJeewwiisshh  ffrriieennddss  11  22  33  44  55  
111144..  MMaakkee  yyoouu  mmoorree  ssppiirriittuuaall  11  22  33  44  55  
111155..  MMaakkee  yyoouu  mmoorree  rreelliiggiioouuss  11  22  33  44  55  
111166..  EEnnhhaannccee  yyoouurr  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  ooff  JJeewwiisshh  
rreelliiggiioouuss  oobbsseerrvvaannccee  11  22  33  44  55  
111177..  IInnccrreeaassee  yyoouurr  iinntteerreesstt  iinn  wwoorrkkiinngg  
((vvoolluunntteeeerr  oorr  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall))  iinn  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  
ccoommmmuunniittyy  11  22  33  44  55  
111188..  MMoovvee  yyoouu  iinn  aa  mmoorree  hhaawwkkiisshh  
ddiirreeccttiioonn,,  wwiitthh  rreessppeecctt  ttoo  IIssrraaeell--AArraabb  aaffffaaiirrss  11  22  33  44  55  
111199..  MMoovvee  yyoouu  iinn  aa  mmoorree  ddoovviisshh  ddiirreeccttiioonn,,  
wwiitthh  rreessppeecctt  ttoo  IIssrraaeell--AArraabb  aaffffaaiirrss  11  22  33  44  55  
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TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  ddiidd  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aassppeeccttss  ooff  yyoouurr  pprrooggrraamm  ppoossiittiivveellyy  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  
yyoouurr  eexxppeerriieennccee  oonn  tthhaatt  pprrooggrraamm??  
  
  NNoott  aatt  

aallll  
SSoommeewwhhaatt  TToo  aa  ggrreeaatt  

eexxtteenntt  
NNoott  ssuurree  oorr  nnoott  

aapppplliiccaabbllee  
112200..  TThhee  ootthheerr  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss//ssttuuddeennttss  11  22  33  44  

112211..  TThhee  ssttaaffff//ffaaccuullttyy  11  22  33  44  

112222..  TThhee  ttoopp  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt//  
aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorrss  

11  22  33  44  

112233..  TThhee  ccllaasssseess//ssttuuddyyiinngg  11  22  33  44  

112244..  TThhee  ttrriippss//ttoouurriinngg  11  22  33  44  

112255..  TThhee  rreelliiggiioouuss  eexxppeerriieenncceess  11  22  33  44  

112266..  TThhee  IIssrraaeelliiss  yyoouu  mmeett  11  22  33  44  

112277..  TThhee  SShhaabbbbaatt  eexxppeerriieenncceess  11  22  33  44  

112288..  TThhee  tteexxtt  ssttuuddyy  11  22  33  44  

112299..  PPeerrssoonnaall  ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonnss  wwiitthh  
tteeaacchheerrss//ccoouunnsseelloorrss  

11  22  33  44  

113300..  SSppiirriittuuaall  eexxppeerriieenncceess  11  22  33  44  

113311..    JJuusstt  bbeeiinngg  iinn    IIssrraaeell  11  22  33  44  

  

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  1122  mmoonntthhss,,  hhaavvee  yyoouu……  

  YYeess  NNoo  
113322..  EEnnccoouurraaggeedd  ssoommeeoonnee  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  tthhiiss  pprrooggrraamm??  11  22  
113333..  AAddvviisseedd  ssoommeeoonnee  aaggaaiinnsstt  ppaarrttiicciippaattiinngg  iinn  tthhiiss  
pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  

113344..  BBeeeenn  iinn  ee--mmaaiill  oorr  pphhoonnee  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  aa  ssttaaffff  mmeemmbbeerr  
ffrroomm  tthhiiss  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  

113355..  PPaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  tthhiiss  pprrooggrraamm  eevveenntt  oorr  aa  pprrooggrraamm  ffoorr  
aalluummnnii??  

