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Snare Passover with Elie Wiesel 
A special video tor the whole family 

A Passover Sede r ' 

P r e s e n t e d by Elie Wiesel 

With an engaging combination of live action, 

original illustrations and animation, you are 

guided through highlights of a Seder 

incorporating some of Wiesels special 

memories and poetic interpretations. 

Children will be enchanted by the animation 

and songs while parents will delight in the 

charming style, insight and commentary. 

"A Passover Seder" is a 

celebration oi prayer, ritual and 

song to be viewed and treasured 

for years to come. 

ELIE WIESEL is the recipient of the 1986 

Nobel Peace Prize and author of more 

than 30 books. 

$14.95 
To Order Call 1-800-3 KID VID 

© 1994 WarnerVision Entertainment Inc.. Elie Wiesel. Marion Wiesel and Mark Podwai. Distributed by KidVision, 
a division oi WarnerVision Entertainment. A Warner Music Group Company. All rights reserved. 
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Approximately 12" high, 
3" circumference. 

Please call for 
further details. 

• his beautiful, personal Bar Mitzvah present in sterling silver wil l be trea
sured for life. The scroll is hand-crafted by Ben-Zion David and the klaff hand-writ
ten by a sofer in Israel. Personalized in golden letters with the name of the Bar 
Mitzvah boy, his parents and the date of the special occasion. As each piece is 
unique, any further requested details can be added. The klaff, in Ashkenazi or 
Sephardic-style script can include hand illustrations. 

Ben-Zion David is a young artist in an eight generation family line of Yemenite 
silver-craftsmen. His technique is characterized by fine silver filigree work. 

Yemenite Sterling, Inc. 
SoHo Building - 110 Greene St., Suite 702, NY, NY 10012 

Tel: (212)431-1110 



»OfifS& 
^ Buy Direct & Save 

A,B,C $44.95 ea 
F,G $44.95 ea 
H,l $29.95 ea 
*D;E $124.95 ea 

*pure silver, Bar Mitzvah or Jerusalem 
All watches come with quality Quartz, Swiss movement. Add $4.95 for Shipping & Handling 

A,B-Seder Plate w/Dish $110.00 
D,E-Matza Tray $49.00 
F,G-Wine Cup w/Saucer $29.00 
C-Seder Plate w/Dish $92.00 
H-Matza Tray $47.00 
l-Wine Cup w/Saucer $24.00 

10% Discount for complete set. Add $6.00 for Shipping & Handling 

Order Toll Free: 1-800-883-8105 
Order by Fax: 1-718-436-2295 

All Maior Credit Cards Accepted 



VOLUME 20 NUMBER 2 APRIL 1995/NISAN 5755 

PERSPECTIVE 

HOLIDAY 

DIASPORA 

EDUCATION 

ISRAELI ART 

AMERICAN JUDAISM 

MOMENT 
The Magazine of Jewish Culture and Opinion 

6 Editors' Page Unanswered questions about peace 
progress 

HERSHEI. SHANKS 

3 0 The Bread of Our 
Affection 

A short history of a crumbly cracker. 
Mat/oh, that most recognizable symbol of 
Passover, rellects the times and diversity of 

Jews the world over. 

JOAN NAI'IIAN 

3 4 Lost in Amerika: The 
Abandonment of 
Soviet Jewry 

Ex-Soviet Jews—almost 400,000 of 
them—struggle against the apathy and suspi
cion of an American Jewish community that 
once made them heroes. 

W'Al.TI'.RRl'HY 

4 2 Sex, Lies & Hebrew 
School 

The "family values" debate reaches Jewish 
schools and camps, where sex ed. navigates 
between "just say no" and "just do it." 

KIJ.KN It.AX 

4 7 Why W e Aren't Why is the Jewish community so reticent to 
Publishing a Responsum fliscuss this issue? 

on Masturbation 

COVER STORY 4 8 Car Bombs & Baseball 
Caps: Hamas Tightens 
Its Grip on Gaza 

When a terrorist organization also pro
vides clinics, sports and pride, what hap
pens to the Israel-PLO peace? 

CAROLINE III-: (iRl'VI'KR 

54 Shifting Landscapes: 
New Horizons For 
Israeli Artists 

The hills, the desert, the Mediter
ranean light and fluctuating borders 
may move Israeli artists to create new 
visions of the landscape. 

AI.OMA W<)][!.(.1.1.l.RN I KR 

6 6 Twelve Angry Men 
and Women 

6 8 Cohen Defends His 
Views 

Fifty-two, 41 and light: Architects of the National 
Jewish Population Survey refute a MOMENT article 
on intermarriage by Steven M. Cohen. 

Standing linn while agreeing to disagree, the soci
ologist gets the last word. 

42 
4 In A MOMENT 

8 Forum 

Columnists 

FRANCINK KLAGSBRUN • 22 
MARS] IAI.L BREGER»24 
SHLOMO R1SKIN • 2 6 

Guest Columnist 
DAVID FORMAN • 28 

2 9 MOMENT'S Book 
of Numbers 

3 2 Notes and News 

6 3 Honor Roll 

8 2 Books 

8 4 New and 
Noteworthy 

• Jewish Wisdom, by loseph < - » - . **• 
•reiushkin 87 Glossary 

• The Wages of Guilt, by Ian 
Buruma —Q _ . . 

• Beyond the Promised °° »P'CeDOX 
Land, by Glenn Frankel 

ON THE COVER 
Palestinian police in Jericho 
celebrate their loyalty to PLO 
chief Yasser Arafat. But do 
they have a way—and Arafat 
the will—to slop terrorism 
against Israel and to counter 
the popularity of I lamas and 
its brand of fundamentalist 
Islam? Photo by Haji 
Magiies/ASAP 



IN A MOMENT 

While few Jews have 
noticed, immigrants 
from the former 
Soviet Union have 
steadily flowed into 
the U.S. and may 
soon make up one-
quarter of New York's 

RUBY Jewish community. 

But so far their impact on Jewish affairs 
has been marginal. Who's to blame for 
squandering their impressive potential 
and letting their children drift away from 
Judaism? A national network of ex-Soviet 
self-help groups blames American Jewish 
organizations, Walter Ruby reports in 
"Lost in Amerika: The Abandonment of 
Soviet Jewry" (p. 34). National organiza
tions deny the charge. 

Ruby has r epor t ed on the Soviet 
Jewry movement for 16 years. As the 
New York and United Nations corre
spondent for the Jerusalem Post and Long 
IslandJeivish World in the 1980s, he cov
e red marches and protests; as the 
Moscow correspondent for the Post and 
Fonvard beginning in 1990, he chroni
cled the fall of Communism, the blos
soming of Jewish culture and the rise of 
Russian nationalism. He lives in New 
York, and continues to write and lec
ture on Jewish affairs. 

With an iron fist in a 
velvet glove, the mil
itant Hamas organi
zation has seduced a 
generation of poor, 
disaffected Gazans 
and is challenging 
the PLO's rule over the 

DE GRUYTER nascent Palestinian 

Authority. In "Car Bombs and Baseball 
Caps: Hamas Tightens its Grip on Gaza" 
(p.48), Caroline de Gruyter reports from 
the squalid coastal strip on the wildest 

card in Israel's deal with Arafat. 
de Gruyter is editor of the foreign desk 

of the Dutch newsweekly Elsevier: Of the 
house she rents in Gaza City, she says, "It 
is in a neighborhood where many of the 
PLO officials from Tunis wanted to live, 
but the locals did not want to rent hous
es or apartments to them. They heard 
that the PLO does not pay its bills." 

In related stories, Hershel Shanks won
ders if Israelis and Palestinians are hear
ing each other (Perspective, p. 6) and 
Israeli Rabbis Shlomo Riskin and David 
Forman debate whether the peace 
process should continue in the wake of 
unspeakable tenor (Columns, pp. 26,28). 

Abstinence or safe 
sex? Mikve or serial 
monogamy? Amid a 
national debate over 
family values, Jewish 
educators are showing 
a new interest in sex 
education. In "Sex, 

FLAX Lies and Hebrew 

School" (p. 42), Ellen Flax reports on how 
Jewish schools, camps, and youth move
ments are trying to promote Jewish val
ues in a sexually permissive society. 

Flax is a New York-based writer and a 
rabbinical s tudent at Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion. 
Before returning to school, she covered 
health and social issues, including sex 
education, for Education Week, 

The Israeli preoccu
pation with land—its 
beauty, its sanctity, 
its scarcity—is reflect
ed in the work of its 
many landscape 
artists. In "Shifting 
Landscapes: New 
Horizons for Israeli WOHLGELERNTER 

Artists" (p. 54), Aloma Wohlgelernter 
describes how these artists have been 
shaped by the land, and by the turbulent 
events of their lifetimes. 

A poet and writer, Wohlgelernter is 
assistant editor of Ariel, the Israel Review 
of Arts and Letters, and a regular con
tributor of feature articles to the Jerusalem, 
Post. Born in London, she immigrated to 
Israel in 1980 and lives in Jerusalem. 

I What's a matzoh? 
I From desert camp-
I fires to the mouths of 
I commercial ovens, 
I Jewish culinary maven 

I Joan Nathan takes 
I readers on a 3,000-
' year tour to reveal the 

NATHAN secrets of the beloved 

and sometimes maligned Passover staple 
in "The Bread of Our Affection" (p. 30). 

Nathan's numerous bestselling cook
books include Jewish Cooking in America 
(Knopf, 1994) and The Children's Jewish 
Holiday Kitchen (Schocken, 1987). Her 
articles have appeared in the New York 
Times, the Boston Globe, Cook's Magazine 
and Gourmet, among others. 

MOMENT welcomes... 
...Rosalie Gerber to our board. Active 
in Jewish affairs for over 40 years, Mrs. 
Gerber has worked with such organiza
tions as the Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Washington, the Jewish 
Council for the Aging, Jewish Social 
Services Agency and UJA-Federation. 
She earned her law degree from 
George Washington University in 
1935—18 years before Harvard Law 
even accepted women. She was an 
attorney for the Washington Legal Aid 
society until 1955. Retired but active, 
she helps run an education program for 
seniors at the JCC of Greater Washington. 
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Just $59.95 "W^ LEGENDS 
Amazing compilation and ***** ^•p*™ 
anthology of classical Rabbinic lore and literature, taken 
from the Talmud and Midrash, in English. Features 
thousands of stories, quotations and maxims on the land of 
Israel, the Jewish people, and all aspects of the human 
condition. With the touch of a button you can search 
through hundreds of texts—by subject or key word to find 
just the right story or quotation you need. The Book of 
Legends, published by Schocken, is the English translation 
of the classic 'Sefer Ha-Agaddah'. 
What you need: CD-ROM drive, Macintosh, or PC with 
Windows. 

Wholly 
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JERUS*UM Jerusalem Stones 
For Windows 
Just $24.95 
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colorful Jerusalem backgrounds in a game that's fun for the 
whole family. 
What you need: PC with color monitor and Windows 3.1. 
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For Windows 
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For Windows / Just $34.95 
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Visa, M/C, Amex accepted 
Add $4 for shipping 

Canada, overseas additional avKa 
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For a complimentary 
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THE BASSON STAR 
17" high. 24K Gold on Brass. 
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PERSPECTIVE 

Unanswered Questions 
Last mon th , I 
attended the national 
NJCRAC* convention 
in Washington. Israel's 
Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, Likud 
leader Benjamin 
(Bibi) Netanyahu and 
chief PLO negotiator 

Nabil Shaath all addressed a plenary ses
sion. Sounds pretty spectacular, doesn't it? 
You hear from all sides, at the highest 
level. You can expect astounding insights 
into the peace process and its prospects— 
or at least what to do about it. 

Not quite. None of the speakers 
heard the others. And each talked past 
the others, using mostly platitudes that 
almost any newspaper reader could 
have written, in some cases better than 
the speaker. No one was saying what he 
really believed. But it was not outright 
lying, either. Each was saying what he 
thought would sway (or inspire) the 
audience of 800 Jewish leaders and the 
TV and print audience beyond. 

For Shimon (as everyone who has 
once shaken his hand calls him), it was 
the vision thing. Long on generalities 
and short—very short—on details of 
how to proceed with peace negotiations. 
There 's no going back, he said. "You 
can make an omelette from eggs, but 
you can't make eggs from an omelette." 

Yet it was indeed moving, even emo
tional, to be reminded how far we have 
come in the last two years. Who would 
have imagined two years ago that an 
ag reement would have been signed 
with the Palestinians, a peace treaty 
would have been signed with Jordan, 
and that at a national NJCRAC con
vention, the audience would include 
diplomatic representat ives, mostly 
ambassadors, from Egypt, Jordan,the 

*National Jewish Community Relations 
Advisory Council, pronounced "nack-rack." 

Palestinians, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Djibouti and Qatar, and that the speak
ers would include not only represen
tatives of the Israeli government and its 
opposition, but also a representative of 
the PLO? 

But beyond going forward with the 
peace process, Peres had few suggestions. 

Bibi, on the other hand, was living a 
decade or more in the past. He was still 
talking about how important land was in 
defending Israel in a war from the east. 
In his analysis, only Israel's occupation 
of the West Bank kept a war-like King 
Hussein from attacking. (He attacked in 
1967, didn't he? And stayed out in 1973 
when Israel held the West Bank, didn't 
he?) The Golan Heights, in Bibi's view, 
keeps Assad from attacking. 

Yet he made an important point that 
I would like to have pressed Peres on: 
How can you cede more police author
ity to the Palestinians when the proba
bility is that the ceded area will, like 
Gaza, become a training ground and 
haven for terrorists? (See p. 48) No 
longer can Israeli forces follow terror
ists into Gaza, not even in hot pursuit. 
Nor can Israeli forces break up terror
ist cells there before more suicide 
bombers are sent into Israel. Equally 
impor tant , Palestinians are free to 
crack down on so-called collaborators, 
exposing them at best and torturing 
them or hacking them to death at 
worst. This deprives Israel of the crucial 
intelligence it needs to prevent terror
ist attacks and makes it difficult for 
Israel to recruit replacements. 

Is it possible to extend Palestinian con
trol over schools, water supplies, traffic 
and the like, but not over matters that 
affect Israel's security? I would like to have 
heard what Mr. Peres had to say about 
this. Like Peres, I too have a vision that 
this tenor will someday end. Someday life 
will improve for the Palestinians too. 
Maybe then, the terror will stop. But until 
then, Israel cannot expose its popula
tion to more of the same. 

Sha 'ath was charming and intelli
gent . He answered most questions 
directly and came across as reasonable 
and sincere. He made Netanyahu look 
like a second-rate lawyer arguing a case 
he didn ' t quite believe in. Of course 
Sha'ath emphasized Palestinian con
cerns, their d i sappoin tment at the 
fruits of the agreement—if anything, 
conditions on the ground have become 
worse for them. 

But he also addressed a matter about 
which I was going to ask Israeli officials: 
Since the Declaration of Principles was 
signed on the White House lawn 
September 13, 1993, have any of the 
identified terrorists been Palestinian 
workers with permits to enter Israel? 
The answer, according to Sha'ath, is 
no. Then why, he asks, is the punish
ment for terrorist attacks a refusal to 
allow Palestinian workers to go to their 
jobs in Israel? A good question. 

Yet for all the indirection and unan
swered questions, the program was enlight
ening. There was something going on 
beneath the surface—a political process, 
even a complex negotiation. Clearly no 
further concessions can be made that com
promise Israel's security. Yet the peace 
process cannot be stopped either. 

Not so incidentally, this would be an 
excellent time to move the American 
embassy to Jerusalem. Egypt and 
Jordan will do nothing but complain 
for a week or so. Syria isn't in a peace 
mode anyway. And the Palestinians can 
no more withdraw from the peace 
process because the United States 
moves its embassy than Israel can with
draw from it because of the terrorist 
attacks. Besides, the embassy would be 
in west Jerusalem, which, even in 
the most extravagant Palestinian sce
nario, will be Israel's eternal capital. ® 
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Or call (03) 567-9974... And start putting 
your money where the smart money is. 

MIZRAHI BANK 

FOREIGN DIVISION: 113 Allenby Street, Tel Aviv 61002, Tel: 03-5679974, Fax: 03-5679994, Attn: Ms. Haya Wilde 
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Tel Aviv: 78 Hayarkon Street, Tel Aviv 63432, Tel: 03-5171636, Fax: 03-5171630, att: Mr. Sassoon Ezra 
Jerusalem: 12 Ben Yehuda Street, Jerusalem 96422, Tel: 02-208921, Fax: 02-208918, Attn: Mr. Benjamin Klein 

Netanya: 12 Kikar Haatzmaut, Netanya, Tel: 09-344577, Fax: 09-616947, Attn: Mr. Gershon Houseman 



Reform Jews Are Not Laughing 
After recovering from the shock of 
discovering that MOMENT had actually 
decided to review David Bader's outra
geous drivel, How to Be An Extremely 
Refonnjew (Books, Decemher 1994), I 
was thoroughly dumbfounded by 
Andrew Silow-Carroll's preposterous 
bottom-line: "This [is] a very funny 
book ...." With all due respect, I must 
confess that the reviewer and I read 
two very different publications. 

I found nothing in the volume but 
variations on the same tired old 
premise that conceives Reform 
Judaism as a euphemism for Jewish 
illiteracy and nescience. 

This is the same "high-brow" Jewish 
buffoonery that brought us that ubi
quitous "war horse" whose punchline 
has a Reform rabbi asking: "What's 
a bracha?" 

This kind of humor relies on the 
assumption that no one takes Reform 
Judaism seriously. Therefore, why not 
employ Reform Judaism as a metaphor 
describing outrageously ignorant, 
decadent and self-hating Jews? 

Though Mr. Silow-Carroll concedes 
that "Reform Jews deserve to be 
offended by the title...," he seems 
oblivious to the fact that veritably 
every humorous attempt in the book 
is based on the hurtful notion that 
Reform Judaism is a pathetic, watered-
down imitation of "real" Judaism and 
that those who identify with it are 

FORUM 

blathering, superficial, dissipatedjews. 
What is the harm in poking fun? 

Why not lighten up? These are the 
same questions the bewildered jesters 
asked when their Jewish American 
Princess books were bitterly criticized, 
the same queries the Jewish-joke, 
Polish-joke and Black-joke aficionados 
use to defend themselves. 

The fact is, humor that gleefully 
employs cruel, mean-spirited general
izations to get a laugh is just not 
funny. 
Rabbi Gary P. Zola, Dean 
National Office of Admissions 
Hebrew Union College 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Intermarriage Reawakened 
His Judaism 
I take exception to many of Steven 
Cohen's assumptions and generaliza
tions in "Why Intermarriage May Not 
Threaten Jewish Continuity" 
(December 1994). 

I feel a deeper connection to 
Judaism in many ways because of my 
marriage to a woman who is not 
Jewish. 

I was raised in a kosher home, 
attended Hebrew school, Hebrew 
high school, Camp Ramah, led ser
vices in my conservative synagogue, 
and was constantly barraged with the 
mantra, "Thou shalt marry only with
in Judaism." My wife and I belong to a 
synagogue, take Judaic courses togeth
er, keep a kosher home, and share 
weekly Shabbat meals. Jennifer has 
reawakened me to many beautiful 
parts of my heritage and religion. 
However, this development only 
occurred after moving away from an 
environment which Mr. Cohen seems 
to hold ideal, where everyone and 
everything is Jewish, and she was not 
welcome. 

Adam E. Cohen 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Forty-one Percent Is Good? 
If Steven Cohen is trying to prove that 
concerned Jews should take heart 
because there is a 41 percent inter
marriage rate instead of 52 percent, 
he starts out with the wrong premise. 

Forty-one percent is nothing to be 
delighted about, either. 
Sheldon M. Pierson 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

For more on Cohen, see p. 66.—Ed. 

Torah First, -Isms Second 
I have long been suspicious of the 
Jewish Renewal movement ("Has the 
Jewish Renewal Movement Made It 
Into the Mainstream?" December 
1994). It smacks of "New Age 

Judaism." 
It is impossible to define Judaism in 

a few words, but suffice it to say that 
Judaism is not feminism, environmen-
talism, and the other politically cor
rect-isms (which in no way diminishes 
the importance of these -isms). 

If the Jewish Renewal movement 
grounds itself in Torah, I can respect 
it. If it is based on politically correct-
isms, then it has no right to say that 
what it does is somehow Jewish. 
Joshua S. Wildman 
New York, New York 

A Tougher Look 
at Jewish Renewal 
Your December 1994 issue contained 
two celebratory articles on the Jewish 
Renewal movement, one which dealt 
with the movement itself ("Has the 
Jewish Renewal Movement Made It 
Into the Mainstream?") and a book 
review by Arthur Waskow of Michael 
Lerner's recent work on the subject 
(Jewish Renewal). 

Missing from your treatment was 
serious criticism of this emerging phe
nomenon. While there is no question 
that the movement has evoked much 
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F O R U M 

excitement in many of its participants 
and that it is therefore a better alter
native than apathy and non-involve
ment, there are many serious short
comings which need to be faced. 

(1) Sadly, the movement tends to be 
exclusivist and elitist. There is essen
tially no room for someone who is 
politically conservative. In fact, both in 
Lemer's book and in Waskow's review, 
the conservative is either the ultimate 
enemy or the ultimate problem. 

Political identification is a passing 
fancy (witness the last election). Tying 
eternal values to temporal and secular 
political views not only violates church 
and state strictures but is also a formula 
for potential long-term failure because 
political trends and realities change. 

(2) Many groups in the Jewish 
Renewal movement hold their services 
and activities in the existing Jewish 
communal institutions without carrying 
their fair share of maintenance and 
responsibilities. Often these groups, 
while doing a great deal of charity work 
and encouraging personal involvement 
in specific causes of choice, do not add 
to the Jewish infrastructure of the com
munity. The charity work they do is cer
tainly exciting and important, but the 
nitty-gritty needs to be taken care of as 
well, and diere seems to me to be a 
lack of fairness in drawing off of the 
community without contributing a 
commensurate amount. 

(3) Jewish Renewal communities 
are frequently not complete commu
nities. Often when something out of 
the ordinary occurs, particularly a 
personal tragedy or difficulty, the 
rabbi of the local mainstream congre
gation is contacted for help. Lay 
expertise and involvement are impor
tant and should always be encour
aged, but people with special exper
tise and training are needed as well. 
The frequent negative comments 
about institutionalized Judaism and 
its professionals that emanate from 
the Jewish Renewal movement do not 
accurately recognize that need and 
the relationship. 

(4) The almost completely perme
able nature of worship experiences 
allowed by many Jewish Renewal 
groups raises the question of whether 
authentic Jewish content can be main
tained over time. There will be 
moments in history when anyjewish 
ritual or concept is at odds with fads 
and contemporary norms. The test of 

these things is not their ability to 
respond at one particular moment, 
but their ability to respond over the 
long term. The concern is that over 
time, all that is authenticallyJewish 
will drain out to be replaced by bor
rowed material that will have nothing 
intrinsically Jewish to recommend it. 

(5) Can this movement pass its val
ues and itsJewish identity to the next 
generation? Judaism, as opposed to 
Christianity, has never been a religion 
of personal salvation but rather a reli
gion of national, historical salvation. 
The proposed Jewish agenda must 
work across the generations or it is not 
the right answer for our tiny minority 

trying to survive against the pressures 
of persecution and assimilation. 

I write from an Orthodox perspec
tive, so my approach to Judaism is 
very different from and often at odds 
with those in the Jewish Renewal 
movement. I have learned much and 
am often inspired by things I see com
ing from that part of the Jewish com
munity. I would like the movement to 
continue to challenge all Jews, even 
those who are Orthodox, to ensure 
that Judaism be as spiritual and mean
ingful as possible to all its adherents. 
Rabbi Barry Freundel 
Kesher Israel Congregation 
Washington, D.C. 
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Arthur Waskow responds: 
As Rabbi Freundel correctly says, Torah 
envisions national, historical salvation. 
Indeed, the Jewish people bear the "politi
cal" spirituality of a band of runaway 
slaves who found help from the deepest 
truth of the universe in overthrowing 
Pharaoh, and whose God demanded rest 
for the earth every seven years and redistrib
ution of land every generation, saying, 
"The earth is Mine, and you but guests 
and visitors with Me. " 

No such people can support so-called "con
servatives" ivho claim a "private property" so 
all-encompassing that they dmlish regula
tions aimed at preventing them from poison
ing earth, and air, and water—and the 
human beings ivho eat and drink and 
breathe from them. Would Rabbi Freundel, 
who has spoken warmly of the rabbinic pre-
ceptbal tashchit (don't destroy), really want 
Jewish reneival to equivocate on this issue1? 

The new religious right and its secular 
allies do not merely ignore the poor (like 
conventional conservatives) but demonize 
and punish them. They respond to new 
sorts of families not by supporting and cele
brating them as new shapes of loving com
munity, but by seeking to destroy them; they 
respond to the need for spiritual depth by 
seeking to prescribe correct times and offi
cial forms of prayer. What is really exclu-
sivist and elitist is that kind of arrogance, 
not a reneioed spiritual commitment to the 
God who brought us out of slavery. 

Those who are renewing the Jewish peo
ple are going beyond conventional liberal
ism to strengthen grass-roots communities, 
loving households of all sorts, ethical edu
cation, and the celebratory use of leisure. 
These are Torah values. The new right 
menaces them—and, not surfnisingly, the 
religious freedom that has been so crucial to 
the Jewish people in America. 

Who Started the Havura/i 
Movement? 
Roger Kamenetz's article on the 
Jewish Renewal movement is both 
well-balanced and insightful. The 
roots of havurahJudaism, however, go 
back further than Kamenetz's article 
suggests. Havurot were first suggested 
at the 1961 and '62 Reconstructionist 
movement conventions, to remedy 
some of the problems experienced in 
larger, more anonymous synagogues. 

The term havurah was first used in 
those discussions and in essays by 
Jacob Neusner and Ira Eisenstein pub
lished by the Reconstructionist Press 
immediately following the conven

tions. The earliest havurot in the coun
try were the Whittier Havurah (now 
over 30 years old) and the cluster of 
havurot in Denver called the 
Colorado Reconstructionist 
Federation of Havurot. These groups, 
while different in some ways from the 
counter-cultural groups of the late 
Sixties that Kamenetz discusses, 
nonetheless had several critically 
important characteristics. They were 
and are committed to full equality for 
women and to open participation and 
required involvement from their 
members. And they were substitutes 
for the extended family that most of 
their members had left behind in 
other parts of the country. 

Unlike the original counter-cultural 
havurot, these Reconstructionist havurot 
still retain most of their original mem
bers 30 years later, in groups that remain 
active. That says something about the 
potential for durability of these suppos
edly ephemeral phenomena. 

Dr. David A. Teutsch, President 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
Wyncote, Pennsylvania 

Address Correction 
Thank you again for recognizing the 
vibrancy of Jewish Renewal. You cap
tured the spirit so many of us experi
ence as we reconnect with the cycles 
and holiness of our tradition blended 
with the psycho-social sensibilities of 

our times. 
The mailing address for the 1995 

International ALEPH Kallah (Ft. 
Collins, Colorado July 3-9), was listed 
incorrectly. The correct information 
is: ALEPH Kallah, 1701 West Stuart 
Street, Ft. Collins, CO 80526. Phone: 
(303) 221-0657. 
Cindy Gabriel, Coordinator 
ALEPH Kallah 
Fort Collins, Colorado 

Beware of Renewal 
There is no question that the 

Jewish Renewal movement has provid
ed incredible creativity, zest and 
social outlets for many; yet, it is also 
true that the movement embodies 
negative qualities of any cult. 

I have been emotionally and spiri
tually abused by my connection with 
the movement from 1981 to 1989, to 
the point where I can hardly bring 
myself to take part in any organized 
religious observances. Because I am a 
deeply spiritual and committed Jew, 
this distance brings me great pain. 

For all its humanistic rhetoric, what 
I experienced was a collection of per
sons indeed in need of "a path to 
healing and transformation." But 
what took place, instead of an honest 
search with foibles admitted, wise 
guidance and egos laid aside for a 
real spiritual journey, was a fertile 
ground for personality disorders and 
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other disturbed folk to inflict their 
pain and abuse onto others. 

I witnessed behaviors in some of 
the "leaders" as well as others that 
included power plays, crass rejection 
of others and jealous rivalries among 
women. This may be business as usual 
in much of the rest of society, but 
here it is hypocritically couched 
under the rubric of "purifying souls" 
and relating to the neshamah of oth
ers. Sometimes it seemed that it all 
had little to do with Judaism and 
everything to do with self-promotion. 
I too got caught up in this height
ened awareness and belief that all 
good things might be possible if only 
we prayed, meditated, danced and 
chanted enough, and that I lugged 
my own lifelong baggage with me. 

It is false to have readers believe 
yours is the last word on the story. 
Anyone who is intrigued and wants to 
become involved in Renewal beware. 
Mind your senses. Trust your judg
ment and remember that if it appears 
too good to be true, it probably is. 
Best, however, is to stay away. 
Joyce Wolpert 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Conscientious Objection: 
Riskin Responds to Steinmetz 
I strongly disagree with Rabbi 
Steinmetz's interpretation of the 
Tosefta (Forum, December 1994, p. 
16) which I believe justifies "right of 
conscience exemption from the IDF 
[Israel Defense Force]." It is impor
tant to note that the Torah, Mishna, 
Tosefta and Talmud all make a clear 
distinction between an obligatory war 
of self-defense and a voluntary war 
which is not so clear cut. In the for
mer case, there are no exemptions; in 
the latter case, there are: "Whosoever 
has become engaged but has not yet 
married, has planted a vineyard but 
has not yet tasted of its fruits, has 
built a home but has not yet moved 
into it, is fearful, and is tenderheart
ed" (Deuteronomy 20:8). In each of 
these instances, the soldier in ques
tion is considered to be unable to 
fight with a full heart. The overlying 
principle is that, since the war is vol
untary and not obligatory, certain 
individuals who may have legitimate 
subjective justification for choosing 
not to fight may exercise that option. 

It is important to note that the word 

used by Rabbi Akiva in the Tosefta 
(Sotah 7:22) is rahman, a compassionate 
individual, and not a pahdan, a coward. 
This clearly confirms my contention 
and not that of Rabbi Steinmetz. 

In sum, the difference between an 
army in a democratic society and an 
army in a totalitarian society is the 
right of an individual soldier to exer
cise his principles of conscience and 
claim an exemption as long as we are 
not dealing with a war of self-defense 
in which every Jewish life is at stake. 

It goes without saying that such an 
individual must be willing to take the 
consequence of his act and even go to 
prison if the democratically elected 
government of Israel believes that to 
be necessary. 
Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 
Efrat, Israel 

Rabbi Steinmetz responds: 
1. It is clear in halachah that one must 
resist the government when it asks one to 
violate halachah's moral and religious 
standards (Kiddushin 42b, Sanhedrin 
49a, Maimonides Melachim 3:9). 

Rabbi Riskin does not cite these sources, 
because he admits there is no violation of 
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halachah in evacuating settlements. 
However, hepnyposes that individual sol
diers may decide that what their government 
is doing is unwise, and therefore choose to 
resist folbwing orders, as long as they are 
willing lo go to jail. 

This idea runs counter to every halachic. 
norm, relating to the state and army. If no 
moral issues are involved, one may not dis
obey the monarchy (Sanhedrin 49a, 
Maimonides Melachim 3:8). The present 
Israeli government is, in the eyes of many 
religious Zionists, the governmental equiv
alent of the monarchy (see former chief 
Rabbi Isaac Halevi Herzog's Heichal 
Yitzchak, Orach Chayim 37-39). 

2. Rabbi Riskin again cites the Tosefta 
Sotah (7:22) as a proof. This Tosefta is a 
comment on the verse in Deuteronomy 
(20:8) that says "And the captains contin
ued to speak to the nation and said: who 
is the man that is fearful and tender heart
ed, let him return home and he should not 
melt the heart of his brother as his own. " 
On this verse the Tosefta comments: 

Rabbi Akiva said: "fearful" is to be 
understood in its simple meaning. For 
what additional reason does it say 'tender 
hearted"? That even [if one is] the mighti
est of mighty, and strongest of strong, but 
he is compassionate /rah man ], lie would 
return [from the war], for it says "and he 
should not melt the heart oj his brother as 
his own." 

The question one must ask is, what does 
Rabbi Akiva mean by "compassionate"? 
Rabbi Akiva does not, as Rabbi Riskin 
asserts, refer to all compassionate peof)le 
who do not want to kill. If this were so, all 
Jews ivould have to be exempt from military 
service, because a hallmark ofjewishness is 
that Jews are compassionate (rahmanim). 

The context of the Tosefta clearly indi
cates that the compassionate person is sent 
home so that "he should not melt the heart 
of his brother as his own. " Rabbi Akiva is 
talking about a strong man with an emo
tional disability; he cannot kill. We are 
afraid that cm the battlefield he will ruin 
the morale of the army because he will 
retreat and not follow orders. 

Rabbi Riskin claims that in an obligatory 
ivar there are no exemptions. Therefore he con
cludes that all the exemptions in a voluntary 
war (i.e., neiv house, neivwife, new field, fear 
and tenderheartedness) are not given because 
of morale, but because of "legitimate subjective 
justification " not to fight. There are several 
problems xvith this argument. 

The fearful and tenderhearted soldier is 
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required to do support work for the army. 
They are not exempt from helping the mili
tary achieve its goals, but only from combat 
because ihey lack morale. If we are recog
nizing an individual's right to protest the 
military's objectives, why do we make him 
do support xoork ? 

When we say in the Mishnah Sotah 
(44a) that in an obligatory war "all go to 
war, even the groom from his room and the 
bride from her canopy " some go in support 
roles, and others in combat roles (see 
Radvaz Melachim 7:4 for a similar inter
pretation). A fearful and tenderhearted, sol

dier who has an emotional disability that 
would cause him to ruin morale would 
only go to the front in a support role. In 
fact, it is forbidden to send a fearful soldier 
into battle (Minhat Hinuch 526). 
Chaim Steinmetz, Rabbi 
Fleetwood Synagogue 
Mt. Vernon, New York 

The Concern of Non-Jewish 
Argentinians 
I am writing in response to Pedro 
Brieger's interesting article, 
"Argentina's Jews After the Bomb: 
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From Scapegoats to Pariahs" 
(December 1994). For the record, it is 
not true that "not a single non-Jewish 
public personality spoke" at the mas
sive rally in Buenos Aires to protest 
the bombing. My fiancee's mother 
and sister both attended the rally and 
state that President Carlos Menem 
addressed the crowd. To show solidar
ity with the Jewish community, the 
highest representatives of the 
Catholic Church and of different 
political parties sat on the stage with 
President Menem. 

Mr. Brieger's contention that "the 
majority of the demonstrators were, 
of course, Jewish," is unlikely. The size 
of the rally, 150,000 according to the 
New York Times (July 22, 1994), 
approached the size of Argentina's 
total Jewish population, only 250,000 
according to Mr. Brieger's own article. 
Moreover, outrage over the attack was 
widespread beyond the Jewish com
munity, given that dozens of the vic
tims were nonjews who were outside 
of the AMIA at the wrong time. I 
recall one demonstrator's sign from a 
photograph in the international edi
tion of La Nacion, "Hoy somas lodos 
fudios," "Today we are all Jews." 

Many Argentinians recall the days of 
terrorism during the military regime, 
which ended more than a decade ago, 
and have no intention of returning to 
that era before democracy. Perhaps 
partly for this reason, most Buenos 
Aires businesses closed for two days in 
a display of national mourning. 

Cities throughout the country held 
memorial services for the AMIA 
bombing victims. At one service in 
Villaguay, Argentina, a remote area in 
the gaucho country where my 
fiancee's family lives, nearly the entire 
community attended, the vast majority 
of whom are not Jewish. 

Without minimizing the pain and 
devastation that the AMIA bombing 
caused the Argentine Jewish commu
nity, one should not overlook the out
pouring of grief of nonjews in this 
largely Catholic country. 

Richard S. Geller 
Morehead, Kentucky 

Animal Research Has 
No Scientific Value 
I wish to express strong disagreement 
with the responsum (December 1994) 
by Rabbi Judith Z. Abrams and Steven 



A. Abrams, M.D. on the Jewish view of 
the use of animals for medical 
research to aid humans. 

The authors correctly state that 
Judaism puts higher value on humans 
than on non-human animals and that, 
therefore, animals may be used to 
cure human diseases, as long as their 
suffering is minimized. However, 
many scientists and doctors have con
cluded that basing medical practice 
on animal experimentation is not 
effective because of differences bet
ween animals and human beings, 
and that far more lives can be saved 
by a shift toward nutritious vege
tarian diets and other positive life
style changes. 

As Robert S. Mendelsohn, M.D., a 
syndicated columnist and bestselling 
author of medical books, put it, "The 
reason I am against animal research is 
because I know it doesn't work, it has 
no scientific value, and every good sci
entist knows that." Over 1,000 similar 
quotes from noted medical authori
ties are in the book, 1,000 Doctors (and 
Many More) Against Vivisection, by 
Hans Ruesch. In contrast to the views 
of the Abramses, medical historian 
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Call lor our free catalog. 

Offer expires 5/31/95 

156 2nd Ave. (comer 10th Street) NY, NY 10003 

1-800-
800-692-3354 NYC-DELI 

Maybe we haven't 
been around for 4000 
years, but we were first 
to provide nationwide 
relocation guidance on 
available congregations, 

community centers and even kosher 
butchers. Hand-picked REALTORS 
from across the country can help you 
find the ideal home, in just the right 
location and with the best schools 
- all at no charge to you. 

If you're planning to buy a home in 
a new city, call GULD first. We'll help 
make your exodus a little smoother. 

GULD& ASSOCIATES 
NATIONWIDE RELOCATION SERVICES 

Call us tollfree 1-800-233-GULD 
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Brandon Reines has documented that 
key discoveries in svich areas as heart 
disease and cancer were achieved 
through clinical research, observation 
of patients, and human autopsy; at 
best, results of animal tests gave 
results that paralleled findings in 
humans. 

If medical experiments today fulfill 
Jewish injunctions about the humane 
treatment of animals, why are they car
ried out in such secrecy, and how come 
hidden cameras have revealed callous 
and brutal treatment of animals? 
Richard H. Schwartz, Ph.D. 
Staten Island, New York 
The writer is the author of Judaism and 
Vegetarianism 

Dominion Can 
Also Mean Protection 
Thousands of physicians who are 
members of the Medical Research 
Modernization Committee and the 
Physicians' Committee for 
Responsible Medicine believe that 
animal experimentation is an outdated 
methodology. 

Most advances in the understanding 
of human health problems have come 
about through clinical studies involv
ing actual human patients. Testing var
ious substances on non-human animals, 
whether it be drugs, or the "life-saving 
chemical [s]" to which the Abramses 
refer, makes little sense given the dif
ferences in anatomy, physiology, bio
chemistry, and metabolism between 
different species. 

All new therapies are tested on 
humans before they can be used to 
treat humans, and all medical articles 
that concern animal experiments 
warn the readers that the application 
of the results to humans is uncertain. 

In the Torah, we are given domin
ion over other animals, as the 
Abramses point out. This can be 
looked at as a mandate to protect and 
care for the members of other 
species, rather than as permission to 
use tJhem in any way we please. 

All animals used in experiments 
suffer, whether the suffering be pain, 
mental anguish, fear, or the loss of 
liberty and the opportunity to social
ize with other members of their 
species that is an integral part of the 
experimental milieu. 

The medical establishment and 
the pharmaceutical industry have a 
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lot to gain from having the public 
believe that animal experiments are 
good for human health (about sev
eral billion taxpayer dollars). 
Marjorle Cramer, M.D., President 
National Organization of Mohalim and Mohalot 
New York, New York 

How To Use Animals For Healing 
Contrary to what the Abramses say, 
the regulations and university com
mittees in place for animal experi
mentation provide assurances of nei
ther efficacy nor adequate animal 
care, as indicated by the growing 
number of committee-approved 
experiments later closed down when 
animal activists exposed abuses, 
including baboon head injury experi
ments at the University of Pennsylva
nia, barbiturate withdrawal in cats at 
Cornell, and shooting cats in the 
head to study battlefield injury at 
Louisiana State. 

Animals can be used for human heal
ing, but not by brutalizing them. 
Cardiologists and geriatricians know 
that healing occurs with animal com
panionship; psychiatrists know that 
healing occurs with pet-facilitated treat
ment; and psychotherapists know of the 
spiritual healing provided by animals. 

The number of animals used in 
research declines annually. After 
spending hundreds of millions of dol
lars on futile anti-cancer experiments 
using mice, the National (lancer 
Institute finally abandoned the failed 
mouse-as-a-model-of-a-man approach 
in favor of in vitro methodologies, 
human genome exploration, and clin
ical trials, rather than animal studies. 

Nonetheless, despite the fact that 
animal experimentation has virtually 
eliminated certain animal species, such 
as India's rhesus macaque monkey pop
ulation (to the point where the Indian 
government banned the exportation of 
these monkeys to laboratories), bal tosh-
rhil, the prohibition against wanton 
destruction, continues to be violated. 

The few pro-vivisectionist argu
ments offered by the Abramses are 
meager. Most of the research endeav
ors resulting in the 56 Nobel Prizes 
did involve animal research, but did 
not depend on it. 

Together with the 27 Nobel Prize 
projects that contained no animal 
research at all, it is clear that animal 
research played only a small role in 
important biomedical breakthroughs. 

Nobel Laureate Joshua Lederberg 
himself indicts routine animal tests as 
"almost all worthless." Animal tests 
were involved in every medical discov
ery only because they were required by 
the FDA before any new drug was 
marketed. 

If scientists had always depended 
on animal research, we would not 
today have aspirin (which causes birth 
defects in rats and mice and fetal 
damage in pregnant dogs, poisons 

cats, and has no effect on horses), 
penicillin (which kills guinea pigs and 
hamsters), and digitalis (which wors
ens congestive heart failure in dogs, 
but helps it in humans). 

Eventually, every new medical 
product is tested on humans. Rather 
than relying on animal experiments, 
which frequently offer either a false 
sense of security, as experience with 
thalidomide, DES, and other harmful 
drugs has shown, or on "scientific" 
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Please call us at I - 8 0 0 - 3 4 6 - I 5 2 3 . O r mail or fax us the form below. 

We think you'll agree that our exquisite reproduction of these Shlomo 
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representative color plates.) To order, enclose ,i check made out to Stuart Allen Books ot 

write your MasterCard or Visa number here: 

Lxpires: 

Signature: 

Number ordered: .Amount enclosed: (California residents please add 7.25"„ sales tax. 

Please be sure to sign your name and provide your name and address on the form above. 
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grounds to abandon potentially use
ful products, we should rely instead 
on faster, safer, and more economical 
methodologies, such as epidemiologi
cal trials, computer models, and cell 
and tissue cultures. 

For every example provided by the 
Abramses to demonstrate the contri
bution of animal research, several 
could be offered to show how it actu
ally retarded medical progress, some
times for decades. Examples include 
bypass surgery, organ transplant 
surgery, knowledge of the harmful 

effects of smoking and alcohol con
sumption, and—according to Sabin 
himself—the polio vaccine. 
Nina Natelson, President 
Concern for Helping Animals in Israel (CHAD 

Murry J. Cohen, M.D. 
Psychiatrist 
Annandale, Virginia 

No Simple Answer 
There is no simple answer to the 
ongoing debate over whether animals 
can be used in medical research to aid 
humans in view of Jewish law as dictat-

hen you 
can't be there 

for them, we're 
there for you. 

It's 4:30 a.m. and the phone is 
ringing. If you are caring for parents 
long distance, this could be your 
worst nightmare. 

Now one call can link you to a geriatric specialist on the staff of 
the Jewish Family Service nearest your loved ones. Each is highly 
trained to assess your parent's needs right in their home. 

We work closely with the Columbia /HCA Network of health 
services offering you immediate access to medical/surgical care, 
hospitals, doctors and specialized programs. 

We will supervise all medical care and support and provide you 
with an update on your parent's progress on a regular basis. 

If you are concerned about your parents, you should know more 
about Jewish Family and Children's Agencies and the Columbia/ 
H C A Network of health services. Together, we are ready to provide 
the resources you can depend on. So, if you can't be there when they 
need you, you don't have to worry yourself sick over it. 

For compassionate, caring assistance, call 

1-800-634-7346 
Association of Jewish Family and Children's Agencies 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 

AGENCIES OF 
FLORIDA & GEORGIA 

COLUMBIA/HCA 
Healthcare Corporation 

A new commitment to healthcare together 

ed by the Torah. I write as an obser
vant Jew with longstanding experience 
as a scientist and advisor on issues 
regarding animal experimentation 
and biomedical research. 

To promote the humane and respon
sible use of animals in biomedical 
research, many advisory groups helped 
promulgate the present National 
Institute of Health Guide for the (iire 
and Use of Laboratory Animals, and the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services policy and assurances governing 
the use of animals in research. 

While there is little doubt that regu
lations are well-intentioned, their 
implementation and oversight is often 
problematic. Compliance depends not 
only on following the various commit
tee activities and mandates, but also on 
the commitment of individual investi
gators and their support staff to the 
underlying principles. In other words, 
it is only through self-regulation that 
an individual accepts the tenet that ani
mals must be treated in a manner than 
minimizes pain and suffering and 
accords them respect, and learns not 
to take their lives for frivolous, inconse
quential or duplicative research. 

The need to foster this approach 
applies across the board to all acade
mic institutions and industrial con
cerns. If concern for animal well-
being were on a plane comparable to 
that of humankind, and if experimen
tation performed on animals would 
inflict no pain or suffering beyond 
that which would be voluntarily toler
ated by ourselves, then much of the 
question surrounding whether we 
have the right to use animals in 
research to benefit humans would be 
mollified. We should not be compla
cent about the continuing need for 
vigilance to assure humane and ethi
cal concerns for all sentient beings. 

W. Jean Dodds, D.V.M., President 
Hemopet 
Santa Monica, California 

The Abramses respond 
We appreciate the interest our responsum 
has generated and agree that discussion 
within the Jewish community of these 
issues is important. 

We stand fry our statements regarding 
the importance of research using animals 
and of the careful consideration given 
each animal research protocol by the 
Animal Protocol Review Committee at 
Baylor College of Medicine. None of the 
respondents provides any specific evidence 
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contradicting these statements, our state
ments regarding the acceptance of humane
ly performed research using animals in the 
Jewish tradition, or our example of the crit
ical role animal research played in develop
ing medications to care for prematurely 
born infants. The limited length alloted for 
our responsum restricted the number of 
examples xve could provide. 

We agree with Dr. Dodds that toe should, 
not be "complacent about the continuing 
need for vigilance" regarding the ethical 
treatment of animals. Our responsum 
specifically explained that only with such 
vigilance is animal research acceptable 
under the Jewish tradition. 

Finally, as a physician and scientist, I 
(S. Alrrams), must take exception to the 
quote from Dr. Mendelsohn, provided try Dr. 
Schwartz, that "every good scientist knows 
that [animal research doesn 'I work and has 
no scientific value]. " The inappropriateness 
of such blanket statements is self-evident. 
Steven A. Abrams, M.D. 
Rabbi Judith Z. Abrams, Ph.D 
Houston, Texas 
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YouVe never enjoyed real Matzot 
until you've had original 

hand-made Shmurah Matzot 

Would Moses and the Israelites recognize 
those square, identical, machine-produced 
Matzot they sell in the supermarket? 

Hardly! 
The Matzot our ancestors enjoyed were 

round, hand-rolled, fire baked Matzot. The 
kind that are impossible to mass pro
duce.The kind of Matzot — Shmurah Matzot 
— still being painstakingly hand-baked in 
a tiny brick-oven bakery in Brooklyn. 

These Shmurah Matzot are guaranteed 
to give a whole new flavor and energy 
to your seder. They'll stimulate conversa
tion. Generate curiosity. Excite the children. 
And make the Exodus saga come alive in 
the most rewarding and generation-
connecting way. 

Now, you no longer have to live 

No seder should be without it! 
Order now while supplies la°* 

in Brooklyn to get crisp, delicious, 100% 
authentic Shmurah Matzot. 

Just dial 1-800-SHMURAH and a set of 
three Matzot will be shipped to you in a 
special protective package for only $12.90. 
Or for just $19.90 we'll ship a full pound — 
enough for two scdarim. (Prices include s/h.) 

Order now. The cost is so reasonable — 
the results immeasurable. But please, place 
your order immediately. These delicious, 
authentic Matzot 
are hand made, 
and supplies are 
very limited. 

1-800-SHMURAH (1-800-746-8724) 
Delivering original hand-made Passover Matzot to your door 
Calls taken 24 hours a day except Shabbat. Visa, MasterCard and Amex accepted. 



FRANCINE KLAGSBRUN 

Consciously restricting zvhat xve eat, not 
because we are dieting but because we 
adhere to a religious code lifts eating out of 
the ordinariness of life. 

I t used to be, when I was invited to 
d inne r parties and told the hosts 
that I observe kashrut, the Jewish 
dietary laws, I could instantly sense 

their regret at having extended the invi
tation. "What'd we let ourselves in for?" 
I imagined them asking as I went down 
the list of foods I could not eat or 
preparations that were unacceptable. 

Not any more. So many people these 
days have their own diet constraints 
that party hosts have come to see keep
ing kosher as just another eating habit, 
and not a terribly exotic one at that. Or, 
as one woman said as I began my litany 
of rules, "Forget it. We've got a vege
tarian, a lactose-intolerant guest, a low-
cholesterol dieter, and someone aller
gic to chocolate coming to this party. 
There ' s no th ing special about your 
requirements." 

Oh, but there is. And though 1 know 
I should be pleased by the turn of 
events that has made kashrut one more 
alternative in a culture of possibilities, 
I'm actually unhappy about it. The lev
eling of dietary restrictions that places 
everybody's practices on an equal plane 
diminishes the uniqueness of the 
Jewish codes and detracts from the 
meaning and purpose behind them. 

But what is that meaning and pur
pose? Why should we see these rules 
as special? 

For years—and still today—people 
emphasized the health aspects of the 
dietary laws. Undercooked pork can 
carry a parasite that causes trichinosis, 
they said. Shellfish are sources of sal
monella, they point out. 

A recent report in the New York Times 
noted that the sale of kosher foods has 
more than doubled since a decade ago, 
although only about 25 percent of the 
kosher food consumers are Jewish. The 
rest are buying these products because 
they consider them more sanitary. 

Yet hygiene is not the under ly ing 
intent of the rules of kashrut. Chicken 

and eggs can also carry salmonella, 
pork cooked properly is no more dan
gerous than beef or lamb, and nobody 
will ever give chopped liver the health 
food award of the year. Cleanliness may 
be a side benefit of kosher products, 
but to reduce biblical dietary laws to 
matters of hygiene is no better than 
equating them with the latest food fads. 

Rather, at the heart of kashrut lies 
the concept of holiness, of humans 
created in Cod's image striving for the 
holy that emanates from that image. 
"For I the Lord am your Cod: you shall 
sanctify yourselves and be holy, for I am 
holy," states the book of Leviticus 
(11:44), as it lists the clean and the 
unclean, the accepted and rejected for 
human consumption. 

How do food prohibit ions lead to 
holiness? One way is in the nature of 
those prohibitions. Biblical laws regard 
as clean, for example, only those ani
mals that have cleft hooves and chew 
their cud. These features, many schol
ars have pointed out, typify herbivorous 
animals that neither prey on nor eat 
the flesh of others. That characteristic 
is in keeping with the original act of 
creation, in which both humans and 
animals were vegetarians, living off 
fruits and plants. Though after the 
Flood humans were given permission 
to eat meat, dietary laws that eliminate 
carnivorous animals from the human 
table recall that earlier, ideal state. 

Moreover, rules that prohibit carniv
orous animals, that forbid eating a crea
ture's blood, that outlaw the torn flesh 
of an animal that has been preyed 
upon underline the significance of all 
life, even that which humans may use 
as food. 

But there is more to the holiness 
associated with kashrut. The act of con
sciously restricting what we eat, not 
because we are dieting but because we 
adhere to a religious code is a special 
kind of self-restraint. It lifts eating out 

of the ordinariness of life and gives it 
meaning beyond itself. For this reason 
I disagree with people who say that veg
etarianism is the highest fulfillment of 
the laws of kashrut. 

Although license to eat meat may 
have been granted as a concession to 
human desire, once given, it required 
humans to discriminate constantly 
between the permitted and the forbid
den . Strict vegetarianism does away 
with the need for such discrimination 
and with it the ever-present awareness 
of obeying the laws. 

Ano the r kind of discrimination 
forms another kind of holiness. That 
is the separateness that accepting the 
biblical commands imposes. The orig
inal decrees were surely intended to 
separate the Israelites from neighbor
ing, pagan peoples and make them a 
"holy people to the Lord" (Deuter
onomy 14:21). 

Over the centuries, Jewish separate
ness, and especially the dietary laws, 
became the target of persecutors . 
Countless martyrs went to their deaths 
refusing to violate a single precept . 
Observing these laws now is a way of 
identifying with the early Israelites and 
the later martyrs, with all who sought to 
sanctify their lives through their sepa
rateness. It 's a way of joining hands 
with a holy community. 

So what do I do the next time some
one lumps kashrut with a new choles
terol craze? Maybe bring a Bible as a 
bread and butter gift, with dietary reg
ulations marked off. I may never get 
another invitation, but I will have made 
a point. ® 

Francine Klagsbrun writes and lectures 
extensively on social, religious, and family 
issues. Her most recent booh is Mixed 
Feelings: Love, Hate Rivalry, and 
Reconciliation Among Brothers and 
Sisters (Bantam, 1992). 
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A penchant for statist solutions permeates the 
Jewish communal world. Thejetvish community s 
love affair with liberalism will only lead to our 
political isolation. 

J ews, it appears, are out of touch 
with America or at least that vast 
geographical (if not ideological) 
expanse between Hollywood and 

the U p p e r West Side. And so a re 
Jewish organizations. For even as the 
rest of the country reassesses "politics 
as usual," Jewish community relations 
organizat ions dig in their heels to 
defend a superannuated liberalism. 

We all know the numbers. Exit polls 
suggest that 78 percent of the Jews voted 
for Democratic congressional candidates 
last November. Local election results do 
not significantly differ. About one-third 
of New York Jews voted for George 
Palaki, the Republican victor in New 
York's gubernatorial race. Forty-one per
cent in California voted for Pete Wilson. 
Only one ethnic group—the Black com
munity—pulled the Democratic lever 
more often. But even among Blacks the 
shift to the Republican column was 
greater than among Jews. 

In the alphabet soup of Jewish com
munal life, Jewish organizations, be 
they the National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council (NJCRAC) 
or the American Jewish Congress, see 
conservative perspectives on domestic 
issues as at best irrelevant. If you study 
the domestic agenda of the Reform 
movement's Religious Action Center or 
the yearly agenda of the NJCRAC, they 
read as if they were generated by the 
Democratic National Committee. 

Jewish organizations defend their 
commitment to liberal ideology on two 
grounds. First, they argue that political 
liberalism is demanded by Jewish val
ues; second, they suggest that they must 
support liberal positions to create the 
so-called "liberal" coalitions that have 
traditionally supported Jewish interests. 

It is time for the Jewish community to 
reevaluate both these proposit ions. 
UnlessJewish communal organizations 
rethink what constitutes Jewish public 
policy, they are in danger of becoming 

marginalized in the truly historic public 
policy debates now under way. 

AIPAC shows the way when it asserts 
that support for Israel is not just ajewish 
issue but an American issue. It is that 
bipartisan bedrock of Jewish and yes, 
Christian support that will buttress Israel, 
for example, against the fiscal year '96 
budget cutting winds. 

In domestic areas, however, the situa
tion is more problematic. The Jewish 
community's apparent commitment to 
statist solutions in providing "for the 
domestic welfare" leaves them out of 
touch with the new conservative majori
ty. But there is no reason that Jewish con
cerns for tzedekah and I'M tin olam can
not be fulfilled as they have been for 
generations—without signing on to the 
liberal agenda. 

In addit ion, Jewish organizations 
must reevaluate their views on affirma
tive action and quotas and recognize 
that there is simply no Jewish reason for 
the Jewish communtiy to support race-
based social policies premised on equal
ity of outcome. They need to reject the 
kind of multiversity that leads to a balka-
nized America where the American 
dream is divvied up by race, gender and 
class. Judaism has always championed 
the worth and rights of individuals; an 
America based on group rights is not 
an America where thejei-wish commu
nity will prosper and flourish. 

Jewish groups can do a great deal to 
help this country make the necessary dis
tinctions between a racial spoils system and 
voluntary outreach programs that encour
age equality of opportunity. Why aren't 
Jewish communal lawyers charged to struc
ture consitutionally licit forms of minority 
outreach instead of acquiescing to racial 
allocation schemes that corrupt the 
American dream? 

Our communal refusal to take cre
ative and proactive positions hurts us in 
the school choice debate as well. For an 
earlier generation there can be no doubt 

that the public school was the gateway to 
America. Parents who spoke only Yiddish 
t/vdkdas the public schools took their 
"green" children and made Americans 
of them. 

But we should not allow the past to 
ride the future. The mantra of Jewish 
community politics today is "continu
ity." Jewish day schools are seen, almost 
universally, as the cornerstone of build
ing our community's generational sur
vival. What is the point of Jewish lead
ers talking up day schools if the Jewish 
middle class must beggar itself to pay 
for them? They ought to be supporting 
school choice initiatives wherever pos
sible. Instead, the organized commu
nity reflexively adds brick upon brick to 
build an even higher "wall" separating 
church and state. 

There are legitimate constitutional 
issues here. But instead of opposing the 
very concept ah initio, Jewish commu
nal organizations should use their con
siderable legal talent to help structure 
creative financial support mechanisms 
that will both pass const i tut ional 
muster and assist parents who want a 
plurality of education choice for their 
children. We are, after all, something 
o the r than the National Education 
Association. 

It's time lor Jewish communal organi
zations to focus on Jewish communal 
interests, not abstract social theory. If they 
did so they would lead the Jewish com
munity into creative dialogue with the 
new conservative majority. They would 
revisit the Jewish community's love affair 
with liberalism and reassess traditional 
political ideologies and alliances. To do 
otherwise is to place our community on 
a road that leads to political isolation. '8' 

Marshall J. Breger is a Senior Fellow at the 
Heritage Foundation in Washington, D.C., 
and a visiting professor at the Catholic 
University Law School. 
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SHLOMO RISKIN 

We dare not continue a peace process that 
leaves us even more vulnerable to death and 
destruction. 

I should be a most likely supporter of 
the D e c l a r a t i o n of P r inc ip l e s 
(DOP) signed in Oslo and of the 
peace agreement we are negotiat

ing with Yasser Arafat a n d his 
"Palestinian Authority." After all, one 
of the names of God and the entire 
Messianic ideal is "peace." My two sons 
b o t h serve in the Israel i Defense 
Forces (IDF); my two sons-in-law serve 
in the army reserves. My teacher and 
mentor , Rav Joseph B. Soloveitchik, 
was a vocal p r o p o n e n t of "land for 
peace"—especially in a manner which 
would enable the population of Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza to rule over them
selves and would free Israel from the 
difficult, dangerous and demeaning 
task of occupat ion . Indeed , I am a 
member of the steering committee of 
"Third Way," a movement founded by 
former Laborites who stand for peace, 
compromise and security. 

And yet, sadly, I do not support con
tinuing negotiations with Yasser Arafat, 
and, according to several opinion polls, 
ne i ther does a majority of Israelis, 
including President Ezer Weizman. The 
continued implementation of the Oslo 
accords is likely to erode Israeli security 
further and endanger the very existence 
of the state. The land already given up 
has not produced peace, nor even a slow
down in the intifada; the concessions 
made have led only to increased terror
ism throughout Israel and demands for 
East Jerusalem to become the capital of 
the new Palestinian state. Apparently, 
concessions only lead to greater terror
ism as the terrorists begin to taste the 
fruits of their strategy. Negotiation pred
icated upon what the Palestinian side 
finds acceptable is doomed to result in 
loss of Israeli life and security. 

The Oslo accord left many issues 
open. It insisted, however, that in the 
first stage Israel cede Judea , Samaria 
and Gaza to the Palestinian Authority, 
with the exception of Israeli settle

ments, the area around the settlements 
required to safeguard Israeli citizens, 
and Jerusalem. The final status of these 
exceptions is to be determined in 1996. 
In Jericho, a limited, armed Palestinian 
police force was to be established, hun
dreds of Palestinian prisoners were to be 
freed, and the continued implementa
tion of further concessions was to be 
dependent upon the success of the first 
stage. In turn, Arafat pledged to nullify 
the PLO Charter, which calls for the 
destruction of the State of Israel, and 
to condemn, as well as hold in check, 
terrorist activities against us. Prime 
Minister Rabin further justified freeing 
prisoners and arming a 9,000-strong 
Palestinian police force by assuring us 
on television and in the Knesset that the 
PLO would join us in fighting the more 
extreme Hamas, giving us a security 
edge against terrorism. Indeed, said the 
Prime Minister inelegantly, the PLO 
would not be subject to the moral 
restraints limiting the IDF. 

What has happened since the Oslo 
accord? As of this writing, Feb. 5, 1995, 
124 Israelis have been murdered by ter
rorists—twice the number murdered 
in any comparable 18-month period 
before Oslo. The PLO Covenant has not 
been amended and statements in favor 
of the armed struggle by figures such 
as Palestinian Authority spokesmen Jabil 
Rajoub and Farouk Kaddoumi have not 
been condemned, nor have the speakers 
been demoted or punished. 

The number of Palestinian police has 
swelled to at least 12,000, according to 
Peace Watch, an independent nonpar
tisan Israeli g roup moni tor ing the 
accord, and to as many as 15,000, 
according to Terry Yasser, supervisor of 
United Nations activities in Gaza. The 
Palestinian Authority was to submit to 
the Israelis in advance a list of candi
dates for the Palestinian police—and 
Israel had the right of veto. Such lists 
have never been submitted. Is it any won

der that at least three terrorist incidents 
against Israel—on Dec. 16 and 25, 1994 
and Jan. 2, 1995—were perpetrated by 
Palestinian policemen themselves, 
armed with weapons we suppliedPAt 
least five terrorist acts have been carried 
out by former prisoners freed at Arafat's 
insistence, including the kidnapping-
murder of Nachson Wachsman and the 
Jan . 22 suicide bombing in Beit Lid 
(outside of Netanya) which claimed 21 
lives and left 62 wounded. Members of 
the Fatah military arm of the PLO have 
themselves been responsible for at least 
eight terrorist attacks against Israel, and, 
according to Aaron Lerner of 
Independen t Media Review and 
Analysis, half of the arms now held by 
the PLO "army" have not been regis
tered in Israel. In earlyjanuary, a missile 
was thrown into the home of an Israeli 
in Hebron. 

The Palestinian police have further 
violated the DOP by failing to imprison 
potential aggressors and punish or 
extradite perpetrators, including two 
cousins whom Israeli intelligence 
charge with the murder of Afula resi
dent Uri Megidish in March 1993 
(Guest Colum, MOMENT, February 
1995). Reluctant round-ups target polit
ical rather than military activists; the 
overwhelming majority are released 
after 24 hours. They even released two 
Hamas activists who had been involved 
in the May 20, 1994 murder of two 
Israeli soldiers at the Erez checkpoint. 

Meanwhile, the Palestinian police 
have imprisoned, tor tured and even 
murdered countless Arab informers, 
according to press accounts, severely 
jeopardizing our network for ferreting 
out terrorists. 

Not only is the Palestinian Authority 
not cooperating with us against Hamas, 
they are clearly cooperating with Hamas 
against us, according to commentators 
like Ehud Yaari of Israel TV. Arafat 
refuses to condemn specifically and by 
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name Hamas terrorists and continual
ly calls for the release of imprisoned 
Hamas members, including their spiri
tual leader, Sheikh Yassin. Under these 
conditions, how can we make further 
concessions, and propose to redeploy 
the IDF from cities in J u d e a and 
Samaria? If the IDF leaves Kalkila, Kfar 
Saba becomes vulnerable to terrorist 
attacks; if the IDF leaves Bethlehem, 
Gilo and all of Jerusalem become vul
nerable to attack. Whether Arafat is 
unable or unwilling to prevent terror 

is beside the point; we dare not contin
ue a process that leaves us even more 
vulnerable to death and destruction. 

What are die alternatives? Our first step 
must be a clear statement concerning the 
non-negotiables: a united Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel, and the Jewish set
tlements as an integral part of the Israeli 
state. If transfer of innocent Arabs is unac
ceptable, so must be the transfer of inno
cent Israelis. There is enough land in 
this area to accommodate all peace-loving 

continued on page 70 
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DAVID FORMAN 
A RESPONSE TO RABBI RISKIN 

Nothing justifies a suicide bomber wading into 
a crowd of innocent civilians. But to stop the 
peace process is to condemn us to a never-ending 
cycle of violence. 

T he increased number of ter
rorist murders in Israel has 
left the population justifiably 
frightened. The killings have 

spared no segment of the citizenry. 
Of c o u r s e , we Israelis have s h o r t 
memories. 

It was not so terribly long ago that 
within a two-week span, we Jerusalemites 
witnessed the bus tragedy outside Motza 
that claimed 14 lives, the stabbing of two 
people outside the central post office, 
the murder of four women in a crowd
ed Jerusalem suburb. Add to this a 
refrigerator explosion in Zion Square 
that left 13 people dead, the brutal knif
ing of two boys in French Hill, a shoot
ing spree on the Ben Yehuda pedestri
an mall, and we can readily see that the 
recent wave of violence is a repulsive 
addition to a seeming Palestinian need 
to commit the most heinous crimes pos
sible to further their cause. 

That the general populace forgets 
this history of terrorism is one thing. 
That spokespersons for a particular 
political world-view choose to remem
ber those terrorist events which might 
serve their own ideological leanings is 
inexcusable. Sadly, those who oppose 
the peace process seem too ready to 
exploit the pain of terrorism's victims 
in order to put a halt to that process. 

Terrorism pays no heed to the politi
cal affiliation of any particular govern
ment. Nor do partisan labels hold up 
under close examination. Despite the 
right's claim that Prime Minister Rabin 
is "soft" on te r ror i sm, Rabin has 
always been far harsher in the terri
tories than Shamir and his coalition 
allies ever were. Terrorism has been 
an on-going reality in Israel well 
before the Oslo accords. 

The recent wave of terrorist atroci
ties should not be belittled by recount
ing previous atrocities, but recalling 
what we have experienced in the past 
helps place the present reality into per

spective. Indeed, a hard look into the 
future tells us that even should "peace 
break out," terrorism will not vanish 
from the Israeli scene. Therefore , 
using the current violence as a lobby
ing tool to stall the present peace nego
tiations seems crass and cynical. 

There is no alternative to a peace 
posture. To claim otherwise is disin
genuous. The only real alternative for 
those who oppose negotiations with 
the PLO is one that has singularly 
failed—the resurrection of oppressive 
measures in the territories which were 
employed well before the outbreak of 
the intifada, and given justification by 
the intifada. 

Closing the territories is a case in 
point. No matter how painful it is for 
those of us who have lost loved ones to 
the horrendous scourge of Islamic ter
rorism, Israel has a responsibility not to 
commit an entire population to live in 
dire poverty. Collective punishment is 
morally wrong. Cutting off one's eco
nomic viability is cruel. After years of 
exploiting cheap Arab labor do we now 
fire Palestinians who built settlements 
like Efrat without according them the 
social benefits that we would be required 
to provide Israelis? Such measures 
heighten one's frustration and lead to 
increased desperate acts of violence. 

It is too easy to hold Palestinians 
exclusively responsible for violations 
of the Oslo accords. And while one 
can bewail the fact that Palestinians, 
through their covenant, dream of sit
ting in Lod and Ramla, their reality 
features Israelis occupying Jenin and 
Tulkarm. (I wonder how Palestinians, 
or for that matter the Jordanians, feel 
when they hear the Likud a n t h e m , 
which calls for Israeli sovereignty on 
both sides of the Jordan.) We are not 
responsible for imp lemen t ing the 
Palestinians' covenantal desires. We 
are responsible for implementing our 
own covenant, which tells us "the work 

of r ighteousness shall be peace" 
(Isaiah 32:17). Those who raise the 
issue of the PLO charter as a reason to 
halt the peace talks do so in an his
torical vacuum, which can turn out to 
be an "occupational" hazard. For what 
is occupation? How has it been carried 
out pr ior to and since signing the 
Oslo accords? 

Images can take on a life of their own. 
When etched into the public psyche 
they can become a powerful force, col
oring the very nature of a society—or 
inviting glib analogies that often disre
gard historical or sociological analysis. 
Think of the picture of a Viet Cong boy 
being executed by a South Vietnamese 
officer. That image became a symbol of 
the brutalization of a society. Stopping 
the peace process will bring back earlier 
images of the intifada, when an Israeli 
soldier firing indiscriminately at flee
ing Arab children seemed to become a 
symbol of our society. 

None of this justifies a suicide 
bomber wading into a crowd of inno
cent civilians. But to stop the peace 
process as a result only serves to let 
the security forces off the hook from 
finding legitimate ways to protect us. 
To use such actions in order to claim 
some moral high ground for stopping 
the peace process not only whitewash
es the history of the occupation, but 
also denies our own violations of the 
Oslo accords, violations which include 
closing the territories, severely limiting 
access toJerusalem, allowing settlers to 
often wreak havoc on Arab villages, 
continuing to build and expand settle
ments; along with arbitrary arrests, cur
fews, and midnight interrogations. 