11  22  

  

113366..  DDuurriinngg  tthhee  llaasstt  yyeeaarr,,  hhooww  oofftteenn  hhaavvee  yyoouu  hhaadd  ccoonnttaacctt  iinn  ppeerrssoonn  oorr  bbyy  pphhoonnee  oorr  ee--mmaaiill  
wwiitthh  ootthheerr  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  wwhhoo  wweerree  wwiitthh  yyoouu  iinn  IIssrraaeell  oonn  tthhaatt  pprrooggrraamm??  
  11  NNoonnee    22  IInnffrreeqquueenntt  ccoonnttaacctt    33  OOccccaassiioonnaall    44  FFrreeqquueenntt  
  
113377..  OOff  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  yyoouu  wweerree  wwiitthh  iinn  IIssrraaeell  oonn  tthhiiss  pprrooggrraamm,,  wwiitthh  aabboouutt  hhooww  mmaannyy  hhaavvee  
yyoouu  hhaadd  aatt  lleeaasstt  ooccccaassiioonnaall  ccoonnttaacctt  oovveerr  tthhee  llaasstt  yyeeaarr??  
  11  NNoonnee    22  OOnnee    33  TTwwoo--tthhrreeee  55  FFoouurr  oorr  mmoorree  
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113388..  TThhee  nneexxtt  sseett  ooff  qquueessttiioonnss  aasskk  aabboouutt  yyoouurr  vviieewwss  ooff  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm  iinn  qquueessttiioonn  
rreefflleeccttiinngg  yyoouurr  oowwnn  ppeerrssoonnaall  eexxppeerriieennccee..    PPlleeaassee  aannsswweerr  ttoo  tthhee  bbeesstt  ooff  yyoouurr  aabbiilliittyy..  
  
  
  NNoott  aatt  

aallll  
SSoommeewwhhaatt  TToo  aa  ggrreeaatt  

eexxtteenntt  
NNoott  ssuurree  oorr  

nnoott  aapppplliiccaabbllee  
113399..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
PPlluurraalliisstt  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114400..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  
UUnnffrriieennddllyy  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114411..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
IInntteelllleeccttuuaallllyy  EEnnggaaggiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114422..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
MMaanniippuullaattiivvee  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114433..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
OOppeenn  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114444..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
JJuuddggmmeennttaall  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114455..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
AAcccceeppttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114466..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
HHyyppooccrriittiiccaall  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114477..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
SSeennssiittiivvee  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114488..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
CClloosseedd--mmiinnddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

114499..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
IInnssppiirriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

115500..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
SSaaffee  aanndd  ccoommffoorrttaabbllee  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

115511..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
SSppiirriittuuaall  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

115522..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
RReelliiggiioouuss  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

115533..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
AAnnxxiieettyy--pprroodduucciinngg  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

115544..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
ZZiioonniisstt  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

115555..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
AAnnttii--rreelliiggiioouuss  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

115566..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
BBoorriinngg  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

115577..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
DDeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall  ((OOrrtthhooddooxx  oorr  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiivvee  oorr  
RReeffoorrmm))  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

115588..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
MMuullttii--ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  
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115599..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
HHoonneesstt  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

116600..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
SSeexxiisstt  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

116611..  TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  aappppllyy  tthhee  tteerrmm  
EEggaalliittaarriiaann  ((rreeggaarrddiinngg  ggeennddeerr  iissssuueess))  ttoo  tthhee  
pprrooggrraamm??  

11  22  33  44  

 
116622..  WWhhaatt  mmeessssaaggee  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  sseenndd  ttoo  tthhee  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  
pprrooggrraamm((ss))  yyoouu  aatttteennddeedd??    PPlleeaassee  iinnddiiccaattee  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm  ttoo  wwhhiicchh  yyoouurr  
ccoommmmeennttss  aarree  aaddddrreesssseedd..  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
116633..  WWee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  ccoonnttaacctt  aa  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  ssuurrvveeyy  rreessppoonnddeennttss..    IIff  yyoouu  aarree  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  bbee  

ccoonnttaacctteedd,,  pplleeaassee  eenntteerr  yyoouurr  nnaammee  aanndd  tteelleepphhoonnee  nnuummbbeerr  wwiitthh  aarreeaa  ccooddee..  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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