No manner of Palestinian violence 
can ever excuse unbr id led Jewish 
lawlessness or propel us to exact 
vengeance, both the natural result of 
a halt in the peace process. Once we 

continued on page 72 
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MOMENTS 
BOOK OF NUMBERS 

Percent of Jewish votes cast for Democratic 
candidate in 1964 Presidential election 

90 

in 1992 Presidential election 
78 

in 1994 Congressional elections 
78 

Percent of Jews in tlie United States 
2.3 

Of the seven regular New York Times ojhed 
columnists, the number who are Jewish 

5 

• 
Number of Jewish Presidential Cabinet members 

4 out of 22 

Number of Jewish U.S. Senators in the 
current Congress 

9 out of 100 

In the last Congress 
10 

Number- of Jewish mend>ers of the House of 
Representatives in the current Congress 

25 out of 435 

In the last Congress 
33 

Unemployment rate oj Ethiopian 
immigrants in Israel 

15 

Unemployment rate of Israeli population 
excluding recent immigrants 

11 

• 
Decline in number of children per Israeli 

household in past 15 years as cited by Israel's 
Chief Rabbi 

from 2.7 to 2.2 

Sources in the order they appear: 

[ The National Jewish Democratic Council; Jewish 
Currents; Jewish Telegraphic Agency; AIPAC; United 
Jewish Appeal; Israeli Business Today; Washington 
Jewish Week; Jewish Telegraphic Agency] 
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for brochures or consult 

your professional travel agent. 
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Aging 

Parents 
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Alone In 
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details of daily care, always acting as an 
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The Bread of Our Affection 
The History of Matzoh is Anything But Dry 

A
t a Bedouin camp in the 
central Negev, south of 
Beer Sheva, women of 
the Azzazma tribe grind 

wheat between two stones, mix the 
flour with salt and water, and roll 
ou t the dough unde r practiced 
hands. Finally, they slap the rolled 
dough onto a concave metal disk 
similar to an inverted wok and 
bake it over coals on the ground. 

"Matzoh is desert bread," says 
Clinton Bailey, one of Israel's fore
most authorities on Bedouin cul
ture, as he observed the baking last 
November. "It was eaten by the 
Israelites before they went to 
Egypt. It's the staple of the 
Bedouin diet which they bake 
three times a day. To the Bedouin 
yeast is the sign of a settled peo
ple, of contamination in the city. 

"Matzoh became the central 
image of Passover because the 
Israelites, being nomads, left the 
settled area and went back to the 
desert . In the same way that 
Bedouins see themselves different
ly, Hebrews in leaving the fleshpots 
of Egypt celebrate their return to 
freedom and their disengagement 
from slavery." 

What a far cry these simple 
beginnings may seem from our 
late-20th century celebrations of 
Passover, which begins April 14. 
Grocery stores are stocking up on 
wholewheat, egg, on ion , salted, 
unsalted, even chocolate-covered, 
matzoh—not to mention kosher-
for-Passover pizza crust, blueberry 
muffins and fudge brownies. 

JOAN NATHAN 

But the eat ing and baking of 
matzoh, besides being central to 
the history of Jewish food, has 
always reflected the times and spir
it of the Jews themselves. 

In Exodus, unleavened bread is a 
symbol of both affliction and the 
journey to freedom. It is what the 
Hebrews eat, with bitter herbs, as 
they flee the Pharaoh (Exodus 
12:8); it is made part of their ensu
ing celebrat ions of Passover 
(Exodus 12:15); and it becomes a 
sacrament in their priestly rituals 
(Exodus 29:2). This is a pure mat
zoh, with no contaminat ion of 
yeast, not unlike the wafer in the 
Catholic church. Probably the only 
Jews making a similar matzoh today 

are newly arrived Yemenite Jews in 
Israel. At a recent seder in the 
Canadian Absorption Center in 
Ashkelon they prepared this bread 
for their seder by making a paste 
of flour and water, slapping it onto 
a griddle to cook, then flipping it to 
the other side, instead of baking it 
in an oven. 

The earliest matzoh was probably 
made of barley, the word matzoh 
coming from the Old Babylonian 
ma-as-sa-ar-tum, which means barley. 
It was the first grain harvested in the 
Middle East, used many centuries 
before wheat which began in about 
4000 B.C.E. Later, however, only 
wheat came to be used, a practice 
which continues today. 

Until the twentieth century, mat
zoh—in many guises throughout 

Matzoh baking in Tel Aviv. For matzoh to be kosher for Passover, no more than 18 min
utes may elapse from when water touches the flour until the dough goes into the oven. 
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the world—was round . In the 
Middle Ages matzoh often had 
decorat ions on it, and in some 
countr ies , such as Italy, it was 
almost an inch thick and did not 
crumble. This thick afikomen, the 
h idden or "dessert" matzoh, 
became a symbol of good luck. Jews 
of medieval Italy used matzoh as an 
amulet , hanging it in the house 
throughout the year or carrying it 
in a pouch or wallet, a practice con
tinued by some Italian Jews to this 
day. "In Pitigliano [matzoh] were 
about a quarter- inch thick," says 
Edda Servi Machlin, author of The 
Classic Cuisine of Italian Jews II (Giro 
Press). "They were generally oval-
shaped, more like embro ide red 
doilies with festoons all around." In 
ancient times a woman in child
birth would often bite into this mat
zoh for good luck; today the lucky 
person who finds it at the seder 
wins a prize. 

For most American Jews, howev
er, matzoh is thin, square and comes 
in a package, another aberration of 
the 20th century. Making your own 
matzoh was a tradition until 
machine-made matzoh was creat
ed. "When I lived in Hungary," says 
Hazzan Max Wohlberg, 88, of 
Washington, D.C., "we bought mat
zoh flour from our shuland brought 
it to the bakery. Together we baked 
enough matzoh for our entire fami
ly. It was a mitzvah to do this." Says 
Servi Machlin: "Even when we were 
in the woods escaping the Nazis and 
the fascists during World War II we 
made and baked our own matzohs." 

Until the 1840s, American Jews 
bought matzoh directly from their 
synagogues, where special commit
tees shaped them by hand into 
round or rectangular forms. As bak
eries went into the matzoh business 
in the mid-1800s, the debate over 
whether machine-made matzoh was 
kosher became heated. Eventually, 
observant Jews wrote to the chief 

*AntericanJewty in the Civil War, Bertram (torn, 
Philadelphia:Jewish Publication Society, 1951 

rabbi of Gleiwitz in 
Prussia to inquire 
whether it was lawful 
to use machinery to 
manufacture matzoh. 
The rabbi's response, 
published in the New 
York Asmonean on Feb. 
28, 1851, found "the 
employment of 
machinery to be law
ful. And it is permitted 
to manufacture at one 
time a larger quantity 
than that specified for 
the manipulation by hand labor....By 
the machine there can be no dread 
of leavening since that is guarded 
against in every respect...." 

T h r o u g h o u t the 1860s the 
Jewish press coast to coast ran mat
zoh ads. In 1864, for example, one 
ad in San Francisco's Hebrew 
Observer stated, 

Matzoth! The original pioneer 
Matzoth Bakery...the undersigned 
who are the Orginal Matzoth Bakers 
in this City and State most respect
fully announce to their Co-
Religionists that their arrangements 
for manufacturing Matzoth are most 
perfect....Mr. Adler is the Old Pioneer 
and First Practical Baker in California 
who undertook to furnish the above 
article. We will strictly pay obedience 
to religious duties and invite our cus
tomers for inspection. We call special 
attention to our stock of cakes, con
fectionery and goose grease for the 
Holydays. 

The Civil War provided an 
opportunity for the expanded man
ufacture of matzoh. In the early 
1800s, Augustus Goodman , the 
scion of matzoh bakers in Posen, 
Poland, settled in Washington, 
D.C., where , using his mother ' s 
recipe, he became a baker for the 
Union Army. In 1865 he moved to 
Philadelphia where he opened a 
bakery which eventually became 
A. Goodman & Sons, Inc., a manu
facturer of matzoh and noodles. 

One Union soldier, Myer Levy 

This 1858 woodcut shows early machine matzoh baking in 
New York. 

of Philadelphia, wrote his family 
that he was strolling through the 
streets of a Virginia town a n d 
noticed a little boy sitting on the 
steps of a house, eat ing matzoh. 
When he asked the boy for a piece, 
the child fled indoors, shouting at 
the top of his lungs, "Mother! 
There ' s a damn Yankee Jew out
side!" The boy's mother came out 
immediately and invited the sol
dier to the seder.* 

During this per iod editorials 
appeared in the Jewish press 
encouraging northerners to forget 
their ill feelings towards the south 
and provide their Jewish brethren 
there , many of whom had lost 
everything, with matzoh for the 
seder. During the industrial revo
lution which coincided with the 
end of the Civil War many auto
mated food businesses sprang up, 
including matzoh bakeries. 

The most successful of these was 
started by an enterprising Ortho
dox Li thuanian Jew named Dov 
Behr Manischewitz. Arriving in 
Cincinnati in 1886, he began as a 
par t - t ime p e d d l e r and schochet 
(ritual s laughterer) for the 
Orthodox community, which had 
paid passage for him and his fami
ly. A year later he started a small 
matzoh bakery that eventually 
became B. Manischewitz Baking 
Company, the largest matzoh bak
ing company in the world. By the 

continued on page 71 
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NOTES & NEWS 

Let My People 
Go, Already 
"Many of the mechanisms 
and tactics used to perse
cute refuseniks before the 
fall of communism are still 
in place," says Leonid 
Stonov, a refusenik for 11-
and-a-half years and now 
die Chicago-based coordi
nator of international pro
gramming for the Union of 
Councils on Soviet Jewry 
(UCSJ). Though the 
United States and Israel 
have welcomed over 
800,000 Soviet Jews (see 
p.34), most in the past five 
years, 135 families still await 
permission to leave the ex-
Soviet republics, now called 
the Confederation of 
Independent States (CIS). 
Aldiough some cases are 
completely arbitrary, most 
Jews are being denied on 
grounds of "state secrecy," 
or because they've failed to 

Evgenia Kunina, still 
being refused. 

produce a "waiver" from a 
relative saying emigres 
don' t have outstanding 
financial obligations. 

For the 45 "poor relative" 
refuseniks, the UCSJ office 
in Moscow is trying to sepa
rate legitimate cases—for 
example, where a father may 
be attempting to escape 
child support payments— 
from blatant attempts at 
blackmail. That means get
ting the cases heard in 
Russian courts, which often 
lack the will, know-how and 
sometimes die procedures 
to resolve such conflicts (die 
U.S. has no legal agreement 

Br^cJia of the Month 
Jewish blessings import God into daily life and into the unex
pected moments when our hearts tell us more is required. 
Continuing our spotlight on lesser-known blessings, launched 
on this page in the last issue, here is a bracha to use— 

On seeing a person after a long separation: 
linrvkh alah Adonai eblieinu melech HA 'OIAMMECHAYEH 
HAMElimM. 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Sovereign of the Universe, 
WHO BRINGS THE DEAD BACK TO LIFE. 

This blessing, discussed in the Talmud (Brachot 53B), 
comes from a time before cars, faxes and phones—when sep
aration was often permanent and reunion was like the return 
of a person from death. A less literal translation would bless 
(.od for "restoring this person who had been lost to me." 

with the CIS to settle inter
national family claims cases). 

The cases of the 56 fami
lies refused on secrecy 
grounds are the "most bla
tantly outrageous," says 
Gideon Aronoff, UCSJ 
associate director in 
Washington, D.C. The 
absurdity of many of the 
rulings, especially in a post-
Cold War climate, is under
scored by stories like that 
of Evgenia Kunina, who 
asked her employers at the 
scientific research firm, 
Impuls, "What are these 
secrets I know?" and was 
told, "If we tell you, you will 
have to wait five more years 
from this moment." 
Though Impuls executives 
were arrested on charges of 
blackmailing employees for 
emigration clearance, Ku
nina is still being refused. 

Much of current orga
nized activism on behalf of 
refuseniks aims at resolving 
the secrecy cases. Stonov 
wants the U.S. State 
Department to check all 
refusenik cases twice yearly, 
and to press the Russian 
government to expedite 
resolutions. To keep the 
pressure on the CIS, the 
UCSJ supports the contin
ued link of emigration pol
icy and Most Favored 
Nation status for the for
mer Soviet Republics as put 
forth in the 25-year-old 
Jackson-Vanik amendment. 

For information on cur
rent cases and how to get 
involved, contact UCSJ at 
(202)775-9770. 

Entering a Wasp's 
Nest 
As a national debate over 
federal support for the arts 
pits taxpayers against a 
"cultural elite," we began 
to wonder just who these 
elites really are. And 
according to a study done 
by James D. Davidson, 
Ralph Pyle and David 
Reyes of Purdue University, 
they are increasingly us. 

Davidson, et. al com
pared religious affiliations 
of people in the 1930-31 
Who's Who in America with 
those on the 1992-93 list. 
They found that while 
members of the Protestant 
Establishment remain over-
represented among the 
nation's power and cultur
al elites, Catholics and Jews 
in particular are catching 
up. "Jews, only 2-3 percent 
of the population, have 
made the most progress, 
going from marginal status 
among both power and 
cultural elites to being 
over-represented in both 
areas, especially the cultur
al area." In 1930-31, white 
"Main Line" Protestants 
accounted for 53.5 percent 
of all elites who reported a 
religious preference; in 
1992-93, they accounted 
for 35.1 percent. Jews com
prised only 1.31 percent of 
the entries in 1930 but 
12.32 percent in 1992 (a 
nine-fold increase). And 
the cultural elite? Of all 
those in the cultural fields, 
7.23 percent were Jews. 
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Chicken? Duck! 
Sure, Frank Perdue says he 
makes tender chickens— 
but does he pamper them? 

A Brooklyn butcher does. 
The Kapores Center of Boro 
Park-Flatbush, New York, 
sells live chickens for the 

NATIONAL JEWISH 
CALENDAR 

March 31-April 2 
National Conference on 
Jewish and Contemporary 
Law 
Newport Beach, California 
1-800-529-2346 

April 2-4 
Anti-Defamation League 
National Leadership 
Conference 
Washington, DC 
212-490-2525 

April 7-10 
Association of Reform 
Zionists of America (ARZA) 
National Assembly 
Woodland Hills, California 
310-277-1996 

April 30-May 11 
International Society for Yad 
Vashem 
50th Anniversary of the 
Liberation of the Concentration 
Camps 
Jerusalem, Israel 
212-696-5450 or 
212-797-1455 

MAY 7-9 
AIPAC 
36th Annual Policy 
Conference 
Washington, D.C. 
202-639-5202 

Step aside, Mighty 
Morphin Power 
Rangers (center) 
and make way for 
Holy Land Heroes, a 
new line of "action 
figures" from New 
Ventures in Mont-
pelier, Vermont. 
Available in pairs, 
the current line-up 
includes David 
(right) and Goliath 
(left), Moses and the 
Pharaoh, Joshua 
and a Canaanite, 
Samson and a 
Philistine, and 
Judah Maccabee 
and a Syrian. For 
details, call (802) 
229-1020. 

pre-High Holidays ritual of 
kapores, the symbolic transfer 
of one's sins to a live fowl. 
Ads for the shop proclaim it 
to be "The Only Place That 
Will Put A Pamper On Your 
Chicken." Why? "To Be Sure 
That You Stay Clean." Since 
you perform the ritual by 
swinging the chicken 
around your head three 
times (it's then butchered, 
and usually given to charity), 
making sure you have a dia
pered bird means the only 
thing you'll have to remove 
from your suit or dress is 
chicken feadiers. 

By a Whisker 
It was a close shave for 
Rabbi Shlomo Helbrans, a 
Brooklyn rush yeshiva who 
was sentenced last year to 4 
to 12 years for kidnapping 
a Jewish teenager involved 
in a closely watched child 
custody case. Prison regula
tions require him to shave 
off his beard for an ideirti-

D A Y S AT A G L A N C E 
APRIL 15 - 22 (15-22 NISAN) 
Pesach (Passover)—Eight-day festival commemorating the Exodus from 
slavery in Egypt, during which no chametz—leavened products—are eaten 
(see p. 30). On each of the first two nights of this freedom celebration, a 
seder is held where celebrants, reading from the haggadah, retell the story 
of the Exodus. Yizkor is on the eighth day (seventh day in Reform temples). 

APRIL 16 (16 NISAN) 
S'phirat Omer (Counting the Omer)—Period beginning at the second 
seder and continuing for the 49 days between Passover and Shavuot—until 
June 3 (5 Sivan)— when the Torah was given to the Jews. Ancient Israelites 
brought a measure (omer) of freshly cut barley to the Temple as an offering 
each night. In memory of the thousands of students of Rabbi Akiba killed by 
a plague in the second century C.E., the period is one of semi-mourning. 

APRIL 27 (27 NISAN) 
Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day)—Day set aside in 
1953 by the Israeli Knesset. Memorial services are held and yahrtzeit can
dles are lit in memory of the six million Jews killed in the Holocaust. 

MAY 3 (3 IYAR) 
Yom Ha-Zikaron (Remembrance Day)—Day set aside for remembering 
soldiers fallen in defense of Israel. Sirens sound across Israel signalling a 
moment of silence and cessation of all activity. 

MAY 4 (4 IYAR) 
Yom Ha-Atzma'ut (Israel Independence Day)—Israel's 47th birthday 
is celebrated with fairs and parties. Many wear blue and white, the colors 
of the Israeli flag. 

MAY 18 (18 IYAR) 
Lag b'Omer—The 33rd day of the omer, when mourning restrictions are 
lifted and Jews celebrate with picnics, bonfires and outdoor play. The rea
sons for the festival are obscure, possibly related to God's gift of manna in 
the wilderness. Sephardic Jews celebrate the following day. 

MAY 28 (28 IYAR) 
Yom Yerushalayim (Jerusalem Reunification Day)—The anniversary 
(according to the Hebrew Calendar) of the re-capture, on June 7, 1967, of 
Jerusalem's Old City by Israeli troops. 

Jewish Holidays start at sundown the previous evening. 

fixation pfioto, while 
Jewish law requires that "ye 
shall not. . .mar [shave] the 
corners of your beard" 
(Leviticus 19:27). To the 
rescue and the prison's sat
isfaction came Engineering 
Animation of Ames, Iowa, 
who were able to generate 
a computer image of a 
clean-shaven Helbrans, 
Out of curiosity, we applied 

similar technology to a 
great figure in Jewish history. 
The result, as you can see 
below, was hair-raising. 

Moment is On-line! 
Now you can send a com
ment or question to 
MOMENT editors via the 
Internet. Our e-mail 
address is: 
BASMOM@CLARK.NET. 

Rabbi Helbrans, before and after. Theodor Herzl, before and never. 
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I K A 
The 

t 
of 

Soviet 
WALTER RUBY 

I n New York, it's the rare Jewish 
organization event that can ' t 
turn out a crowd of high-rank

ing politicians, let a lone Jewish 
leaders. When the American 
Association of Russian Jews (AARJ) 
held its fifth anniversary confer
ence in New York last December, 
there were speeches by U.S. 
Representative Jerrold Nadler (D-
N.Y.) and Manhat tan Borough 
President Ruth Messinger, and mes
sages of suppor t from New York 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and U.S. 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan. 

But the only American Jewish 
organizational leader of note who 
bo the red to a t tend was Lynn 
Singer, the longt ime executive 
di rector of the Long Island 
Committee for Soviet Jewry. Failing 
to respond to the AARJ's invitation 
were leaders from the New York 
UJA-Federation, the Council for 
Jewish Federat ions (CJF), the 
Coalition to Free Soviet Jews and 
other groups. That came as no sur-

The ex-Soviet Jews who have transformed 
the streets of Brooklyn's Brighton Beach 
(left) are merging their Russian past with 
an American, although not necessarily 
Jewish, identity. 

prise to members of the AARJ, a 
coalition of self-help groups for 
refugees and immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union, who scoffed 
at the organizations' excuse that the 
invitations had arrived only one 
week before the event. 

"The attitude of the American 
Jewish establishment to the idea of 
the Russian community organiz
ing and taking control of its own 
destiny has been hostile from the 
beginning," said Leonid Stonov, 
president of the AARJ and, before 
he immigrated to Chicago in 1990, 
a longt ime refusenik leader in 
Moscow. "It is the same paternalis
tic attitude that American Jewish 
leaders manifested a decade ago 
toward the leaders of the Jewish 
movement in the Soviet Union. They 
want to keep operational control." 

"We feel like there is a glass wall 
between American Jewry and 
Russian Jews," says Inna Arlovich, 
the Long Island-based vice presi
dent of AARJ. "We have met with lit
tle response in our efforts to work 
with American Jewish organiza
tions. The greatest tragedy is that 
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American Jewish organizations do a first-rate job in feeding, housing and tutoring new immigrants (above, arriving at New York's Kennedy 
Airport). But ex-Soviet activists say the "Americans" give a cold shoulder to self-help efforts in established Russian-Jewish communities. 

huge numbers of Russian Jewish 
youngsters are being lost to 
Judaism here in the U.S. Large 
numbers of Russian Jews are ready 
to explore Judaism, but overall, the 
American Jewish community is not 
paying attention." 

Arlovich then ticks off a series 
of AARJ funding requests that she 
says were denied by major Amer
ican Jewish organizations. 

"The situation is frustrating 
because we know we could do much 
more if we had the support," says 
Arlovich, adding bitterly, "Jewish 
organizations seem to think it is 
enough to give Russian Jews food 
parcels for the Pesach seder instead 
of committing significant sums of 
money to send Russian Jewish youth 
to Jewish camps. Meanwhile, 
Christian missionary organizations 
offer struggling Russian Jewish fam
ilies tuition-free summer camps. 
The situation is a disaster." 

Twenty years after the first wave 
of Soviet Jews began arriving in the 
United States, the Russian Jewish 
community is still struggling to 
make its mark within the larger 
Jewish community. So far, more 
than 370,000 ex-Soviet Jews have 
resettled in the U.S., with nearly 

100,000 arriving in the past five 
years. More than half of the total 
number have settled in New York. 
By the year 2000, more than 25 per
cent of the Jews within the five bor
oughs will probably be ex-Soviets. 
Ex-Sovietjews have played the lead
ing role in revitalizing such once-
decliningjewish neighborhoods as 
Brighton Beach and Canarsie in 
Brooklyn, and Forest Hills and Kew 
Gardens in Queens. They have also 
s t rengthened such older urban 
Jewish centers as Rogers Park in 
Chicago and Fairfax in Los Angeles. 

Yet despite their growing demo
graphic weight, the ex-Soviet Jews 
so far have had a surprisingly mar
ginal impact on the life of the 
American Jewish community. By 
and large, the ex-Soviet Jews have 
remained distant psychologically 
and physically from the daily 
rhythms of most American-born 
Jews, both in major urban centers 
and in the suburbs. Ex-Soviet Jews 
still play only a modest role in 
major Jewish institutions and orga
nizations: the synagogue world, the 
Federation and fund-raising com
munity, and in Zionist and Jewish 
defense organizations. Although 
they are comparatively well-edu

cated and highly skilled, the ex-
Soviet Jews have remained a com
munity to be catered to and acted 
upon by native Jewish power bro
kers, while a budd ing self-help 
movement is largely ignored. 

"What has been exceedingly dif
ficult to get th rough to the 
American Jewish organizations is 
that the leadership of the Russian 
community should be in the hands 
of native Russians," says Vladimir 
Epshteyn, co-founder of the New 
American Organizations and Com
munities of New York, a network 
of some 20 New York-area Russian 
immigrant self-help groups. 
"Eventually, this community will 
merge with the American Jewish 
community, but not before its 
members approach American stan
dards in terms of language, knowl
edge and personal experience." 

"In the overall Jewish communi
ty, there is no sense of urgency 
about this situation," said Pauline 
Bilas, director of services to ex-
Soviet Jews at the Shorefront YM-
YWHA in Brighton Beach, in a 
1993 interview. "The UJA-
Federation slogan was 'We are one,' 
but many American Jews feel no 
sense of oneness with Soviet Jews. 
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They think that Soviet Jews are 
unreachable , somehow different 
than you and me." 

Jewish organizational officials 
argue that the organized Jewish 
communi ty has accomplished a 
great deal more for the new immi
grants than it has been given cred
it for. According to Harvey 
Peretzky, d i rec tor of matching 
grants at the Hebrew Immigrant 
Aid Society (HIAS), Federat ions 
and other Jewish agencies across 
the U.S. will spend more than $40 
million on Russian resettlement in 
1993-94, over and above approxi
mately $50 million they will receive 
from the U.S. government in 
matching grants, and an estimated 
$12 million from Russian-born 
"anchor" families already living in 
the United States. Even members 
of the new self-help movement 
agree that the professional staff of 
the New York Association for New 
Americans (NYANA)—an immi
grant absorption agency funded in 
large part by the national United 
Jewish Appeal—and o the r 
Federation-funded agencies are, by 
and large, do ing a first-class j o b 
assuring that newly arrived ex-
Soviet Jews are decently fed, 

housed, and tutored in English and 
basic survival skills. 

Growing numbers of well-estab
lished ex-Soviet Jews are jo in ing 
Jewish organizations, and con
tr ibut ing to the UJA campaign 
through groups like the New York 
Federation's Russian division. The 
division, which in 1994 raised some 
$350,000 for UJA, holds a glittery 
annual fund-raising d inner in 
Brooklyn, last year featuring an 
appearance by CNN talkmeister 
Larry King. 

"There is a glass wall 
between American 
and Russian Jews," 

organizer. 
"We are pleased that the new 

self-help groups are start ing to 
spring up in the Russian commu
nity and we are anxious to work 
with them," says Carolyn Katz, 
director of immigrant services at 
New York UJA-Federation. "We do 
not, however, have unlimited funds. 

We also have to deal with the fact 
that many American Jews have 
compla ined that Federat ion is 
spending too much of its money on 
the Russians." 

But in scores of interviews with 
Russian Jews and their American-
born supporters, there is heard an 
unmistakable sense of an opportu
nity being lost. 

"Neither the synagogue world 
nor the Federations have extended 
themselves to Russian Jews in an 
organized way," says Rabbi Bennett 
Hermann, a Reform rabbi who lost 
his position at a Brooklyn temple in 
a dispute over his outreach efforts to 
Russian newcomers. "The Reform 
and Conservative movements have 
not been willing to expend serious 
funds on bringing Judaism to 
Russian Jews. The Orthodox have 
done better (see p. 41), but living an 
Or thodox lifestyle is too great a 
stretch for most Russian Jews. If the 
Reform movement, for example, 
can put a major effort into reach
ing out to the intermarried or light
ing for the rights of gays, why can't it 
put the same commitment into 
Russian Jews?" 

At the very epicenter of the 
Russian immigration—Brooklyn's 

Yulya (right), shown reciting the pledge of allegiance at Public School 225 in Midwood, N.Y., is one among some 60,000 ex-Soviet chil
dren who immigrated to America in recent years. Most enroll in public schools; 2,500 study in Jewish day schools and yeshivot. 

I 
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Brighton Beach Boulevard—there 
is the exhilarating process of immi
grants becoming Americans, and 
the disheartening prospect of Jews 
relinquishing theirjewish identities. 

Along with traditional Russian 
restaurants like the Metropol and 
Cafe Primorski, with their standard 
offerings of red caviar, blintzes and 
Chicken Kiev, one now finds 
improbable establishments like the 
"Winter Garden," with a sign on its 
entrance promising "Russian and 
French Cuisine, Pizza and Sushi 
Bar." On the bustling boulevard, 
gold-toothed babushkas recently 
off flights from Moscow and 
Tashkent shuffle by stylishly dressed 
young people speaking fluent, col
loquial English with just the trace of 
a Russian accent. 

Conversations with both new 
arrivals and long-timers reveal that 
few have affiliated with the 
American Jewish community, 
despite expressions of a s t rong 
sense of Judaism. "After my hus
band and I finished our English 
courses at NYANA, we went right to 
work. We haven't had time to get 
involved in the Jewish communi
ty," says Nadia Gorenshteyn, a com
puter programmer in her 30s who 
arrived from Odessa three years 
ago. Besides, "synagogue member
ship is frightfully expensive for us. 
We went to High Holy Day services 
several times, but with no Hebrew 
and poor English it was difficult to 
follow. I feel proud to be Jewish, but 
don't really understand the whole 
Jewish scene here." 

Leonid Barenboim, 33, a stock
broker who arrived from Odessa 
as a teenager 16 years ago and is 
now a father of three daughters , 
says he has not found a way into the 
American Jewish community 
despite a strongly felt sense of 
Jewishness that goes back to the 
days when he was beaten and called 
a zhid (kike) by other students in 
his technical school in Odessa. 
"The main problem for me is that 
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Jewish communal life here is main
ly religious," says Barenboim. "Most 
of us were raised as atheists and still 
have that outlook to a large extent. 
I don ' t enjoy going to synagogue, 
staring at the walls and pretending 
to be praying. I very much want my 
kids to have a sense of being Jewish, 
but I wouldn't impose going to syn
agogue on them." 

Barenboim said that when he 
first came to the U.S., he proudly 
wore a large gold Magen David and 

By the year 2000, 
more than 

25 percent of 
New York's Jews 
will be ex-Soviets. 

took part in marches on behalf of 
Sovietjewry. Slowly, he drifted away 
from that strong communal identi
fication. "My wife and I were raising 
three small children on too little 
money and we didn't have time or 
energy for much else. Also, I never 
received the feeling from American 
Jews that my involvement was par
ticularly desired." Barenboim adds 
pensively: "The truth is that I've 
had much bet ter relations with 

American gentiles and with unaf
filiated Jews than with people who 
are active in Jewish life. At this 
point , I 'm far from the Jewish 
community and my chi ldren are 
even farther away. I know it 
shouldn't be that way, but I don ' t 
know what to do about it." 

The blame for this great divide 
among Jews falls on both sides. 
Jewish immigrants who grew u p 
under the burdens of Communism 
do tend to shun political and social 
affiliations, Jewish organizations 
included. They relate to Jewish 
communal and social service agen
cies mainly as potential providers of 
a rich array of food, money, furni
ture, job training, and other bene
fits. Most such service programs 
end, however, within three to four 
months of a refugee's arrival. 

Russian Jewish leaders also fail to 
understand the American institu
tional cul ture, say a n u m b e r of 
Jewish resettlement experts inter
viewed for this article. Carolyn Katz 
argues that, unlike the early years of 
the century, when the massive wave 
of Jewish immigrants had to build 
many of its institutions from 
scratch, there is now a vast Jewish 
social service network already in 
place. "People don't need to form 
new institutions in the way they 
used to," she says. 
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Left: Patrons can order 
in two languages—and 
pay by food stamps 
(WIC) or credit cards— 
at a Brooklyn grocery 
store. The mix of cul
tures recalls the first 
great Eastern European 
Jewish immigration at 
the turn of the century. 

Right: Ex-Soviet Jews 
stroll by a Judaica dis
play at a Brooklyn flea 
market. "The greatest 
tragedy is that huge 
numbers of Russian 
Jewish youngsters are 
being lost to Judaism 
here in the U.S.," says 
an activist. 

For their part, all too many 
American-born Jews have failed to 
appreciate the enormous benefit that 
could accrue to the community from 
the huge infusion of ex-SovietJews. As 
a group, the immigrants are well-edu
cated and highly skilled. Many have 
begun to climb to lofty rungs on the 
professional ladder in this country. 
According to the Association of 
Engineers and Scientists for New 
Americans, a 14-year-old self-help 
organization for Russianjewish pro
fessionals, some 70 percent of the 
240,000 working-age immigrants have 
higher education. (Twenty percent of 
the immigrants are elderly, 15 percent 
children.) Nearly three-quarters of 
the ex-Soviets with higher education 
are highly skilled technicians, includ
ing engineers, scientists, computer 
programmers and architects, and 
nine percent of these have the equiv
alent of a Ph.D. or higher. Another 10 
percent are teachers, or are in the 
humanities or medical fields. 

Having lobbied and rallied for 
years to "let my people go" and allow 
free Soviet-Jewish immigration to 
Israel, American-born Jews often 
resent that the emigrants came to 
the U.S. in search of gelt. "There 
were a lot of [Jewish federation] 
meetings during which lay people 
from Beverly Hills and Bel Air would 
ask us, 'Why don ' t you go to 

lsrael?'"says Eugene Levin, presi
dent of the Association of Soviet 
Jewish Emigres in Los Angeles. 

Reports of a Russian-Jewish-led 
"Mafia" further embarrassed and 
repulsed American-born Jews. 
Russian-Jewish leaders acknowledge 
the existence of organized crime 
in Brighton Beach, where police say 
as many as 15 unsolved murders 
have been carried out in the last 10 
years. But former Soviets contend 
that gang activity is relatively small 
and has minimal impact on the life 
of the larger ex-Soviet Jewish com
munity; indeed, an extensive New 
York Times article on the murders 
referred to "Russian" gangs, without 
once mentioning if they, their vic
tims or bystanders were Jewish. 

Many American Jews also seem 
convinced that their new landsmen 
are heedless of Judaism, desiring 
only to assimilate into the 
American gentile world as quickly 
as possible. This stereotype persists 
despite an extensive 1990 survey 
by the CJF. It showed that ex-Soviet 
Jews who arrived in the U.S. at the 
end of the 1970s identify Jewishly, 
intermarry, jo in synagogues, and 
contr ibute to UJA-Federation in 
almost identical proportions to the 
native-born Jews who live in large 
urban centers. 

NYANA executive vice president 

Mark Handelman believes that the 
American Jewish community set 
itself up to be disappointed by the 
Russian Jewish refugees by making 
little effort to understand the cruel 
circumstances they endured, and by 
applying other false stereotypes to 
them. "American Jews expected the 
Russian Jews to fall into two cate
gories; either to be Natan Sharansky, 
or to be their own grandmother 
from the shtetl. Unfortunately, the 
great majority who arrived were nei
ther Prisoners of Zion or bubbe and 
zeyde. These people had to endure 
under a police state for 70 years, 
which prevented the observance of 
Jewish customs and the use of the 
Hebrew language. But we expected 
to meet Tevye." 

In New York and elsewhere, this 
often unspoken es t rangement 
between American- and Russian-
born Jews erupts into disputes over 
community funding, and control. 
The examples are legion: 

• The American Association of 
Russian Jews remains angry that in 
1993 the Fund for Jewish Education 
of Greater New York and the 
Chicago-based Covenant Foundation 
rejected AARJ grant proposals to 
fund Jewish education programs for 
immigrant youth. In addition, says 
AARJ's Inna Arlovich, the CJF 
turned down an AARJ proposal to 
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fund a survey on how to improve 
Russian Jewish integration into 
American Jewish life. Lacking the 
funds to hire professional staff and 
buy fax machines and computers, 
says Arlovich, AARJ is sharply limit
ed in its ability to provide job train
ing programs and Jewish education 
for new arrivals, or to lobby the U.S. 
government on behalf ofjews in the 
former Soviet Union seeking to 
reunite with family members already 
in the U.S. (see p. 32). 

Representatives of the Jewish 
organizations say that competition 
for their funds is steep, and grant 
proposals from the ex-Soviets were 
poorly prepared. "There's an issue 
of know-how, being able to pu t 
together a proposal," said Judi th 
Ginsberg, executive director of the 
Covenant Foundation. "We did give 
$94,000 for Shalom Sunday," a 
program administered by Chicago 
JCCs to train ex-Soviets as 
Jewish teachers and community 
outreach workers. 

• A parents ' association for ex-
Soviets won recognition as the rep
resentative of the Russian commu
nity to New York's Board of 
Education, but it has been less suc
cessful in convincingjewish com
munity centers to allow it to hold 
after-school programs for Russian 
Jewish children on their premises. 
Organizers felt particularly stung 
when the Washington Heights YM-
YWHA in Upper Manhattan decid
ed to charge a chapter of the finan
cially hard-pressed association $440 
a month for rent and refused to 
allow it to expand into other unoc
cupied classrooms. "With a few 
exceptions, most of the Y's and 
J C C s see us as a threat ," says 
Vladimir Epshteyn, president of the 
Metropoli tan Russian-American 
Parents Association (RAPA). "They 
want to keep all Jewish activities 
under their control." 

Debra Katznelson, the Ys associate 
executive director, expresses irrita
tion with Epshteyn. She maintains 

the Russian leaders "need to under
stand that there are some systems 
already in place. We already have 
three Russian-speaking staff people 
who provide information and refer
ral, English as a Second Language, 
and cultural activities." 

She adds, "We are not plotting 
against Epshteyn and his people, 
but he needs to look beyond his 
own needs. There is a general feel
ing [ among new Russian immi
grants] that they have been 
through a lot and therefore their 
new count ry owes them. They 
don ' t seem to realize that people 
here are doing as much for them 
as possible." 

• Last year, the Association of 
Engineers and Scientists for New 
Americans (AES) cried foul when it 
and other Russian self-help groups 
came up empty in their applications 
for the New York Federation's first-
ever Jewish Continuity grants (nearly 
$2 million was given away in 1994 to 
21 schools, agencies, and organiza-

A dwindling Reform 
temple offered free 
membership to new 
immigrants; 500 

Russian Jews joined. 

tions for Jewish educational and cul
tural activities). AES's president and 
guiding spirit for 14 years, Ukrainian-
born Peyretz Goldmacher, says that 
"it appears that Jews from the for
mer Soviet Union are not a high pri
ority in the continuity campaign, 
even though they are even more at 
risk from assimilation than 
American-born Jews." 

J o h n Ruskay, d i rector of 
Federat ion 's Education and 
Community Services Department, 
vociferously denies the charge. 

Ruskay says that Federation gave 
grants of $18,621 to NYANA and 
$35,000 to B'nai Zion for Judaic 
p rogramming for new Russian 
immigrants. Ruskay says that the 
continuity commission received a 
deluge of applications from Jewish 
institutions, and the selection com
mittee had to make hard decisions 
that disappointed many worthy 
applicants. He notes that Feder
ation will be making a second 
round of continuity grants in 1995. 

But Goldmacher, president and 
co-founder of the New American 
Organizations and Communit ies 
of New York, is not assuaged. "The 
Russian programs that received con
tinuity money are worthy ones, but 
they are organizational programs, 
not self-help groups. Yes, NYANA 
works with Russian Jews, but we are 
Russian Jews. We have to build our 
own community from the grass 
roots up, and we can't develop lead
ership from employees of agencies." 

• In Boston, Paul Fleishman, 
director of the Boston Association 
for New Americans (BANA), said 
that the unwillingness of the Boston 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
(CJP) to provide an adequate level 
of funding for his group over the long 
term has limited its effectiveness. 
Fleishman, who arrived in Boston in 
1979 from Lvov, became the first 
Russian immigrant on the board of 
directors of the Jewish Family and 
Childrens Services, and later helped 
organize a fund-raising effort among 
Russians on behalf of the CJP 

CJP authorized the creation of 
BANA in 1989, and the group hired 
a full-time staff person to work on 
behalf of the estimated 35,000 
Russian Jews in Boston. But even 
with the backing of CJP and with a 
small grant from the State of 
Massachusetts, BANA was able to 
offer only a $14,000 salary to its full-
time staffer, hardly enough to 
retain a quality professional for a 
"full-time and then some" position, 
says Fleishman. Last year CJP ter-
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minated funding entirely, forcing 
BAN A to close its office. 

"We tried to provide services not 
offered by the major agencies," 
Fleishman says, "but from the begin
ning some of the agencies saw us as 
a loose cannon duplicating functions 
done within the mainstream com
munity....The first priority of the CJP 
is to keep its major donors happy. 
When hard choices in funding have 
to be made, the Russian community 
does not have a big macherin the CJP 
to defend its interests." CJP president 
Barry Shrage says BANA was sup
posed to become self-supporting 
after the initial CJP grants. He also 
notes that, unlike New York, Russian 
Jews who find work in the Boston 
area's high-tech sector tend to move 
out of the inner city to the more 
affluent suburbs. "Russian Jews have 
begun faring more or less like other 
American Jews," says Shrage. 

Despite these examples of, at 
best, clashing perceptions and, at 
worst, misplaced communal priori
ties, there is evidence that support 
for the Russian-Jewish self-help 
movement is catching on among 
some Jewish organizational leaders. 
In December, UJA-Federation of 
New York designated $150,000 to 
$200,000 for Jewish family educa
tion programs for immigrants. The 
Jewish Community Relations 
Council of Greater New York 
(JCRC) recendy appointed Epshteyn 
to its board of directors, making 
him the first Russian immigrant to 
serve in that capacity. Epshteyn also 
said that the JCRC guided RAPA 
through the process needed to 
receive tax-exempt status and is train
ing members in grant-writing skills. 

Says Bob Kaplan, d i r ec to r of 
in tergroup and community rela
tions at the JCRC: "Our approach 
is to give Russian Jews the skills to 
integrate themselves into the larg
er community. The kind of pater
nalism that has long existed in the 
Jewish communi ty toward the 
Russian Jews was natural given the 

continued on page 76 

Trolling for Souls on 
Brighton Beach 
Among Jewish institutions performing reli
gious outreach to ex-Soviet immigrants, 
few get higher marks than those affiliated 
with Orthodoxy in general, and the 
Lubavitch hasidim in particular. Various 
Orthodox organizations fund a network of 
seven yeshivas in New York, which serve 
about 2,500 of the city's approximately 
50,000 Russian Jewish school-age youth. 
The schools are supported by philan
thropists in the Orthodox community, and 
most of the students attend free of 
charge or at greatly reduced cost. 

Lubavitch-affiliated groups have for 
years worked intensively with ex-Soviet 
Jews, offering a variety of free services 
to financially hard-pressed immigrants, 
including Jewish education, weddings, 
and britot milah. The Lubavitchers have 
also extended the Russian immigrants the 
compassion and understanding they have 
rarely found from other Jewish groups. 

"I have never met such kind, accepting 
people," says Yochevet Borochov, a 
young mother of two who hooked up with 
Lubavitch soon after her arrival from Baku 
in 1991. "Like most Jews from Russia, I 
arrived here with no knowledge of 
Judaism and not much interest, but they 
were so patient and understanding. They 
gave me the feeling that they really cared 
about me." Borochov met her husband 
Pinchas in an arranged meeting through 
Lubavitch, and now lives in the hasidic 
enclave of Crown Heights, Brooklyn. 

Such success stories aside, opinions 
vary as to the effectiveness of the Russian 
yeshivas in inculcating lasting Yiddishkeit 
Says Rabbi Moshe Finkelman, a veteran 
Orthodox Jewish educator who is himself an 
ex-Soviet Jew: "Sadly, for all too many kids, 
their yeshiva experience has a negative 
impact." Finkelman, who runs a social ser
vice center in Queens, N.Y., for Soviet immi
grants, says that most Russian parents who 
choose to send their children to yeshivas 
are secular Jews who jump at the low-cost 
private education and the chance to escape 
the often abysmal neighborhood public 
schools. Often the parents are shocked by 
the emphasis on religious education over 
secular subjects and pull their children out 
of the yeshivas within a year or two. 

The Reform movement's Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations has no 
budget line for Soviet resettlement, says 
Edie Miller, an assistant to UAHC presi
dent Alexander Schindler. The UAHC's 
outreach to the ex-Soviet community is 
limited to the annual dues it pays to the 
National Conference on Soviet Jewry and 

the programming individual synagogues 
initiate on their own. The United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism also 
has no organization-wide funding for ex-
Soviet programming, says communica
tions director Lois Goldrich. Its affiliated 
day schools offer scholarships and United 
Synagogue Youth chapters waive mem
bership fees for immigrants. 

Despite the sustained efforts of the 
Orthodox, the Russian community remains 
decidedly non-Orthodox in practice. A 
1990 study by Barry Kosmin for the 
Council of Jewish Federations showed that 
among Jews who arrived in the U.S. from 
the Soviet Union in 1979, 55 percent 
define themselves as "just Jewish," 20 per
cent consider themselves Reform Jews, 9 
percent Conservative Jews, and only about 
one percent Orthodox (in New York, the 
percentage of ex-Soviet Jews affiliating 
with Orthodoxy is considerably higher than 
in other U.S. cities). To be sure, not all of 
those who identify with a denomination are 
actually synagogue members. 

Meanwhile, there is competition from 
outside Judaism for the souls of the immi
grants: Hare Krishna devotees and so-
called Messianic, or Christ-believing, Jews 
canvas immigrant neighborhoods, offer
ing social and spiritual services. Their 
success has been limited (See MOMENT, 
August 1994), but they remain a conspic
uous, well-organized presence on the 
sidewalks and boardwalks of Russian 
neighborhoods. A more tangible, albeit 
isolated, challenge is that posed by a dif
ferent Orthodoxy: Russian Orthodox 
Christianity. 

Msgr. Anthony Grabbe, principal of the 
St. Sergius Academy, a Russian Orthodox 
high school in Manhattan, said that about 
half of the school's 92 students, and sev
eral of its major benefactors, are of Jewish 
origin. Grabbe sees nothing unusual in this. 
"Many Jews are Russian from the cultural 
point of view," he says. "It is impossible to 
understand Russian history without under
standing Russian Orthodoxy." 

—WR 
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know about sex and when do they know it ? 
ELLEN FLAX 

P remarital sex, says 
Mitch Cohen, is a 
lot like eating at 
McDonald's. 

That's what Rabbi Cohen, direc
tor of Camp Ramah in Canada, tells 
teenagers when he conducts pro
grams about sex at the Conserv
ative-affiliated summer camp. 
Although McDonald's is decidedly 
Ireif, he notes, many Ramah 
campers have probably had at least 
one meal u n d e r the Golden 
Arches. Yet most of these adoles
cents try to observe some level of 
kashrut there—even if it is only to 
order a fish sandwich or a salad 
instead of a Big Mac. 

Although this falls far short of 
the ideal kashrut observance, 
Cohen nonetheless tells the ado
lescents: "I applaud those decisions 
because we all have to find our own 
standards. So even if you are not 
going to follow Jewish laws to the 
fullest extent, you are still taking 
into account Jewish standards. And 
if you are going to let Jewish law 
affect something as m u n d a n e as 
eating, how much more important 
is it to let it affect how you treat peo
ple, especially in relationships!" 

"I always say that Jewish law does 
not permit premarital sex," Cohen 
adds. "But even if they do not live 
their lives by that maxim, that does 
not mean that Judaism should not 
be at all relevant to their sexual 
decision-making." 

Although not every Jewish edu

cator would agree with Cohen ' s 
gustatory metaphor, an increasing 
number of rabbis, congregations, 
Jewish camps and day schools are 
trying to square the reality of 
teenage sex with the tradit ional 
teachings of Torah. The Reform 
movement continues to update its 
materials on Jewish sexual ethics, 
Or thodox schools are wrestling 
with whether or not to make infor
mation about contraception and 
disease-prevention available to stu
dents, and the Conservative move
ment is developing new curric ula 
based on a "Rabbinic Letter on 
Intimate Relations" approved by 
the Governing Board of its 
Rabbinical Assembly in January. 
These efforts come amid an explo
sive national debate on teen sexu
ality and "family values." 

From Dan Quayle's 1991 
"Murphy Brown" speech decrying 
single motherhood , to the firing 
of Attorney General Joycelyn Elders 
over her suggestion that schools 
teach about masturbation (among 
other remarks), the country often 
seems torn between "just say no" 
and "just do it." 

American Judaism has its own lib
eral/conservative fault lines, both 
among and within its major denom
inations. The rabbinic tradition 
strongly disapproves of premarital 
sex (MOMENT, February 1995)—but 
will Jewish teachers lose touch if 
they preach abstinence to students 
who are already sexually active? As 
more Jews delay marriage until after 
their careers are established—if 

they get married at all—is it realistic 
or even advisable to teach that all 
consensual activity between unmar
ried adults is immoral? And as teen 
pregnancy and sexually transmitted 
diseases, including AIDS, make 
inroads in all sectors of society, 
including the Jewish world, should 
schools redouble efforts to promote 
abstinence before marriage, or pro
vide potentially life-saving informa
tion about condoms, even though 
condoms, unlike o ther forms of 
birth control , are forbidden by 
many traditional authorities? 

Of the estimated 710,000 Jewish 
school-age children in the United 
States, 360,000 are enrolled in any 
given year in a Jewish educational 
setting, according to a 1988 study 
by Hebrew University demograph
er Sergio Delia Pergola. Of these 
students, 150,000 are enrolled in 
all-day Jewish schools, 70 percent of 
which are Orthodox. 

No matter the Jewish setting, the 
odds are good that at least some of 
the teenagers in that classroom, 
youth group or camp bunk are sex
ually active. According to the Alan 
Guttmacher Institute, by the time 
they are 18 years old, 73 percent of 
all boys and 56 percent of all girls 
have lost their virginity. For girls 
from "higher income" back
grounds—corresponding with the 
suburban upbringing of a majority 
of Jewish youth—50 percent are 
"sexually experienced." 

While differing over the degree 
to which sex outside of marriage 
should be discussed, nearly all 
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Jewish educators agree that descrip
tions of the mechanics of sex and 
contraceptives shouldn ' t be the 
focus of their classes and programs. 
Rather, they hope to p romote 
healthy and holy relationships 
based upon love, fidelity, respect, 
and Jewish ethics. 

Jewish tradition is hardly prud
ish: The Bible has been interpreted 
to require that a man fill the sexu
al needs of his wife (Exodus 21:10), 
and the Talmud says it's a good 
thing for a woman to encourage 
her husband to have sex (Eruvin 
l()()b). "The Torah requires joy, 
frivolity, even spontaneity in the 
sexual relations between husband 
and wife," writes Rabbi Michael 
Gold, author of Does Cod Belong in 
the Bedroom?1 (See MOMENT, 

February 1991). And, unlike the 
Catholic Church, Jewish law is flex
ible on the subject of birth control, 
concerned more with the method 
and timing rather than the practice 
of contraception (within, needless 
to say, marriage). 

Even within this consensus, how
ever, educators may draw on an 
enormous range of views—for 
example , on pre-marital sex. A 
leading Orthodox authority, Rabbi 
Maurice Lamm, writes that sexual
ity "has no value" outside of a per
manent , sanctified relat ionship. 
"Sexual relations are a mitzvah, a 

religious duly, within a proper
ly covenanted marriage in 

accordance with Jewish law. 
Outside of that covenant, 
premarital sexual relations 
are not condoned,"'2 he 
states unequivocally. He 
presents the traditional 
rabbinic view that mastur
bation is forbidden (see 

page 47), and does not dis
cuss premarital sexual activi

ties short of intercourse. 
A recent textbook written for 

teenagers in the Reform move
ment , Judaism's most liberal 
branch, says that sex within mar
riage is the highest "level" in 

Judaism, ! but offers the statement 
as advice, not commandmen t . 
"When two people...are ready...to 
commit themselves to each other, 
to assume what they hope will be 
permanent responsiblity for each 
other, then intercourse between 
them becomes appropr ia te and 
proper," writes Rabbi Roland B. 
Gittelsohn, former president of the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis (CCAR). He adds: "Despite 
my efforts thus far to be nonjudg-
mental and objective you are no 
doubt already aware that in your 
decision on when to start experi
encing sexual intercourse, I opt 
for later, not now." Gittelsohn 
writes that "far from being harmful, 
masturbation may even be advis
able." He is nonjudgmental about 
pett ing, writing that "couples. . . 
should agree on a mutally accept
able policy in advance." Although 
the book is widely distr ibuted 
within the movement, Gittelsohn 
says his "is a personal view and is 
not necessarily that o f 'X ' number 
of my colleagues." 

nlike Reform rabbis, 
Conservative rabbis regard 
halachah as binding. Yet 

the movement's view that Torah is 
an historical, cultural document 
has allowed them greater flexibili
ty and willingness in interpreting 

halachah to meet changing histor
ical conditions. Its much-debated 
statement on sexuality attempts to 
bridge the gap between halachah 
and modernity. While the sexuality 
statement reaffirms the halachic 
view that abstinence is "the most 
responsible thing to do" and that 
marriage is the most sacred and 
appropriate place for sexual rela
tions, it concludes that committed 
and loving sexual relationships 
between unmarr ied adults "can 
embody a measure of morality, 
even if not the full portion available 
in marriage." 

"We understand what the reality 
is," says Rabbi Gerald Zelizer, the 
immediate past president of the R.A. 
"We want to upgrade that reality by 
bringing to bearJewish values on it." 

he "Rabbinic Letter on 
Int imate Relations" has 
p rompted the Conserv

ative movement to begin develop
ing a curriculum that addresses sex
uality. Zelizer's own congregation, 
Neve Shalom in Metuchen, New 
Jersey, is one of a number of con
gregations testing various proto
types. The 11th-and 12th-graders 
who take Neve Shalom's version 
learn about the general values that 
Judaism requires of all relation
ships, including honesty, fidelity, 
non-exploitativeness, and non-abu-
siveness, and attend a lecture by a 
gynecologist about abstinence, con
traception, sexually transmitted dis
eases, and abortion from a Jewish 
perspective. They also hear record
ings of teenagers who talk about 
their first sexual experiences, and 
evaluate whether the individuals 
are spiritually or emotionally ready 
for such a relationship. 

Asked if he uses the word "forbid
den" in describing any sexual behav
iors, Zelizer responds, "The word I 
use is 'disapprove'—the R.A. paper 
disapproves of many behaviors," 
including promiscuity, "sexually sug
gestive" clothing, "oppressive sex" 
and dating between Jews and non-
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Jews. Although the 
Rabbinic Letter 
acknowledges that 
"Jewish tradition was 
keenly aware that sexual 
expression was not confined to 
intercourse," there is in Zelizer's class 
little discussion of masturbation, oral 
sex and other "sexual expressions." 
"Some questions are better left 
unasked," says Zelizer. "Teenagers in 
1995 do not need Rabbi Zelizer or 
anyone else to endorse what their 
sexual relations are." 

At the Conservative Charles E. 
Smith Jewish Day School in 
Rockville, Maryland, students attend 
a class on puberty in the fifth and 
sixth grade, receive a unit on sex 
education in the eighth grade, and 
discuss aspects of Jewish family law in 
a ninth grade rabbinics class about 
the life cycle. The classes for the 
older students draw both on halacha 
and the reality of the schools' most
ly non-Orthodox student body. 
Instructors encourage abstinence 
before marriage and teach the tra
ditional views on marital relations, 
modesty, and tohorat hamishpachah, or 
family purity laws, which are based 
on the biblical ban against sexual 
relations with a menstruating 
woman. But they also provide, in the 
upper grades, information about 
contraception. "They taught you 
abstinence, and the best thing you 
can do is not to do it at all," says 
Joshua Young, 16, a tenth grader at 
the Smith school. "They said noth
ing about sex being morally wrong. 
But they said you should be careful, 
and the best way to be careful is to 
not do anything." 

When parents complain that the 
approach is too permissive, coun
selor Joan Vander Walde says she 
tells them that an abstinence-only 
curriculum would be "unfair" to 
the students. 

"Kids need to know about absti
nence very clearly because it's the 
best choice for a lot of reasons," she 
says. "But I don't think it's fair that 

if a kid gets into a situa
tion, whatever that situa
tion is, he or she should 

be left with an unwanted 
pregnancy or an unwanted dis

ease." 
The re are those in the 

Conservative movement who want 
to move the discussion of sex 
beyond marriage vs. abstinence— 
or what Rabbi Elliot Dorff, rector of 
the University of Judaism in Los 
Angeles and principal author of the 
"Rabbinic Letter" on sexuality, calls 
"all or nothing." 

As a rabbi of Camp Ramah in 
California for 16 years, he taught 
campers that there are "levels" of 
intimacy, beginning with hand-
holding and progressing through 
intercourse. "Hand-holding and 
kissing can be the beginning of a 
kind of commi tmen t that allows 
teens to learn about the opposite 
sex, and should not be prohibited," 
says Dorff. "But as they move to lev
els two and three , things you do 
with at least some of your clothes 
off, they must start thinking about 
the values that ought to inhere in 
those relationships." Like Zelizer, 
Dorff does not talk about acts at the 
upper levels as "forbidden," rather 
that intimacy at the lower levels is 
"preferable" for those not ready to 
take on the responsibilites of a 
long-term, committed relationship. 

orff is also preparing a 
responsum for the Conser
vative movement, that, if 

validated by die R.A. Law Commit
tee, would state that masturbation 
in private is "preferable" to pre
marital sex. "What makes us Jews, 
a 'kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation,' is our ability to recognize 
and adhere to moral distinc
tions" among various behaviors, 
he says. 

But the worrisome figures on 
teenage promiscuity mean that 
abstinence is the only behavior that 
should be condoned, or even dis
cussed, says Rabbi Pinchas Stolper, 

senior executive of the Union of 
Or thodox Jewish Congregat ions 
of America (O.U.) . "Traditional 
Jewish views about family and mod
esty and interpersonal conduct are 
as valid today as they have ever 
been," he says. "The abominable 
statistics we are seeing are proof of 
what happens when we forget these 
standards, and gives added weight 
to the classical Jewish point of view." 

That point of view includes imbu
ing marital relations with a sense of 
holiness, while strictly eschewing pre
marital sex; observing the "family 
purity" laws; and abiding by mod
esty regulations that prevent the 
intermingling of the sexes. The 
theme of sexual modesty is rein
forced in most aspects of Orthodox 
teens' lives; boys and girls are often 
separated in the classroom as well as 
the synagogue, and Orthodox men 
and women tend to marry at an ear
lier age than non-Orthodox Jews. 
The National Conference of 
Synagogue Youth, the largest 
Orthodox youth organization, pro
hibits mixed dancing at its socials. 

"People who talk about contra
ception assume kids are having sex," 
says Stolper. "We assume that they 
are not having sex. If you talk 
about it, you are willy-nilly encour
aging them." 
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Taking this approach to its logi
cal extreme, some yeshivot barely 
touch upon the topic of sexuality. 
At the Mirrer Yeshiva in Brooklyn, 
where virtually all the boys come 
from ultra-Orthodox homes that 
reject secular culture, sexuality "is 
not dealt with directly, but indi
rectly, along with various topics in 
the Talmud," says Rabbi Frank 
Engelberg, a teacher at the school. 
"Unless there is a particular rabbi 
who feels comfortable talking 
about this, the students won't dis
cuss it [formally] until they get 
older, when they take an intensive 
course [after high school] for fel
lows getting married." 

t the Block Yeshiva High 
School in St. Louis, 
Missouri, boys and girls are 

clearly told that pre-marital sex is a 
religious wrong. The school's prin
cipal, Rabbi Gary Menchel , says 
that he and the faculty sometimes 
discuss whether the school should 
address contracept ion and AIDS 
more directly. "I think the school 
should be a forum to offer issues 
of relevance to these students," he 
says. "But when you heighten sen
sitivity, you also heighten potential 
for experimentation. That's a bal
ance you are trying to find." 

Not all Orthodox schools are as 
reluctant to discuss sex, especially 
those in the "modern Orthodox" 
camp. And teachers and students 
say the re is a range of activities 
practiced among Orthodox teens, 
from those who are strictly shomer 
negiah, observant of the laws and 
customs against touching the oppo
site sex, to those who engage in 
necking and petting. At Beth Tfiloh 
Community School in Baltimore, 
cont racept ion is discussed, al
though the halachah is paramount. 
"The ethic within Or thodox 
Judaism is to maintain the highest 
standards of proper sexual behav
ior, from a Torah perspective," says 
Rabbi Mitchell Wohlberg, rabbi 
and dean of Beth Tfiloh. "We also 

understand that this standard is not 
met by all Or thodox chi ldren. 
However, by maintaining the high
est standards, violations take place 
when the s tudents and young 
adults are older, more thoughtful, 
and more re luctant to pass the 
point of no return." 

The "wait 'til you ' re marr ied" 
approach has resonance outside of 
Or thodox circles. "In [public] 
school, the big issue is how to put 
on a condom. In Hebrew school, 
my teacher said, 'Abstinence, absti
nence, abstinence' ," says Andrew 
Muser, 16. Muser had taken a class 
about human sexuality at the 
Central Hebrew High School in 
West Caldwell, New Jersey, a sup
plemental school serving Conserv
ative and Reform teenagers. "I 
think most of the kids won't have 
sex, at least for the next few years, 
because of the class," Muser says. "A 
lot of my opinions were formed in 
the class, because I value Judaism 
very much and want to follow what 
the Torah says." 

Andrew's classmate, Hea the r 
Fernbach, 16, agrees. "The message 
that sex isn't just a physical thing 
was conveyed better," she says. "We 
d idn ' t want it to be jus t ano the r 
sex education class. We get enough 
of that in public school." 

I u t can the average Jewish 
supplemental school— 
which students attend for 

no more than four to five hours a 
week—ever hope to compete with 
the values learned in public school, 
or the bombardment of sexual mes
sages found in movies, television, 
radio and advertising? 

The challenge is especially acute 
for the Reform movement, which has 
fewer of its youth in all-day Jewish 
schools than the other denomina
tions. Reform educators insist, how
ever, that Jewish values can be made 
relevant even for teenagers saturated 
with pop culture. In public schools, 
students "simply get values clarifica
tion," says Rabbi Elliot Strom, of Shir 

Ami congregation, in Newtown, 
Pennsylvania, who devotes several 
confirmation class sessions to sexual
ity. The public schools have "a very 
good program in terms of actual 
information, and [the students] are 
asked to define their values, but no 
one suggests that there is a hierarchy 
of values. That is what we can do 
for them." 

lince 1965, Reform's Union 
lof American Hebrew 
ICongregations (UAHC) 

has published and widely distrib
uted Gittelsohn's books on teen 
sexuality. More recently, the UAHC 
has produced materials about AIDS 
for religious schools and youth 
groups. Straight talk about sexual 
matters is also common at National 
Federat ion of Temple Youth 
(NFTY) activities and at Reform 
summer camps. 

The talk is candid, with discus
sions not only about intercourse and 
contraception, but masturbation, 
oral sex and homosexuality. "When 
you talk about sex to kids they think 
you are going to talk only about inter
course," says David Frank, director of 
education and programs for the 
UAHC's youm division. "We go out of 
our way..to talk about a whole host of 
attitudes and activities that can be 
wonderful, but isn't intercourse." 

Wonderful—and distinctly 
Jewish, says Frank. For teens, "their 
Judaism can speak to them on a 
fundamental level about the quali
ty of life and their self-esteem. They 
see that Judaism offers them a crit
ical vantage point from which they 
can look at society." 

For Rabbi Jona than Stein, of 
congregat ion Beth Israel in San 
Diego, Judaism defines the differ
ence between "having sex and mak
ing love." 

"Having sex is something they 
are capable of as a physical activity," 
explains Stein, who has been running 
an annual weekend retreat about 
sexuality for ninth grade students 

continued on page 80 
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WHY WE ARENT PUBLISHING 
A RESPONSUM ON MASTURBATION 

When Surgeon General 
Joycelyn Elders was dismissed 
last December for suggesting 
that students in public schools 
should be taught about mas
turbation, we naturally won
dered what the Jewish view of 
masturbation was. 

We contacted a leading 
authority on the matter, Rabbi 
David M. Feldman, author of 
Marital Relations, Birth 
Control and Abortion in 
Jewish Law,1 and asked him to 
write a responsum in ansiver to 
the question, "Does Jewish law 
permit masturbation?" 

He tried. We tried. We failed. 
"It ru ined my life for five weeks," 

Rabbi Feldman told us of his effort to 
come up with something that would be 
journalistically acceptable and halachi-
cally precise. 

The bottom-line is that under Jewish 
law masturbation is condemned. Rabbi 
Feldman could find little latitude in the 
halachah for what might be called a "lib
eral" interpretation. 

For example, Rabbi Feldman told us, 
the Baal Shem Tov held that an invol
untary nocturnal emission is an inno
cent physical reflex and therefore can
not be condemned. But that 's pretty 
much as far as things can go. Rabbi 
Feldman spoke of a talmudic maxim 
that it is better to sin unwittingly than 
knowingly (mulav sh'yehiyu shogagin v'al 
yehiyu m'zidin). The implication he 
drew is that it may be bet ter not to 
know what the halachah has to say on 
masturbation. 

Rabbi Feldman told me about a 18th-
century Rabbi named Pinchas ha-
Cohen, who (in Sefer ha-Brit) ruminat
ed about why every implication about 
masturbation in the Torah is that it is 
forbidden, but the Torah never says so 

explicitly. In this connection, R. Pinchas 
thought about the maxim that it is bet
ter to sin unwittingly than knowingly. 

On the face of it, it would seem that 
the Torah ' s silence could easily be 
interpreted to allow masturbation, at 
least by teenagers. Take, for example, 
the biblical episode involving Onan. If 
you look up Onanism in the dictionary, 
you will find that it is a synonym lor 
masturbation, but that isn't what Onan 
was guilty of. 

Onan, the second son of Judah, was 
obligated by the so-called Levirate laws2 

lo marry and presumably impregnate 
his brother Er's widow, Tamar, Er hav
ing died childless. O n a n resists the 
obligation. Each time he lies with 
Tamar he allows his seed to spill to the 
ground. Onan was guilty of coitus inter-
ruplus, rather than autoeroticism. 

In both cases, however, seed is 
"spilled"; hence, the extended mean
ing of Onanism as masturbation. For 
his transgression God takes Onan's life. 
But it is Onan ' s motive that is con
demned, rather than the act itself: His 
purpose was to thwart the Levirate 
obligation to provide his deceased 
brother with an heir. 

Other biblical passages Rabbi 
Feldman cited for us seem even less rel
evant to the issue.3 Nevertheless, the 
implications in the tradition allow little 
latitude. "The tradition is unequivocal," 
according to Rabbi Feldman. 

For example, the Talmud tells us that 
He who destroys his generative seed 
"sheds blood"4 (in the sense that spilling 
seed costs tire lives of unborn children5); 
acts like a beast who takes no heed of 
what it does6; cannot receive the 
Shekhinah, or Presence of God7; and is 
guilty of autoerotic indecency.8 

The Zohar, a 13th-century mystical 
text, condemns hashchatal zera, the 
improper emission of seed,9 as "a sin 
more serious than all the sins of the 
Torah." The Shulchan Arukh,Judaism's 
most authoritative law code, renders a 
similarly grave judgment.1 0 

Several traditional books on the sub
jec t prescribe spiritual exercises and 
procedures to prevent involuntary sex

ual emissions, and to provide purifica
tion when they occur. 

Indeed, "even illicit sex—as opposed 
to adultery and incest—is, in thejewish 
legal/moral system, apparently prefer
able to autoeroticism," Rabbi Feldman 
informed me. 

As for female autoeroticism, the 
Talmud calls it "delinquent"1 1 ; the 
Shulchan Arukh forbids it on moral 
grounds.12 For both men and women, 
Rabbi Feldman writes, "the classic rem
edy is to sublimate, to 'divert one ' s 
thoughts to matters of Torah and holi
ness.' Admittedly, the bombardment of 
images and ideas on TV and elsewhere 
makes that a much greater challenge 
than it is in the relatively chaste envi
ronment of, say, the yeshiva. But, to be 
true to the Torah, that's what it teaches." 

Given this background, it is not sur
prising to find that masturbat ion is 
rarely, if ever, men t ioned in Jewish 
schools. It apparently has little, if any, 
part in Jewish education. 

Indeed , in connect ion with the 
accompanying story, we asked a promi
nent Conservative rabbi if he talked 
about mastubation in his classrooms. 
"Some things are better left unasked," 
he explained. But was he being derelict 
in his duty in not explaining the bibli
cal and Talmud prohibitions? "Some 
things are bet ter left unasked," he 
repeated. 

But we will continue to ask. 
Perhaps some of our readers—eru

dite and less erudite—can contribute 
to a discussion of the subject. We pre
sent no conclusions. We simply want to 
open the subject. Obviously, it is not 
easily discussed. Many people are more 
comfortable making a joke about it or 
simply ignoring it. But of one thing we 
are certain: Masturbation is an impor
tant subject that often causes young 
people anxiety, shame, guilt and uncer
tainty about themselves, their behav
ior and even about their Judaism. The 
subject should no longer be swept 
under the rug; it is a subject that should 
be addressed.—H.S. 

endnotes on page HI 
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Hamas 
Tightens its Grip 

on Gaza 

A 
t night, Gaza is 
a spooky town. 
After 7:00 p.m., 
people close 
their shops and 
their gates and 

gather near small gas stoves. For 
children and adults alike, there is 
nothing else to do. The four restau
rants in Gaza are too expensive for 
the majority of people, and the rich 
stay away since they stopped serving 
alcohol. The cinema burned down 
during the clashes between Gazans 
and Palestinian police last fall. 

Some buildings, however, a re 
brightly lit: the karate schools of 
the fundamental is t movement 
Hamas. The doors are half open. 
From the street you can hear the 
grunts of hard-training youngsters. 

The re are about 15 of these 
schools in Gaza City alone. Free of 
charge. No membership required. 
Any young Gazan who wants to do 
karate can go there and pick up a 
free outfit—T-shirts, t rousers, 
baseball caps. There are good hot 
showers afterwards. 

One explanat ion for the 
strength of Hamas can be found 
by cruising around Gaza. Though 
rarely under its own name, Hamas 
runs sport and academic schools, 
clinics, scout troops and most 
kindergartens. Treatment in a clin
ic run by physicians t ra ined at 
Oxford or Harvard costs three dol
lars. It even has a "tax" system: 
Dur ing the holy month of 
Ramadan, tithes are collected in 
mosques and distributed among 

the poor. Like the United Nations 
Works & Relief Agency (UNWRA), 
which runs about 40 percent of the 
institutions in Gaza refugee camps, 
Hamas offers basic services that are 
normally provided by a state. 

They are good at it, and expe
r ienced . For Israel , these basic 
services were clearly not a priority. 
As Moshe Dayan once explained: 
"We did no t come h e r e to run 
schools or hospitals for the 
Pales t in ians . We came h e r e to 
bui ld se t t l ements and to look 
after our security." Israel collect
ed taxes and improved publ ic 
health in the strip, but essentially 
ceded basic services to UNRWA 
and a weak municipality. Now that 
the Pales t inian Author i ty has 
taken over, t he re still r emain 
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yawning gaps for Hamas to fill. 
Tlie Authority turns out to be a 
mess, its officials inexperienced, 
cor rup t and absorbed in power 
s t ruggles . For every decis ion, 
Chai rman Yasser Arafat needs a 
fiat from Israel. 

Though UNWRA is currently 
the biggest employer in Gaza, a 
continuing influx of I'aleslininan 
refugees from Syria, Lebanon and 
Jo rdan is overwhelming ils re
sources, while its biggesl benefac
tor, the United Slales, is threaten
ing to reduce its funding. Willi 
6,000 jobs and basic services to lens 
of thousands at stake, a weaker 
UNRWA means only a s t ronger 
Hamas. And it is Hamas, not the 
Authority, that offers the common 
people not only basic amenities, 

hui hope, and a sense of purpose. 
At a recent fund-raising rally in 

Nuseirat camp, south of Gaza City, 
young boys strutted in ironed light-
brown uniforms with blue and yel
low neckerchiefs and caps. They 
escorted guests to their chairs and 
went around to collect donations. A 
boys choir in fancy T-shirts per
formed onstage. A crowd of thou
sands listened politely. The contrast 
between these young men and 
women and their friends hanging 
around in the streets elsewhere in 
Gaza is striking. The youth of 
Hamas have something to get up 
for every morning. 

They have a role to play in a real 
hierarchy. There is always a pro
motion to be at tained—scouts 
nvcd leaders, choirs need soloists. 

Short on cash and absorbed in 
-internal power struggles, the PLC) 
has not made these inroads. 

Gilles Kepel, a well-known 
French professor of Islamic studies, 
argues that (his is one important 
reason for the growth of Islamic 
fundamentalism. Beginning in the 
early 1970s, before the Iranian rev
olution gave a militant face to fun
damentalist Islam, many govern
ments in Muslim North Africa and 
the Middle East allowed the 
mosque to provide basic services 
such as education and health care. 
It was a cheap way of keeping people 
happy. But the governments failed 

Amid the squalor of the world's most over-
populated place, the militant Islam of 
Hamas offers a message of hope—and 
violence. 



Gazan women rally for the release of their husbands and sons, a few of the 6,000 Palestinians in Israeli jails. Israel has released 5,000 of 
the prisoners since signing its agreement with the PLO, but Gazans are skeptical of Yasser Arafat's promise that all will be let go. 

to realize that by letting the reli
gious leaders strengthen their grip 
on social services, they would 
become a political force. 

Something similar has happened 
in Gaza and the West Bank. Hamas, 
founded by young, militant members 
of the 60-year-old Muslim 
Brotherhood just before the start of 
the intifada in 1987, is indeed a polit
ical powerhouse. According to recent 
polls conducted by the Center for 
Palestinian Research in Nablus, some 
20 percent of Palestinians support 
Hamas (a solid second behind 
Arafat's Fatah, which still commands 
around 40 percent) . Israeli politi
cians sometimes blame themselves 
for having encouraged and subsi
dized Hamas in the beginning—hop 
ing to crush the PLO and split the 
Palestinians—but that's beside the 
point. It is clear that Hamas would 
have grown anyway. The social infra
structure, provided for by the 

Brotherhood, was already in place. 
For average Israelis, Hamas is 

synonymous with terrorism. 
Hamas's military wing, Izzadim 
Qassem (named after an Islamic 
cleric killed by the British in 1935), 
still carries out bloody attacks on 
Israeli soldiers and civilians, like the 
suicide bomber attack on a 
Dizengoff Street bus in Tel Aviv in 
October 1994. "We have to crush 
Hamas!" say Israelis. That is under
standable—but it offers no solu
tion. For average Palestinians, 
Hamas is much more than Izzadim 
Qassem. Cleverly, the Hamas's lead
ership completely separated the 
military wing from the rest, and 
keeps it small and secretive. When 
Izzadim Qassem strikes, Hamas 
supporters can say: "I don' t know 
these people, they must be mad." 

Take Ahmed, 26, married with 
one child. Ahmed is well-off. His 
family owns land, which is the only 

good investment in what, with one 
million people on a 28-mile-long 
stretch of land, is the most over
crowded place on ear th. Most 
apartments in his huge, white, fam
ily house in the relatively affluent 
Remal ne ighborhood are rented 
out to foreigners for $900 a month. 
An engineer, Ahmed has been job
less for four years. He is usually 
bored, so, like many Muslims, he 
goes to the mosque to ask Allah to 
make life better. Although he never 
attends Hamas meetings, he con
siders himself a supporter. One of 
his cousins attends a karate class. 
"It's good what Hamas does for the 
people," says Ahmed. Reacting to 
January's suicide bomb blast at Beit 
Lid, near Netanya, which killed 21 
Israelis, Ahmed says: "This was dis
gusting. All bombs are disgusting." 
For Ahmed and many other 
Palestinians, Hamas is a way of life. 
It is school, mosque, a set of val-
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ues, more social and cultural than 
political. But the militant wing must 
be careful not to chase away ordi
nary Hamas supporters like 
Ahmed. So they cannot strike too 
often. It is a narrow balance. At the 
moment, that is. 

Hamas is the only major opposi
tion movement to Arafat's 
Authority; the others—including 
the Poptdar Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP)— 
are small and still licking their post-
Cold War wounds. Even with a lead
ership in exile—in Damascus, 
Amman, London and elsewhere— 
only Hamas is big and steady 
enough to make a difference in 
Gaza. It has become the "anti-
party," getting support now from 
secular Palestinians who want to 
be rid of the Authority. 

Because of this huge grassroots 
support the majority of the Hamas 
leadership has decided to favor the 
"two-state solution" and prepare 
themselves for a political role in the 
future. They are currently negoti
ating with Arafat about participat
ing in the government. Sources in 
the Palestinian Authority say that 
even Israel has begun a dialogue 
with them. Hamas leaders know 
that most Palestinians have no prac
tical intention any more of wiping 
Israel off the map. The people— 
many of whom work in Israel when 
the territories aren ' t sealed off— 
are sick and tired of wars and bul
lets and want to carry on with their 
lives. Many of them have come to 
realize that Israel is too strong to 
beat anyway. Even the movement's 
spiritual guide, the imprisoned 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, has come to 
a reappraisal. If Israel withdraws 
from Gaza and the West Bank, he 
says, there can be a Palestinian state 
next to Israel. This silent political 
revolution is the same one that the 
PLO underwent in the '80s. It was 
the people in the territories who 

forced the leadership in Tunis to 
accept the two-state solution. 

Islamic Jihad is a different story. 
This small movement favors the 
destruction of Israel and will con
tinue to do so in the unlikely event 
that the Palestinians "get" the 
whole West Bank. They are not in 
the business of community organi
zation. While Hamas effectively 
controls the lifestyles of its followers 
and everyone else in Gaza, Islamic 
Jihad recruits followers in secret 
and trains them for "missions" in 
isolation. It is extremely difficult 
to catch them—as even the formi
dable Israeli intelligence service has 
come to acknowledge. If they are 
caught, followers often are unable 
to produce the names of fellow 
members. With no constituency to 
lose—no Ahmeds—Islamic Jihad 
has gradually taken over the mili
tary role long played by Hamas. 

But as the Palestinians grow 
more and more disillusioned with 

the peace process and their new 
"authority," Hamas might start to 
compete with Islamic Jihad again 
with more "missions," Hamas 
sources say. Even a wealthy 
Palestinian businessman, whose for
tunes ride on stability, said after the 
Beit Lid blast: "I wish they had done 
it at Netzarim, or in one of the 
other settlements." He said it flip
pantly, but he clearly meant it. He 
is not the only "modera te" 
Palestinian to make such state
ments. If the peace process contin
ues to stumble, it is likely that 
Hamas will harvest the discontent. 
The televised scenes of Palestinians 
"celebrating" at the wakes of the 
two suicide-bombers in the Beit Lid 
massacre—which, if truth be told, 
were barely distinguishable from 
the ecstatic mourning that accom
panies typical Palestinian funer
als—may then provide a taste of 
things to come. 

O n e of the biggest mistakes 

Arafat, depicted on a wall in the Jabaliya refugee camp alongside slain PLO lieutenant 
Abu Jihad (left), still enjoys the support of 40 percent of Gazans, twice that of Hamas. 
But with health clinics, schools, sports clubs and its own tax system, Hamas dominates 
basic services. 
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Arafat made in accepting the 
Declaration of Principles with Israel 
was in failing to tell his people that 
no th ing had been agreed upon 
and that everything—redeploy
ment of Israeli troops, release of 
prisoners, the final status of 
Jerusalem, the future of the settle
ments—was still to be negotiated 
with Israel. He spoke only about 
freedom and an imminent 

demands must have been met. 
Even Arafat's aides have doubts 

whether their leader fully realized 
what he had signed in Oslo. Prime 
Minister Rabin locked himself up 
for three days with his lawyers and 
studied the agreement word for 
word. Arafat did not even bring a 
lawyer to Oslo. Says one Israeli 
Government official who requested 
anonymity, "We handled it more 

Mosques in Gaza regularly broadcast anti-Israel and anti-PLO messages despite a ban by Arafat. Above, 
women attend memorial services for a PLO loyalist murdered by unknown assailants. 

Palestinian state. The people antic
ipated that the occupation would 
end swiftly, that the set t lements 
would disappear, and that every
thing woidd be "money and 
honey." It sounds naive—it is. But 
Palestinian society has never been a 
democratic one. Here, referenda 
and real representa t ion do not 
exist. Palestinians simply knew the 
basic demands their delegation had 
made in Madrid and Washington 
and assumed: If our leaders make 
peace with Israel, most of our 

cleverly than the Palestinians. 
When we quarrel now over the con
tents of the accord, we win and they 
get frustrated." Or, as Khalil 
Shikaki, of the Center for 
Palestinian Studies and Research in 
Nablus, puts it: "Israel very realisti
cally worked towards peace; we 
dreamt towards it." 

When Arafat entered Gaza last 
summer, the Palestinians felt strong 
physical relief. There were no 
Israelis to be seen in the center of 
Gaza anymore, people could go 

to the beach for the first time in 
years, the curfew was lifted. They 
walked in the streets till late and 
celebrated weddings again. At the 
same time, secular and less strict
ly observant Gazans reassured 
each other: We'll soon have alco
hol in the shops , we'll have 
movies and belly dancers . Many 
expec ted that Hamas, to whom 
they had re l inquished religious 

authority in exchange 
for basic services at 
the height of the 
intifada, would fade 
away in due course. 

After the sense of 
physical relief came 
a tremendous hang
over. In October, 
when the beaches 
became too windy 
and street life too 
co ld to enjoy, it 
h i t h o m e t h a t 
Palestinians were 
still not able to trav
el outside Gaza, that 
the settlements were 
being expanded , 
that there had been 
no elections and 
that 6,000 prison
ers—all political 
prisoners, according 
to the Palestinians— 
remained in Israeli 
jails. (Israel, in 
releasing ano the r 
5,000 prisoners, says 

it lived up to its obligations under 
the accord.) Fewer Palestinians 
were allowed to work in Israel than 
previously, causing increasing eco
nomic hardship. Students who had 
come home from foreign or West 
Bank universities for the holidays 
were not allowed to leave Gaza in 
o rder to start the next term. 
Security measures at the check
point at Erez, the main "gate" to 
Israel, were stepped up. Even when 
the area is not sealed off, Authority 
ministers, let alone most average 
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Palestinians, find it difficult to get 
in and out. To them it means liv
ing in a cage called Gaza. 

Residents blamed Arafat for not 
s tanding up to Israeli demands , 
and more: He brought strangers 
from Tunis who did not deliver. 
Salaries were not paid. Telephones 
broke down. Pot-holed roads went 
unrepaired. Sewage flowed over the 
streets. One Gazan remarked: "It 
looks like we have a new occupa
tion here. One from Tunis." 

Hamas fans this discontent , a 
growing belief that Israel was not 
serious about making peace and 
that Arafat was Rabin's lackey. It 
distributes leaflets accusing both 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority 
of squeezing the Palestinians. It 
encourages anti-Authority and 
anti-Israel messages during Friday 
prayers, even though the Authority 
bans political messages coming 
from mosques. Hamas even circu
lates anti-Authority humor : O n e 
night, one joke goes, Suha Arafat 
calls her husband in the office, 
where he is hold ing a Cabinet 
meeting. "Abu Amman" says Suha, 
" there are thieves a round the 
house. Come home!" Arafat calms 
he r down and starts count ing 
everybody in the room, then tells 
her : "Suha, darling, don ' t worry. 
All the thieves are here . Now go 
back to sleep." 

Even the terrorist attacks 
become fuel for anti-Arafat propa
ganda. Last October, when Hamas 
gunmen kidnapped Israeli soldier 
Nachshon Wachsman, they asked 
for the release of the prisoners and 
for "redeployment" of Israeli troops 
in the West Bank—precisely the 
negotiating demands that Arafat 
failed to win at Oslo. After 
Waxman's murder, they were even 
able to portray Arafat in a new light: 
as collaborator, and as weakling. 
When Rabin furiously demanded 
that Arafat crush Hamas, Arafat's 
security forces arrested 350 
Palestinians. After Hamas staged 

When terror forces Rabin's government to seal the territories, thousands of Gazans are 
unable to get to their jobs in Israel. When the borders are open, security measures at the 
Erez checkpoint (above) have been stepped up. 

huge demonstrat ions in protest, 
all 350 prisoners were released, and 
the Hamas "victory" was complete. 

The Beit Lid massacre put an 
even tighter squeeze on Rabin and 
Arafat. If the peace process were 
suspended, Rabin would face a 
revivified intifada and create the 
climate for ever more suicide-
bombers. Arafat would face humil
iation. If the peace process is to 
go on, Arafat and Rabin need to 
show their peoples that they are 
delivering. But Arafat cannot arrest 
masses of Hamas suppor ters on 
Israel's behalf as long as he can
not organize elections, as long as 
sett lements are being expanded 
and Israeli planes keep flying 
nerve-wrackingly low over Gaza 
every day. Rabin cannot redeploy 
troops or establish "Palestinian" 
roads linking Gaza with the West 
Bank as long as bombs keep 
exploding in Tel Aviv. 

The frustration on both sides 
can be seen in the meetings of the 
"joint committees"—low-level Pal

estinian and Israeli "technicians" 
who meet at Erez to talk about 
water supply, taxes, car registration 
and the like. At a meet ing held 
soon after the Beit Lid bombing, 
when the territories were sealed off 
by Israel, the delegates began by sip
ping sweet tea and joking a bit. Then 
the meeting pathetically derailed, 
and a scheduled discussion of work 
permits soured within minutes. Key 
words: "Total separation," "Jer
usalem, undivided capital," "car 
bombs," "innocent people being vic
timized." They argued about the 
PLO's East Jerusalem offices at 
Orient House, fishing zones and God 
knows what else. 

Small wonder that Palestinians, 
like the Israelis, are asking their 
leaders: We see no results, so what 
on ear th are these negot ia t ions 
for? Fed up, the Palestinians radi
calize quickly. Any alternative will 
do for them. And at the moment 
and for the foreseeable future, the 
al ternat ive for the Palest inians 
is Hamas. ® 
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New Horizons for Isroeli 
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imestone terraces climbing up to 
Jerusalem's rocky ridge, the clash of green 

hills against parched desert, the fragments of 
ancient remains and the persis
tence of people who seem cap

tured in the amber of distant times—all have lured artists 
to the Holyland, to Eretz Yisrael. 

Driven by pilgrims' zeal, by romantic quests for the exotic Levant 
and, more recently, by the Zionist possible dream, artists came and 
drew the land. 

Between the 1890s and the 1920s, during the waves of immigration 
from Europe to Palestine known, as the First and Second Aliyah, 
people were occupied working the land instead of painting the 
landscape. The Jewish Agency invited—one might even say "import
ed"—painters like the British David Bom berg in the 1920s to docu
ment patriotic and historic moments. Bomberg, bored, soon made 
his way to Jerusalem to paint tourist vistas, in the footsteps of other 
visiting painters such as David Roberts, another Englishman, 
renowned in the 19th century for his romantic watercolored litho
graphs of Jerusalem and its encompassing hills. 

The first crop of resident Israeli painters were emigres from 
Eastern Europe who had grown up with a more subdued spectrum 
of light and shade than they found in the Levant. Two of the most 
outstanding were Nahum Gutman, who came from Rumania with 
his family at age seven in 1905, and Reuben Rubin, also Rumanian, 
who arrived in 1912. They wholeheartedly embraced their new 
country, and during the 1920s and '30s painted in a naive, roman-
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Above: Yossef Zaritsky, Safed, 1924 
Active from the 1930s-1970s, Zaritsky worked initially on very small watercolors 
and later on large oil canvases. His watercolors of Safed, the Galilee and 
Jerusalem—little jewels of sparkling fresh color—were almost literal in depicting 
their subjects. Safed was probably painted about a year after he arrived in the Holy 
Land. Dividing this canvas into dark and light areas, Zaritsky evoked the spiritual 
atmosphere of Safed, birthplace of Kabbalah. 

Previous page: Ardyn Hatter, Pardes Hanna VII, 1994 
Halter's landscapes, usually impastoed, glazed and sensuous, are rooted in the 
southern reaches of the Carmel range and the hills of Manasseh and Binyamina on 
the central ridge line. Born in 1956, Halter lives in Pardes Hanna where his vision of 
the land is transformed into landscapes with great depth and vigor. 

Opposite, below: Anna Ticho, Jerusalem Hills, Lithograph, 1979 
Anna Ticho's (1894-1980) works in charcoal, pencil and watercolor celebrate 
the boulders, sheep tracks and low vegetation of the Judean hills near her home 
in Jerusalem. Ticho's unique perceptions were echoed by her contemporary, 
poet Leah Goldberg, in "The Hills of Jerusalem." "I am thrown like a stone 
among these ridges,/in yellow grass, blasted and summer-singed,/ passive, 
inanimate./ Pale skies touch the rock..." Ticho's depictions of the Jerusalem hills 
are strongly expressionist. Many of her works were drawings made as she 
viewed the landscape, rather than paintings executed later. 

ticized style, often exaggerating the "ori
ental" elements of dress and settings of 
their subjects. Only the occasional nod at 
contemporary styles of paint ing then 
sweeping Paris—an inverted perspective 
here, a fractured plane of color there—give 
any hint that they were aware of "modernity." 

Their paintings celebrated the new Jews in 
Palestine, a land emerging from four cen
turies of Ottoman rule. These paintings of 
Old Jaffa, the approach to Jerusalem, of olive 
groves, became embedded in the nation's 
visual iconography, consolidating images that 
would later reappear in the aliyah posters 
for the Jewish Agency in the 1950s and '60s, 
and in a still later incarnation, in tourist 
advertising in the late '60s, '70s and '80s. 

In the 1940s Mordechai Shemi and 
Haim Levanon stole backward glances at 
the work of Haim Soutine, the Russian-
French-Jewish artist whose work they had 
encountered over a decade before in Paris. 
Their expressionist landscapes were clearly 
influenced by Soutine's turbulent palette 
and broad brush technique. It was a two-
way movement in those years—Western-
trained European artists came to Israel, 
while Jewish artists left Palestine to be 
trained in the schools of western Europt 
and find inspiration in the ateliers of Paris. 

In the late 1940s and early '50s, the New 
Horizons Group—whose name itself 
expressed the desire for greater artistic 
f reedom—headed by Yossef Zaritsky, 
Yehezkel St re ichman and Avigdor 
Stematsky, declared their liberation from 
literal depict ions of landscape and the 
painterly conventions of their predeces
sors. They burst onto the scene with spon
taneous, loose brushstrokes and vibrant 
color dur ing the per iod of post-
I n d e p e n d e n c e euphor ia when Israelis 
sought fresh expression in art. However, it 
was a tardy l iberation, considering that 
their European peers had come to the 
same conclusions some 50 years before. 

Yitzhak Danziger, who died in a car 
crash in 1977 at the age of 61, took this 
artistic liberation movement even further. 
He initiated several vast projects, galvaniz
ing teams of students and colleagues and 
even farmers in the creation of environ
menta l art—in effect, landscaping the 
landscape. 

He is often considered the Israeli pre
cursor of the modern "environmental art" 
movement, devoted to choreographing var
ious e lements within the landscape. 
Environmental art was perceived as sculpt
ing the landscape in a non-figurative way: 
implanting trees or boulders, moving vast 
quantities of earth, filling in or scooping 
out the land, and imposing a new, human 
statement on the contours of nature. Many 
works, such as Dani Karavan's "White 
Square" in Tel Aviv or Ezra Orion's sculp
ture, "Staircase to the Sky," in Jerusalem, 
are only Israeli landscape works in that they 
are created by Israelis. 

Since late 1993, a critical time when bor
ders were being renegotiated, and the actu-
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al map of Israel was, and is still being, rede
fined, the symbolic, internal map which 
every Israeli carries in his or her mind is 
being redrawn. Travel to Egypt and Jordan is 
now possible, and Israelis no longer feel 
hemmed in by borders. With that physical 
and psychological freedom comes a new, 
heady sense of internationalism, of rap-
proachement with neighboring countries. 

Since the signing of the Declaration of 
Principles with the Palestinians in 1993, 
young artists—like painters Ardyn Halter 
and Joshua Neustein—are taking up the 
challenge of a new reality by conceptually 
and emotionally tackling the forces of the 
land. However, it is still too early to discern 
clear trends. Horizons may broaden as the 
political map shrinks to reflect territorial 
compromises. Perhaps Petra in Jordan or 
Heliopolis in the Lebanese Beka'a valley 
will join the terraced hills of Jerusalem and 
the craggy Negev as part of Israeli artists' 
visual vocabulary. ® 

Above: Ran Morin, Olive Columns, 1989-1992 
In this environmental work, situated southeast of Ramat Rachel, near Jerusalem, 
Morin planted olive trees high above the ground on stilt-like columns. The con
cept is redolent with associations: the olive tree as a symbol of peace; the IDF 
uprooting olive groves during the intifada for the sake of security; and of course, 
the environmental angle, an attempt, in his words, to "portray nature's timeless 
strength and beauty in relation to the temporality of the creations of men." The 
latter interpretation is ironic since Morin's trees tend to die in these highly con
trived installations. 
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American Quild of Judaic Art 
The American Guild of Judaic Art, a national organization dedicated to promoting the 
awareness of fine art and craft created in the Jewish spirit, provides opportunities for its 
members to exchange ideas, resources and information. Membership is open to anyone 
interested in Jewish art, and is comprised of artisans, gallery owners, collectors, 
educators, organizations, synagogues and others. 

The following pages highlight the works of some Guild members. You may get more 
information from these artists by noting their numbers on the Reader Service Card 
between pages 56 and 57 or by writing to: The American Guild of Judaic Art, P.O. Box 
1794, Murray Hill Station, NY, NY 10156-0609, USA. Phone: 212-889-7581 • Fax: 
212-779-9015 



n O W 
A selection of zoorks by leading contemporary Judaic artists 

Vivid colors and intricate designs char
acterize both originals and prints of 
ke tubot and B ib l i ca l pa in t i ngs . 
Commissions for contemporary and 
traditional family trees, Haftorah por
tions, invitations, and ornamental cer
tificates are welcomed. 

For life's special moments. Original art 
on hand crafted paper, papyrus, or vel
lum with 23K gold leaf. Carol enjoys 
work ing w i th individuals to create 
unique, meaningful designs. Limited 
editions prints and ketubot with tradi
tional and conservative texts available. 

Sandra Bowden's art incorporates 
Biblical text, mysteriously veiled by 
creating an overall pattern from the 
compacted writing. Aaron's Breastplate 
contains the Genesis passage of Jacob 
blessing his twelve sons. 

Deanna Rosenkranz #1245 Carol Zuckman #1254 Sandra Bowden #1413 

This o i l pa i n t i ng on canvas, 
"Thunders to rm over the Western 
W a l l , " was insp i red by Meyer 
Lieberman's recent visit to Jerusalem. 
His work is in the Jewish Museum and 
important private collections. 

"Best Body of Work - Judaica Art ," 
Pacific N W Center for Jewish Arts. 
Renate's oils, gouaches, intaglios and 
posters depict Bible, shtetl, Israel, 
contemporary. Reproduced in "The 
Jewish Wedding Book." Commissions 
accepted. 

Meyer Lieberman #1089 Renate Dollinger #1267 

Unique Judaic visions are expressed in 
the intricate and colorful works commis
sioned by corporations and private col
lectors. Limited edition prints, custom 
ketubot, bar/bat mitzvah invitations and 
books for Jewish children reveal original 
interpretations of concepts found in 
Torah, Midrash and Hebrew legend. 

Ilene Winn-Lederer #1396 

To receive more information from the artists, note their number on the Reader Service card between pp 56 & 57 and return to: 

The American Guild of Judaic Art, P.O. Box 1794, Murray Hill Station, New York, NY 10156-0609 MEMB 



U I L D S H O W 
A. selection of u>ork§ by leading contemporary Judaic artists 

Vibrantly colorful appliqued tallitot, 
challah/matzah covers, chuppot and 
synagogue art are among the wonder
ful creations designed by Precious 
Heirlooms. Restored family tallitot, a 
new concept, create beautiful heir
looms for wear, gifts and simchas. 

Ellyn Shain & 
ReneeSavitz #1228 

Artist Studio-Fried Carpentry branched 
out into other areas of ludaica and has 
begun to produce mezuzot, Megillot 
holders, etrog boxes, Torah pointers 
and Havdalah sets, all from wood with 
silver embellishments, wood carving 
or incrustations. 

Avraham Fried 

The truly Portable Torah Ark. Full-size 
version folds down to 12" deep by 25" 
w ide by 8 0 " tal l for easy storage. 
Other works i nc l ude : Permanent 
Bimah furnishings, Donor Walls, Trees 
of Li fe, Eternal l ights, Ho locaus t 
Memorials, Yarzheit Walls, and more. 

#1345 
Michael Berkowicz & 
Bonnie Srolovitz #1118 

One-of-a-kind hand-painted needle
point canvases for tall it neckpieces 
(atarot), tallit bags, kippot and Torah 
mantles. Her work is featured through
out the Uni ted States and Israel at 
Hebrew Union College. Hand-painted 
tallit bags and tallitot created by com
mission. 

Sterling silver, hand-hammered and 
crafted into unique and imaginative 
ludaica designs. Personalized and jew
eled tal l i t cl ips and Kiddush cups. 
Mezuzot , Hanukah menorahs and 
other traditional ritual objects designed 
to enhance the beauty and richness of 
your celebrations. 

"Portable Ark: The Mountain of the 
Lord." Drawing lovingly on Jewish tra
dition, David Strauss brings a spiritual 
dimension to his contemporary sculpt
ed ins ta l la t ions and fu rn ish ings . 
Commissions in wood and metal for 
synagogues and organizations. 

Bonnie Yales #1187 Sol Herman #1394 David Strauss #1234 

To receive more information from the artists, note their number on the Reader Service card between pp 56 & 57 and return to: ^ 

The American Guild of Judaic Art, P.O. Box 1794, Murray Hill Station, New York, NY 10156-0609 MEMBER %+ 



H O W ' 
Si selection of works by [coding contemporary judaic artists 

On Ascent and Mazel Tov...Silk paint
ing is life! Through the organic fiber, 
the colors recover the sacredness of 
their true voice, making the mystery 
tangible. That creative partnership 
must have been known by the Hebrew 
language which gives a common root 
to "silk" and "Messiah." 

Marilyn Louis 

Meditative, analytic, black and white 
landscape photographs grounded in 
lifetime Torah study. Internationally 
museum-col lec ted views of Israel 
(including unique Kotel series), Europe 
and the U.S. explore the omnipresence 
of the Creator. 

#1023 Harry Zeitlin 

Katya Apekina 's o r ig ina l ceramic 
judaic designs have achieved wide 
acclaim at all the leading judaic festi
vals. This musician's menorah is her 
latest earthenware creation. 

#1337 Katya Apekina #1414A 

™ 

Michele Dodick's brightly colored hand-
painted ceramic Judaica is funky yet still 
retains a traditional aesthetic. Her grow
ing collection includes tzedakah boxes, 
challah platters, honeypots, mezuzahs, 
menorahs and Seder plates. 

Michele Dodick #1416 

"jehoiakim," 48" x 48" x 15", is one in 
a series of seven original metal wall 
sculptures. Large, small and medium-
sized abstract works w i t h Judaic 
themes available in metal, wood, terra
cotta and handmade paper. 

Harold Kahn 

Textile: "A Light to the Nations" — one 
of a series of Jewish wor ld themes. 
Handmade embroideries and applique 
for synagogues and private collectors. 
Commissions welcomed for Torah man
tles, parochot, chuppot and decorative 
textiles. Collection, Skirball Museum. 

#1417 Peachy Levy #1163 

To receive more information from the artists, note their number on the Reader Service card between pp 56 & 57 and return to: ^ y y % 
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H O W 
A selection of worlds by leading contemporary Judaic artists 

Media-paper-watercolor, limited edi
tions, commissions, ketubot and callig
raphy. Three new lithographs in Sivia's 
lyrical watercolor style. Above, "Song 
of Songs," also "Maimonides' Prayer" 
and "justice, Justice." Four limited edi
tion ketubot with traditional, conserva
tive, egalitarian or custom texts. 

Sivia Katz 

Diane Palley's folkart ketubot are origi
nal silkscreens of papercuts in six bril
liant colors on acid-free archival 20" x 
27" paper. Available in a variety of 
texts. 

#1208 Diane Palley #1414B 

I 

Working closely with individuals, cou
ples and families, Debra Band creates 
original ketubot, invitations and pre
sentation artwork. Whether in person 
or by telephone/fax, she focuses on the 
Jewish spirituality and personal inter
ests of her cl ients. Limited-edit ion 
ketubot available. 

Debra Band #1266 

Ketubot and special design art by 
Nava Shoham—a beautiful heirloom 
both for a bride and groom as well as 
for long-wed couples. A rare blend of 
expert calligraphy, modern designs on 
parchment or h igh-qua l i t y paper. 
Lithographs available. 

Custom designed clocks, Mizrahs, pic
tures, wall-hangings, in cross-stitch, 
petit-point, crewel, needlepoint, etc., 
made to suit your taste and occasion. 
Traditional Biblical themes: contempo
rary or c lassical . Each creat ion is 
unique. 

Add beauty to the wedding ceremony! 
Ketubah—fine hand-painted serigraph 
makes perfect wedding gift. Rich color 
and intricate detail combined in the tra
dition of Persian art. All texts available. 

Nava Shoham #1306 Golda Tal #1350 Ted Labow #1411 

To receive more information from the artists, note their number on the Reader Service card between pp 56 & 57 and return to: / 
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onor i(pll 
MOMENT, the most wide K 

read independent Jewish magazine in 
America, is published, as Abraham 

Lincoln might have said, not only for you, but 
by you. That is, like all independent Jewish magazines, 
MOMENT operates at a loss. This year's heavy increases in 
postage rates and the cost of paper have been especially 
difficult to bear. But we have not increased our regular sub
scription price and we have not discontinued our special 
subscription offers (at nominal below-cost prices) to rab
binical discussion groups, to Jewish college students, to 
new synagogue members, even to people who only buy 
tickets for the high holidays (see p. 77). 

How do we do it? How do we handle the loss? 
Simple! Well, not so simple really. We turn to you. It's 

not something we like to do. But we thank you from the 
bottom of our collective heart. Only because of your 
generosity are we able to survive. (You've all heard about 
the Jewish publications that have bit the dust in the last 
few years.) Only because of your generosity can we con

tinue to engage the Jewish world with our unique com
bination of feisty, challenging, provocative, totally inde
pendent articles, as well as our heart-warming, supportive, 
informative articles, and our downright hilarious ones. 

So we h o n o r all of you who are more than sub
scribers—our special friends who make the difference! 

We hope that you'll take a MOMENT now (excuse the 
pun) to send us your generous contribution for 1995. 
Like the 1994 contributors below, you'll then be listed 
in next year's Honor roll. 

Please send your check or charge it to MasterCard 
or Visa to MOMENT, 4710 41st Street, N.W.,. Washington, 
D.C. 20016. All contr ibut ions are tax-deductible; 
MOMENT is approved by the Internal Revenue Service 
as a nonprofit, educational organization. 

You and we know better, but the IRS now requires 
us to inform you that you received "nothing of value" in 
return for your gift. But you will receive all the psycho
logical compensation that comes with being part of the 
creative effort that is MOMENT. 

Hershel ShaJiks, Suzanne Singer, Andreiu Silow-Carroll and 
all of us at MOMENT. 

TSADIKKIM 
$5000 and over 

Martin Cole & Connie Belin 

BENEFACTORS 
$1000 TO $4,999 

SUPPORTERS 
$100 to $500 

Peter Aptakin 
Sue Arnold 
Rabbi David H. Auerbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard V. Bandler 
D.K. Bloomfield 
Hyman Bookbinder 
Kerry Bradford 
Richard B. Bryant 
Richard Cain 
Gaye & Jack Catch 
Arnold & Annebelle Cohen 
William & Sylvia Cohen 
Arthur & Isadora Dellheim 
Ditschman/Flemington Ford 
Josh Dressier 
Frank & Ahuva Dye 
Lois & Richard England Foundation 
Dr. Cheryl Fishbein 

Kenneth & Ann Bialkin 
Maurice & Marilyn Cohen 
Terrence & Ruth Elkes 
Leon & Rosalie Gerber 

Eugene Grant 
Morris Rodman 
Bernard & Rita Segerman 
Charles E. Smith 

Herschel & Goldene Blumberg Richard & Joan Scheuer 

R. C. Franklin 
Herbert A. Friedman 
Rabbi & Mrs. Herbert Friedman 
Melvin M. Gart 
Gerald Gelles 
Muriel Ginsberg 
Maxine & Kalman Goldenberg 
Aaron & Cecile Goldman 
Hershel Goren 
Stephen & Judith Goodman 
Joanne Greenberg 
Bonnie & Leslie Handler 
Benjamin Isenberg 
Ghetel P. Kahan 
Allen A. Kurnick 
Samuel & Francine Klagsbrun 
Mr. & Mrs. M. H. Levin 
Mr. & Mrs. Rikki Lewin 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Lewit 
Amy & Alan Lowenstein 
William & Julie Lupatkin 

Rabbi Jack A. Luxemburg 
Bernard Marcus 
William McKenna 
Dr. Alan & Gloria Mintz 
Gerald Morgan Jr. 
Charlene & Bernard Poley 
Shirley Povich 
Murray Projector 
M. Prushankin 
Adi Raviv 
Seymour D. Reich 
Gertrude Richman 
Lillian Rohr 
S. Rohr 
Neil Rolde 
Daniel Rose 
Contance Rosen 
Rabbi Leonard Rosenthal 
Mrs. Arthur Rous 
William & Esther Rubin 
Joyce Saffir 

David Bruce Smith 
Michael & Judy Steinhardt 
Aaron, Marjorie & 

Amy Ziegelman 

Esther & Harry Plotkin 

Les & Deborah Schneider 
Harry Seeve 
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Shader 
David M. Shapiro 
R.G.S. Silten 
Evelyn Smith 
Paul Solyw 
Marvin & Dorothy J. Sparrow 
Sydney Staffin 
Robert L. Stern 
Alexander M. & Brenda R. 
Tanger Charitable Fund 
Theodore S. Tapper M.D. 
Lillian R. Vernon 
Rabbi Jonah Weinberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Harris K. Weston 
Mr. & Mrs. Max Wohl 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Zorensky 



ASSOCIATES 
Under $100 
Frances K. Aaronson 
Joshua Abdallah 
Jeff Abrams 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Abrams 
Arthur S. Abramson 
Joel Abromson 
David Ackerman 
Jeffery Ackerman 
Linda Adler 
Nathan Adler 
Mr. & Mrs. Sol Africk 
Dr. Harvey W. Aiges 
Lillian C. Aleinikoff 
Pearl & Morris Alex 
Sandra Aloni 
Stephanie Airman 
Mrs. Harvey H. Ammerman 
Howard A. Andrews 
M. Applebaum 
Ina Aronow 
Helen S. Aronson 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Asch 
Rabbi Raphael Asher 
Bertil Askelid 
Dr. & Mrs. Walter Askinas 
Susie Aufrecht 
Mary C. Averill 
Allan Baer 
M. H. Baker 
Neil B. Baker 
Donn F. Baker 
Sheryl Ballard 
Dr. and Mrs. M. L. Bankoff 
Debby Baratz 
J. L. Barr 
Paula G. Barta 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving Baschevkin 
Donna Bassin 
Roberta Baum 
Mrs. P. Bear 
Eugene Becker 
Lawrence J. Beecher 
Jack Belsky 
Florence and Mike Benay 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Benay 
Otto B. Berets 
Stanley A. Berger 
Rabbi Donald R. Berlin 
Guy Bermel & 

Sara Frankel-Bermel 
Eliot S. Berkley 
Dr. Benjamin Berkowitz 
Steve M. Berman 
H. Bernstein 
Judith Bernstein 
Daniel Bienstock 
R. Russell Bixler 
Samuel Blacker 
Annette C. Blank 
Marc N. Blattner 
Dr. D.K. Bloomfield 
Elisabeth Boas 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard S. Boas 
Mrs. Robert Bogomolny 
Samuel & Dorothy Bogorad 
Alan and Helen Bonapart 
Anne & Marvin Bonowitz 
Joan Bornstein 
Irwin S. Boss 
Richard Braun M.D. 
Lisa Braun-Glazer 
Mr, & Mrs. Marvin Brenner 
Janet Breskman 
Rhoda Bress 

Abraham & Rebecca Brightman 
Naomi Brill 
Edward Brody 
Albert Brodzinsky 
Leonard Bromberg 
Julie Brookler 
Jacob Brown 
Jeannette L. Brown 
E. Brustein 
Richard B. Bryant 
Gregg Buchman 

Beulah B. Buchwald 
Sharon Buckstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Bulbin 
Dr. A. Butler 
Harry Cagin 
Alma Cahn 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Caine 
Ian D. Campbell 
Lisa E. Stone & Scott B. Cantor 
Dan Caplan 
Bernard Catcher 
Frederick Cezer 
Rabbi Steven Chatinover 
Fred & Tessa Cherniss 
Anne Dornfeld Cohen 
Lynn B. Cohen 
Margaret Cohen 
Mark Cohen 
Melvin & Susie Cohen 
Millard S. Cohen 
Dr. Robert L. Cohen 
Rosalie P. Cohen 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard L. Cohodas 
Clarence L. Coleman 
Kenneth Compart 
Meta F. Cooper 
H. Cooperman 
Leon & Marie Cori 
Mr. & Mrs. Cotton 
Ruth Cowan 
L. M. Cowen 
Sidney & Betty Crell 
Marlene Cushing 
Phylissanne Damey 
Joseph Danzer 
Elliot Davidoff M.D. 
Marjorie Davidoff 
Mr. & Mrs. John Debey 
Betty Sue Dekro 
Selma K. Denburg 
Mrs. Stanley Denver 
Gabriel Deutsch 
Hy Diamond 
Arne & Rae Divine 
The Doblins 
Ron Dolinger 
Ken Dollarhide 
Rabbi Paul Drazen 
Lori Dreffin 
Madeline P. Dreifus 
Adrian A. Durlester 
Kathy M. Early 
Seth & Karen Eaton 
Rabbi David Ebstein 
Rabbi Laurence Edwards 
Michael J. Egge 
Maurice S. Eichler 
Gertrude Einstein 
Dr. & Mrs. Saul Eisen 
Esther Eisenberg 
Drs. L. & C. Eisenberg 
Charles Elgart 
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Emerson 
Robert L. Engel 
Abraham H. Epstein 
Ralph Epstein 
Mark L. Esensten M.D. 
Mr. & Mrs. Eitan Evan 
Kathleen Evans 
Jake & Janet Farber 
Dorothy Farber 
A. & T. Faye 
E. Feder 
Mittie Feeley 
Herman Feifel 
Dr. Alvan R. Feinstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel E. 
Felderbaum 
Gary & Sharon Feldman 
Michael Feldman 
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Feldman 
Myer Feldman 
Morey & Jeanne Feldman 
Dr. Albert Ferencz 
Randy Fertel 
James Fingeroth 
Ira W. Fine 
Coleman Finke! 
Charlotte Finkelstein 

B. Firestone 
0. Firschein 
Claude S. Fischer 
Dr. Stuart Fischman 
Sam Fisher 
Zehava Fishman 
Dr. & Mrs. Herman J. Flax 
Dave Fleischer 
Charles L. Fletcher 
Arthur Flicker 
Amanda Ford 
Esther Forman 
Rabbi Jerome S. Fox 
Jerry & Carole Fox 
Edgar Frank 
Daniel S. Freed 
Shirley R. Freedland 
Deborah & Larry Freedman 
M. Freeman 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Freeman 
Dwight D. Freund 
Hannah Fried 
Barry W. Frieder M.D. 
Harvey Friedman 
Rabbi Mark Friedman 
S. Friedman 
Judy Frumkin 
Dr. Berl Frymer 
Trudi Galblum 
Murray and Suzanne Gallant 
Lorraine Gallard 
Francis Garber 
Judy Gardenswartz 
Drs. Felix & Erika Garfunkel 
Mr. & Mrs. Sydney Geiger 
Dr. Edmund A. Geller 
Barbara Gerson 
Mrs. Julius Gettheim 
Jeffrey Gevirtz 
Mindah Gladstein 
Howard A. Gilbert 
Joyce K. Gilbert 
Ben and Lillian Gingold 
Muriel Ginsberg 
Mindah Gladstein 
Rabbi Henry Glazer 
Fritz P. Gluckstein 
Jack J. Gluskin 
Marvin Glyder 
Martin D. Gold 
Hadassah Gold 
Ike Gold 
Milton J, Gold 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goldberg 
Rabbi Morton Goldberg 
Rabbi Daniel Goldberger 
Meyer G. Goldblatt 
Florence Goldner 
The Golden Rule Society 
Frances Goldman 
Donald L. & Lorraine J. Goldman 
Louise Goldman 
Toby D. Goldman 
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard A. Goldman 
Carol A. Goldman 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Goldman 
Florence Goldner 
Isadore Goldstein 
Rabbi J. Goldstein 
Morris Goldstein 
Judith Goldstein 
Mort Goldstein 
Max Goldweber 
Lorraine Gollub 
David Goodman 
Mr. & Mrs. Milton Goodman 
Sam Gordon 
Lisa Gordon 
David & Suzon Gordon 
Marcia & Gerald Gordon 
Dr. & Mrs. Seymour Goren 
Ralph M. Goren 
Susan & Jacques Gorlin 
Steven J. Gould 
Hazel A. Gould 
Ed Grad 
Marilyn Graubart 
Michael M. Green 
Neil Greenbaum 

Edward & Joan Greenberg 
Capt. E. G. Greenberg 
L. Greenberg 
Solomon Greenberg 
Jill Moss Greenberg 
Mr. & Ms. Morris Greenberger 
Robin Greenwald 
Irving Greenspon 
Judith Grimbaum 
I. Grinbaum 
Albert Gross 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Gross 
Sidney B. Gurfreund 
Irvin M. Gutman 
Leo G. Hacker 
Ms. Sally Hagel 
M. Ellen Halfon 
Henry Halle 
Henry & Janina Hallerman 
Rabbi Erwin M. Halpern 
Dr. Charles H. Hammer 
Mr. & Mrs. Hantman 
Dr. & Mrs. Norman J. Harris 
Herbert J. Hatch 
Jean Hecht 
Hans Heilbronner 
Louis Heit 
Alvin K. Hellerstein 
Lee M. Hendler 
Bernard Herman 
Hayim Herring 
Sidney Hersh 
Armand Herskovic 
David L. Herzog 
Brian Himelbloom 
Michael & Maureen Hirsch 
Irwin Hirschfield 
Sue Hockberg 
Dr. RudoltzHockman 
David Hockstein 
Janice Hoff 
Rabbi Morton Hoffman 
Irwin Hollander M.D. 
Jacob M. Holtzman 
Hope Honig 
Philip Horn 
Phillip Horowitz 
Dr. & Mrs. Harold Horwitz 
Rhona & Mitch Hymowitz 
M. Murry Hysen 
Isaac Imber 
R. E. Imershein 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Isgur 
Albert Jacobs 
Rabbi Robert P. Jacobs 
Ann Nickman Jacobson 
Cecil M. Jaffe 
Rosalyn E. Jonas 
Florence Jonswold 
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Was Cohen's Critique of Jewish Population Study 
Social Science or an Ideological Diatribe? 
Hebrew University sociologist Steven M. Cohen's analysis of the National Jewish Population Survey, in the December 1994 issue of 
MOMENT ("Why Intermarriage May Not Threaten Jewish Continuity"), prompted an angry reaction from 12 members of the committee that 
planned the study. Cohen questioned not only the NJPS's best-known finding—an interfaith marriage rate for Jews of 52 percent—but 
also a NJPS finding that 400,000 "Adults of Jewish Parentage" practice another religion and no longer identify as Jews, and the criteria 
the surveyors used to define a respondent as Jewish. Below is a letter signed by the committee members whose names appear in the 
box at right; Cohen's rebuttal follows. For other readers' reactions, see p. 8. 

In trying to explain "Why 
Intermarriage May Not Threaten 
Jewish Continuity," Steven M. 

Cohen loosely cloaks an ideological 
peroration and a professional diatribe 
in the garb of social science. 

He lapses into the rhetoric of 
Social Darwinism reminiscent of the 
worst propaganda of 1930s Europe— 
differentiating between "weak mem
bers of the species" and "fitter" Jews— 
in the name of social science. 

Therefore, as members of the 
National Technical Advisory 
Committee on Jewish Population 
Studies (NTAC) that oversaw the 1990 
National Jewish Population Survey 
(NJPS), we believe his attempts to dis
credit the hard-fought-for objectivity 
maintained by the professional group 
of demographers, sociologists, and 
community planners who carried out 
the 1990 NJPS succeed only in raising 
questions about his own standing in 
the community of scholars. 

Although Cohen purports to focus 
upon the "errors" he believes plague the 
prevailing estimate of the current inter
marriage rate, in fact he lodges two 
unfounded charges against the method
ology of this landmark study, which—if 
they were true—would cast doubt on far 
more than the rate of intermarriage. 

Cohen fails to inform readers that 
he himself was a member of the 
Council of Jewish Federation's NTAC 
during the period in which the survey 
was planned and at the time all the 
decisions he criticizes were made. 
Indeed, the presentation of the statis
tics by various categories of Jewish iden
tity in Highlights was a direct response 
to Cohen's concern about properly dis
tinguishing between the core and the 
periphery of the population. To 
accomplish this objective the survey 
provided respondents with the oppor
tunity to identify themselves as Jewish 

or not by both religious and ethnic cri
teria. Cases of dubious identity were 
classified by a panel of researchers who 
made every effort to place respondents 
in the categories that they themselves 
would most likely have selected. 

As regards the population of 
400,000 "Jews of Other Religions" 
(JOR), a solid basis of evidence 
argued for their inclusion in the sur
vey (but not in the core population) 
because these respondents main
tained their self-identification as 
"Jewish" in the course of three sepa
rate interviews, and feltjewish enough 
to stay on the telephone for half an 
hour answering a Jewish survey. 
Cohen's attempts to discover whether 
they were really gentiles or just "weak
er members of the species" by sifting 
through their holiday observances is 
totally illogical since the basis of inclu
sion of any respondent in the survey 
was if one answered affirmatively to 
"consider yourself Jewish?", "raised 
Jewish?" or "had ajewish parent?" A 
survey researcher cannot turn around 
and become a one-person beth din 
determining "who is ajew." 

We refute the accusation that we 
stated as "fact" that "52 percent of 
Jewish 'young' people are marrying out 
of the faith." The intermarriage rate we 
calculated at 52 percent for 1985-90 
was for current marriages of any adult 
who was ever a member of the Core 
Jewish Population, i.e., self-identified as 
born or raised as ajew by religion or as 
a Jew with no religion. The calculation 
does include people who were once 
Jewish and are now Buddhist or 
Christian (often as a result of intermar
riage itself). 

We categorically deny that our cal
culations of the intermarriage rate 
involved any individual who was "both 
born and raised Catholic and had one 
Jewish parent." Nobody except Cohen 

has discovered an intermarriage rate 
as low as 41 percent on this basis. In 
fact, several NTAC members have 
independently calculated the inter
marriage rate for that period using 
both weighted and unweighted sam
ples, and all have produced results 
very close to 52 percent. 

Concurrently, we question Cohen's 
unsupported assumption that the 
children of Russian immigrants will 
intermarry much less than the aver
age Jewish American, and therefore 
will compensate for other losses 
through intermarriage and assimila
tion. On what facts does he base this 
projection? Certainly not on the earli
er high intermarriage levels among 
Russian Jews in Russia. 

Even after Cohen manages to 
reduce the intermarriage rates for the 
various cohorts, his statistics point to a 
five-fold increase in the rate of inter
marriage between the pre-1965 and 
the 1985-90 marriage cohorts, identi
cal to the increase measured by NJPS 
and also by the 1991 New York survey. 

Moreover, that the 1990 estimate of 
the intermarriage rate for die 1965-74 
cohort—31 percent—is virtually identical 
to that measured by the 1970-71 NJPS for 
1965-70 provides strong independent val
idation of die accuracy of die 1990 data. 

Cohen also misrepresents our treat
ment of converts. There is indeed an 
asymmetrical nature to movement in 
and out of the Jewish people. As 
Jewish status is, in a sense, a default 
category for born-Jews or raised-Jews 
who do not embrace other religions, 
it follows that secular Jews only leave 
the population through conversion to 
another religion, but there is no secu
lar conversion process for becoming 
Jewish, only a religious one. Contrary 
to Cohen's assertion that "the conver
sion ratio approximates almost tiiree to 
one in favor of the Jewish population," 
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we discovered that one-third of the Jews-
by-choice (JBC) were not formally con
verted; hence, we did not use the term 
"convert to Judaism." In order to be 
evenhanded, we dropped the term 
"convert out" (JCO) because we had no 
actual proof there was a formal conver
sion ceremony when a born Jew self-
identified as Baha'i or Unitarian. 
Therefore, we retained the term 'Jew-by-
choice," but adopted the sociological 
term "switcher" for the Jewish apostates. 
On this basis, the entries and exits from 
the Jewish people were evenly balanced. 

Throughout the planning and imple
mentation processes of NJPS, no pres
sure whatsoever was applied to manipu
late either the methodology or the 
findings in order to secure a particular 
outcome, or to favor a preordained ide
ological position. In contrast, in meet
ings of the NT AC, Cohen repeatedly 
voiced the need to present a positive 
spin on our analyses in keeping with his 
previously published opinions. 

NJPS is public-access data and has 
been used by dozens of scholars over 
the last four years, yet only Cohen 
seems to have discovered the data 
problems he outlines as the basis for 
his claims about the resilience of the 
Jewish community. 

The customary method by which 
academic and scientific arguments are 
debated is by peer review. Cohen's 
objections were the subject of an 
NTAC meeting in September 1991. 
Following this, the committee, com
posed of leading Jewish scholars and 
experts in the conduction of large-
scale surveys, voted overwhelmingly to 
reject the arguments that Cohen has 
resurrected, some three years later, in 
MOMKNT. Moreover, at a later confer
ence at Brandeis University, where he 
was given an opportunity to air his 
concerns in a public forum of scholars, 
his arguments were again disputed by 
leading international demographers. 

According to Cohen, the crucial 
question of the "weighting" of the sur
vey is responsible for most of the 
alleged "inaccuracy." 

Cohen oversimplifies the purpose 
of the weighting in NJPS. In addition 
to the reason Cohen gives, weighting 
was also used to compensate for the 
fact that some of the Jews identified 
in the telephone screening of the 
125,000 households refused to partici
pate in the NJPS. They did provide 
some information at both the screen

ing telephone call and at later con
tacts, and this information showed 
some differences between the cooper-
ators and the nonparticipants. One 
purpose of weighting was to adjust for 
these differences. We note that these 
differences apply to the Jewish popu
lation, not to the total U.S. popula
tion. Eliminating the weights, as 
Cohen has done, preserves the distor-

"The Jewish commu
nity can ill afford to 
heed the voice of a 
single iconoclast." 

lions in the sample introduced by dif
ferent cooperation rates among dif
ferent demographic groups of Jews. 

A second purpose of weighting was 
to compensate for overrepresentation 
of households with more than one 
telephone number. Omitting weights 
more than doubles the representation 
of these (mostly upper-income) 
households in the sample, as com
pared with what they should be. 

It is true, as Cohen mentions, that 
the weighting system assumes that 
Jews and gentiles cooperate at the 
same rate within certain demographic 
groups. However, NJPS did carry out 
a test of the reasonableness of this 
assumption by checking to see 
whether cooperators and noncooper-
ators in the sample whose names were 
listed in the telephone directories 
had the same proportions of distinc
tive Jewish names, e.g., Cohen, 
Kaplan, etc. That the proportions 
were reasonably close provided sup
port to the weighting method. (The 
test is described on page 38 of the 
Highlights in a section entitled 
"Accuracy of Data"). We are not 
aware of any studies that would sup
port Cohen's assumption in ignoring 
weighting, that all demographic 
groups cooperate at the same rate. 
Almost all household surveys we are 
aware of show much lower coopera
tion rates in large cities than in less 
densely populated areas, and among 
specific age and education groups. It 
would be very surprising if similar pat
terns did not apply to the NJPS; 
Cohen did not report any evidence 
for his belief. 

Quite apart from his misuse and 
misrepresentation of our methods, 

Cohen seeks to play prophet regard
ing the size, strength, and structure of 
the American Jewish community in 
the year 2050." 

If the 20th century has taught us 
anything about predicting the Jewish 
future, it is to be modest with our 
prognostications—particularly as re
gards which branch of the community 
will thrive and which will wither. Coh
en's smugness about who will make 
up the "leaner and meaner" commu
nity of his Jewish future reflects little 
respect for our recent history. 

We believe that Cohen rendered a 
great disservice to your readers in 
confusing his interpretations of data 
with allegations of error by a highly 
reputable and dedicated group of 
social scientists. He thus also ren
dered a great disservice to the com
munity of scholars on the basis of 
whose work he seeks to promote his 
curious interpretations of American 
Jewish reality. The Jewish community 
can ill afford to heed the voice of a 
single iconoclastic interpreter of data. 
Rather, it would be wiser to plan its 
future on the basis of the sound scien
tific data and procedures that were 
scrupulously followed by the mem
bers of the NTAC. ® 

Sidney Goldstein, NTAC Chair 
Brown University 

Sergio DellaPergola 
The Hebrew University 

Ariela Keysar 
CUNY Graduate Center 

Barry A. Kosmin 
CUNY Graduate Center 

Vivian Z. Klaff 
University of Delaware 

Daniel B. Levine 
Washington, D.C. 

Joseph Waksberg, NTAC Vice-Chair 
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Egon Mayer 
Brooklyn College 

Frank L. Mott 
Ohio State University 

Bruce Phillips 
Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles 

Jeffrey Scheckner 
Council of Jewish Federations 

Ira M. Sheskin 
University of Miami 
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"I questioned my colleagues' procedures, 
not their professional competence." 

In reply to the letter signed by 
some members of the Council of 
Jewish Federation's (CJF) 

National Technical Advisory 
Committee (NTAC): 

First, we agree that the NJPS is a 
valuable data set, albeit one that 
requires careful interpretation. 

Second, we agree that intermar
riage has grown substantially, and that 
it diminishes individuals' chances for 
Jewish continuity. We also agree on 
the rates for the late 1960s. As for 
1985-90, whether the rates are 41 per
cent or 52 percent, the policy implica
tions are similar. 

Third, despite my critique of my 
colleagues' procedures, I respect their 
professional competence. My article 
pointed out a professional disagree
ment and did not attack the reputa
tion of those with whom I have 
worked for upwards of 20 years, which 
is why it mentioned no names. 

Fourth, I now regret the use of such 
language as "Jewishly stronger mem
bers of the species." However, I stand 
by the underlying concept in my arti
cle: "As a rule, intermarriers come 
from less intensive Jewish backgrounds 
(fewer rituals in the home, less Jewish 
education, etc.)." If the population is 
to experience a high rate of intermar
riage—be it 41 percent or 52 percent 
or somewhere in between—the impact 
of intermarriage on total levels of 
Jewish activity is somewhat mitigated 
by its concentration among less active 
Jews. I maintain this belief, but apolo
gize for a metaphor that was insensi
tive to interfaith couples. 

And now, some points of contention. 
Regarding converts, I am pleased 

the letter writers now acknowledge 
publicly what they had written in a pri
vate memo to researchers: their esti
mates ofJews-by-Choice and Converts-
out use very different definitions. 
Therefore (WARNINC, WARNINC) 
one should not conclude—as any lay 
reader would—that as many Jews con
vert out as gentiles who convert in. 
Rather, using parallel, symmetric defi

nitions of conversions, conversion into 
Judaism is far more frequent than 
converting (or switching out). 

I am also pleased my critics have— 
by their silence—apparently conced
ed my point about the so-called 
415,000 "Adults ofjewish Parentage" 
who are not Jewish now. As I noted, 
of those respondents who were asked 
(Question 119i), none of them said 
they had Jewish parents, either moth
ers or fathers. The CJF researchers 
had privately circulated a memoran
dum advising researchers to drop 
"parentage" and use the more 
ambiguous and less demanding term 
"background" instead. My point is 
that this revision, this second admis
sion of researcher fallibility, ought to 
have been loudly announced in pub
lic so that well-intentioned rabbis 
would not give sermons on the 
400,000 children ofjewish parents 
who have left the faith in just the last 
generation. 

"Name-calling is the 
rhetorical tactic of 
those whose cases 
are weak on their 

merits." 

Regarding the weights, the letter 
writers never explain why these 
weights generate estimates of the New 
York Jewish population that are too 
small and too non-observant. If the 
weights artificially depress the region 
of the country with the lowest rate of 
intermarriage as well as depress the 
number of more observant Jews (who 
have lower rates of intermarriage), 
maybe they also artificially depress 
estimates of the intermarriage rates. 
Why have the CJF researchers never 
published a methodological analysis 
of the weights? Why have three senior 
professors, all one-time members of 
the NTAC until they were dismissed, 
decided to conduct their analyses 

without uncritically using these sus
pect weights? 

Next, consider the classification of 
the respondents and their spouses as 
Jews or gentiles. As I pointed out 
when I was still a member of the 
NTAC, the questionnaire asks only 
about religion (at birth, raised, and 
now), generating many ambiguous 
answers (i.e., other than Jewish, 
Catholic, or Protestant) for all three 
questions. Anticipating the many 
ambiguous cases, I had asked that the 
interviewers ask respondents point-
blank: "Are you/is your spouse 
Jewish?" My suggestion was rejected, 
leaving us all in the dark about some 
respondents and even more spouses 
who were not directly interviewed. 

Rather than blindly accept the 
judgment of the NJPS staff, I took 
issue with several of their classifica
tion decisions. Take, for example, 
respondent #4057, a Massachusetts 
male who was born and raised a 
Catholic and continues to identify as 
such, even though his mother was 
Jewish, but his father was not. His wife 
is a born-Jewish woman whom he 
reports is now a Catholic. The staff 
classified this Catholic as a convert 
out of Judaism (a "switcher" in the 
current lingo); I prefer to call him a 
Catholic, and apparently one strongly 
involved enough to cause his Jewish-
born wife to convert. 

Here's another case. Respondent 
#2113 is a Missouri man who was 
born, raised, and identifies in a reli
gion labeled "other." The NJPS staff 
classified him as an "ethnic Jew," a 
conclusion I questioned. In some very 
exciting work now under way, Prof. 
Bruce Phillips of Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
has re-interviewed a large number of 
respondents, including Mr. 2113. His 
study reports that this respondent was 
born, raised, and identifies as a 
Protestant, had Jewish ancestry, but 
identifies as a non-Jew. 

Similarly, Mrs. 232 of Minnesota 
says her husband was born, raised, 
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and identifies with no religion. The 
NJPS staff said he's an ethnic Jew. I 
predicted lie did not identify as ajew 
and the re-interview bears me out. 

In fact, in a very helpful effort to 
resolve these differences, Prof. 
Phillips graciously spot-checked 15 
cases whose classifications I disputed. 
Of the fifteen, nine misclassifications 
were produced by the NJPS staff's 
procedures, while mine produces just 
six. I freely admit the results could 
have gone the other way. As I stated 
in my article, "The identities of some 
marginal Jews are so murky and the 
NJPS evidence is so inconclusive that 
it is extremely difficult to decide who 
is a Jew; different researchers can 
come to different conclusions." If so, 
then researchers should be encour
aged to set forth their varying inter
pretations, and discuss their differ
ences amicably and charitably. 

In this regard, why do I stand 
accused of "ideological peroration" 
(presumably for being too "optimistic" 
about the American Jewish future) 
when I conclude: "In terms of Jewish 
continuity, intermarriage is a disaster 
for individuals; from a group point of 
view, its impact is more ambiguous"? I 
wrote: "For the vast majority of fami
lies, intermarriage eventually severs 
the link of future generations with the 
Jewish people." Among young Jews, I 
reported "diluted ethnicity." I also 
wrote: "Population losses will begin in 
30 or 40 years when the children and 
grandchildren of the recent wave of 
intermarriages become adults." 
Professors Shmelz and DellaPergola 
have projected near-stability in the size 
of the American Jewish population by 
the year 2025. When I project subse
quent shrinkage am I the optimist? 

Regarding their attempts to portray 
me as a professional isolate on these 
matters, consider the following. As 
noted, at least two other researchers 
and former NTAC. members also 
reject the official NJPS weights. Prof. 
Morton Weinfeld of McGill University 
and Prof. Rela Monson of Gratz 
College quickly assigned my MOMENT 
article as required reading in their 
classes. Following publication of my 
article, Prof. Sergio DellaPergola, my 
Hebrew University colleague, invited 
me to teach a graduate seminar with 
him to discuss our varying interpreta
tions of the NJPS. As mentioned, 

Prof. Bruce Phillips has been working 
to resolve our differences. Other col
leagues have congratulated me for my 
article, without necessarily accepting 
every individual point (Prof. Calvin 
Goldscheider specifically asked me to 
mention his concurrence). 

To conclude, to the members of 
the NTAC I say this: We certainly have 
our professional disagreements. But 
there is no reason to resort to name-

calling and ad hominem attacks, 
which—as you are all well aware—are 
the rhetorical tactics of those whose 
cases are weak on their merits. 

Let me conclude with the punch
line from a joke about Trotsky's 
telegram to Stalin: "I was wrong? You 
were right? I should apologize?" ® 

Prof. Steven M. Cohen 
The Hebrew University 
Jerusalem 

W E BUY REAL ESTATE 

I N ISRAEL 

Land Commercial • Industrial • Select Residential 

ISRAELI REAL ESTATE SERVICES 
Buy • Sell • Invest 

s r a e l r e a l e s t a t e g r o u p 

1-800-814-8219 
Fax: 1-717-845-5520 

Affiliated Offices in Israel 

w e i n s t e i n 

P.O. Box 5005 
15 North Cherry Lane 
York, PA 17405 

How many times have you been asked... 
Why date Jews? Why marry Jewish? Why be Jewish? 

Who Am I ? 
is the outstanding video on the importance of raising children of 
interfaith marriages in one faith, not in both or as nothing. 
Teens, couples, parents, grandparents, rabbis, and educators 
will watch Who Am I ? again and again. You will laugh, you 
will cry, and you will be inspired with the importance of raising 
children with a strong Jewish identity. Non-Jews find the film 
sensitive and sensible. 

Who Am I ? is produced by Lena Romanoff. Director of the Jewish 
Converts & Interfaith Network and author of the book. Your People, My 
People, Finding Acceptance and Fulfillment as a Jew by Choice. 

WIW Am I? (VHS stereo video) $ 7 9 

Educator's Guide (sold only with video) S21 
Your People, My People (hard-cover book) $23 

PA residents add 6% sales tax 
Add S3 s/h per item or $7 for all three 

Order from: 
Identity Plus 
1112Hagy'sFordRoad 
Narberth. PA 19072 
1-800-664-5799 
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YOUR 

JEWISH 

HERITAGE! 

For more information 
please call: 

A y e l e t Tours, Ltd. 

800-237-1517 
518-437-0691 

The Glory That Was GREECE. The Grandeur 

That Was ROME, & The Splendor Of TURKEY 

June 27-July 14, 1995 
$4,124.00 per person 

Includes a Special 7 Nisht Greek Island Cruise 

EASTERN EUROPE 
A Vis i t To The Jewish Hear t land 

Vilnius, Warsaw, Cracow, Budapest, Prague 

August 15-29,1995 
$3,399.00 

Both Tours Include: 
• FIRST-CLASS ACCOMMODATIONS • AIRFARE FROM NYC 

• BREAKFAST AND DINNER DAILY • ALL TOURING 
• ESCORTED BY DR. STEPHEN BERK OF UNION COLLEGE 

• MUCH, MUCH MORE 

PAINT A PLASTERCRAFT 
SEDER PLATE KIT 

(no firing required, brush-on, 
non-toxic glaze included) 

Includes: 9 1/2" Seder Plate, 12 colors 
of non-toxic paint, brush, glaze & 
instructions . Paint for yourself or 

make a great gift. Free S & H. 

O N L Y $24.95 
No limit. CA res. add $2.05 tax. 
Special price on large quantities. 

Call 1-800-8-FUN ART 
Checks, money orders and credit card 

orders only. No CODs please. 

"Kids' Art Space" 12532 Riverside Dr. 

North Hollywood, CA 91607 

Ulpan Akiva Netanya 
International Hebrew Study Center 

ISRAEL STUDY VACATION 
All Year Round 

for Individuals and Families 
of all ages & backgrounds 

Hebrew at all levels (3-20 weeks) 
Hebrew Brush-up & Correct Spelling 
(24 days) Spoken Arabic (5-17 days 

— for Hebrew speakers) 
• Intensive study — small classes 
I Social & cultural activities 
• Residential program in country 

club surroundings 
• Courses on all levels open 

every month 
• For visitors from all over the world, 

Israelis & immigrants 
• Well suited to university students 
• Accredited by several universities 
B Group rates available 

For a free brochure, contact: 
ULPAN AKIVA NETANYA 
POB 6086, 42160 Netanya Israel 
Tel: 972-9-352312/3 
(Sun-Thu 9-2) 
Fax:972-9-652919 

Riskin 
continued from page 27 

Israelis and Palestinians. 
And then we must demonstrate our 

willingness to negotiate with whomever 
will negotiate on this basis: indigenous 
Palestinian leadership (which was 
begun at Madrid) or the government of 
Jordan, which, until 1967, took respon
sibility forjudea and Samaria. 

The Palestinians maintain that Israelis 
have no right to continue building in the 
territories, even in those lands on which the 
Palestinians have no legitimate claim. Their 
logic is that Judea, Samaria and Gaza 
belong to them—despite the fact that Jews 
have lived there in an unbroken chain for 
3,(X)() years, that it was promised to us at the 
Treaty of Versailles, and that we liberated 
it as a result of a war of aggression initiated 
against us (within the Green Line) in 1967. 

Sometimes even Jewish Israelis forget 
these facts. Although the government 
has authorized Efrat's citizens to contin
ue building on our fifth hill, Givat 
Hazayit, cabinet ministers such as 
Shulamit Aloni and Yossi Sarid are sup
porting the Palestinian claim that Israel 
must return to the 1949 armistice lines. 
On Dec. 30, Peace Now, Peace Bloc and 
the Israeli Communist Party joined the 
Arabs behind PLO and Hamas flags in 
trying to interfere with our legal expan
sion. I watched these left-wing Israeli 
inciters cheer as a Moslem Iman declared 
"We shall not rest until we liberate every 
grain of sand from the River [Jordan] to 
the [Mediterranean] Sea [including Tel 
Aviv]." And I saw them throw stones and 
metals bars at Israeli troops, six of whom 
had to be hospitalized. 

The Arabs have stated their red 
lines—to push us, in "stages," behind 
the blue line of the Mediterranean. Our 
government has traded in the red line 
for the green line—and is leading us, in 
a tragic move, down the path toward 
the blue line of the sea. Dare we be 
silent? How many more Israeli sacri
fices to terrorism must there be before 
we heed the counsel of President 
Weizman: to declare a moratorium on 
any further erosion of our security 
needs until the Palestinian Authority 
implements its side of the agreement? 

Our hard-won Jewish State is stand
ing on the line. ® 

Shlomo Riskin is chief rabbi ofEfral. He is 
the founder and dean of Ohr Torah 
Institutions in Efrat and Jerusalem. 
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Matzoh 
continued from page 31 

time he died in 1914, Mr. Manischewitz 
had invented a traveling oven which 
baked more than 50,000 pounds of mat
zoh a day. Today the Manischewitz 
Company, located in Jersey City, New 
Jersey, since 1932, produces 100,000-
plus pounds a day from October to 
March under its own label, as well as 
under that of Coodman's and Horowitz 
Margareten. 

In addition to the manufacture of 
matzoh, companies like Manischewitz 
packaged broken pieces into matzoh 
meal and created uses for the meal like 
"airy matzoh balls." For centuries left
over matzot were made into crumbs with 
a large wooden mortar and pestle, much 
like the corn grinders used by the early 
American Indians. Early American immi
grant recipes, for example, call for bro-
ken-up matzoh and not matzoh meal for 
matzoh balls. Indeed, even the evocative 
word "matzoh ball," as opposed to "knti-
dlach," is peculiarly American. 

Even in America, however, 
Orthodox Jews eschew matzoh balls at 
Passover. They live by the word of 
Exodus, where it says one should eat 
unleavened bread for eight days, and 
mixing matzoh with other ingredients 
ferments it. Purists also only use hand
made, or shmurah matzoh. Baked in 
places like D. and T. Matzoh Bakery in 
Crown Heights, Brooklyn, they serve a 
dedicated and ever-increasing clien
tele. D. and T. p roduces about 12-
15,000 pounds of shmurah matzoh 
each year. "Shmurah matzoh means it 
is watched or supervised from when the 
wheat is cut until after it is baked," says 
Rabbi Isaac Tenenbaum, the owner. 
They don ' t want anything not-kosher 
for Passover to touch the matzoh. The 
wheat comes from small farms in New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and upstate New 
York and is ground in local mills "kash-
ered" for Passover runs. 

In this tiny bakery, with walls and 
tables covered with brown paper, the 
carefully watched flour is mixed with 
pure spring water, rolled on a long, 
narrow wooden rolling pin, pricked (to 
reduce air bubbles which may enhance 
fermentation), baked and stacked, all 
within 18 minutes . Jewish men and 
women from all over the world work 
quickly, yelling "matzoh, matzoh" when 
their rolled out dough is ready for the 
oven. "The law is that only 18 minutes 

can elapse from when water touches 
the flour until when it goes into the 
oven," says Rabbi Tenenbaum. "After 
18 minutes it rises [ferments] and it is 
not fit for Passover matzoh." This 
shmurah matzoh, with a split second 
separating it from flat bread or crack
ers, more closely resembles the unleav
ened bread that was eaten by the Jews 
when they were fleeing Egypt. 

Even today, at small bakeries like 
Rabbi Tenenbaum ' s , entire families 

come in to bake the i r matzoh. As 
Reuven Sirota shovels the hand-
formed matzoh into the brick oven, 
he recalls his native Uzbekis tan, 
where he baked matzoh until he came 
here in the 1970s. "Making matzoh is 
a mitzvah," he said. "In Uzbekistan I 
had to make it in secret at 4 o'clock in 
the m o r n i n g . It was fo rb idden for 
Jews to ce lebra te Passover. For me, 
making matzoh openly represents the 
freedom of living in America." ® 

TEACH YOURSELF 
JUDAISM 

EXCITING "HOW TO" 
JEWISH BOOKS AND TAPES 

HOW TO READ THE TORAH, 
HAFTARAH AND MEGILLOT 

Have you ever wished you could read the Torah with accuracy, or chant 
a Haftarah or Megillah with confidence and style? Our innovative T'aamim 
Lakorim book and programmed audio cassettes give you the skills you've 
always wanted as you quickly master the readings of the entire year. You 
will enjoy discovering the system of cantjllation {ttvp) through creative 
illustrations, challenging exercises and original music. Order this easy-to-
learn new approach to a traditionally important subject for yourself or for 
that special Bar-Mitzvah. Either way, you wll be delighted! 
111. How to Read the Torah, Haftarah and MegiRot 

Book with 2 Cassettes $28.00 

HOW TO READ AND WRITE HEBREW 

Hen's when you atari to discover the ancient language of your soul and 
the modem language of our people. Whether or not you studied Hebrew 
as a chid, you will find this programmed book and audio cassette 
combination rewarding and easy-to-leam. It wil aJ come back to you! 
In addition to Basic Hebrew, other topics covered include writing Hebrew, 
the hidden meaning of the letters, questions people ask about Judaism, an 
overview of the Torah, the Jewish calendar and holidays and an 
introduction to Jewish prayer. Start your exploration of Hebrew language 
and Jewish culture with this highly practical introduction. 
Man 101. How To Road and Write Hebrew 

Book with Cassette $22,00 

HOW TO PRAY 

Pray the Jewhh Way fri Hebrew and follow the services like a pro! Each 
easy-to-follow audio cassette contains every word of the prayer, sung 
slowly and clearly, with instructions to guide the beginner. Hearing a prayer 
done correctly is the best way to learn - and our cassettes make teaming 
a pleasure. Each cassette Is only $12.00. 
130. How to Pray the Complete Weekday Shacharit 
131. How to Pray ttw Complete Weekday Minchih-Maariv 
131 A. How to Pray Via Complete Kabbalat Shabbat 
131B. How to Pray the Complete ShachariMHusaf on Shabbat 

Special: A l 4 eaaaettes $40.00 

HOW TO CONDUCT SHABBAT IN THE HOME 
Everything you need to experience the joy of the Sabbath is included in 
this extraordinary audio cassette - except the chicken soup! The spirit of 
Shabbat comes alive with the candle lighting, Kiddush, Zemirot, Birkat 
Hamazon and much more for you to learn and enjoy. 
126. How to Conduct Shabbat in the Home $12.00 

HOW TO CONDUCT THE PASSOVER SEDER 
If the thought of leading the Seder \s enough to put a frog in your throat 
- this remarkable pair of audio tapes Is for you! Inside you will be treated 
to every word of the Seder in Hebrew with clear, step-by-step Instructions 
in English, designed to make you sound great. Of course, traditional 
melodies are included as well as thoughtful commentary for you to share 
at the table. Order today for a Seder to remember. 
127S. How to Conduct the Seder 

On 2 Audio Cassettes $18.00 

HOW TO LEAD THE PRAYER SERVICES 

Already know how to pray? Now YOU can had the services on 
weekdays, Shabbat and holidays with such confidence and style that you 
will be amazed how your natural talent comes through. Each easy-to-follow 
audio cassette contains just the parts that the leader says aloud, and the 
accompanying book makes learning last and effective. Order the book and 
add the cassettes for the prayer you want to learn. 

104. How to Lead the Services Book J15.00 
105. Weekday Shacharit Cassette 112.00 
106. Weekday Minchah-Maariv Cassette (12.00 
107. Kabbalat Shabbat Cassette 112.00 
101. Peeukei D'2mr«h Shabbat Cauette 112.00 
109. Shacharit-Musaf Shabbat Cassette 112.00 
110. Shabbat Minchah Cassette 112.00 

Special: All seven only $70.00 
Also available: 
110GA. Shacharit Cassette for Roah Hashanah 112.00 
133. The Complete Megillat Esther Cassette 

With all canlllation t12JW 
124. Any Complete Torah/Haftarah Reading (Specify! 112.00 

ORDER FORM 

| On'ty Hem No. Description 

Total Enclosed: 

Your Na 

Price 

, Please add $2.00 for postage and handling. New York State residents add sales 
i tax. Orders must be prepaid in U.S Funds. Make checks payable and mail to: 

C H A D I S H MEDIA/453 E.9th Suite 3F/Brookiyn, NY 11218 
For fastest service, use your credit card and call (718)856-3882 

i 

j 

CHADISH MEDIA NON-CANTORIAL CASSETTES ARE IDEAL FOR SELF INSTRUCTION 

ORDER TODAY BY PHONE: (718) 856-3882 
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WITH NAMES LIKE GOLDBERG AND RUBINSTIEN, 
• WE HAVE TO BE GOOD! iBrandeis 

Educational Consultants 
• School and College Placement • Worldwide Fax and Phone Consults 
• School Selection and Application • Individualized Personal Attention 
• Comprehensive Essay Support • Student-Athlete Advisement 
• Tour and Interview Preparation • LD Assessment and Advocacy 

Penn > - Renee L. Goldberg, Ed.D. (Penn, Clark) < ^ Clark 
Marcia B. Rubinstien, M.A. (Brandeis, Harvard) 

Members: National Association of College Admission Counselors 
Independent Educational Consultants Association 

(203) 233-3900 

I 

GRATZ O F F E R S : 

• B.A. in Jewish Studies 

• Graduate Programs in: 

Jewish Education 
Teaching Track 

Administrative Track 

Special Needs Track 

Jewish Music 
Cantorial Studies Track 

Jewish Studies 

Jewish Liberal Studies 

Israel Studies 

J O I N T P R O G R A M S I N : 

• M.S.W. Jewish Communal 
Studies with the 
University of Pennsylvania 

• Special Needs Education 
with La Salle University 

• M.L.S./Judaica Librarianship 
with Drexel University 

• Jewish Education and 
Jewish Music with the 
Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College 

Gratz 
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Register 
now for 
Gratz 
College 
summer 
programs! 
Summer programs at Gratz College include a 

broad spectrum of course work in general 

Jewish studies, Jewish music, Jewish education 

and Judaica librarianship. Credits may be 

applied toward academic programs or taken 

tor personal enrichment. 

College 
f o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e t o : 

Gratz College 
Office of Admissions 
Old York Road & Melrose Avenue 
Melrose Park, PA 19027 

o r c a l l 

(215) 635-7302 • (800) 475-4635 

Gratz College is a constituent of the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia 

Forman 
continued from page 28 

stop pursuing peace as a value, then what 
is to prevent us from razing the Dahaishe 
refugee camp, sending tanks into Jenin, 
fencing oil the territories, instituting cap
ital punishment—actions that we have 
always considered morally repugnant? 
There must never be a symmetry between 
what we do and what Palestinians do. We 
must fight terror and hold the PLC) 
responsible for their violations of the 
Oslo accords. But we must never use the 
lowest common denominator— 
Palestinian acts of violence—as a yardstick 
to measure or justify our actions. 

To stop the peace process is to con
demn us to a never-ending cycle of vio
lence. Should this occur, image will stalk 
reality, and we will find ourselves drifting 
toward the most distasteful of images, an 
Israeli society where the symbols of a 
"holy people" and "a light unto the 
nations" will be forever buried. ® 

Rabbi David Forman is director of the Israel 
office of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and founder and chair of 
Israeli Rabbis for Human Rights. 

Advanced Jewish Studies for Women 
presents: 

An intensive learning experience 
in Talmud, Bible, Jewish Law, 

Philosophy and Rabbinics. 
Beginning to Advanced Levels. 
• Summer Institute for Women 

June 5-June 23; June 26-July 28 
• High School Program for Girls 

June 26-July 28 
And for those who can't come to 
Drisha, let Drisha come to you: 

The Drisha Tape Project 
For further information, please contact: 

Drisha Institute 
131 West 86th Street 
NY, NY 10024 
Phone: (212) 595-0307 
Fax: (212) 595-0679 
Email: drishaC" panix.com 
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Education Directory 
Drisha Institute for Jewish Education 

Location Manhattan, New York 
Contact 131 W. 86th St., New York, NY 10024, 
(212) 595-0307 

Description of Program Not affiliated with any 
movement, Drisha offers full and part-time pro
grams, as well as a series of audio tapes, dedicated 
to providing women with intensive training in study 
and analysis of traditional Jewish texts. 

Gratz College 
Location Melrose Park, Pennsylvania 
Contact Old York Rd. and Melrose Ave., Melrose 
Park, PA 19027, (215) 635-7300, (800) 475-4635 
Description of Program Gratz College, non-denom-
inationally affiliated, offers bachelor's degrees, pro
fessionally and humanities oriented masters 
degrees, teachers' diplomas and specialized gradu
ated certificates. Programs include Jewish Studies, 
Jewish Education, Jewish Music, Jewish communal 
studies, Israel Studies and Judaica Librarianship. 

Hebrew College 
Location Brookline, Massachusetts 
Contact 43 Hawes St., Brookline, MA 02146, (617) 
232-8710 

Description of Program Hebrew College serves a 
constituency of more than 2,000 students through 
its undergraduate and graduate degree programs; 
its institutes for family and early childhood educa
tors, Jewish music practitioners, and its Center for 
Adult Jewish Study. 

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute ol Religion 
Location Cincinnati, New York, Los Angeles, 
Jerusalem 
Contact 3101 Clifton Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45220, 
(513)221-1875 
Description of Program H.U.C - J.I.R. is the insti
tution of higher learning in American Reform 
Judaism. Its graduate programs include a Rabbinic 
School, School of Sacred Music, School of 
Graduate Studies, Schools of Education, School of 
Jewish Communal Service. 

Jewish University of America 
Location Skokie, Illinois 
Contact 7135 N. Carpenter Rd., Skokie, IL 60077, 
(312)539-8312 
Description of Program Graduate School with a 45-
year history admits Orthodox men only to Masters 
and Doctoral programs in Jewish education, pastoral 
counseling, and Hebrew literature majoring in philos
ophy, Bible, rabbinics, history, or Jewish studies. 

Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
Location Wyncote, Pennsylvania 
Contact Church Rd. and Greenwood Ave., Wyncote, 
PA 19095 (215) 576-0800 
Description of Program Professional training in a 
graduate rabbinical program that offers specializations 
in Hillel, chaplaincy, education or the Reconstructionist 
congregational rabbinate. Courses are offered on a 
non-matriculation basis as well. Central academic insti
tution of the Reconstructionist movement. 

WUJS Institute 
Location Arad, Israel 
Contact World Union of Jewish Students, 110 E. 
59th St., 3rd floor, New York, NY 10022, (212) 
339-6051 
Description of Program Six months study com
bines intensive Hebrew ulpan with courses in 
Judaism, Jewish history, contemporary Israel and 
Middle East studies. Weekly seminars and field 
trips. Six months work, paid or volunteer. University 
study or independent program. 

a rls 
] t 

Visual arts, performing arts, and literature 

subsidized program for artists, 

6 months of creativity in Israel 

accommodations and studios, exhibition 

space and performing opportunities 

creations of excellence will be 

recognized and publicized 

f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t : 

WUJS Institute International Graduate Centre, 
Arad 80700, Israel. Tel. 057-955370 Fax. 057-955472 
or contact in U.S.: WUJS Institute Office, 110 E. 59th St. 
New York, NY 10022. Phone 212-339-6051 Fax 212-832-2597 

s u p p o r t e d b y t h e 
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Summer at 
HEBREW 
COLLEGE 

N 
ew England's independent institution of 
higher Jewish learning invites you to come 
study this summer in Boston. 

ELI A N D BESSIE COHEN KEREM SUMMER INSTITUTE in June 

Full time residential program in text, Hebrew language, 

Jewish civilization, academic and experiential learning 

SUMMER SEMESTER June 12 - July 25 

Modern Jewish philosophy, classical Hebrew, modern 

Jewish history, Jewish education, rabbinics, literature 

SUMMER ULPAN June 14 - July 28 

MEKHINAH INTENSIVE HEBREW LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

(Hebrew I.July 10-Aug. 3; Hebrew 2,Aug. 7-31) 

At Hebrew College's Camp Yavneh in NORTHTOOD, NH, 4-8-week sessions 
for 8-16-year-olds and two-weeksessions for junior campers (grades 3-5); 

In ISRAEL, Na'aleh leadership training for teens June 23-August 7. 

1 further information: I 

HEBREW COLLEGE 
43 Hawes Street Brookline, MA 02146 
tel. (617) 232-8710 • 1-800-866-4814 
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Summer Programs 
Blue Ridge 

Location border of Georgia and North Carolina in 
the Blue Ridge mountains 
Contact P.O. Box 2888, Miami, FL 33140, (305) 
538-3434, (800) 878-2267 
Types of Participants co-ed 
Operating Season June 19-August 13 
Distinctive Programs Beautiful facility with two 
spring-fed lakes and a NEW pool. All waterfront 
activities, including water skiing and white water 
rafting. 38 campers activities, and just 200 

campers. Individual attention within community 
atmosphere. Shabbat services. 
Fees S1,950 for four weeks; $3,250 for eight weeks 

Desert Lion 
Location throughout Israel 
Contact The Israeli Sky Connection, 1098 S. 
Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling, IL 60090, (708) 541-
8090, (800) 51-ISRAEL 
Sponsorship The Israeli Sky Connection, Ltd. 
Types of Participants co-ed, ages 15-19 

Every 
Kid 

Counts 
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EMMA KAUFMANN CAMP 
Child-centered environment promoting 

individual growth, group cooperation and Jewish values. 

Sessions include 8, 7, 4 & 3 weeks plus week-long 
First Experience and Specialty Camps. Ages 8-16. 

Located on 200 plus acres along 12-mile Cheat 
Lake north of Morgantown, West Virginia. 

Steve Wendell, Director, and Charlene Wendell, Assistant 
Director, with their children Adam, Regan and Jessica. 

Horseback Riding • Water Skiing • Sailing 
Arts & Crafts • Mountain & BMX Biking • Drama 

Ropes Course • Heated Pool • All Sports 
And much, much more... 

New for '95: Subsidized Israel Trip for Teens! 

Join our Family! 
Owned and operated by the 

Jewish Community Center of Pittsburgh. 
Write for a free color brochure: 

Emma Kaufmann Camp, 5738 Forbes Ave., Box 81980, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15217, or call 412-521-8011, ext. 366. 

Operating Season July 2-August 9 
Distinctive Programs Leadership program devel
oped for today's Jewish youth. 40-day summer 
adventure. Built upon the philosophies of educating 
today's Jewish youth in their heritage and culture, 
while combining motivational experiences and 
excitement in Israel 

Fees Free Full-Color brochure. $3,900 includes 
round-trip airfare on El Al from New York 

Emma Kaufmann Camp 
Location Morgantown, West Virginia, on 12-mile lake 
Contact 5738 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15217, 
(412)521-8011 
Sponsorship Pittsburgh Jewish Community Center 
Types of Participants co-ed, ages 8-16 
Operating Season June 18-August 11 
Distinctive Programs Child-centered environ
ment promoting individual growth, group coopera
tion, Jewish values. Specialty programs include 
mountain and BMX biking, water skiing, canoeing, 
horseback riding, ropes challenge course, drama, 
arts, crafts, pottery, family camping, on 200-acre 
campus. Kosher. 

Fees from $400 for one week first experience to 
$3,000 for eight weeks 

Emma Kaufmann Camp in Israel 
Location Italy and Israel 

Contact EKC-lsrael, 5738 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, 
PA 15217, (412) 521-8011, ext.366 
Sponsorship Jewish Community Center of Pittsburgh 
Types of Participants high school sophomores, 
juniors, seniors 

Operating Season June 21-August 1 
Distinctive Programs Orientation at camp, recre
ate "Exodus Journey" from Italy to Israel, jeep ride 
in the Negev, hiking and climbing, week with Israeli 
teens in Carmiel, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Eilat, 
Masada, and more... 
Fees Heavily subsidized, starting at $1,995 

Hebrew Academy Summer Institute 
Location Jersey seashore 
Contact Box 685, Northfield, NJ 08225, (609) 383-
8484 
Sponsorship Trocki Hebrew Academy of Atlantic 
County 
Types of Participants co-ed, ages 10-16 
Operating Season July 2-August 4 
Distinctive Programs Innovative and dynamic co-ed, 
five-week program for religiously observant teens 
who want to experience it all by the seashore. 
Fees $1,795; limited financial aid available 

international Jewish Sport and Fun Camp 
Location Florida's West Palm Beach four-star 
Gulfstream Hotel 
Contact 2437 North Meridian Ave., Miami Beach, FL 
33140, (305) 674-0190, (800) CAMP-4-FUN 
Types of Participants co-ed, ages 12-20 
Operating Season July and August 
Distinctive Programs Only three minutes from the 
beach. All watersports. Language studies in Spanish, 
English, and Hebrew. Sightseeing tours of Florida. 
One on one conversations with the staff rabbi. 
Shabbat celebrated. Glatt Kosher meals. 
Fees $1,750 for three week session; $500 per each 
additional week 



New Jersey mm. Cedar Lake Camp. Camp Nah-
Jee-Wah, Teen Camp 

Location Milford and Lake Como, Pennsylvania 
Contact 21 Plymouth St., Fairfield, NJ 07004, (201) 
575-3333 
Sponsorship New Jersey Federation of YM-YWHAs 
Types of Participants co-ed, Cedar Lake: ages 11-
14; Nan-Jee-Wah: ages 6-11; Teen: ages 14-16 
Operating Season June 28-August 21 
Distinctive Programs Cedar Lake and Nah-Jee-Wah: 
Olympic-size pools, lighted tennis and basketball 
courts, art, drama, pioneering, ropes course, broad
casting, horseback riding, pottery, woodshop, rock
etry, cooking, overnights, Circus of the Kids. 
Emphasis on Jewish culture, caring physically and 
emotionally. Teen: Remarkable adventure! Rock and 
band ensemble, musical theater, competitive athlet
ics, mountain biking, jet skiing, Maccabiah Youth 
Games, waterfront activities, creative arts, intern
ships, community service, leadership program. 
Optional 9-day trips to London or Israel. All camps: 
Kosher. 

Fees from $1,700 for four weeks to S3,550 for 
eight weeks; London and Israel trips extra 

The Israeli Sky 
Connection's 
Desert Lion 

Picture yourself: Flying with an Israeli 
Air Force pilot high above Jerusalem; 
meeting with Israeli government officials; 
living on a kibbutz; staying in homes of 
Israeli families; touring the entire coun
try of Israel. The Number One provider 
of Israel leadership programs for youth 
offers a true Israel experience for the 
1995 summer. The Israeli Sky 
Connection, recognized throughout 
the world, delivers a program for Jewish 
youth where establishing a cultural link 
with the Land of Israel and developing 
leadership skills is only part of the 40-
day summer program called Desert 
Lion. Based upon The Israeli Sky 
Connection's philosophy of combining 
education, leadership development, 
challenges and fun, Desert Lion offers 
participants a chance to fully become 
part of the Land of Israel. Desert Lion 
is a fabulous summer program for 
today's Jewish Youth. To learn more or 
to receive The Israeli Sky Connection's 
full Desert Lion package, call 1-800-
51-ISRAEL, (708) 541-8090 or FAX 
(708) 541-8092. The program runs 
from July 2 to August 9, 1995. 

[t'O HOT S5i3tolol-

"COOL 
YOURS 

rA 
For more informatiort about 40 different ways 
TO DISCOVER ISRAEL, 

call AZYF at 1-800-27 ISRAEL 1-800-2747723 
American Zionist Youth Foundation • 110 tost 59th St., New York, NY 10022 . 

In cooperation with A Network of Independent *$ 

@ ) Communities ^ 7 0 u r 3 2 n c | Year! 

y Camp Blue Ridge 
The Coed Camp of the 

'90s in the Scenic 
Mountains of 

North Georgia 
Only 2 Hours North of Atlanta 
38 camper-selected activities 

including: 
• Whitewater Rafting • Waterskiing 

• All sports 
• Boating 
• Arts & Crafts 
• Riflery 
• Rappelling 
• Go Carts 

• Swimming 
• Wind Surfing 
• Drama 
• Archery 
• Mountain Climbing 
• Horseback Riding 

• Shabbat Services • Teen Program 
• 2 spring-fed lakes • NEW POOL 

• 4 or 8 weeks sessions 

Accredited by the American 
Camping Association 

Di rec tors : 
Coach J.I. Montgomery 
Morris & Sheila Waldman 
Joey &: Lori Waldman 

Toll Free: 1-800-878-CAMP 
Dade: (305) 538-3434 

Free Color Video — Or Write: 
P.O. Box 2 8 8 8 , 

Miami Beach, FL 3 3 1 4 0 
Staff Inquiries Welcome / " 

0 

KIDS, 
FUN & 

JEWISH 
EXPERIENCES 

Don't make that final decision 
for 1995 until you have called 
the New Jersey YMHA-YWHA 

Camps. Your children will 
be glad you did! ^̂r 

75 Year Tradition 

Nah-Jee-Wah 
Cedar Lake Camp 

Teen Camp 

For Further Information 
Call (201) 575-3333 
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BOB ALPER 
Rabbi/Stand-Up Comic 

(Really!) 

Recorded Live - 49 hilarious minutes 
from America's funniest Rabbi! 

The best comedy you've ever heard! 

"...his material is terrific and his delivery is excellent. 
- THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER 

$10.95 per tape (+ $1.50 postage & handling) to: Isaac Product 
Box 711, East Dorset, VT 05253. For booking/information 
contact: GOODMAN BERTRAND Co., 516/265-2961 

1. "When do we eat?" 
2. "When do we eat?" 
3. "When do we eat?" 
4. "When do we eat?" 

Are these the four questions your 
kids really ask at the seder? 

This Passover, enjoy your seder with a special Haggadah 
designed for families with young children. 

Passover can be a fun educational holiday. 
But if you have young children, getting 
them through the seder can often take a 
miracle. Unless you use the one 
Hagaddah specifically created 
for families with young chil
dren. 

We Tell It To Our Children: 
The Story of Passover is 
a unique Haggadah that 
transforms the seder into 
an engaging, action-
packed drama. 

To attract and hold a child's attention, it 
features cut-out finger puppets, songs based 
on American folk music, even large print 

for easy reading. Entire families can 
act out the story, with children as 
young as two playing small roles. 

Endorsed by rabbis and reli
gious educators, this 

Haggadah can help you 
turn a regular seder into 
an event everyone, 
young and old will 
truly enjoy 

A. To order, call Mensch Makers Press 612-644-8533 
Or mail check payable in US Dollars to: 

"A Mensch Makers Press • 1588 Northrop • Saint Paul, MN 55108-1322 
There are 9 puppet roles. You will need a minimum of 6 books, 1 leader and 5 guest editions. 

Name. 

Street. 

City/State. 

Zip Code. .Phone. 

QTY 

Ship] 

Leader Edition (With puppets)...$11.95 ea. 

Guest Edition (No puppets). ..$5.95 ea. 

MN Residents add 6.5% sales tax 

ing/handling: UPS or4lh Class Mail $5.00 
2nd Day Air $12.00 

TOTAL 

AMT 

Sorry, no credit card orders 
Orders received after April 9 cannot be guaranteed for first seder April 14, 1995-

Russian Jews 
continued from page 41 

rapidity of the flow of refugees into 
this country . But now the t ime has 
come to b r ing the new e m e r g i n g 
Russian leadership into a partnership 
with the organized Jewish community." 

In Los Angeles, says Eugene Levin of 
the Association of Soviet Jewish 
Emigres, at t i tudes toward Russians 
among Federation leaders have only 
recently begun to change. "For a long 
time, Federations related to us like a 
big b ro the r toward a small child. . . . 
Things have improved recently as some 
of our people have begun to involve 
themselves on the boards of several 
Federation agencies. 

"Even though we have been here for 
20 years and there are now 50-60,000 
ex-Soviet Jews [in metropolitan L.A.], 
it seems like many Federation board 
members are only becoming conscious 
of our existence here for the first time." 

If o ther Federations and national 
agencies resist change in their dealings 
with ex-Soviet Jews, the fate of the 
Beth Shalom People ' s Temple in 
Bensonhurs t , Brooklyn, may be 
remembered as a cautionary tale. 

The temple , a dwindl ing Reform 
congregation whose members' average 
age hovered around 75, experienced a 
renaissance at the beginning of the 
1990s when Rabbi Bennett Hermann 
convinced the synagogue board to 
offer two years of free membersh ip 
and Sunday school tuition to Russian 
Jewish families. Soon, 500 Russian Jews 
jo ined the congregation; on a typical 
Shabbat, the newcomers outnumbered 
the oldtimers by more than two to one. 

Everyone involved acknowledges that 
Hermann's free Russian membership 
policy exacerbated an already large bud
get deficit at the 82-year-old temple. But 
outreach effort supporters argued that 
only an influx of new blood could save 
the temple and pointed out that in the 
first year, 16 Russian families had begun 
paying dues."We believed that in a few 
years, 50 to 75 Russian families would be 
dues-paying members," says Bennett. 

Former synagogue president Ettie 
Singman, a s t rong suppor te r of the 
Russians, says the outreach effort's fate 
was sealed on Rosh Hashanah 1993 
when the Board of Directors posted 
sentinels at the synagogue door to 
d e m a n d payment of $10 from all 
non-paying members who wanted to 
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attend services. 
Singman calls the action "an expres

sion of xenophobia" by the self-described 
"American" faction at the temple. 

Michael Kleiss, one of the most 
prominent of the Russian Jewish mem
bers of Beth Shalom (and a dues-
payer) , said he and many others "never 
felt at home in the synagogue again." By 
early 1994, almost all the Russian mem
bers had left the shul, together with a 
n u m b e r of staunch "American" sup
porters like Singman, a temple member 
for more than 40 years. 

Hermann was subsequently fired by 

the Beth Shalom board, which charged 
him with nearly bankrupting the shul 
to pay for the Russian outreach effort. 
"We had to do it. We never said 
Russians weren't welcome, but we had 
to take measures to keep the synagogue 
from going under , " says Marsha 
Wilkow, the current temple president. 

The b r o u h a h a has a tell ing coda. 
The loss of nearly the entire Russian 
membership placed the temple in even 
more dire financial straits. Last 
autumn, Beth Shalom, on the verge of 
closing, was forced to merge with 
another Reform temple. ® 

MOMENTS 
O I T R E A C H 

s part of MOMENT'S 
Outreach program, 
we will be sending 
FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS to: 

X̂X New Synagogue Members 

$ People Who Buy Tickets 
for the High Holidays 

X̂X Jewish College Students 

Just send us names and addresses on syna
gogue stationery (indicate the category of each per
son) and enclose $3.00 for each subscription to 
cover postage and handling. That's all there is to it. 
We'll do the rest. Our address is MOMENT Outreach, 
4710 41st St., NW, Washington, DC 20016. 

MOMENT is beautiful, provocative, stimulat
ing, engaging, independent, non-threatening and 
helps people understand "why be Jewish." We 
welcome your help in our outreach program. 

Jewish Music 
for the '90s 

This Spring, MOMENT 

will present "Jewish 
Washington, D.C.," one 
tour in a series of 
Jewish Heritage 
Discovery Travel 
Programs (see p. 79). 
As part of this exciting 
event, MOMENT brings 
you "Musical Moments 
in May" (see p.78), a 
gala concert event on 
the first evening of the 
seminar. This festival 
of music will feature 
six outstanding Jewish 
musicians. Attend the 
concert, or participate 
in the whole seminar! 

MOMENT is a 

proud sponsor of 
Jewish music. 

IJEWISH 
MUSIC 
FOR 
THE 



MOMENT MAGAZINE PROUDLY PRESENTS 

MUSICAL MOMENTS IN MAY 

A Spring Concert Featuring. 

B'Sherf 

Sunday May 7,1995 
7:30 p.m. 

Georgetown University 
Conference Center 

Washington, DC 

duo of Sunny Schnitzer 
and Robin Anne Joseph 
with songs from their 
new album In Six Days as 
well as Robin's award 
winning aong Im 
Eshkacheich. Their dis
tinct variety of "Musical 
Midrash" uses traditional 
texts as a springboard for 
an upbeat contemporary 
sound. 

Alan Oresky and David Shneyer 

Tickets: 
$10 in advance, $12 at the door 

Contact: 
Michael Monheit for further information 

(301) 604-3466 

with the joyful meditative 
interplay of clarinet and 
fiddle that helped pave the 
way for the "Klezmer 
revival" of the late '70s. 
In addition to original 
melodies, David and Alan 
will play traditional 
Jewish folk tunes in their 
own "untraditional" way. 

and ]udi Tal serving as Emcee 

JEWISH 
MUSIC 
FOR 
THE 

with new selections from her 
soon to be released album 
Where the Path Leads... 
favorites from Path Across the 
Sky and reflections on Jewish 
music in the world today 

pecial Guest Appearance by Jon Simon, 
renowned jazz pianist 



DMENT's 
wish Heritage Discovery Travel Programs 

Washington, D.C. 
May 7-9,1995 

Experience our nation's capital during three intense and varied 
days of seeing it through Jewish eyes. 

M M A c|tly a t the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. Private meeting with Dr. Micr 
Berenbaum, Director of Research and prominent historian of the I lolocaust. 

"aw Reception at the Israel Embassy with a talk by a senior Israeli diplomat on "Moving 
to Peace in the Middle East." 

MM Private tours of the National Museum of American lewish Military History ^nd the 
B'nai Brith Klutznick National lewish Museum including its Jewish-American 
Sports Hall of Fame with a talk by Director Ori Soltes on "Breaking the 
Stereotype—Jews and Sports." 

MM Lectures on: "Tracing Your Family's Roots" by Harold Rhode, a leading Jewish 
genealogist; "Kreplach, Kugel and Kashe - lewish History ,vu\ People Through 
Food," by Joan Nathan, author of Jewish Cooking in America (Knopf); MM\ "Who 
Speaks for Jews? The History of lewish Influence in Washington" by Hasia R. 
Diner, Professor of American Studies, University of Maryland. 

MM Banquet. Greetings by MOMENT'S editor, Hershel Shanks, and an off-the-record 
talk by a leading member of the U.S. government, (kashrut observed) 

MM Festival of musical joy and tradition with |udi Tal; B'Shert, winner of American Zionist 
Movement First Annual Song Competition; and the irresistible Fabrengen Fiddlers. 

Registration begins: Program ends: Accommodations: 
Sunday, 1:00 pin Tuesday, 8:30 pm Georgetown University 

Conference Center 

September 2-14,1995 
A unique vision of today's Israel, an exploration of vitality and divers.., 
accompanied by an outstanding guide and a scholar who will transform r 

touring into insights and self-understanding. ^ 

MM During a week in Jerusalem clarify the meaning of lewish sovereignty while visit
ing Mt. Zion, Mea Shearim, Mt. Herzl and the Knesset; explore the multiple, and ' 
often overlooked, Christian communities in the Old City; travel to Qumran and 
Masada and by jeep to Arad while considering Israel's many strategies lor survival. 
Discover the tucked-away neighborhoods of Jerusalem, dig-for-a-day at a dramat
ic archaeological site, tangle with the vexsome problem of religious pluralism. 

MM Move to a kibbutz guest-house in the Galilee. Visit a joint Israeli-Palestinian mili
tary post, a lewish moshav in the Jordan valley on Jericho's border, a kibbutz on 
the Golan, an Israeli Arab and a Druze village. 

MM Transfer to Haifa via the ancient city of Safed. Interact with new immigrants and 
visit a hi-tech industrial park and scientific incubators. 

MM In Tel Aviv the theme becomes: "Israel-Diaspora — Do We Have Anything in 
Common Anymore?" Explore this question on the streets of Tel Aviv, at Ihe 
Diaspora Museum and over dinner along the sea in Old Jaffa. 

This tour is for first-timers in Israel and for those returning — for peo
ple seeking challenge, sheer pleasure and understanding of the fast-
paced changes in Israel and the Jewish world today. 
[Optional Addition: Three clays in Jordan to Amman, Petra, Jerash and Madaba.] 

Coming in '96 
Seminar at Sea 
Caribbean Cmise 
February, 1996 
MM"Doorway to Jewish Tradition 

and Learning" 

im* 

For full information 
about these programs 
call toll-free 

1-800-221-4644 
OR 202-364-3300 

write to 

MOMENT 
4710 41st St., NW 
Washington, DC 
20016 
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•Preschool to Adult «Real Speech 'Activity Books 

•Parent/Teacher Guides *Play & Learn 'Teacher Tested 

7103 Mill Run Drive 
Rockville, MD 20855 

jjOR L'Do^ 
dbrodie@capaccess.org 
jbrill@delphi.com 

301-963-9303 

It's known as the 
"Jewish Peace Corps" 

AJWS's 
Jewish 

Volunteer Corps 
At last you can volunteer in Asia, 

Africa & Latin America with a 

Jewish organization! 

• Volunteer opportunities for 
1 to 6 months 

• Study Tours to India, 
Honduras, Mexico & Senegal 

• College-age Summer Programs 

American Jewish 
World Service 

real people helping 
real people 

Write or call: Fran Lawless, Manager, JVC 
AJWS • 1 5 West 26th Street 

New York, NY 1 001 0 
ph(800)889-7146 
fax (212) 683-5187 

RELOCATING? 
Your heart is 

in your 
home... 

Let us put 
our hearts 
into finding 

you one. 

Shalom Home, Inc. has chosen the finest REALTORS* 
for our National Network. One call and our professionals 
can help you find the ideal setting in the right community 
as well as help you sell your present home. We will assist 
you in obtaining information regarding financing, schools, 
congregations, Kosher merchants, and community centers— 
all at no cost to you. 

We are 
committed to 
your service. 

CALL TOLL FREE: 18008-SHALOM 

Sex Ed 
continued fwm jmge 46 

for 18 years. "We try and let them know 
that this is not the sum total of what 
human sexuality is about. It includes 
giving and getting pleasure, caring, and 
affirming the worth of your partner, 
and it is beyond physicality, which dri
ves teenagers. [In contrast] , making 
love is something you only do in an inti
mate relationship with someone you 
are in love with." 

"By the end of the weekend," Rabbi 
Stein adds, "the kids really get it." 

Although the retreat encourages stu
dents to remain abstinent, that is not a 
major focus, he says. "We try to tell the 
kids that marriage is a place where sex 
is holy and sacred, but we d o n ' t tell 
them that sex outside of marriage is sin
ful," he says. "We're going to be sitting 
in a room with kids who have already 
had intercourse. I think we are better 
served if we accentuate the positive case 
and tread lightly." 

Judaism is not, however, only what 
happens within a classroom or during 
the two weeks of summer camp—one 
point on which the various strains of 
Judaism reach consensus. Sex ed. class
es, even in Jewish settings, "will not 
replace the need for parents to be 
models for their children in this area," 
says Rabbi Dorff of the University of 
Judaism. "Parents will hopefully gain 
greater comfort in talking about these 
matters with their children, and vice 
versa, because of the discussions that 
take place in the synagogue." 

Joshua Young says he didn't get much 
out of the sixth-grade class on sexuality 
at his Jewish day school. "What I learned 
at home was the real thing," he says. "If 
you have any religious basis in Judaism, 
you know that it's family-oriented. The 
family shows you what to do." ® 

Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 
1992. 

The Jewish Way in Love and Marriage (New 
York: Harper & Row, 1980). 

Love in Your Life: A Jewish View of Teenage 
Sexuality (New York: UAHC Press, 1991). 

MOMENT INTERNSHIPS 
Send resume, availability to Moment 

Intern, 4710 41st Street, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20016, or FAX it to 

(202) 364-2636. 
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Masturbation 
endnotes to page 47 

1 New York: Schocken, 1968. 

^ Lev i ra t e m a r r i a g e , o r Yibbam, is d e r i v e d 
from D e u t e r o n o m y 25:7. A b r o t h e r is forbid
den from marrying his bro ther ' s widow, except 
when the b r o t h e r dies wi thout bea r ing a son. 
T h e n h e is ob l iga ted to "take h e r as his wife 
and perform the levir's duty." 

O the r s inc lude Genesis 1:28, 6:12; Exodus 
20:13; Leviticus 18:6; Isaiah 1:15, 57:5. 

4 T B Niddah 13a a n d Kallah Rabati C h . 2 ; 
Sha'arei T'Shttvah L 'Rabbenu Yonah, No. 113. 

^ N o n p r o c r e a t i v e he t e ro sexua l i n t e r c o u r s e 
( involv ing , for e x a m p l e , a s t e r i l e m a n o r 
woman is no t considered m u r d e r for it fulfills 
o n a h , m e e t i n g the w o m a n ' s o the r - than p ro -
creat ive sexual n e e d s ) . Ma imon ides , Maggid 
Mishneh a. 1. 

6 TB Massekhet Kallah; Kallah Rahbali, Ch. 2; 
Midrash HaCadol to Genesis p . 645. 

7 TV Niddah 13b 

8 Ibid., Kallah; Kallah Rahbali, loc. cit. 

9 Va-Yeshev p . 188; Va-Yehi p . 219 
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Even HaEzer 23:2 

T B Y'vamot 76a 

Even HaEzer 20,2, see Vvush 

Are You My Mate? 

Modern Orthodox Woman 
Professional, Intelligent 

& Dynamic 
Fun, Energetic & Creative 

Thin, Pretty & Fit 
Kind & Caring 
30 Years Old 

Ready to Meet the Right 
Man For a Permanent 

Relationship 
Seeking 

Orthodox/Conservadox 
Man With Similar 

Background 

Note Required, 
Photo Requested 

P.O. Box 540 
Fulton, MD 20759 

V 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 

HERITAGE GRAPHICS 
P.O. Box 139M, Blauvelt, NY 10913 • (914) 359-0761 

JUDAIC CLIP ART 
A creative, easy to use resource for the rabbi, 
teacher, temple or school. You'll find these excep
tional graphics ideal for bulletins, flyers and 
school projects. 
• Camera ready clip art printed on paper 

Collection A - $28.00 post paid 

• Computer clip art for MAC or IBM 
on 31/2" disks containing TIFF images 
Source 1 - $43.00 post paid 

rrwQ 

WE MAKE YOU LOOK GOOD IN PRINT 

I S R A E L 
NO ONE BELONGS HERE MORE THAN YOU 

(jft^erfect vacations 
—^y^Terfect locations 

_^yy^£ferfect prices 

M O R I A H HOTELS 
we're maRthe right places 

•Jerusalem «Tel Aviv • Tiberias • Dead Sea Eilat 

from only 

$58-00' 
Call your Travel Agent or Moriah Hotels 

at (212)541-5009 or 800-221-0203 
*Rates start at $58 per person, based on double occupancy, 9 nights stay required. Special prices 

for shorter stays. High season supplements apply from April 1st to June 1st; Aug. 1st to Sept. 1st; 
Oct. 1st to Nov. 1st. 1995. All rates subject to a 15% service charge. 
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BOOKS 

COVER I L L U S T R A T I O N FROM JEWISH WISDOM 

Knives, Forks and 
Telushkin 
Jewish Wisdom: The Essential Teachings and 
How They Have Shaped the Jewish Religion, Its 
People, Culture, and History 
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin 
William Morrow and Company, 1994, 711 pp., $25.00 

Reviewed by David Epstein 

Joseph Telushkin's books are weekly 
guests at our Shabbat dinner table. No, 
he does not prepare the equivalent of 
decorative coffee table books nor does 
he provide recipes for food prepara
tion. Rabbi Telushkin creates books 
which permi t us to set a table with 
Jewish content. First, with Jewish Literacy 
(William Morrow, 1991) (see MOMENT, 
October and December 1991) and now 
with Jewish Wisdom, Rabbi Telushkin 
provides each of us an opportunity to 
learn as Jews—an impor tan t Jewish 
obligation. 

To p r epa re this review of Jewish 
Wisdom, I followed the same procedure 
I have used with Jewish Literacy during 
about 100 Shabbat d inners over the 
past two years—random selection and 
reading aloud. On a recent Friday, the 
selected Telushkin entry was "Human 
Nature-A Somber Look" and includ
ed brief discussions from the Bible, 
the Babylonian Talmud, and Jewish 
midrashic literature on "the inclina
tion toward evil," "the desire for fame," 
"reactions to one 's neighbor 's pain," 
"the propensity for evil" and "harness
ing the evil inclination for good." 

Each person a round the table was 
invited to add something to the topic, 
comment on an idea suggested by the 
reading, or ask a question, which some

one else may answer. Our 15 Shabbat din
ner participants included a fourth grad
er, a seventh grader, some high school 
and college s tudents and an array of 
adults. The formal Jewish learning rep
resented at the table varied consider
ably. The fourth grader was just as much 
in the middle of the discussion as were 
the college students who could draw on 
references to their cu r ren t studies in 
psychology, philosophy or history, while 
the more mature adults could draw on 
life experiences. 

Jewish Wisdom deals with concepts such 
as "Is God necessary for Morality?"; "All 
Jews Are Responsible One for Another"; 
"Conflicting Biblical and Talmudic Views 
of the Character of Women"; "Truth, 
Lies, and Permissible Lies." Most of us 
have opinions on topics such as these, 
some information or misinformation, 
and a readiness to tangle with these ideas 
if someone will only show us how to over
come our inhibitions and provide direc
tion. Rabbi Telushkin will and does. 

Jewish Wisdom does not have to be read 
at the Shabbat dinner table. You can dip 
in at random, select an entry as a topic for 
a discussion group, obtain ideas for a 
speech or, above all, deepen your under
standing of Jewish thought. 

Jewish Wisdom does have one problem 
not found in Jewish Literacy: Each of 
Wisdom's entries are longer—not simply 
the one or two pages perfect for reading 
aloud—and perhaps too long to be read 
aloud in its entirety at a single time. I'm 
sure I will learn my guests' listening limits as 
I continue to experiment. 

David Epstein is a Washington lawyer and the coauthor 
of Torah With Love: A Guide to Strengthening Jewish 
Values Within the Family (Prentice Hall, 1986). 

War and Forgetfulness 
The Wages of Guilt: Memories of War in 
Germany and Japan 
Ian Buruma 
Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1994. 330 pp., $25.00 

Reviewed by Ernestine Schlant 

Can one really compare the atrocities 
commit ted by Germany dur ing the 
Hitler regime with those of Japan in the 
"Greater East Asian War"? Of course not. 
But one can investigate the historical and 
personal memories of today's Germans 
andjapanese, analyze their interpreta
tion of events that tfiey participated in or 
"knew nothing about," listen to their 
individual stories, and record their pub
lic statements. Finally, one can form 
opinions on who they are today by virtue 
of how they look at that past. 

This is what Ian Buruma, distin
guished journalist and cultural critic, 
has done. He has lived in Japan for six 
years and traveled extensively in Japan 
and Germany. He visited the sites 
where the atrocities were committed 
and pondered the different roles each 
country assigned to its memorials and 
museums of these horrific events. In 
both countries, Buruma formally inter
viewed and casually conversed with a 
great number of people, from active 
opponents of officially sanctioned ver
sions of the past to the accidental com
mentators voicing frequently conserv
ative opinions that diminish the 
magnitude of the crimes committed. 
His observations and the conclusions 
he draws are thoughtful and astute and 
give a clear sense of cultural differences 
that translate into divergent interpre
tations of the past. 

Buruma correctly states that a major 
difference between J a p a n ' s and 
Germany's ways of conducting war was 
one between extremely brutal , but 
localized warfare (as in the "rape of 
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Amos Oz 

"Under This Blazing Light by Amos Oz is a 
wondrous collection of essays that brilliantly reveal 
to us the heart and mind of one of the great writers 
of our time." , 

- Chaim Potok 

This collection - published here in English for the first 
time - brings together a number of political, personal, 
and literary pieces by Israel's most celebrated living 
writer. Lively, tentative, and undogmatic, Oz's com
pelling literary insights make for consistently stimulat
ing reading, while his commentary on Israel's cultural 
and political situation seems more relevant than ever in 
the light of recent developments. The essays reveal a 
complex and humane figure of practical political influ
ence and lasting literary stature. 

44367-9 Hardback $19.95 

• - • . ; . , . • : - . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • Tup • .•::::•:•••••;••:: , , - : : . : • ; : B : g : : s ^ : p : ? : S : S : ; : s i ! ? : 

L I V I N G W I T H T H E H O L O C A U S " 

Available in bookstores or from 

CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 

LIVING W I T H T H E HOLOCAUST 

A A R O N HASS 

"A remarkable account of how human beings can, despite 
great suffering, learn to live, hope, trust, and even love 
again." — William Helmreich, author of Against All Odds 

"Aaron Hass has established his reputation as a sensitive 
student of survivors. He writes with poignance and power 
not only of their experience of traumatization, but of their 
attempts—often quite successful—to cope with their experi
ence and to rebuild in the aftermath. He speaks with sur
vivors and listens to survivors rather than speaking of them, 
talking about them and casting their experience in psycholog
ical jargon that restates and reconfirms the accepted and is 
tone deaf to the new. His work is a substantial and most 
worthy contribution to the growing literature that may force 
us to reexamine more prevalent interpretations of survival 
and the regeneration of life." 

— Michael Berenbaum, Hymen Goldman Professor of 
Theology at Georgetown University and author of 
The World Must Know: The History Of The Holocaust 
As Told In The United States Holocaust Museum 

47429-9 Hardback $22.95 

40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211 Call toll-free 800-872-7423 

MasterCard/VISA accepted. Prices subject to change. 



Why is this Haggada 
different from all 
other Haggadot? 

With every imaginable Haggada out 

in the marketplace — artistic pieces, 

cultural/historical works, family and 

children's editions, to note but a few 

— the discerning reader must pause 

to ask: How does this Haggada differ 

from all others? Why should I select 

it to grace my Seder table? 

The newly released Why Is This Night 

Different? Haggada by Rabbi lev 

Schostak may very well be the 

answer! This reader-friendly Haggada 

is written in the clear, crisp and con

cise style that has been described as 

"the Haggada you can enjoy even 

after four cups of wine!" (Its transla

tion is used in a new Davka software 

program). Over thirty classic and 

contemporary commentaries have 

been selected for this Haggada, each 

evoking the rich meaning and rele

vancy of the traditional text. Why Is 

This Night Different? features a com

plete guide to Passover preparations, 

holiday customs and ceremonies, 

and Seder directions — making it the 

ideal Passover and Seder companion 

for every member of the family. 

The author; Rabbi Zev Schostak, is a 

noted educator and writer who has 

contributed to numerous profession

al journals and popular publications. 

Ask for it at your local bookstore 

or for organizational discounts 

call VTE at 

( 7 1 8 ) 2 5 3 - 1 7 0 0 today! 

B O O K S 

Nanking") and, on the other hand, an 
ideologically conceived and systemati
cally executed genocide where territo
rial occupation served to expand the 

NEW & NOTEWORTHY 

The Doodled Family Haggadah 
Text and Drawings by Reudor 
Huntington Beach, CA: Atara Publishing, 1995. 80 pp., $24.95 

If the Simpsons (thaf s Bart, not O.J.) had a 
seder it might look like this: a riotously col
orful and only slightly irreverent re-telling of 
the Passover tale by a family of toons. 
Israeli artist Reudor glosses the full Hebrew 
and English text of the Haggadah with rid
dles, puns and some genuine insights—a 
kid-friendly standout in a crowded field. 

hunt for even more victims. 
The Japanese want to r e m e m b e r 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki as the 
supreme events of their victimization 

throughout the book are quotations from 
sources as diverse as e.e. cummings, 
Hannah Senesh, Heinrich Heine, Sir 
Thomas Browne, Sylvia Plath and the 
Bible. These seemingly unconnected writ
ings produce "sparks of illumination" and 
escort the reader through the rich maze 
of symbol and meaning in Passover. 

Roommates 
Max Apple 
New York: Warner Books, 1994, 211 pp., $19.95. 

The advance on Max 
Apple's slim memoir 
sets you up for the 
"feel-good" movie it is 
scheduled to become: 
hippy-ish grad student 
takes in his crusty, 
nonagenarian, Talmud-
quoting grandfather 
while he struggles to 
meet girls and 
become a writer. But 
there's nothing pat or 
cliched in Apple's 
unadorned telling of 
the special bond he 
shared with grand
dad Yerachmiel 
"Rocky" Goodstein, 
and there's nothing 

to prepare you for the tragedy that brought 
them even closer. 

Keeping Passover 
Ira Steingroot 
Harper San Francisco, 1995. 192 pp., $12.00 paperback 

What makes this book different from any 
other Passover guide? Part of it is the 
author's recognition of the evolving 
process of the seder ceremony. There is 
ritual and tradition and there is family; 
each works upon the other to create 
meaningful, personal seders. In 13 chap
ters that parallel the children's counting 
song, "Echad Mi Yodealf ("Who Knows 
One"), Steingroot offers information 
beyond how to prepare the table and ask 
the four questions. Steingroot, a hag
gadah expert, is at his best as he cata
logues haggadot from the Ashkenazic, 
Sephardic and hasidic traditions as well 
as those of various movements, lan
guages and communities. Scattered 

lac 

-

; them 

The Jewish Parents' Almanac 
Julie Hilton Danan 
Northvale, N.J.: Jason Aronson, 1993, 367 pp., $35.00 
paperback 

Spock solves the colic, Ferber gets • 
to sleep, Leach gets them washed, 
dressed and fed. Now comes Danan to 
try and make them mensches. The for
mat is slightly forbidding (lots of gray 
type, few illustrations), but this guide to 
Jewish parenting is a rich gathering of 
straight-forward resources (Jewish pub
lishers, recordings, videos), basic Jewish 
literacy (the holidays, home rituals) and— 
what distinguishes it from similar 
efforts—weighty discussions of Jewish 
concepts and dilemmas. A useful "Jewish 
Values Vocabulary" is a 17-point answer 
to that spine-chilling question, "Dad, why 
are we Jewish?" 
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while unde rp l ay ing the sufferings 
they inflicted on others, particularly 
the Chinese and Koreans . T h e 
Germans have been viewed as para
lyzed in their "inability to mourn." For 
decades they would have prefer red 
to silence discussion of Auschwitz and 
the atrocities it stands for, in the same 
way tha t they t u r n e d away from 
Stalingrad, symbol of their defeat and 
suffering. German officialdom's way 
to acknowledge and live with this past, 
paradoxically, was an at tempt to not 
deal with the past. 

But despite revisionist theories and 
personal amnesia, there is no doubt 
that the Holocaust has become an inex
tricable part of Germans' self-percep
tion. Each generation has, unsuccess
fully but obsessively, as Mr. Buruma 
points out, tried to come to some terms 
with these crimes. As the generations 
pass, the denials or the silence of the 
perpetrators has been broken by the 
tumultuous accusations of the genera
tion of the "1968ers." Today's successor 
generations are perhaps the first ones 
to want to know about the crimes 
actively commit ted by the Nazis and 
passively tolerated by the others. 

The Japanese avoid self-scrutiny in 
o rde r to p romote a social ha rmony 
they feel is essential to preserving an 
identity as a homogeneous, closed soci
ety. The lesson they chose to learn 
from the war is an adamant pacifism— 
a pacifism with a vengeance. This paci
fism raises questions that go beyond 
Buruma ' s willingness to speculate . 
Would a pacifism u n d e r all circum
stances allow a country to stand by idly 
watching genocide? 

With the last living participants in 
and witnesses to these disastrous 
events now elderly, there is concern 
that future generations will no longer 
know about their horrors . Buruma's 
book highlights individuals in both 
countries who have become the voice 
of conscience and or a memory that 
runs coun te r to the official s tance. 
T h e in teres t and the conce rn that 
inspired this book are testimony to 
the fact that the successive genera
tions will continue to probe and keep 
alive a per iod of history that defies 
comprehension. 

Ernestine Schlant teaches German and comparative 
Literature at Montclair State University in New Jersey. 
Together with J. Thomas Rimer she is the editor of 
Legacies and Ambiguities: Postwar Fiction and 
Culture in West Germany and Japan (Woodrow Wilson 
Center Press/The Johns Hopkins University Press). 

"This modern story is perfection itself. It 
is the most effective indictment of Nazism 
to appear in fiction. THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW (1939) 

ADDRESS U N K N O W N 

Re-published to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
liberation of the World War II concentration camps, this searing 
exchange of letters between an American and his German friend 
will move another generation of readers with its power. 

Address Unknown speaks to our moral conscience and has earned a 
permanent place on the bookshelves of everyone in this country. 

M Contact your local bookseller or call 
1-800-289-0963 to order direct. si2.99 
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THE MOST MAGNIFICENT 
THIOPIAN IEWRY 

NEEDLECRAFT 
jlgfgjrllrllrlMfil^^ 

A . Jewish Villagers 

•* \ 

1 

m&^f 
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B. Noah's Ark 

Created only in the NACOEJ compound in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, by a community still waiting to reach Israel, 
these unique works of the needlecrafters' art include bril
liantly-colored, fully hand- embroidered pillow covers, 
challah covers and matzo covers, all suitable for framing. 

Also available are tallitot, hand-woven on traditional 
pit-looms (blue or black stripes). Our weavers (men) 
and embroiderers (women and men) are heads-of-
household, supporting their families through their 
work. Proceeds help provide their salaries, materials, 
workplace and educational programs for adults and 
children. Crafts are available only through donations 
to NACOEJ (the North American Conference on 
Ethiopian Jewry), a non-profit organization. 
(Donations are tax-deductable to the full extent 
allowed by law.) 

Line drawings show current patterns (village scenes 
and Biblical characters). Actual embroidery employs bril
liant shades of purple, green, red, blue, copper, etc. For 
additional patterns contact NACOEJ at address below. 
To receive needlework, please send a donation of $72 or 
more per embroidery or $100 per tallit (plus shipping 
charge) with the coupon below. Make check payable to 
NACOEJ and mail to NACOEJ * 165 E. 56 Street * NY, 
NY 10022. Allow several weeks for delivery, and please 
specify second choices as quantities are limited. 

C. Elder Teaching Children 

Please send me the following hand-made embroidery 

I tem (Letter and Name) 

Name 

Address 

Qty. Amount Shipping 

TOTAL 

Price 
I JTallit IJblue stripes _lblack stripes. 

i JPIease send me a FREE Ethiopian 

Jewry reading list. 

City Stale Zip 

Phone Fax 

shipping costs: 
1 piece add SI.00; 

2 pieces add S2.00; 

3-S pieces add $3.50; 

5 or more pieces odd S5.50: 

NACOEJ * 165 East 56th St. * NY, NY 10022 * (212)752-6340 * Fax: (212)980-5294 
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IF YOU ARE A STUDENT OR ARE CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN 
A CONVERSION CLASS, THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR 

UNDERSTANDING JUDAISM WILL UNDERWRITE THE COST 
OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO MOMENT MAGAZINE. 

Just fill out the information below and send $3.00 payment to MOMENT 
Magazine, 4710 41 si St. NW, Washington, DC 20016. The National Center 
for Understanding Judaism is proud to sponsor MOMENT Magazine in an 
effort to promote and encourage the practice of Judaism. 
Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
Place of Study 

25^ 
(JudaicoL neads. 

'f800'9'Ju.dam^ 
* Complete Line of Books • 

Prayer Shawls • Silver • Gifts 
• Videos • Cassettes • Children's 

• Books • Games • Toys • Mezuzot 

• Kippot and much more. 

* We have Bar/Bat Mitzvah sets 
and a large seleciton of Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah Gifts. 

* Large selection of Kipot • Kettubot • 

Benchers (Grace after Meal Books) 

• Wedding Cups • and Gifts Galore 

SPECIAL SALt 25?i, off list price 
The Talmud: Steinsaltz Edition 

or Schottenstein Edition 

•*• Full selection of Books from J.P.S. 
Jason Aronson-UAHC • CCAR • 
Behrman House • Ktav • 
Artscroll and more. 

•k Largest selection of Haggadahs 
• Seder Plates • Matzah covers 

Now through Passover Free Haggadah with any order 

The Judaica & Gift Gallery 
(212)570-1818 

Peace and Prosperity 
Beyond the Promised Land: Jews and Arabs on 
a Hard Road to a New Israel 
Glenn Frankel 
New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994, 416 pp., S24.00 

Reviewed by David Karol 

This volume is the latest addition to an 
emerging genre : the "summing-up" 
hook of a major American newspaper's 
Israel correspondent In it, Frankel, a 
Pulitzer-winning Washington Post veter
an, surveys developments in Israel from 
1987 to 1994. 

Do we need ano the r such book? 
Israel already receives a hugely dispro
portionate share of press attention and 
many of the stories Frankel tells will not 
be unfamiliar to MOMKNT readers . 

What, beyond greater detail, does this 
book offer those whose reading diet 
already includes hefty por t ions of 
Mideast.news and analysis? 

Frankel writes with this concern in 
mind. He distinguishes his work from 
that of his predecessors (David Shipler, 
Thomas Friedman and others) by 
eschewing redundant commentary on 
Israel and the Palestinians, instead 
focusing on changes in Israeli Jewish 
society. His greatest contr ibut ion is 
highlighting recent important trends, 
including the rise of the Sephardi 
ethno-religious party Shas, the decline 
of socialist-Zionism and the parallel 
ascendance of Israel's hi-tech sector. 

First, however, he reviews the famil
iar story of U.S.-Israel relations and 
the peace process since 1987. Much of 
this obligatory retelling is tedious, yet 
useful as a reminder of how radically 
Israeli policy has shifted since 1992. Its 
high point is FrankcT's unsparing por
trait of a Yitzhak Shamir, who, while 
central to Israeli diplomacy for a 
decade, remained misunderstood— 
often willfully so—by too many in the 
American Jewish establishment. Fran
kel describes how American Jewish 
leaders, knowing that American Jews 
wanted to believe Israel was pursuing 
peace, made the argument "to them
selves and to o ther Americans—that 
Yitzhak Shamir was a sheep in wolf's 
clothing...a hard bargainer just wail
ing for a proper Arab peace partner to 
come and awaken his moderate soul." 
Frankel details how Shamir's behavior 
forced one American Jewish leader 
after ano the r to su r rende r to this 
illusion. 

Sometimes the author fails to tran-

8 6 MOMENT • APRIL 1995 



scend his genre 's conventions, often 
rounding up the usual suspects for juicy 
quotes, e.g. the inevitable bans mots 
from Ze'ev Chafets and Meron 
Benvenisti. On occasion, as when 
Frankel quotes Chafets or NPR's Linda 
Gradstein regarding Israeli media fig
ures, we are treated to the incestuous 
spectacle of the press talking to the 
press about the press. 

Despite these weaknesses, Frankel's 
work has much to recommend it. His 
writing is polished and thorough . 
Though a t tached to Israel since his 
days as a kibbutz volunteer in 1970, he 
avoids sentimentalised. Frankel closes 
with a description of Chaim Ramon's 
epochal triumph over the Labor Party's 
apparatchiks and conques t of the 
Histadrut. This event, little noted in the 
U.S., epitomizes the transformation of 
Israeli political and economic life. 
These changes, often drowned out by 
news of war and peace, are both cause 
and effect of the "post-Zionist" Israel 
Frankel aptly terms "more open, more 
capitalist, more self-reliant, more self
ish and more Americanized." 

It is difficult to dispute Frankel 's 
characterization; however, the question 
of what follows from it is one he does 
not address. The implications of a more 
"normal" Israel for the future of the 
Middle-East, American-Israeli relations, 
and Israeli-Diaspora ties are at once 
hopeful and unsettling. Readers seek
ing to understand how such an Israel 
has come to be would be well-served 
by an examinat ion of Beyond the 
Promised Land. 

David Karol researches Middle Eastern politics at 
the Brookings Institution, a Washington, D.C.-based 
think tank. 

G L O S S A R Y 

afikomen: (Greek) literally dessert. 
Piece of matzoh hidden during the 
Passover seder which is searched for 
and found, usually by children. 

beth din: Rabbinic court of law with 
jurisdiction in civil, criminal, and reli
gious matters. 

kashrut: regulations determining the 
Jewish dietary laws. 

qvell: (Yiddish) to take pride in. 

rosh yeshiva: headmaster of a Jewish 
school. 

tosefta: a supplement to the Mishnah, 
a collection of Jewish law. 

Dani Katsir uses fused glass and filigree detail to create exquisite 
Judaica, including Jerusalem Landmarks Hanukkiot, Collector's 
Dreidels, Tzedakah Boxes, Seder Plates, and Mezzuzot interpreting 
historic synagogue windows. Dani Katsir crafts traditional and con
temporary giftware of the highest quality. To order, contact: 

4137 Hardwoods Drive 
West Bloomfield. Ml 48323 
Phone/Fax (810) 682-7797 

MOMENT 
The Jewish Magazine 

for the 90's 

Rabbinical Study Program 
Moment will provide 

50 copies* for 1/2 year 
to discuss today's 

Jewish issues 
at your synagogue. 

"The articles in Moment 

generate lively discussions 
around important Jewish issues. 

Congregants find the topics 

stimulating and timely. " 

Rabbi Gary Fink 

Oseh Shalom 

Laurel. Maryland 

Any questions: contact 
Michael Monheit 
1-800-221-4644 

"Study Program registration fee 
$20.00. additional copies 

are $.60 per hall'year. 
We will bill you. 

Jewish 
Entertainment 
Resource 
Directory 

Looking for 
variety in programming? 

The Jewish En te r ta inment 
Resource Directory (JERD) is the 
most comprehensive reference 
guide on performers who 
specialize in preserving our 
cultural heritage through artistic 
expression. 

The JERD is a "must have" 
resource for anyone involved in 
Jew ish p r o g r a m m i n g and 
promotion of Jewish heritage 
through the arts. 

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW 
Send $18 to: JERD 

P.O. Box 12692 
Alexandria, LA 71315-2692 

(318) 442-TUNE 
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SPICE BOX 

Never needs watering 

Winter 

Hemlock | § J J c n N S ^ 

Not only that: It talks! Submitted by Adam Klein of Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Full payes in just three days 

[Unusual Hanukkah Gifts! 
Chia Rabbis 2 4 9 S 

Fancy Decorated Boxes 149" 
Hand Painted Bow Ties 9»s 
Kids Lacing Cards o 8 5 

Make & Bake Craft Kits 3*9 

Now they tell us| C O R R E C T I O N S 
It was traditional for the | j A ~ ! -
Rockefellers. 
From the Anchorage Daily 
News. Submitted by Barbara 
Beckerman of Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

sertirfn • Wednesday's food 
section inadvertently includ-

fellerreXi°r °ysters *»** 
iener which are not a tradi
tional Jewish holiday food 

Candles 
89c Dreidels 

10C 

ISRAEL CONNECTION 
JEWISH BOOKS I GiVrs ^ 

5539 North 7th Street (at Missouri) 
265-6606 —— 

What's next, "Pet Cantors"? 
Chia pets are ceramic chotchkes that grow moss-like "fur" when watered. 
Submitted by Sherry Mayer of Scottsdale, Arizona. 

Imitation is the 
highest form 
of flattery 

Another milestone in 
Black-Jewish relations. 
Kwanzaa is an African-American 
celebration of unity that takes 
place in December. 
From Texas Monthly. 
Submitted by Vickie Vogel 
of La Grange, Texas. 

."INTER*1 ^TIONA^ B O W D * ' 

KWASgAA was. 

Prayer is the first step towards 
true repentance 

Sv»..n.v'Novg«»5,W4 A3 

• Convicted of Groping Female Gidete, 
3 West Point Football Players Benched 

What's the bracha for sexual harassment? 
In Yiddish, to bench is to recite a blessing. 

From the Washington Post Submitted by Rabbi Avis Miller 

of Washington, D.C. 

Flaummen tzimmes 
(brisket with vegetables 

and prunes) 

Potato latkes 
Chunky homemade 

applesauce 
Kosher wine or apple cider 

Sufganiyot 
(jelly doughnuts) 

Submit Material to Spice Box 
Send us newspaper clippings, notes, curiosities and photographs—anything you'd like to share. 

If your material is accepted, we'll send you a gift from the MOMENT Collection. Please avoid 
writing on the item itself; attach an explanatory note instead. Mail your submissions to Spice 

Box, MOMENT, 4710 41st Street., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20016. 
Spice Box Editor: Ned Stutman 
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do 

.KiK-A 

THE FINEST COLLECTION OF 

HANDCRAFTED SILVER JUDAICA 

IN NEW YORK AWAITS YOU AT 

MICHAEL STRAUSS SILVERSMITHS 
164 EAST 6 8 T H STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212)744-8500 

OPEN MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9 - 5 ; FRIDAY 9 - 2 . SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT. 

&ABBATH CANDLESTICKS, 

A KIDDUSH CUP, A SEDER 

PLATE, A TZEDAKAH BOX -

THESE ARE JUST A FEW OF 

THE ITEMS THAT WILL BE 

CHERISHED AND WILL 

BECOME FAMILY HEIRLOOMS. 

COME AND BROWSE IN 

OUR GLITTERING SHOWROOM. 

YOU WILL SEE EXCLUSIVE, 

ONE-OF-A-KIND WORKS OF 

MODERN SILVERSMITHS AND 

AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTIONS 

OF THE TREASURES OF 

EUROPEAN JEWRY. YOU 

MAY CHOOSE FROM 

MODESTLY PRICED GIFT ITEMS 

- A MEZUZAH CASE, A 

CHANUKAH MENORAH, AND 

MANY OTHERS - THAT ARE 

OURS ALONE. YOU WILL 

RECEIVE EXPERT ADVICE AND 

PERSONAL ATTENTION FROM 

OUR HIGHLY EXPERIENCED 

STAFF. ENGRAVING AND GIFT 

WRAPPING ARE AVAILABLE, 

OF COURSE. 
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MOMENT 
The Jewish Magazine for the 90's 

•YES! I would like to have the people listed receive 
MOMENT as a gift from me at just $10 each. 

MY NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

Gift#1 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY,STATE 

Gift #2 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

ZIP. 

Add $6 for foreign/Canadian postage. 
Gift cards will be sent to you with an 

acknowledgement of your order. 

Enclosed is $ 
for subscriptions 

OR • Bill me. 
Use an additional sheet if necessary. 

For new gift subscriptions only. 

CITY,STATE,ZIP UXA75 
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GUILD SHOWCASE RESPONSE CARD 

To receive more information from the artists represented in the GUILD 
SHOWCASE, or get more information/membership application to join 
the AMERICAN GUILD OF JUDAIC ART please return this card by 
mail, or fax to (212) 779-9015. 

To better serve you we would appreciate your answering the following 
questions: 

1. Are you?: 
LJ An artist 

O A collector of Judaic an 

U A synagogue/organization looking to purchase art 

LJ A store/gallery looking For artists to represent 

• Other: 

2. Where do you purchase Judaic art? 
Synagogue shops LJ Mail order catalogs 

LJ Craft/An shows LJ General gift stores 

LJ Jewish book/gift shops LJ Directly from artists 

LJ Museum shops LJ Art galleries 

4. Would you like to 
receive membership 
information to join the 
AMERICAN GUILD OF 
JUDAIC ART? (open to 
artists, stores, individuals, 
synagogues, organizations, 
museums, etc.—anyone 
interested in the enhance
ment of the Judaic arts) 

• YES J NO 

3. Are there any specific items/types of work that you are interested in? 
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Please enter the numbers corresponding 
to the artist (see ad). 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 

Name 

Address 

City/Slate/Zip 

Day Phone Evening phone 



AMERICAN GUILD OF JUDAIC ART 
P.O. Box 1 794, Murray Hill Station 

New York, NY 101 56-0609 



YES! Send me one year of MOMENT for just $18. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

New subscribers only, please. 

Add $6 for foreign/Canadian postage. 
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CONTINUE THE SUCCESS! 
Sponsor a full, one-year subscription to the country's leading magazine of Jewish issues, culture and opinion 

for the young people in your life. Give these special people the finest opportunity to develop their own 
understanding of what it means to be Jewish...an understanding that will guide them through a lifetime. 

Enter as many subscriptions as you like for only $6.00 each. 

My payment of $ for MOMENT Youth subscriptions is enclosed. 

Please enter the following names to your files: 

Name Name . 

Address Address 

City State Zip City State Zip 

(Use an additional sheet if necessary) 

My name and address: UYUD7 

For further information, call Michael Monheit at 1-800-221-4644 
MOMENT Youth Program, 4710 41st Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20016 



CONTINUE THE SUCCESS 
of the 

MOMENT 
Youth Program! 

(See other side for complete details.) 


